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By Judith Judd 

and Ben Russell 

TEACHERS SHOULD not auto- 
matically be sacked for having 
relationships with sixth-form- 
ers, Chris Woodbead, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, has told 
student teachers. 

The “messes” involved in 
such relationships can be “ed- 
ucative”, he said during a ques- 
tmm tion-and-answer session after 
J] a lecture at Exeter University. 

His remains, which come as 
legislation making it a criminal 
offence for teachers to have 
, g . sexual relationships with 16- 
and 17-year-olds is before Par- 

O liament, provoked controversy 
among MPs, teachers and 
parents. 

In reply to a question 
whether teachers who had re- 
a^nships with pupils had any 
j pace in the education system, 
Mr Mr Wbodhead said that the law 
> barring sexual relations with 
those under 16 was dear, and 
, “as adults or relative adults we 
have a responsibility to those 
. who are younger than us and 
* therefore it isn't a good idea at 
pm all 

v , , “But I don't think necessar- 

ity that a teacher should be au- 
to fomatically drummed out of 
, the profession. I think human ' 
beings can get themselves into 
f* messes and I think those mess- 
1 '* es can sometimes be experien- 
j tial and educative mi both sides." 
/ Under the Sexual Offences 
' (Amendment! Bill passing 
through the Commons, teach- 
ers face up to two years in jail 
r - if they have sex or “any sexu- 
al activity** with pupils under 18 
at their school. 

mm Government guidelines al- 
jtfidy warn that teachers who 
^ reive an “inappropriate” rela- 
f • tionstop with a pupil are “most 
^ likely" to be banned from work- 



Chris Wnodhead: ‘Human beings can get into messes and I think those messes can sometimes be experiential and educative on both sides' 


ing in schools, even if the pupil 
is aver the age of consent 
Nearly 200 student teachers 
and academics attended the 
lecture on education 10 days 
ago. Mr Wbodhead said yester- 
day that the exchange had to be 
seen in context “I don’t thinkit 
is the job of a chief inspector to 


pontificate about these things. 
I was asked a question on some- 
thing completely different from 
the topic of the lecture and I 
didn’t think I could dud: it In 
most circumstances I think a 
teacher who has a relationship 
with a pupil should be barred 
from the profession. I would not 


have any problems with the 
new legislation." 

Gary Streetec chairman of 
the Conservative Christian Fd- 
lowship and MPforDeron South 
West said that Mr Wfoodhead’s 
comments would set alarm bells 
ringing: “Such relationships 
have to be seen as a disciplinary 


offence ... although teenagers 
think they are grown up, they are 
ataveprirnpresskmabteageand 
there is a risk of abuse.” 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
of Head Teachers, which op- 
poses the Bill said; “Most heads 
would regard these remarks 


coming from a chief inspector 
as extraordinary. Ffcrents com- 
mit their children to the care of 
a schooL They expect the school 
to respect that trust" 

Joe Ashton, the Labour MP 
for Bassetiaw, who persuaded 
the Government to insert a 
measure on the issue into the 


lan Waldie/ Reuters 

legislation, said he had received 
a letter from a woman of 45 who 
had had.a relationship with her 
music teacher at 16 and felt 
scarred by the experience. 

“T think somebody should 
send Mr Woodhead a copy of 
the Hansard from when this 
was debated in Parliament and 


approved by an overwhelming 
majority" Mr Ashton said. 

Mr Wbodhead has become 
the focus of teachers' anger for 
his attacks on progressive 
teaching methods and his sug- 
gestion that 15,000 bad teach- 
ers should be sacked. More 
recently, he argued that na- 
tional tests were unreliable 
and that schools were cheating 
to boost their results. 

Tfeachers reacted angrily to 
his comments last night, but the 
UK's biggest parents' group 
was more supportive. 

Patrick Tobin, headmaster of 
Stewart’s Melville College, Ed- 
inburgh, and former chairman 
of the Headmasters and Mis- 
tresses Conference, said: “In a 
professional relationship you 
are answerable for your ac- 
tions. There has to be a profes- 
sional ethic whereby teachers - 
or doctors or any self-regartfing 
profession - know that if they 
become involved in an intimate 
relationship with somebody with 
whom they have a trust rela- 
tionship they are endangering 
their professional status." 

But Margaret Morrissey of 
the National Confederation of 
Parent Teacher Associations, 
said: “I think parents would be 
concerned if an older man was 
involved who might be divorced 
or have a family. But the major- 
ity would have no problem with 
a man who is, say only four years 
older who meets socially with a 
sixth-former outside school." 

Professor Ted Wragg, of 
Exeter University's depart- 
ment of education, said: “We lay 
down the law to students... 
making it clear that if they 
were so foolish as to have any 
kind of relationship with a pupil 
they would be kicked off the 
course. If they were in the 
teaching profession, they would 
be kicked out erf (he profession.” 
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Rover in limbo after Jordan prays as its 
BMW sacks bosses king returns to die 
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THE FATE of Rover’s giant 
Longbridge car plant in Birm- 
ingham was thrown into con- 
fusion last night as the two top 
executives at its parent com- 
pany. the German car-maker 
BMVE were sensationally dis- 
missed from the board. 

( Xyier a day of high drama 
iWa suspense, BMW's chair- 
man, Bemd Piscbetsriedec (he 
greatest supporter of keeping 
Longbridge open, and his 
biggest opponent, the deputy 
chairman. Wolfgang Reitele. 
were both removed from the 
company Mr Pischetsrieder’s 
successor as chairman is to be 
Joachim Milberg. according to 
British union officials. 

II was not immediately ap- 
parent whether the dramatic 
news signified a reprieve for the 
threatened Longbridge plant 
and its 15,000 workforce, or 
whether the new BMW man- 
agement would proceed with 
closure. 

Mr Reitzle had been tipped 
io Lake over the top job from Mr 
Pischelsrieder, in which case 
Longbridge would almost cer- 
tify have dosed, 
like news of both men's de- . 


By Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 

partures came after an all-day 
meeting of the BMW supervi- 
sory board called by the con- 
trolling shareholders, the 
Quandt family, to resolve the 
crisis surrounding Rover: 

Earlier the Government had 
made dear that there would be 
financial aid available to BMW 
to keep Longbridge op en- 
closure of the factory would 
cause up to 50,000 job losses in 
the West Midlands and spark a 
political storm. Stephen Byers, 
Secretary of Stato for 'Me and 
Industry urged BMW to honour 
the agreement it reached with 
unions late last year to keep the 
plant open. 

“The workforce have made 
changes. We are now looking to 
BMW to say that it’s business 
as usual; that there are no 
more changes, that they want 
to continue with their commit- 
ment- to Longbridge,” he told 
BBC television. 

Mr Byers, who was due to 

talk to BMW management last 

night, also indicated that fi- 
nancial help would be available 


to BMW. The company had 
been seeking between £2 00m 
and £300m from the Govern- 
ment to support development 
of a new medium-sized car at 
Longbridge. 

“It's no secret that we have 
been discussing possible sup- 
port to help them improve pro- 
ductivity, to help them build 
some new facilities at Long- 
bridge," he said. 

However; in what may prove 
an ominous sign for the plant, 
BMW has yet to put in a formal 
application for aid, suggesting 
it may have already decided not 
to go ahead with the new model 
in the UK 

Mr Pischetsrieder an- 
nounced in December that 
BMW had agreed a new pro- 
ductivity deal with unions in- 
volving 2,500 job cuts and 
efficiency savings of £150m a 
yean In return, BMW agreed to 
invest £400m to build a new ; 
Mini at Longbridge and con- 
firmed it was the preferred 
site for a new can code-named ! 
the R35, to replace the Rover j 
200-400 series. 

Byers pledges support i 
for Longbridge, page 5 I 


by Patrick Cockburn 
in Amman 

| KING HUSSEIN returned to die 
in Jordan yesterday after treat- 
ment for his cancer in the US 
failed. He was rushed from the 
aircraft in an amb ulance to a 
dosety guarded hospital where, 
a palace official said, he was 
“near death". 

In Amman, mosques were 
packed with people praying for 
his recovery “I hope God gives 
him more days,” said one Jor- 
danian who had jnst left a 
mosque. “The Jordanians and 
the Palestinians both liked 
him." Earlier the king's doctor 
had said that his ‘internal 
organs had foiled" after an 
unsuccessful bone-marrow 
transplant During his flight 
from the US he was kept alive 
by a life-support system. 

King Hussein has ruled Jor- 
dan since 1953. He will be suc- 
ceeded by his ekiestson. Crown 
Prince Abdullah, who was 
appointed as his heir two weeks 
ago, when the king briefly 
returned to Jordan, declaring 
himself cured. He suffered an 
almost immediate relapse. 


Why Are You Shamed 
By Your 
Mistakes 







King Hussein just before his last journey home 


As rain lashed down on the 
Jordanian capital yesterday, 
Jordanian radio played solemn 
music, but said only that the 
king had come back to go into 
hospitaL Jordanians are retying 
on foreign radio stations and 
satellite television for infor- 
mation on the king’s heath. 

His death will create uncer- 
tainty m one of the pivotal 
states in the Middle East, since 
so little is known about his 
successor Crown Prince 
Abdullah has strong support 
among senior officers in the 
army and security services and 
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will take over the throne with- 
out resistance, but the last- 
minute change in the 
succession may lead to longer- 
term divisions within the 

Jor danian royal farntty. 

The king is genuinely popu- 
lar among ordinary Jordanians, 
few of whom have known any 
other monarch. Some people 
were openly crying in the 
streets yesterday morning as 
they heard the news that the i 
long was close to death. 

Plucky Little King, page 3 
Leading article, i 
Review page 3 
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In English? 

A SIMPLE technique 
for acquiring a swift 
mastery of good English 
has just been 
announced. It can dou- 
ble your powers of self- 
expression. It can pay 
you real dividends in 
business and social 
advancement, and give 
you added poise, self- 
confidence and personal 
effectiveness. 

The details of this method 
are described in a fasemat- , 
ing book, “Good English — 
the Language of Success”, 
sent free on request 

Respect 

Many people do not 
realise how much they 
could influence others sim- 
ply by speaking and writ- > 
ing with greater power, ( 
authority and precision. , 
Whether you are present- 
ing a report, training a j 
child, fighting for a cause, , 
making a sale, writing an ; 
essay or asking for a rise ... j 
your success depends upon ^ 
the words you use. < 

Now the right words are < 
yours to command! A i 
unique new system of self- i 
instruction speedily gives j 
you a thorough grounding i 
in every aspect of effective ] 
En glish — grammar, vocab- 1 



Shamed By Your English? 
ul ary, reading, writing and 
speaking. 

Never again need you fear 
those embarrassing mis- 
takes. You can quickly and 
easily be shown how to 
ensure that your speech 
and writing will be crisp, 
dear, correct. You can enor- 
mously increase your 
vocabulary, speed up your 
reading, enhance your pow- 
ers of conversation. 

Whafs more, good English 
commands respect It can 
help you to cut through 
many harriers to social, aca- 
demic and business success. 

Free 

Tb acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with this 
easy-to-follow method for 
developing a mastery of 
English, we, the publishers, 
have printed full details in 
a fascinating book, “Good 
English — the Language of 
Success*, sent free on 
request. No obligation. 
Simply fill in and return the 
coupon on Page 12 (no 
need even to stamp your 
envelope), or write to: 
Practical English Prog- 
ramme, (Dept. IDEI9), 
FREEPOST 246. London 
WCIA 1BR 
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^ IN TOMORROW'S INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


m «. \ 6 1 thought, for a surreal moment, that "William Hague had got married again. There he Bkjtf 

jj fc , \ ' was, leading a blonde woman out of a register office, both of them wearing the kind of 

embarrassed smiles which are usually confined to a wedding album. ? 

Joan Smith on Mr and Mrs Hague _ 

THE BEST-WRITTEN SUNDAY PAPER IN BRITAIN, FEATURING DAVID THOMSON, JEREMY CLARKE, PETER YORK, JEREMY PAXMAN, AN WILSON 
THAN SMITH. OTT BF.RT ADATB. MICHAEL BYWATER. DEAR ANNIE ALAN WATKINS. CAPTAIN MOONLIGHT AND WALLACE ARNOLD 
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Furore 
over tax 
on child 
benefit 


THE CHANCELLOR IS feeing a 
bathe with Treasuiy colleagues 
and backbench MPs over his 
plans to raise child benefit but 
tax it for better-off couples. 

Dawn Primarolo, the Pay- 
master General, has told col- 
leagues she is opposed to child 
benefit bang taxed and Labour 
MPs are fining up to attack Gor- 
don Brown if he goes ahead 
with taxing it in his Budget on 
9 March. Mr Brown raised child 
benefit by £2fi0 above inflation 
m his last Budget The increase 
will take effect from next April 
at a cost of £875m but he gave 
a dear signal that he would be 
drawing up plans to tax it 

The Chancellor is believed to 
be intent on taxing the benefit 
with an increase to soften the 
blow, but he is under intense 
pressure to abandon the plan. 

Banner Social Security min- 
ister Frank Held has warned it 
would be difficult to gain any 
savings by taxing the benefit 
because of the move to separate 
taxation for men and women. 

Ministers and Labour MPs, 
who privately were discussing 
the Budget 1 this week, are 
opposed to taxing child benefit 
because it would undermine its 
value as a universal benefit 3be 
Tories are also prepared to 
fight for child benefit, and are 
ready to accuse Mr Brown of 
attacking the middle classes. 

In a speech yesterday, the 
Chancellor gave the strongest 
hint so for that he intends to 
boost the value of child benefit 
to make the family one of the 
main themes of the Budget “It 
is because we are determined 


By Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 

to continue our tough approach 
on public finances that the 
Budget will ensure we stay on 
track to meet our prudent fis- 
cal rules and lay the founda- 
tions for a strong economy 
which supports enterprise, 
work and families, ” Mr Brown 
said 

The 20 per cent increase in 
the £1 LG5-a-week rate of child 
benefit for the first child will 
come as a boost to families 
within weeks of the Budget It 
is likely to be taxed for top rate 
taxpayers, but there will be 
mmpKnatinns fo taxing wealthy 
unmarried couples where the i 
woman is not working or is in 
low-paid employment 

The Chancellor is under- 1 
stood to be planning a radical 
package of reforms, indudmg 
the abolition of mortgage 
interest tax relief (Miras). 
Labour MPs said this week’s 
half per cent cut in interest 
rates made it more likely that; 
Miras could be strapped with-' 
out proteste from home owners. 

Hie star item in -the Chan-, 
cellor’s Budget basis expected, 
to be a Cut in taxes for toe low- 1 
est paid, with the introduction 
of the promised lOp rate of 
income tax, which could take 
many low-paid people out of tax 
altogether. 

The move could cost £7bn 
but abolishing Miras would 
save over £2bn and the Chan- 
cellor is believed to have suffi- 
cient sums to cover the 
additional cost of the tax cuts. 



Elvis alias Leyton Somors putting up the for sale sign on Elvisly Yours, his shop-shrine to Presley which is moving to the TVocadero at Piccadilly Circus in cen 
London after 17 years in Shoreditch m the East End Kalpesh Lfltfal ij 


Condon ‘may not, survive Lawrence report’ 


MINISTERS BELIEVE that the 
pressure on Sir Paul Condon 
fallowing the finding s pf the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry may 
be too greats him to remain 
as Metropolitan Police Com- 
missfaneE ... 

Although . Sr- Paul is not 
- 1 •fiSmed 
personally in the inquiry report, 
which is due to be published 
later this month, there will be 
criticism of officers in his force 
investigation and ministers 
think the pressure may become 
to great for him to stay. 

“We would think that senior 
heads wifi roll as a result of the 
inquiry’s findings,” a Home 
Office souree said. “The feeling 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 
*: 

is .that there should be a clear 
break This is a chance «to 
Change race relations for good 
ip this Country to ens ure that 
■ ympthingHkflthjs cannotever ■ 


Sir Paul, who is due to retire 
next January, has made it a 
point of honour to promise that 
if the report, by Sir William 
Macpherson of Clung turned 
out to criticise him personally 
he would go. 

“I have never run away from 
a challenge in my fife. I believe 
that although it is going to be 
a painful time for us over the 


next few months! should have 
the courage to see through 
♦those re&rittSfratwiHno doubt 
come oig eSjtbe inqmry;” Sir 
Paul has said. 1 

The Home Secretary; Jack 
Straw; will arouse the results 
jpfffie _ 

for a ramcai shaie-Up of rare 
relations in the police. 

Ministers . are already 
reviewing thq-Race Relations 
Act in the light of the report, 
which is also expected to 
accuse the Metropolitan and 
other police forces of “institu- 
tional racism." 

The Home Secretary is con- 
sidering recommendations 
made by the Commission for 


Racial Equality last year which 
would simplify the complaints 
procedure against individual 
police officers. 

Tb make it easier to prove 
police misconduct on racial 
grounds, under the new Act, 
floes’ guilt would only 
be proven on the bal- 
ance of probabilities. 

At present, disciplinary pro- 
ceedings are more difficult to 
succeed because their guilt 
has to be proven beyond rear 
smiable doubt 
It would also abolish a rule 
protecting police officers from 
disciplinary action if criminal 
proceedings on the same mat- 
te- have failed. 


Similarly; their right of 
silence would be removed and. 
toe Police Complaints Author-' 
fly would have toe power to can- 
duct its own independent 
investigations. 

While the Government will 
resist imposing quotas for eth- 
nic minorities, police forces 
will have to monitor their 
employment and promotion 
and report annualfy on whether 
targets are being met 
Police officers could also be 
asked to attend race and com- 
munity courses. 

“This is a very sensitive 
issue and legislation on its own 
will not stop racism within the 
police. We need better educa- 


tion on race issues to create 
.cultural change^ Jthe Horae s. 
"Office source said ■ 

According to the source, the 
Government will reject the 
inquiry’s criticism, as revealed 
in The Independent, of the 
Lawrence familys* lawyers. 
Michael Mansfield and Imran 
Khan, for their role in the ill- 
fated private prosecution 
against the five white youths 
suspected of the murder. 

Accountability within the 
Metropolitan Police is also set 
to be improved by toe Greater 
London Authority Bill which will 
set up a new, democratically 
accountable Metro; 

Police Authority. 
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FORECAST 

General i l n e tkw; A rather cold day across the country but particularly In Scot- 
land where (rtvSI sdU be quite windy and there wiR be frequent showers. Many 
of the showers will be of snow by the end or the day However, southern Scot- 
land should catch some sunny breaks. England. Miles and Northern Ireland will 
have a lot of cloud and showers are likely Some of the showers wHl be heavy 
and may merge to longer periods of rain. Over the mountains they will turn 
Increasmgfy to sleet and snow. 

UMdoo, se * Cwsc S England: Cold with isolated showers and only the odd 
bright spell. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 6-8C (43-46F). 

Mkfiands. E tefa, E England: Mostly cloudy and cold with showers and 
longer periods or rain. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 6-7C (43-4 5 F). 

SW En gl and . Channel ts: Rather cold and breezy with showers and Hmited 
bright spells. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 7-9C (4S-48F). 

■teles. NW, cat N * HE Et*!..*, Lake Mst, We of Mac Heavy showers 
and spells of .rain but some brighter spells In the east. The showers WHI turn 
jncrewr^gfy WnlHy over the hBls. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 4-7C 

! M i rel " d: Cold with a lot or cloud and frequent showers, the showers Increas- 
ingly winery. A fresh to Strong north-westerly wind. Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 

****** Seortand, Aberdeen, HI ft N fates: Very cold with sunny spells and 
showe T S - OTesft Ower s Increasingly or snow. A strong north-westerly wind. Max 
temp »-oc (3/-A3F). 

S«V ft SE Sco tl an d. Edinburgh, Glasgow: Scattered showers, mostly fan the 
west, turning increasingly wintry. Better sunny spells Ni the ease. A fresh to 


OUTLOOK 

After a widespread frost tonight, it will cum even colder on Sunday There will be 
ggg snow generally confined to the 

Scottish Mils. Rain win move in on Monday preceded by snow in many areas. 
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LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Warmest: Seffly Isles 11 C ( 52 F) 

Balfase 5.12pm to 8.03am Coldest (day): Ariemore 1C (34F) 

Btraringbam 5.02pm to 7.40am Mfeocst: Ariemore 039 1m 

Bristol 5.08pm to 7.39am &_-!««. inwrirh 3 0 hrt 

Glasgow 5.00pm to 8.00am ***** 'P*** 3 0 ** 

UMdoo 4.58pm to 7.30am For 24hrs to 2pm Friday 

Man c hest e r 5.01pm to 7.44am _ m 

Hawrmtle 4.53pm to 747am 


HIGH TIDES 


Holyhead 


AM HT 
10.36 12.0 
9.09 4.1 
834 5.1 
2.18 6.4 
2.54 3.6 
8.25 t>3 
4.07 3.2 
3.03 3.7 
1.41 5.0 


Hull (Albert Ok) 9.48 73 
rang* Ur m 9,58 53 


Utth 6.13 53 

Userpool 2.30 A6 

MBTord Hasan 9 41 6 3 

N e wq ua y 8.36 6.3 

P o rtfinrl 10.15 1.7 

Portsmouth 2.46 4.4 

PeflnB 11J6 4.4 

Scarborough 7.41 5.1 

INkk 2.44 3.1 

HefgK measured in meoes 


Sc a rborough 


PM HT 
10.53 11 A 

9.27 3J9 
9.16 4.8 
2.36 6.0 
3.19 3.8 
8A7 4.6 
3.59 33 

3.27 3.6 
134 5.1 
9.57 8.2 

9.56 63 
635 53 
2.46 8.6 

IOjOO 5.9 ’ 

8.56 6.0 
ia36 1.5 

2.52 4.2 
1157 4.0 
7.48 5-3 

2.57 33 


Anglesey 


EdMmrgb 

Exmowth 

Ffahgnard 



THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


Irie-of-wlghc 

Jersey 


AIR QUALITY 

Today’s readings 


SEogSand 
miss 
C England 
N England 
Scadand 
N iretwid 


NO, SO, 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
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‘Plucky Little King’ who earned the 
* crown of peace in the Middle East 


TO THE end, he was a king 
Hussein ibn Talal had spoken 
of his own mortality many 
maes, and his last journey yes- 
~ 6,000 miles from an 

American deathbed to the land 
he ruled for 46 years - became 
him. Soldiers prefer to die at 
home. 

A military man, afield com- 
moudec Sandhurst gra duate 
King Hussein had the discon- 
certing habit when I first met 
him of calling me “Sir" - he 
used it with everyone, a gesture 
pf respect that humbled the vis- 
itor (and was intended to). 

That’s why we called him the 
Plucky Little King, the PLK 
Honour was the word that 
came to mind. He was an ho- 
nourable man. He believed that 
if he trusted enough in anoth- 
er person, his good faith would 
be returned; he was crueDy re- 
warded. 

Many of those who betrayed 
his hopes will come to his fu- 
neral. The Gulf rulers, for ex- 
ample, who never understood 
why he could not condemn 
Saddam Hussein's invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990; the Israelis, 
who showed their respect for 
their peace treaty with Kin g 
Hussein by sending a murder 
squad to Amman last year; 
Ifiisser Arafat, who allowed his 
Palestinian guerrillas to at- 
tempt a coup d'etat in 1970 
and lied to him about his secret 
deal with Israel in 1994; and the 
American president, who re- 


BY ROBERT FISK 
in Amman 



King Hussein in 1955 

peafedly promised the King a 
just peace in the Middle East- 
and then proved too cawardty 
to confront the Israelis. 

And we shall have to suffer 
all the glitzy adoration that the 
guilty show for dead kings. 
We’ve already heard President 
Bill Clinton's soliloquy - “a 
wonderful human being a 
champion of peace" - and we 
know what Arafat will say be- 
cause he’s said it before: that 
King Hussein has been a Sal- 
a din, the warrior knight who 
drove the Crusaders from 
Palestine. 

Ill truth, it was the Israelis 
who drove the Hashemites 
from Palestine, but Clinton’s 
words - despite the gutless na- 
ture of the man who uttered 
them - somehow got it right 
What king would ever turn up 
at his own state security jail to 
drive his most vociferous po- 
litical prisoner home? 

Leith Shubailath had infuri- 
ated the monarch - he was a 
man easily riled - and was 
slapped into clink for asking 
why the queen wept at Yitzhak 
Rabin's funeraL 

When the King arrived at foe 


Inc* Mohammed 

ather. bom 1940 

Inc ess Dina 

Fe, 1955-56 (divorced) 

Dina Abdel Hamkl 


prison, Shubailath delayed him 
10 minutes while he said good- 
bye to his feDow inmates. Hus- 
sein waited patiently for him. 
Would Saddam (who prefers to 
string his prisoners up) have 
done that? Would Eng Phi d? 
Would President Mubarak? 
Would Benjamin Netanyahu? 
Perhaps it is this which distin- 
guished the King: among the 
monsters of the Middle East, he 
appeared such a reasonable 
man. 

He was also, in an odd way, 
a careless man His fbDy at join- 
ing Egypt's war against Israel 
in 1967 was compounded in 
1990 by his support for Saddam 
(who also b etray ed the king - 
please God HETS not at the fu- 
neral). 

Hussein demonstrated an 
equal but more personal reck- 
lessness - hubris, perhaps? - 
when he rode in the cold, rain- 
lashed streets Of Amman last 
week in an open-top can After 
his first brush with cancer; I 
asked the King if he had been 
cured of his Alness. “The doc- 
tors gave me an excellent bill 
of health," he replied - how 
painful those words sound now 

- and then I noticed the pack- 
et of cigarettes tying on the 
table in front of him. “Ah, yes,” 
he said. ‘These are the onty 
things I haven't yet given up." 
And he flicked his finger at file 
packet in disdain. 

If his desire for peace 
showed vision, he lacked fore- 
sight. With their usual obse- 
quiousness, Western as well as 
Arab leaders have been prais- 
ing the King for returning to 
Jordan last week to fire his 
brother Hassan and create his 
eldest son crown prince. 

"Setting his affairs in order” 
was what they called it But 
even if we ignore the lack of any 
democratic process for (he suc- 
cession, it was a bit late in the 
day to start switching your 
crown princes around. The 
man who had cemented rela- 
tionships with scores of kings 
and generals and presidents - 
albeit not always impressive re- 
lationships - was suddenly re- 
placed by a man who knew 
none of than. No wonder Jor- 
danians fear the future. 

Fbr Prince Abdullah is going 
to have a spot of bother with the 
kings and presidents at that fu- 
neraL Mr Clinton, for example, 
will be keen to get the new 
monarch to set the Iraqi oppo- 
sition up with hearth and home 

in Amman, perhaps even to risk 
a little military foray into Iraq 
to set up a “safe haven" fix- Sad- 
dam's enemies. 

The Israelis would be smil- 
ing along with that idea. At 
which point Saddam would be- 
come a threat 

But refuse the United States 
president - which is what Jor- 
danians would want him to do 

- and Abdullah may start his 
reign with an unsympathetic if 
not downright hostile Wash- 
ington at his back. Threaten 
Saddam and the Americans 
will love him. Ignore Wash- 
ington and his people will love 
him; it’s the same old trap his 
father walked into in 1990. 

But what Abdullah cannot 




A man in Amman praying yesterday for the monarch 

Nation waits 
for the deluge 


Ring Hussein, credited by his subjects with protecting them from the country’s powerful neighbours Gamma 


be is his father If relations are 
breaking down between Egypt 
and Sudan, call King Hussein. 
If there's dvil war in Lebanon, 
ask Eng Hussein’s advice. 
When Arafat and Netanyahu 
cannot abide each other at the 


^e Plantation, drag King Hus- 
sein from his sick bed to sort 
them out - much good did it do 
the monarch, who was be- 
trayed yet again. 

But it symbolised what the 
PLK was so good at: defusing 


the Middle East explosion. He 
was, in a very real sense, the re- 
gion’s political Bomb Disposal 
Officei; the one man who could 
be relied on to calm nerves, 
order bystanders to open their 
windows and then gently, firm- 


ly, withdraw the detonator of 
wan 

That’s why Arabs and Is- 
raelis fear for the fixture. What 
are they going to do now that 
there is no one to defuse the 
bombs? 


TAM so sad,” said Saadi, tears 
streaming down his face as he 
lifted crates into a truck in 
central Amman. “He was such 
a good man.” Five miles away 
Jordanian soldiers, hooded 
against the driving rain, were 
turning visitors away from the 
gates of a hospital where King 
Hus son lay dying. 

Jordanians learnt the latest 
news about their king's condi- 
tion fay listening to foreign radio 
stations. Jordanian radio said 
onty that he had returned to 
hospital but played funereal 
music, which left little doubt 
about what was happening. 

"There is a mood of sadness 
and uncertainty about the fu- 
ture,” said Saida Elani, a jour- 
nalist “People stopped going to 
parties a week ago. when the 
Eng returned to hospital in the 
US. There was even a small run 
on the h»nks_ This morning 
everybody went to pray. You 
can see some people crying in 
tiie streets." 

The sense of the end of an 
era for Jordan is all the greats: 
because of the King’s re- 
placement of his brother. 
Crown Prince Hassan, with 
Abdullah, his eldest son, during 
his brief retorn to Jordan two 
weeks ago. “Nobody knows 
what the new man is like,” said 
a businessman. "Hassan was 
not very popular but he was 
crown prince for 34 years and 
people knew what to expect 
from him.” 

Most Jordanians are of 
Palestinian origin. In the rain- 
soaked vegetable market of al- 
Hussein refugee camp, just 
below the King’s Raghada 
palace, feelings were ambiva- 
lent Mohammed Atwa, born in 
Amman but whose family came 
from Jaffa, in what is now Is- 
rael was holding a radio up to 
his ear to hear the latest news. 
"Nothing new,” he said, putting 
it down. "But people here liked 
him. Some of the shops in the 
market have dosed because he 
is close to the end." 

Other Pales tinians in the 
camp felt this was not a good 
moment to express feelings. 
"No, no, no," said atrader as he 
sorted onions in a tray. "Please 
don’t talk to me” Another 
Palestinian standing near by 
whispered: “You know why he 


BY PATRICK COCKBIUN 
in Amman 

said that. He doesn't want 
trouble with the police. They are 
very active at the moment." 

By the Roman amphithe- 
atre in Amman, a favourite 
meeting place for the thou- 
sands of Iraqi refugees in Jor- 
dan, people huddled under 
awnings to avoid the storm. 

Although most Jordanians 
knew the King was very ill they 
were only beginning to realise 
yesterday that his death might 
be a matter of hours. "The gov- 
ernment should have prepared 
the people better;” said an Iraqi 
businessman long resident in 
Jordan. "Of course the insid- 
ers knew all along what was 
happening, but not the rest 
No thing will happen now, but 
there will be trouble later. Ri- 
valries within the royal family 
are not over.” 

He was one of the few in 
Amman willing to speculate 
about the fixture. "Jordan wiQ in- 
evitably be weaker without the 
Eng. His heir is untried. Prob- 
abty it lessens the chances of 
the US doing anything against 
Iraq because of the uncertain 
situation here. [Israeli prime 
minister Benjamin] Netanyahu 
may want to come to the fu- 
neral, which gives the Jorda- 
nians a problem.” 

The imminence of the king’s 
death has silenced talk for toe 
moment about why he sacked 
Hassan. Mr Elani said: "Peo- 
ple don’t really discuss toe 
issue ... They accept Abdul- 
lah.” The former crown prince, 
who disappeared from view for 
a week after his dismissal has 
re-emerged. Privately, howev- 
er; some Jordanians speculate 
on how long royal unity will last 
after toe Eng’s funeraL 

Overall Jordanians do feel 
Eng Hussein protected them 
from the country's neighbours, 
all of them more powerful. 

He balanced between Israel 
Iraq, Syria and Saudi Arabia, 
in toe pay of many but bought 
by nobody. 

Jordanians know these ex- 
ternal pressures are increas- 
ing and wonder how Abdullah, 
an army general long consid- 
ered uninterested in politics, 
will cope with them. 
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Jordan’s balancing act faces serious upset 


always a balancing act 
i is a buffer state 

■n more powerful coun- 

otabty Israel and Iraq, 
ussein’s political career 
ent playing his enemies 
inst each other, 
as not easy. The king 
I to keep in with ti» e 
revers. but preserve his 

i,c* credentials. An 



onursi-cuwvw;- 
; to fire his British mil- 
iser "Glubb Pasha" . In 
oined Egypt and Syna 

Israel onty to lose the 

ink. In 1991 he won 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 

overwhelming popular sup- 
port by maintaining a friendly 
neutrality towards Iraq during 
the Gulf war But toe king was 
also toe man who crushed the 
Palestinians in Jordan in a 
bloocty dvil war in 1970 and 
three years later he secretly 
flew to Israel to tell a disbe- 
lieving Israeli premier that 
Egypt and Syria were about to 
launch a war. 

He pfctyed boft ends against 
the middle because he bel- 
ieved Jordan’s weakness - 4.4 
million people and no natural 


resources or defences - left 
him no choice. The king also 
knewany foreign policy failures 
would have immediate dom- 
estic consequences. 

More than half toe popula- 
tion of Jordan is Palestinian, 
largely excluded from power 
but dominating private busi- 
ness. He needed an Israeli 
guarantee against Iraq, but 
notatthe price of permanently 
alienating the Palestinians. 

He death, considered all but 
inevitable, comes at a bad 
moment for Jordan. In 1994 the 
Eng signed a peace treaty 
with Israel It has produced no 


pcnnnmic and few political div- 
idends an is unpopular among 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
alike, although it got him back 
into toe good graces of the US. 
Ayear later he broke with Iraq 

But negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians are 
now stalemated and Saddam 
Hussein has survived. Both 
have felt free to send their 
assassination squads into the 
streets of Amman. 

Washlngton is pressuring 
Jordan to turn itself into a 
base fbr action against Iraq, a 
policy wDdty unpopular among 
ordinary Jordanians. 


There is a much bigger 
question mark over toe future 
of Jordanian policy than 
expected a month aga This is 
because of toe dismissal of 
Crown Prince Hassan, toe 
king's brother and primary 
lieutenant. The new heir to toe 
throne, toe king’s eldest son 
Prince Abdullah, is an 
unknown quantity. 

Fbr toe moment Jordan is 
weaker; because part of its 
strength was the astuteness 
and prestige of Eng Hussein. 
Its neighbours are waiting to 
see if the house King Hussein 
buSt wOl hold together 
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4/HOME NEWS 


Britain put 
on alert for 
IRA bombs 


A REVIEW of security across 
mainland B ritain was under' 

way yesterday amid fears of re- 
newed violence by dissident 
republicans opposed to fee IRA 
ceasefire and the Ulster peace 
process. 

The Home Office denied 
ministers had been warned 
that specific mainland sites, 
such as Canary Wharf, in Lon- 
don’s Docklands area, were 
being targeted by the break- 
away faction of the Provision- 
al IRA, but said a review of 
security was being carried out 

“There is a review of secu- 
rity under way but there has 
bear no specific threat from arty 
individual terrorist group that 
has led to this action,” said a 
Home Office spokesman. 

Since the ceasefire, securi- 
ty has been relaxed around 
likely targets such as the 
Palace of Westminster but it is 
believed police have reinforced 
the tight security around the 
Square MUe of the City of Lon- 
don, a prime economic target 
for the bombers in the past 

The review came as Martin 
McGuinness, the Sinn Fein 


By Coun Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

chief negotiator; said yester- 
day: “There are republican re- 
jectionists out there who are 
obviously opposed to tire Sinn 
Erin peace strategy and who 
wish to bring it down. These 
people are unrepresentative 
and they are totally and ab- 
solutely clearly not speaking 
fix' the overwhelming majority 
of republicans who have in elec- 
tion after election supported 
the Sinn Erin peace strategy” 
Calling on David Trimble, 
the Ulster Unionist First Min- 
ister of die new Northern As- 
sembly, to bold his nerve, Mr 
McGumness said on BBC radio 
that there were also unrepre- 
sentative loyalist groups 
attacking the nationalist com- 
munity on an almost daily basis. 
“These can be defeated by com- 
bined political action of union- 
ist and republican leaders 
working together to implement 
the Friday Agreement” 
Tony Blair is prepared to go 
to Belfast for more talks with the 
parties, if necessary to break the 


deadlock between the Ulster 
Uzrionisfs and Shm Erin owr the 
establishment of the power- 
sharing executive, which has 
threatened to wreck the peace 
process. 

The crisis in the peace 
process was discussed in a 
phone call between Mr Blair and 
PresidentBill Clinton on Thurs- 
day night Thane are rumours at 
Westminster that President 
Cbntan win be exerting pressure 
on Sima Fein leader Gerry 
Adams and Mr McGuinness. 
during the St Patrick’s Day cel- 
ebrations in the United States 
for the IRA to call a halt to the 
punishment beatings, which 
have uruJezmined the process. 

Trimble sad he was stick- 
ing to his demand for a start to 
the decomrmsrionmg of IRA 
weapons before sitting down in 
the executive with Mr Adams 
and Mr McGuinness. 

Bertie Ahem, the Irish Prime 
Minister; ruled out suggestions 
tirculatingatWfestminsterthat 



and executive could be sus- 
pended unt3 a solution was 
found. 


Sinn Fein and Ahem 
clash over jailings 



AN OPEN rift appeared be- 
tween the Irish Government 
and Sinn Fein over the Good 
Friday Agreement as four men 
were jailed yesterday for killing 
Limerick Garda Jerry McCabe 
during a June 1996 IRA robbery 
The Thoiseach Bertie Ahern, 
on a visit to Northern Ireland, 
insisted the four would serve 
“whatever sentences were 
handed down by the court”. But 
Sinn Fein’s Martin McGuin- 
ness predicted “I certainly 


By Alan Murdoch 
in D ublin 

thmlr mq n wfll q iiaffly ” fry 

the early release scheme. 

Dublin has repeatedly in- 
sisted Good Friday Agreement 
earty releases were qualified by 
a protocol, subject of intense ar- 
gument during final negotia- 
tions last April, excluding from 
the scheme certain prisoners 
awaiting trial inchidmg the Mc- 
Cabe accused. Former Brixton 


escaper Pearse McCauley, 34, 
of Strabsne, Kevin Walsh, 
42, of PatridssweS, Limerick, 
were jailed for 14 years at 
Dublin’s Special C riminal 
Court. Jeremiah Sheehy 36, of 
BaftMt; and iflchaal (fflem, 
48, of Patrickswefl, received 12 
and 11-year terms respective- 

Tbe four pleaded guilty to 

manslaughter A fifth, J ohn 

Quinn, aged 30, received six 
years for conspiracy to rob. 




Peter Mandelson, MP for Hartlepool, leaves band prints in wet cement yesterday to maxis: the first opening of a 
ringing in Hartlepool since the Eighties - a £6xn, seven-screen complex Owen Humphreys 


Stalker targeted radio celebrities before death 


A BUSINESSMAN accused of 
stalking the television presen- 
ter Ulrika Jonsson also bom- 
barded Terry \fogan and other 
BBC Radio 2 personalities with 
bizarre letters and gifts before 
his death last month, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Mr Wogan, Ken Bruce and 
Alex Lester realised that they 


By Jackie Burdon 

had all been pestered by 
Nicholas Rathbone, 40, a 
Cheshire company director; 
when they heard reports of his 
death yesterday. 

Mr Rathbone's body was 
found near his car on 20 Janu- 
ary. He was killed by carbon 


monoxide poisoning. He had 
been due to appear before 
Maidenhead magistrates’ court 
on Thursday on charges of 
stalking Ms Jonsson. 

Mr Rathbone met Mr Wogan 
and his radio show producer; 
Paul Walters, three years ago, 
during an outside broadcast in 
Crewe. Then the letters start- 


ed. Mr Walters now has a whole 
box file, inchafinga manuscript 
ofabooklcaDittheRathbcne 
ffle,”he said. “Terry said to 
me: ‘One day this guy will do 
something sOJy. He will either 
come down here and stir* a 
knife in me orriH somebody or 
something.’ I stopped showing 
them to him after a while." 


All beautifully word-pro- 
cessed in a distinctive italic 
typeface, they revealed Mr 
Rathbone believed the songs 
Mr Wogan played on his show 
contained secret messages for 
him alone. “Once or twice he 
cfidn’t like the message, and he 
would write something rather 
vitriolic,” Mr Walters said. 


Mr Rathbone also repeated- 
ly sent foxes to the late-night 
radio presenter Alex Lester, 
which revealed his fixation with 
a woman whose rejection he 
could not accept It was onlyre- 
Oflcfy that Mr Lester realised 
tbafthe woman was Ms Jonsson. 

“He seemed to be fixated 
with a woman who he imagined 


had given him the come-on 
through something she said 
on TV I had no idea who he 
meant It seemed to me he had 
been rejected ami couM not un- 
derstand it,” Mr Lester said 

“The next thing I knew; I got 
a tetter with an endosure which 
he asked me to deliver to Ulri- 
fca.” He did not pass it on. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 6 February 1999 


Inches 
stay fo 
10 mo 
years 

BY GEOFF MEADE 

BRITAIN IS keeping feet and 
inches foranother lOyeare -te 
cause America has foiled to 
adopt EU standards. 

Imperial units were due to 

^sappearattheaidoCtWsywaf 

when metrication replaced 
what Brussels calls the “inch- 
pound” system across the 
European Union. 

But industries facing multi- 
billion pound costs to meet 
new metric-only labelling laws 
have won a breathing space 
until 2009. 

Moves to harmonise units of 
measure began 30 years, before 
Britain joined the EU. Since 
then centimetres, metres ami 
kilograms have steadily been 
taring over, with famous ex- 
ceptions such as the mile and 
the pint of beer 

Businesses facing a labelling 
nightmare were given a re- 
prieve in 1989 and told that im- 
perial units would finally be 
outlawed from 1 999. 

But firms dealing in goods 
from consumer electronics to 
perfumery have battled on, 
complaining that they would 
have to set up two production 
lines, with goods destined for 
the EU market labelled with . 
metric measurements and' 
those going for export to the US 
continuing to use imperial 
measures. 

Without America ready to 
make the conversion, the 
European Commission has 
agreed to recommend another 
delay. 

“US legislation requires that 
declarations of quantities of 
consumer products be given 
both metric and inch-pound 
units,” according to a new Com- 
mission report. 

“European exporters are 
obliged to place dual indications 
on products destined forthe US 
market-" 

Euro MPs are now bong 
asked to endorse the reprieve 
to allow continued dual la- 
belling, so “maintaining com- 
patibility with the present US 
legislation”. 

The Commission recom- 
mendation states: “With the 
objective of facilitating in- 
ternational trade the proposal 
creates a further transition 
period of 10 years, during which 
time measures must be taken 
both by the EU and US to 
eliminate remaining obstacles 
especially regarding lahrilfng." 

The European Commis- 
sioner Martin Bengemann has 
been frustrated by the failure 
of the US administration to fol- 
low up its commitment to 
moves towards the metric sys- 
tem, which was originally 
promised back in the 19th 
century. 
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In brief 

Compensation after perns surgery 

A 62-YEAR-OLD man yesterday won £49,000 compensation 
from a hospital which removed most of his penis in a 
routine operation. James Bryans, 62, of Borehamwood, 
Hearts, suffered severe depression after the operation at 
North London’s Mount Vernon Hospital in 1993, which 
was aimed at helping him to urinate more easily. 

RAF officer cleared of rape 

A RAF officer was yesterday cleared of raping a guest at 
an air force dinner-dance. Fit Lt Stephen Thacker; 34, 
denied raping the woman after the dinner at his ba se near 
Swindon, Wiltshire, in March last yean The jury sitting at 
Bristol Crown Court took four hours to dear the officer; 
who had told the court the woman had instigated sex. 

Boys held on stabbing charge 

TWO BOYS, aged 13 and 14, charged with attempting to 
murder a lS-year-old boy were remanded into secure 
accommodation until 12 February when they appeared in 
court in Harrogate, North Yorkshire, yesterday. The 
alleged victim was discovered with serious stab wounds 
on 19 January at tiie bottom of an incline in Harrogate. 

Two teenagers killed by train 

TWO TEENAGE boys were killed yesterday when they 
were struck by a train on toe railway line outside 
Londonderry Ulster. They were bit by toe Londonderry- 
to-BeKast passenger train, close to the village of 
Greysteele, said an RUC spokesman. The youngsters 
i were declared dead on arrival at hospital in Londonderry. 

Council admits to causing stress 

A CITY COUNCIL has paid a former employee an interim 
payment of £10,000 after admitting it was responsible fin* 
causing her excessive stress at work. Bi rmingham City 
Council is being sued by Beverley Lancaster aged in her 
40s, who claims she was forced to retire from her post as 
housing officer because of a stress-related illness. 

Brown hits back over travel costs 

GORDON BROWN hit back at criticism of his refusal to 
answer questions about his travel arrangements 
yesterday with a declaration by Andrew Itirnbull, toe 
Treasury's Permanent Secretary, feat proper procedures 
had been followed on a trip abroad. Tory MPs questioned 
his use of helicopters and private jets costing £20,000. 

Web lottery wants to advertise 

A MULTI-MILLION dollar jackpot lottery operating on fee 
Internet has been granted a judicial review for the right to 
overturn fee advertising monopoly of fee National 
Lottery. MMions2000 Internet Lottery wants toe right to 
advertise its prizes ofup to $50m(£l3m) in Britain. . 


‘I shot down Amy Johnson’s 
plane’ admits old soldier 


SHE was toe feminist icon of her 
time, fee first woman to fiysdo 
to Australia. But the fatal crash 
(hat claimed Amy Johnson's 
life has always been shrouded 
in mystery. 

Now it seems her death was 
a cruel combination ofbad luck, 
a bad memory and a keen gun- 
ner at an anti-aircraft battery on 
fee river Thames. 

Yesterday, old soldier Tom 
Mttcbell, from Crowborough, 
Bent, daimed that it was he who 
shot the heroine down when she 
twice foiled to give the correct 
ufentifksaticm code (tarings rou- 
tine flight on 5 January 1941. 

Elevenyears earlier Johnson 


By Gary Finn 

had stunned fee world, breaking 
gender stereotypes and (aboos 
of the time, by flying from Eng- 
land to Australia. 

Nearly 60 years on, Mr 
Mitchell, aged 83, admits to a 
pressing seise of guilt forfcEDing 
a cultural icon. BatfiAnringre' 
cent family deaths be felt be had 
to set the record straight 

He said: “The reason Amy 
was shot down, was because she 
gave the wrangcolour of the day 
la signal to identify planes 
known by all British forces] 
(Tver radio." 

Mr Mitchell was one of more 



Johnson: Feminist icon 

than 20 soldiers based at fee 
Thames Estuary who were or- 
dered to shoot down the uniden- 
tified plane fiying towards the 


En g li sh Channel on 5 Janu 
1941. Unknown to Mr Mite 
and his colleagues fee 
fee legendary Amy 
who was serving as an 
Transport Auxiliary pilot 

Mr Mitchell explained 1 
. the plane was sighted and < 
tacted by radio. A request 1 
made for fee signal - she g 
fee wrong one twice. 

“Sixteen rounds of sh 
were fired and the plane di 
into the Thames Estuary W 
thought it was an enetqypl 
until fee next daywfaen we r 
thepapers and discovered it’ 
Amy. The officers told us ra 
to tell anyone what 


On the Tracks of Marco Polo 

PEKING, SHANGHAI, SUZHOU AND GRAND CANAL CRUISE 


T his is a wonderful opportunity to visit 
some of the well known sights of ancient 
and contemporary China at a very 
moderate tariff. The journey commences wife 
a scheduled flight from London Heathrow to 
Peking. In Peking stay at the 4-star Holiday 
Inn Lido Hotel for two nights on foil board. 
Included during our stay are.visits to the 
Great Wall, dinner at a local restaurant and a 
visit to the famous Peking Opera. 

From Peking fly to Shanghai for two nights 
at the 3-star Zhaoan Hotel including a full 
sightseeing programme. 

From Shanghai we board the train and 
travel west to the ‘Garden City’ of Suzhou, 
stay two nights at the 4-star Aster Hotel where 
we visit two of the most famous gardens and 
take a three-hour cruise by launch along the 
Grand Canal fo the 'Silk' town of Wuxi. The 
following day return by rood to Shanghai and 
fly to Peking in the morning. In the afternoon 
a visit is made to Tian an Men Square and the 
Forbidden City with a farewell Peking Duck 
banquet in the evening. The journey 



9 nights from £745 

concludes with a return non-stop flight 
from Peking to London Heathrow 
arriving the same day as you depart. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

per person in a twin bedded room 

1999 Mondays 
March 22 £745 

March 29 £795.00 - April 12. 26 £7W no 
May 10. 24 £795.00 - June ?! 21 JE795JIQ 

Single supplement £95.0(1 
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ROVER CRISIS 


Byers pledges to save Longbridge 
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State for Tirade and Industry, 
said that It was no secret that 
ministers had hum : 
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By Michael Harrison 
ma^itdear tha t BMW would Business Editor 


lotions, and manufacturing. 

A vast and sprawling com- 
plex concealing 12 miles of 
road, nine miles of railway and 
an immense subterranean net- 
work of tunnels, Longbridge 
has always been more than 
just a factory Jt is a way of life, 
a small town in its own right 
proriding a livelihood for 30,000 
car workers at its peak 

It was a symbol of Britain's 
post-war industrial prowess 

and it became the battleground 
on which left and right fought 
for the hearts and minds of the 
woridng man during the epic 
union struggles of the 1970s. 

Books have been devoted to 


possible support to keep the 
P™ open and build a new 
model at Longbridge. 

Nevertheless, ministers and 
muons agree that the survival 
of the plant has never been 
more uncertain than now. 

If the works does shut it 
would not just mean the (fis~ 


— u uiuuaumi lanascape. 

It would represent the end of an 
era: in motoring, industrial re- 


A long wait 
for the news 
from Bavaria 


FROM THE outside, it looked 
like any Friday at one of 
Britain’s biggest car plants. 
The shiftworkers poured in and 
out of the many gates of 
Rover’s Longbridge Works, 
huge lorries delivered parts 
and by yesterday evening the 
site was largely empty - for 
there is no Friday night shift 

But inside the works it had 
been one long day of waiting, 
hoping and uncertainty while 
the board of the parent com- 
pany met in Munich and final- 
ly sealed the fate of of BMW’s 
chairman, Bernd Pischet- 
srieden the greatest supporter 
of keeping Longbridge open. He 
and his biggest opponent, the 
■w deputy chairman, VfoUjgang Re- 
itzle, were both removed from 
the company. 

Longbridge worioers heading 
home earlier were asking jour- 
nalists outside the plant what 
the latest news was from 
Bavaria- they had been told 
nothing by their own managers. 

John Partridge, Midlands 
regional secretary of the Trans- 
port and General Workers 
Union - the largest at Rover - 
said last night “Understand- 
ably, morale at Longbridge is 
very low amid all the frenzied . 
speculation. You can almost 
see the question-mark hanging 
over the worts.” 

He said the plant's 14,000 
workers had desperately want- 
ed Mr Pischetsrieder to keep 
his job. He was seen as the man 
who guaranteed the owner’s 
adherence to last autumn's 
deal to save the plant, in return 
for new flexible working 
|| arrangements and higher pnh 
ductivity promised by the 
unions. “He is the architect of 


BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 

that agreement to invest in 
Longbridge,” said Mr Par- 
tridge. Now they feared the 
worts on Birmingham’s south- 
ern fringe may face drastic 
cut-backs or closure. 

Rover’s sales have sunk to 
half the level of a year ago. The 
1L200 vehicles sold last month 
represent 4.6 per cent of the UK 
market, and its losses are cost- 
ing BMW deariy. 

One worker; who asked not 
to be named, said: “It’s the end 
of this place ... because he 
[Mr Pischetsrieder) was the 
only one who supported us 
through all the difficulties.” 
Another said: Tve heard ~ 
the only two places BMW is In- 
terested in are Cowley [Oxford] 
and Solihull, Bi rmingham. ” 

Others complained about 
the uncertainty hanging over 
them and management’s in- 
ability to give them any reas- 
surances about the future. 
Night shifts were aided fin- 
several weeks at Christmas 
buthave since been reinstated. 

Roger Lyons, secretary of 
the Manufacturing Science and 
Finance union, said British 
imions would be “reheved” that 
Mr Reitzle had not taken over; 
but that the new man's views on 
investment at Rover were un- 
known. “Wfe will be seeking an 
early meeting with Professor 
[Joachim] Mflberg,” Mr Lyons . 
said. “\fedontbeKevea change 
in personnel should in anyway 
affect a done deaL” Union 
sources described Professor 
MUberg as a well-respected, 
long-serving BMW executive 
who would be a “safe pair of 
hands.” 
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the sociology of Longbridge - 
the birthplace of the affluent 
working class. It was Long- 
bridge man who begat Mondeo 
man. Now BMW man looks 
ready to decree that there is no 
place in the modem car indus- 
try for Longbridge. 

The end of car production 
there would blow a great big 
hale in toe Wfest Midlands econ- 
omy. Some 50,000 jobs are de- 
pendent on the plant Everyday 
some 500 suppliers deliver 
components into the site with 
a total annual value of £L5bn. 

But the end of Longbridge 
would also tear a huge piece out 
of toe fabric our motort^his- 
tory. The Austin Seven, the Big 
Seven and the Cambridge mod- 
els of the inter-war years, the 


Mini, and toe Austin 1100, toe 
car which became the UK's 
best seller for most of the 1966s, 
were all produced there. Tb- 
gether with its sister plant at 
Cowley in Oxford, Longbridge 
once accounted for one in eveiy 
three cars sold in Britain. 

Car sales figures for last 
month, show that Rover’s share 
of toe market shrank to less 
than 5 per cent 

The plant’s origins date back 
to 1905. Riding around Birm- 
ingham on his bicycle in search 
of somewhere to start making 
cars, Herbert Austin came 
across the disused White and 
Pike printing worts. Situated 
next to toe Midland Railway’s 
main Birmingham to Glouces- 
ter and Halesowen branch 


lines, ft was an ideal location for 
bringing parts in and taking fin- 
ished cars out 

He bought the site for £7,750 
and began production two 
years later. In its first year 
Longbridge produced just £S 
cars. But by 1910 the workforce 
had reached 1,000 and Austin 
had added a night shift 

The advent of war in 2914 
turned Longbridge into an air- 
craft and munitions factory. By 
1918 it had produced more than 
2,000 aeroplanes, including the 
famous SE5a fi ghter $ mllKnn 
shells, 650 guns and 500 ar- 
moured cars. 

The inter-war years saw the 
return to car production and the 
introduction of the Austin 
Seven and Cambridge models. 


By 1930 Longbridge was pro- 
ducing 1,000 cars a week. 

The outbreak of the Second 
World War saw a return to 
military production and by 1945 
Longbridge had produced 3,000 
aircraft including Hurricanes, 
Stirling and Lancaster bom 
bers. A year after the war 
ended Longbridge celebrated 
toe production of its minion to 

ear, an Austin 16£ 

In 1952, .Austin merged with 
toe Nuffield organisation and 
Longbridge became toe head- 
quarters of the British Motor 
Corporation. Under an agree- 
ment with Donald Healey, 
Longbridge began production 
of the Austin Healey 100 sports 
car in 1953 to be followed six 
years later by the Mini 


In 1964 production reached 
an all-time peak of 345345 ve- 
hicles. Since then, however, it 
has been more or less downhill 
for Longbridge. 

It developed a reputation 
for industrial unrest Sir 
Michael Edwardes came with- 
in an ace of dosing the plant in 
the late 1970s after a succession 
of long and bruising encounters 
with trade union militants, led 
by Red Robbo - Derek Robin- 
son. Mrs Thatcher would have 
engineered its closure a decade 
later had her attempt to sell 
Austin Rover to Ford succeed- 
ed. 

Periodically, a new dawn 
would appear to break for 
Longbridge but they always 
turned out to be false. In 1980 



A worker loading cars on to a trailer to Longbridge yesterday 


JohnVbos 


Longbridge began production 
of the Metro at the new west 
works. The facility was bristling 
with so much new technology 
that it doubled Britain's popu- 
lation of welding robots. 

But toe arrival of the Japan- 
ese transplant factories in the 
1980s, starting with Nissan, 
showed the British motor in- 
dustry what an efficient car 
plant really looked like. In 1997, 
Nissan's Sunderland plant was 
the most productive in Europe 
with an output of 98 cars per 
man. Longbridge ranked twen- 
ty-fifth alongside Skoda with a 
production rate of 33 cars per 
man. 

It is that one chilling statis- 
tic as much as anything that 
may well do for Longbridge. 


Launch 
hit by 
board 
upsets 

by John Sinister 


THE TIMING could not be 
worse. Rover has just launched 
its new model 75 to toe world's 
press, and now its parent com- 
pany. BMW, has ditched chair- 
man Bcmd Pischetsrieder 
from the board. 

There was a similar example 
of unfortunate timing at last Oc- 
tober's Birmingham Motor 
Show. Rover unveiled the hand- 
some model 75 just as BMW put 
the squeeze on Rover's Long- 
bridge plant in Birmingham. 

What is a Rover anyway? it 
used to stand for .something a 
cut above the rest but recent 
Rovers have drawn heavily on 
Honda underpinnings, and 
come across as cars created on 
toe cheap. Rovers nowadays 
are bought by company fleets 
trying to be visibly British, or by 
the elderly. 

Rovers, despite the cosmet- 
ic pretence, fed cheaper, loos- 
er and more plasticky, and 
people think thqy go wrong a lot. 
even though that's no longer 
true. 

Their real rivals are cars 
from Ford and \fouxhaM, and in 
export markets that is how 
they are perceived. 

Plans are in place to change 
all this, and the 75 is the first 
stage. If Rover is allowed to 
move fast, there is still enough 
residual public awareness of 
Rover's past values fora viable 
revival. But if BMW continues 
its public sabotage, it just isn’t 
going to happen. 


Soft line with Rover was the 
downfall of car-loving boss 


BERND PISCHETSRIEDER. dis- 
missed yesterday from the 
board of BMW is not averse to 
taking a high-performance 
model out for a spin and wreck- 
ing it. 

A soft-spoken Anglophile, 
he was accused by his German 
colleagues of having been too 
kind to Rover’s British man- 
agement 

He joined BMW in 1973 after 
studying engineering, and rose 
quickly through the ranks. 

He acquired international 
experience between 1982 and 85 
as head of the South African 
subsidiary. 

Mr Pisdietsrieder took over 
the reins of BMW in 1993, and 
wasted little time taking the 
fiunily-owned company on a 
dangerous road. He saw the 
Bavarian firm as too isolated 
among the behemoths that 
I were taking over the world. 


By Imre kakacs 

in Bonn 

and set about expansion. Only 
a year after into his reign, he 
stunned the automotive world 
by buying Rover; which was 
then allied with Honda. The 
move was widely greeted in the 
car industry as a bold step to 
broaden BMW’s product range 
with a mass- market, front- 
wheel drive model range that 
would bring technological ben- 
efits for the rear-wheel drive 
BMW line. 

Although Rover was a 
money-loser; most believed that 
BMW with its reputation for 
quality engineering and deep 
pockets, would have few diffi- 
culties in turning Rover 
around. 

Indeed, even as BMW 
poured trillions of marks into 
Rover; most analysts continued 



Pischetsrieder: Refused 
to take a tougher line 

to put their faith in Mr Pis- 
chetsriedec who kept turning in 
higher profits and sales. Last 
yean though, Munich believes 
toe BMW boss lost the plot De- 
spite mounting evidence of 


problems at the British plants, 
which he concealed from his 
board, he would not contem- 
plate a tougher tine \rith British 

managers, as advocated by his 
adversaries. 

Many factors were respon- 
sible for Rover's poor perfor- 
mance - notably the strong 
pound - and Mr Pischetsrieder 
asked for patience. The owners, 
though, grew increasingly con- 
cerned. 

The recent revelation that 
profits fell last yean despite a , 
record turnover; appeared to 
seal his fete. i 

Munich, and toe money- 
men in Frankfurt, decided 
BMW would be better off with- 
out him. As rumours spread 
about his imminent dismissal, 
Mr Pischetsrieder experienced 
toe final humiliation: BMW 
share prices soared by 7 per 
cent 



Hard man of BMW also goes 


THIS IS not toe first time 
that insiders had prematurely 
crowned Wolfgang Reitzle as 
the new chief executive of 
BMW 

Mr Reitzle was seen for 
many years as the unchal- 
lenged “crown prince**. But 
when the succession took place 
in 1993, he was overlooked for 
the top job in fovonr of Bernd 
Pischetsrieder 

There was a question about 
his loyalty, amid rumours that 
he was flirting with Porsche. 
! The owners may have also mis- 
trusted his antagonistic style. 

Wbrse was to follow. After toe 
| takeover of Rover; Mr Reitzle 
j was handed the poison chalice. 
He maintained that Rover 
could only be run as an inte- 
grated part of BMW -in other 


By Imre karacs 

words, by people from Munich 
rather than by British 
managers. 

He eventually wriggled out 
of that assignment, but never 
wavered in his criticism of the 
British subsidiary, or of his 
boss's recipe for success. 

By all accounts, Mr Reitzle 
is a briffiant engineer He joined 
BMW after university as a pro- 
duction technology expert He 
held several jobs, inducting 
head of engine production, 
frpgd of technical planning and 
general manager 

He was only 36 years old 
when he joined the board, with 
respans&ft'ty for research and 
development The technical 
excellence of BMW cars owes 



Reitzle: Brilliant engineer 
with go-getting personality 

a lot to his virion, company in- 
riders said. 

Mr Reitzle never missed an 
opportunity to point out that his 
baity, BMW, was growing from 


strength to strength. Sales 
and profits of toe Munich fac- 
tory soared, and the cars 
basked in almost universal 
accolades. 

Nor did he stop reminding 
whoever would care to listen 
that the Rover prqject has been 
a flop. He continued to advocate 
limiting the Rover range 
just to Minis and Land Rovers, 
and possibly dosing Long- 
bridge. 

In personality Mr Reitzle is 
the very opposite of Mr 
Fischetsriedei: 

While Mr Pischetsrieder is 
something of a quiet eccentric 
Mr Reitzle is loud and brash, 
with film-star looks and a life- 
style to match. He currently 
lives with toe German TV per- 
sonality Nina Ruge. 


CUT OUT and SEND 


to your Member of Parliament 


House of Commons, London, SW1 A OAA. 


■ Please read the report by the Animal Detenders on ins uie ■ 

I of animals in circuses, entitled The Ughes' Shew on Ea r :h m 
7 .OCX) hours of observation backed by 800 hours ot ® 

videotape concluded that daily life for circus animals »s one * 

I of boredom, frustration, and confinement, often leading re ■ 
abnormal behaviour. Daily physical abuse incluaes the use ■ 
of whips, iron bars, and broomhandles to move animals 

I about. I believe that the use of animals in circuses cannot ■ 
be justified. | 

I Please also sign EDM 64 “Circus Animals', and ■ 

write to George Howarth at the Home Office and to Alan | 

Meale at the Department of the Environment Transport 5 ■ 

I Regions, asking that in the first instance, performing animal ■ 
training centres (winter quarters) be brought under the 1981 I 
Zoo Licensing Act (so trial established welfare standards are ■ 

I not lowered for circuses), and second, the use oi animals m ■ 
travelling circuses be banned i 

■ Name: Address - ■ 


Postcode: 

to The Animal Defenders 

| □ Please send me a free information pact j| 

□ I enclose a donation to help your work- 

I Q £15 QE25 □ £50 □ £ Olher | 

Please rnsto efteque PO ewatrt? ,v jr.r j ^r. r ■ | 

I Name 

Address: I 

I Postcode I 

■ The Animal Pa fondar a, II, .(L / I 

L 261 OeMhawk Road, London W12 SPE 

TaL 9181 848 9777 mrrmia ■ 
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World’s oldest rocks 
found in Canada 


THEY MAY k>ak Hfee a p2e of old 
rubble, but for geologists the 
grey-black stones found in 
Canada have turned out to be 
the oldest rocks in the world. 

Scientists have dated the 
rocks, found in the western 
Slave Province of the North- 
western Territories, to 4.06 
billion years, r na W n g them 
hundreds of milli ons of years 
older the previous oldest 
rocks and half a billion years 
younger than the Earth itself. 

Sara Bowring, professor of 
geology at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
said the find opens a new win- 
dow on a little-known period. 
“'What is remarkable about 
these rocks is that they are not 
remarkable. They look like any 
other rocks on Earth today 
which shows how the produc- 
tion of rocks hasn't changed in 
that tim e.” 


BY STEVE CONNOR 
Science Editor 

Geologists once thought no 
rocks could be older than 3.8 
billion years, because the 
Earth had suffered meteorite 
bombardment before then, 
suggesting nothing on its sur- 
face could have survived. 

But in the Eighties scien- 
tists who analysed minerals in 
the ancient rocks of Western 
Australia disco v ered crystals 
more than 4 billion years old 

The search began to find rocks 

that could be this old 

The Canadian rocks are ig- 
neous - they were formed 
under the volcanic conditions 
of the Earth's interior - and 
contain microscopic “time cap- 
sules” of zircon crystals. Ttoo 
kinds of uranium isotopes 
within the crystals degrade 
into isotopes of lead at a known 
rate, giving scientists two 


docks to gauge the age of the 
material to within a couple of 
mQZion years. 

■ The oldest rocks to contain 
signs of life date to 3.8 billion 
years and were found in sedi- 
mentary deposits in Green- 
land Sedimentary rocks are 
formed underwatery, low-tem- 
perature conditions which are 
conducive to the survival of liv- 
ing organisms. Professor 
Bowrmg said he hopes to 
search the same part of Cana- 
da for similar sedimentary 
rocks which may possess fos- 
silised remains of the earliest 
life forms to have evolved 
“There could be sedimen- 
tary rocks dating back to then, 
although no one knows when 
the oceans were in place which 
helped them to form.” he said 
If we find sedimentary rocks as 
old as 4 bnifoyi years I think 
well find evidence of life in 
them." 


Ian Williams, a geologist at 
the Australian National Uni- 
versity in Canberra and co-dis- 
coverer of the said “The 

real Interest in the old rocks 
will be to study their chemical 
and isotopic compositions, 
which wilZ provide direct In- 
formation on the roA^nrorng 
processes that were operating 
4.000 Emfficm years ago and how 
the earliest continents formed 

“Even though these are the 
oldest rocks known, hidden 
within of their zircon 
crystals we have found rem- 
nants of smaller zircons fh*t 
are even olden These must 
have come from the rock from 
which these oldest rocks were 
formed" 

The latest find could also 
help to establish whether the 
Earth’s crust undergoes con- 
tinual turnover or whether it is 
the result of a gradual accu- 
mulation of new material. 



The greyblack volcanic rocks of western Canada were formed four billion years ago 
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Samsbury’s 

admit Cleese 
ad is faulty 


SAINSBUKY’S HIGH-PROFILE 

Value to Shout About cam- 
paign, hunted by John Cleese, 
has flopped toe chain admitted 

The television commercials, 
featuring Mr Cleese as a gar- 
ishly clad eccentric running 
around a stive with a mega- 
phone, has been voted the most 
irritating ad campaig n of toe 
past 12 months and was criti- 
cised by staff for making them 
tookfooMsh. Now Dino Adriano, 
Sains bray's chief executive, 
has said that although it helped 
bring in more customers, it 
“(fid not meet its sales tar- 
gets". He said the average 
transaction size and average 
spend had foUen over the pak 
few months as shoppers cher- 
ry-picked the best bargains. 

Although onfy one element in 
a wider bid by Samsbury's to 
shed consumer perceptions of 
the store as expensive, Mr 
Cleese’s role in the campaign 
made him its most public face. 

“John Cleese is the last re- 
sort of people who have run out 
of ideas,” said Stefano Hat- 
field, editor of the advertising 
industry magazine Campaign. 
“If in doubt, rail for John Cleese 
or Joanna Lumley. John Cleese 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 

running around shouting has 
been done so many times be- 
fore that nobody takes any no- 
tice any more. 1 ' 

Mr Hatfield added that the 
advert's failings reflected diffi- 
culties Sainsbury’s was 1 laving 
trying to communicate value fir 
money while not implying any 
loss in quality “From being 
the middle-class grocer. Sains- 
buiy's has not really found it- 
self a new positioning from 
which it challenge Tfesco." 
Samsbury's said they would 
continue to use Mr Cleese as an 
adverti s ing vehicle in the short 
term despite his cost - report- 
edly £400.000. 

Theagency responsible, Ab- 
bott Mead Vickers BBDQ. ad- 
mitted earlier films had 
“over-executed” the idea of 
“value worth shouting about” 
but more recent work had been 
well received in research. 
“Salisbury's always used to 
talk about quality and to sud- 
denly start talking about value 
was a shock for a tot of people,” 
said Mark Peterson, account di- 
rector at Abbott Mead Vickers, 
Shares plunge, page 19 


Pair deny ‘Mardi 
Gra’ bombings 


TWO ELDERLY brothers ac- 
cused of carrying out the 
“Mardi Gra” bombing cam- 
paign against Barclays Bank 
and Sainsbnry’s supermarkets 
yesterday denied all charges. 

Edgar Pearce, 61, and his 
brother Ronald, 67, pleaded 
not guilty to a total of 20 counts 
at the Old Bailey, related to the 
three-and-a-half year black- 


By Jason bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 

mail and bombing campaign. 

The alleged offences took 
place from l December 1994 to 
28 April 1998. The men, both 
from Chiswick, west London, 
were remanded in custody and 
are due to stand trial on 7. 
April 
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Gandhi’s luck 


miss 


spiteful press 


THINKING ABOUT the fate of 
England’s football coach, as 
every newspaper and news- 
show insists we must, I have 
also been thinking about Ma- 
hatma Gan dhi. Agreed: the 
connections made by the 
human mind are sometimes 
very strange. 

IN 1934 a great earthquake 
shook northern India and 
many thousands of people, 
most of them poor, died under 
rubble and earth. Mahatma 
Gandhi said that it was their 
own fault They had been sin- 
ful and God was punishing 
them. 

As Gandhi was then the 
most popular political figure in 
India and on his way to saint- 
hood status in the rest of the 
world, his remarks were of a 
kind which would come to be 
described later in the century 
- this week in fact - as an 
“error of judgement”. Gandhi 
Symbolised non-violence and, 
by extension, gentleness and 
compassion. This reputation 
was obviously at risk. 

There were also more prag- 
matic considerations for his 
colleagues in the Indian inde- 
pendence movement Gandhi 
was then their only mass leaden 
but his political power depend- 
ed on the support of uiqarivi- 
leged Indians Ghe the maqy who 
were now grieving over their 
crushed and dead relations. 

Gandhi already had critics 
and enemies, Indian as wefl as 
British, inside the indepen- 
dence movement and out of it 
His religious beliefs melded 
his own Hinduism with aspects 
of Christianity. “Mish-mash'' is 
this week’s word. Earthquakes- 
as-punishment dearly owed as 
much to the Old Testament as 
anything in the ancient Indian 
epics. His social ideas - favour- 
ing handicrafts over machines, 
vfllages over industrial towns -- 
were partly inspired by English 
Victorian Utopians. His egali- 
tarianism came from the Euro- 


Notebook 



Ian Jack 

pean Enlightenment He be- 
lieved that the caste system de- 
tracted from human dignity, 
that untouchabflity should be 
abolished, that even the high- 
est castes should dean their 
own cesspits. 

Perhaps only m Hie most 
superficial way - his dress - did 
he completely exemplify the 
reality of the ordinary Indian. 
Almost everything else about 
him was controversial inside 
his own country. 

The newspapers had a field 
day: “GandhFs Gaffe”, “The 
Muddled Mahatma", and so on. 
’ PrtlitirianR, Smffing the pop uHst 
breeze, were quick to follow. 
The Minister for Uramcars and 
Government Stationery (Ben- 
gal) told the Calcutta Assem- 
bly, to laughter; that Gandhi 
“couldn’t tefi his karma from 
his Calvin". There were many 
other jests of that kind. 

Still, Gandhi might have 
survived had his fellow-leader, 
Pairfit Nehru, not chosen to ap- 
pear on an early All-India 
Radio talk show, A JoUy Good 
Morning, with Sunil and Smita. 
The programme was known fix 1 
its “light, bright look” at cur- 
rent events and people in the 
news. Nehru did not expect 
searching questions about 
EBndu-MusHm relations, the 
cure for mass poverty, or how 
quickly (if at all) his country 
could leave the British Empire 
- otherwise he would not have 
gone on the show. And indeed 
he did not get them. 


Sunil and Smita said it was 
great to have him in the studio. 
Nehru said it was great to be 
there. Smita adjusted her sari, 
uncovering a fetching slice of 
midriff. Sunil asked about the 
new Viceroy (“quite a nice 
bloke”, said Nehru). Smita 
wanted to know how his daugh- 
ter; Indira, was getting on at 
her Swiss boarding school 
(“oh, yTonow, throwm* snow- 
balls, ski-in’, eatin’ fondu and 
that kinda thing;” said Nehru, 
smiling, “a typical Indian kid") . 

It was going so wefl. Then 
came an awkward one: the 
earthquake question. Nehru 
had prepared for this; be knew 
what to do and say. A smile, a 
shnig, something about Gand- 
hi just being Gandhi, the ever- 
present danger of misquotation. 

But there was in Nehru z 
desperate wish to be Eked, to be 
Mr Bloke, to share the opinions 
of your average man in a dhoti. 
So he said well, y*know, if Gand- 
hi had actually said what he was 
reported to have said, then, 
yes, he would have to go. 

The next day Gandhi went 
Several trays of photographic 
flash-powder fizzed and popped 
as a half-naked TTian retr eated 

behind the doors of his ashram, 
where he span happily and pri- 
vate^ for the next 30 years. His- 
torians stifl arg^e over whether; 
had he stayed, India might 
been independent earlier than 
1961, or won cricket’s world cup 
before 1983. 


HOW MUCH of tiie above is 
true? This much: 

On 15 January 1934, an 
earthquake flattened several 
towns in the state of Bihar The 
precise casualty figures will 
never be known, but certainly 
tens of thousands of people 
died. Gandhi, who was then 
campaigning against uu- 
touchabfliiy a thousand miles 
way m southern India, made a 
public statement “A man like 



Mahatma Gandhi, visiting London in 1948. Unlike Glenn Hoddle, he survived his comments on God’s punishments 


Hutton Getty 


me”, he said, “cannot but be- 
lieve that this earthquake is a 
divine chastisement sent by 
God for our sins... For me 
there is a vital connection be- 
tween the Bihar calamity and 
the untouchabflity campaign.” 

Several of his friends and 
associates were shocked. 
Rabindranath Tagore, the 
writer/philosopher who was 
the first non-white to win a 
Nobel prize, issued another 
public statement in reply 
which expressed his “painful 
surprise” at his friend’s “truly 
tragic" views. 

“It is all tiie more unfortu- 
nate,” said Tagore, “because 
this kmd of unscientific view erf 
phenomenon is too readily ac- 
cepted by a large section of our 
c oun t iy men... If we associate 
ethical principles with the cos- 
mic phenomena, we shall have 
to admit that; human nature is 
morally much superior to [a] 
Providence that preaches its 
lessons of good behaviour in or- 
gies of the worst behaviour pos- 
sible. Fbr we ran never imagine 
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any civilised ruler of men mak- 
ing in discrimina te examples of 
casual victims. .. in order to im- 
press others dwelling at a safe 
distance, who possibly deserve 
more severe condemnation.” 
Gandhi, who could be stub- 
born and slippery at the same 
time, showed no remorse. Fbr 
from mumbling about his 
words being taken out of con- 
text or distorted, he wrote a 
piece for his newspaper; the 
Horgan, which only added to 
the original offence. “We do not 
know the Laws of God nor their 
working. Knowledge of the 
tallest scientist or the spiritu- 
alist is like a particle of dust.. . 
With me the connection be- 
tween cosmic phenomena and 
human behaviour is a living 
faith that draws me nearer to 
God, humbles me and makes 
me readier for facing him.” 
Nehru was beginning a tour 
of the earthquake zone when he 
read GandhPs first statement 
Later he wrote: *A staggering 
remark.... Anything more op- 
posed to the scientific outlook 


it would be difficult to imag- 
ine... The idea (rf sin and ^vine 
wrath and man's relative im- 
portance in the affairs of the 
universe - they take us bade a 
few hundred years when the In- 
quisition flourished and burned 
Giordano Bruno for his scien- 
tific hereqy and sent many a 
witch to the stake!” 

And that was that, pretty 
well. A robust exchange of 
views, then silence. India had 
a mainly illiterate population, 
newspaper circulations were 
small, their primary content 
information culled from 
telegrams and government de- 
partments. The institutions, 
tools and excitements of mod- 
em democracy and the mod- 
em media had yet to arrive; the 
demos had yet to be electrified. 

Gandhi sailed on. His re- 
marks about the earthquake be- 
came a small footnote in bis 
great biography as overlooked 
as that phrase in our insurance 
documents- “excepting acts of 
God” -which Gandhi, after aH, 
had anty been trying to explain. 


GANDHI AND Glenn Hoddle 
make a mad analogy. Their re- 
ligious beliefs have little in 
common. Oddly Gandhi, who 
wasasortofHtodu,didnotbe- 
Beve that untouchabOily was, for 
thg unto uchable, P p tmishiripnt 
for the sins of a previous life; 
whereas Hoddle, a sort of Chris- 
tian, dearly would. All they 
share is a faith that the super- 
natural can intervene in human 
affairs and that the intervention 
can sometimes be punitive. 

Most of the world used to 
think this. A lot of it does stilL 
As an explanation for suffering, 
it may be crude, but it is only 
that - an explanation. Those 
who believe it can be just as 
compassionate - Gandhi for 
sure, Hoddle by various ac- 
counts - as those who do not 
This simple difference between 
faith and behaviour used to be 
more widely understood. 

Reading and watching the 
merfia this week, I could not help 
thinking how lucky a public fig- 
ure Eke Gandhi had been to miss 
its fickle, orgasmic sensation- 


alism. Every branch is infected. 
It can no longer be described as 
a tabloid phenomenon (the only 
widely available paper to put 
Hoddle in the sports section was 
the Herald Tribune). The vomit 
in the pail slid from side to side. 
At toe beginning of the week, he 
must go. At the end, he deserves 
our sympathy. Mr Bloke had 
arisen, was inescapable in the 
form of men without proper 
jobs: David Mellon ^ Tony Banks, 
Charlie Whelan. 

A desperation is increas- 
ingly evident, mainly toe des- 
peration of newspapers to sell 
copies in a uniquely competi- 
tive but declining market. 
Many people feel alienated by 
it, not least (you may be happy 
to know) some of those who 
work in the media. Gandhi, al- 
though a political opponent of 
Britain, was always an admir- 
er of its intelligent, liberal tem- 
per which in so many ways had 
formed his own. This week its 
replacement by an ignorant, 
paltry, joyful vindictiveness 
was a frightening thing. 
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ying friend 
saved me, 
says climber 


By Kate Watson-Smvth 

A CUMBER WHO saw his friend 
die of hypothermia as they Lay 
stranded together on a moun- 
tain rkige tor six days, said yes- 
terday that he owed his life to 
his companion. 

Jamie Andrew, who suffered 
severe frostbite in afl his limbs, 
ros plucked by helicopter from 
i ridge on Les Droites, in the 
Mont Blanc range on Sunday. 

Mr Andrew's friend, Jamie 
Fisher; 28, died in the freezing 
emperatures. 

Speaking from his hospital 
ied for the first time since his 
irdeal, Mr Andrew, 29, said: 
‘The one thing that kept us 
*oing was our friendship. 

“We buoyed each other up. 
)n several occasions we had to 
:eep each other going to sur- 
vive. Sadly, only I made it" 

Mr Andrew, who may have to 

vave parts of his fingers, ears, 
ind toes amputated, was too ill 
o speak before yesterday 

His fathec Howard, who flew 
•ut from the family’s home in 
llasgow to be at his son’s bed- 
ide in Chamonix, said that his 
on had been either fuDy asleep 
r drowsy for most of the week. 

But yesterday he had 
ecovered enough to talk to the 
)aUy Record about the acd- 
ent and said he was not afraid 
f amputation. “The loss of my 
iend is for sadder to me than 
ny injury that I have sus- 



tained myself- 1 am not a hero. 
Ef anything I am slightly tough. 
1 wanted to get out alive. There 
is nothing heroic about that." 

The two men, who shared a 
flat in E dinb urgh, set off from 
Chamonix in eastern France 12 
days ago. Their aim was to 
tackle the Droites peak, in the 
Mont Blanc range. 

They were forced to halt on 
the 13,000ft ridge when they be- 
came trapped in a sudden 
storm which blew up as they 
tried to descend from the 
mountain. The men, both 
experienced climbers, dug a 
snowhole under their bivouac 
as temperatures fell to minus 
30C and 20ft snowdrifts buQt up. 

The alarm was raised in 
Chamonix but when rescuers 
attempted to reach the 
climbers by air; winds gusting 


at 85mph or more pushed their 
aircraft back. 

Finally the weather im- 
proved enough for a close 
approach and a wire was low- 
ered from a helicopter to the 
mountain rkige and Mr Andrew 
and his friend’s body were 
flown off 

Mr Andrew, an engineer who 
works in the North Sea oil 
industry said yesterday that he 
had not expected to survive the 
ordeal and praised his res- 
cuers. “The rescue services 
were incredible. They were 
totally magnificent and it is a 
miracle that they managed to 
get me off at alL They managed 
an incredible job. 

“The conditions were unex- 
pectedly bad. 1 have never 
experienced anything as bad for 
so long. It just didn't stop. 
There was nothingwecouid do 
except wait for help to arrive." 

Mr Andrew said he did not 
know ifbewould be able to climb 
again but vowed to remain ac- 
tive whatever happened 

The two men were regarded 
as two of Scotland's best 
climbers and had tackled 
routes previously thought to be 
unattainable. 

Mr Fisher who has two 
brothers, was a care worker 
with the charity Bamardo’s in 
Edinburgh and, like Mr 
Andrew, was a fonnerpresident 
of the University of Edinburgh 
mo untaineering club 



Jamie Andrew with his girlfriend, Anna Wyatt, and father; Howard, at the hospital In Chamonix Gordon Jack 


Doctors at Chamonix Hos- 
pital, who have dealt with sim- 
ilar cases of serious frostbite, 
are hoping to save Mr Andrew's 
blackened hands and feet But 
he must wait for a few more 


days before the foil extent ofhis 
injuries can be assessed. 

a very long process," Mr 
Andrew said. “I am not trying 
to deceive myself about the 
extent of my injuries. 


*T know they are bad and I 
know there are stiff major hur- 
dles to overcome. 

“I’ve got an awfoJ lot of treat- 
ment to undergo. Tve got very 
severe frostbite in all four of my 


limbs and I am stiff foirly numb. 
I am not in much pain but I can 
tell it is going to be a very long 
process. I can’t say 1 am mak- 
ing a recovery apart from the 
feet that I have thawed out" 


Now it’s the technically modified Teletubby 


HILDREN IN future will prob- 
bly have a diet consisting of 
with everything -in their 
>ys, that is. Playthings are 
ndergoing a revolution. Tb- 
ioitow’s adults are already 
etting used to an idea that 
Teir parents find strange - of 
animate objects which re- 
3o nd to them, based on the 
smputer chips inside them. 

A massive toy fair in New 
ijrfc which begins this weekend 
iff see the unveiling of Tele- 
ibbies with built-in proces- 
>rs. When a child squeezes 
\em, they will giggle or say up 
• 20 different phrases. Mean- 
hfle, screens in their bellies 
in show games or puzzles. 

The new Teletubbies are the 
’.suit of a joint project be- 
y’een Microsoft, the software 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

giant and Itsy Bitsy Enter- 
tainment, the US distributor for 
the toys. “Children will come to 
consider them their first tech- 
nological friend," said Itsy Bitsy 
boss Kenn Viselman. 

But such “technological 
friends" are increasingly cam- 
room As the price of computer 
chips has plummeted in the 
past two decades, it has become 
possible to incorporate them 
even into toys ftrt&e mass mar- 
ket which might only be in 
fashion for a year or so. Last 
year saw the FUrby, a chip- 
controlled doll which mewed 
and giggled. A couple of years 
ago there was Buzz Lightyeai; 
whose chip-generated voice 


announced that he was heading 
“lb infinity -and beyond!" 

The most noticeable chip- 
oontrdffed toy has been Barney, 
produced by Microsoft’s Acti- 
Mates division. The purple di- 
nosaur can be programmed to 
react to the TV, a compute- and 
even sites on the Internet But 
the Tfeletubiries will be for a 
newer generation who will al- 
most be surprised if there isn’t 
a chip in their toy. 

Yet this will not create a na- 
tion of computer maniacs. Psy- 
chologists reckon that such 
foys can be positive for childrei, 
because they encourage com- 
munication. 

“Children do a lot of pretend 
playii^whkiisv^imptHtant 
in early childhood,” said Jen- 
nifer Smith, a farmer psychol- 


ogy lecturer at Middlesex Uni- 
versity who specialists in early 
learning. “Even with a toy that 
doesn’t speak, you’ll seea child 
pretend that their teddy bear is 
taTiring back to them, holding 
imaginary conversations.” 

With toys which do react to 
the child, “they take the idea on 
board very rapidly, ” Dr Smith 
said. “But they also soon realise 
that there is a limited range of 
interaction, that some phrase 
has come up before. Eventual- 
ly, that toy will go to the place 
where all the others do." 

The pressure to go elec- 
tronic is also affecting tradi- 
tional toys. Lego, the Danish 
company best known for its toy 
bricks, announced last month 
that it was cutting a tenth of its 
10,000 workforce worldwide, as 


the huge growth in computer 
games has put pressure on 
sales of plastic brids that datft 
do anything if 1^ on their cpwn. 
Tb today’s child, that can seem 
a tad duff. 

Tb counter that, the compa- 
ny last summer launched its 
Mindstorms “programmable 
bricks" aimed at children aged 
over 12L Designed with the help 
of professors at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy, the bricks could be 
programmed from a computer 
Lego intends to follow that up 
with programmable brides that 
do not need a computer; they 
will store their own list of ac- 
tivities. *T think we will see 
chips bailt in to mare and more 
toys," said a spokesman for 
Lego UK 



The original version of the Teletubbies toys 


Retail 

rages 

save 

money 

BV EILEEN Mfl-’BWI*' 

STORES HAVE been losing up to 
a quarter of what women shop- 
pers would spend on a trip due 
to the antics of their male part- 
ners trying to get out of the 
shop, a survey has revealed. 

The survty by reUul anabsts 
David J Peck Associates, asked 
shoppers all over the country 
what annoyed them most about 
their partner while shopping. 

Wbmen were described as 
the “driving force" behind most 
shopping trips but said outing 
were frequently sabotaged by a 
bored and disaffected mala 
Among the most frequent 
complaints were men getting 
annoyed when their partners 
did not grab the first thing to. 
hand and dash to the cash tiff. 
Men were also accused of al- 
ways wanting to buy the cheap- 
est thing on offer, using traffic 
and lack of parting to get out of 
shopping and sulking when they 
missed football or rugby on the 
television. Other tricks includ- 
ed putting on a show of “road 
rage" at the start of the trip to 
create a bad atmosphere. 

Many men got children to 
support them by reminding 
them what they could be doing 
if they were not shopping, and 
male partners also made 
observations that undermined 
women's confidence when 
asked for advice, the study raid. 

The same women said that 
when their partners offered 
constructive advice and support 
they spent as much as 23 per 
cent more than they intended. 

Women's tactics for curtail- 
ing a tour of men’s shops were 
for more subtle and emotional. 
Hie men told how their partners 
would complain of tiredness, 
aching feet and just “not being 
well" or pretend they were wor- 
ried about the children or where 
the car was parked. 

The plaintive ay of "Does my 
bum look big in Bus?" before 
complaining about the answer 
also drove men mad, 
researchers found. Men also 
hated having to look at every- 
thing in the shop and women 
disappearing after reaching the • 
head of the queue to look at 
something else. But men 
agreed that if their partners 
were more supportive they 
would spend more. 

The author David Peek said: 
“A typical successful strategy 
was initiated years ago when it 
was realised that children are 
serious shopping saboteurs. 
Retail ers introduced play areas, 
creches and other facilities. 

“But now I believe is the time 
to introduce play areas for 
grown-ups - imaginative places 
where the disaffected partner 
can be parked happily while 
shopping goes on." 
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PLUS FREE FULLY 
INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

worth £619 

WHENYOU SPEND OVER £3.500 

OR FREE AMERICAN 
FRIDGE FREEZER” 

worth £899 
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Cl Fantastic saving on rhe entire M Jgn « 
range of kitchen and bedroom cabinets 

□ Service that's second to none 

□ Optional stainless steel dynamic drawer 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


HOME NEWS/9 


Madchester flares up again as Mondays hit the road 



. STONE ROSES ._r-V 

Their eponymous debut album sold 
500.000 copies and they are 
credited with originating the 
"Madchester* sound. A second 
album took five years to record and 
disappointed. Lead man Ian Brown, 
recently jailed for ‘air rage*, is now 
solo. John Squires is in the 
Seahorses; bass player Gary 'ManT 
Moun field left to join Primal Scream. 


HAPPY MONDAYS 

Formed in 1 984 in Manchester. 
Disbanded early 1993. Reforming for 
financial reasons with the Ryder 
brothers Shaun and Paul drummer 
Gaz Whelan, backing vocalist Rowetca 
and new members wags - from 
Shaun's last group, Black Grape - and 
a rapper called Nuts. Mark ‘Bez’ 
Berry will provide dancing and 
occasional percussion. 


'•••: INSPIRAL CARPETS 

Formed in Manchester in 1 980 
initially as The Furs. Noel Gallagher 
was their roadie. The band faded 

away without a record deal, rather 

chan splitting up in acrimony like 
others from the scene. They were 
defined by their Hammond organ 
sound, so it is not surprising mat the 
inist. Obit Boon, is the only one 
i a solo career. 


A 



CHARLATANS 

Formed in Cheshire in late 1989 as a 

r tet. Number one with first 

m. Still Intact, with the exception 
of the keyboard player. Rob CotKns. 
who died in a car crash in 1996. The 
band had a number-one album as late 
as 1995, long after the death of the 
ba ggy scene. Last year’s album 
produced two hits, "North Country 
Boy" and "The Only One I Know*. 


808 STATE - 

The band came out of the 
Madchester ba ggy scene but was 
much closer to trie rave culture of 
the "Summer of Love*. Techno-rave- 
rock; once described as "Tangerine 
Dream on speed - . Their song "Parihc 
State" became one of the anthems of 
1 989. They have survived as remix 
artists and are still regulars at events 
such as Tribal Gathering. 


JAMES 

Although their existence pre-djres 
Madchester, their lift-off single. 'Sit 
Down" - complete with flowery 
T-shirts and baggy trousers - came 
smack m the middle After a brief but 
dangerous flirtation with stadium 
rock on their Seven album, they 
rediscovered their loots after teaming 
up with Brian Ena for Laid Still 
together, soil very successful 


By Paul McCann 
A iVP Rhys williams 

SlXYEARS after they packed up 

“ear baggy flares in a whirl of 
street drugs and reerimma- 
bons. the Happy Mondays are 
back. The Hacienda may be 
closed and the quality of ecstasy 
dmu nished, but the fast turn- 
around of musical trends 
means die band is reforming to 
cash in on “Madchester" nos- 
talgia just six years after it 
split up. 

The Mondays, with the 
Stone Roses and the Hacienda 
nightdub, were the epicentre of 
the Madchester or “baggy" 

scene. A fusion of ecstasy Acid 

House beats, rock music 
some of the worst haircuts 
seen in Britain since the Plan- 
tagenets, the Madchester phe- 
nomenon peaked between 1989 
and 1992. It even made the 
cover of Time magazine. 

Then, like al] youth trends, it 
was quickly gone, leaving be- 
hind some great music, a bas- 
tard child called “Britpop" and 
some very frazzled brain cells. 

Infamous lead singer Shaun 
Ryder has decided to reform 
the band for financial reasons. 
The former heroin and crack 


addict faces a large tax bill and 
his last band, Black Grape, 
split acrimoniously in 1997. 

The band will play a four- 
date tour starting in Manches- 
ter in April If the gigs go well, 
more are planned. The group 
has yet to decide whether to 
make a new album; “Well put 


a show on, pfay some tunes, and 
hope it sounds good,” said Mr 
Ryder yesterday. “Hopefully 
the tour will be rock and rolL If 
it turns into rock and Status 
Quo well have to finish it" 
Shaun’s brother; Paul Eydes 

and fhp dr ummer , fow. W hplan, 

are playing on the tour; and 


backing vocalist, Rowetta, is 
back. But the guitarist, Mark 
Day and the keyboard player; 
Paul Davis, are no longer in the 
band. Crucially Mark “Bez” 
Berry, the band’s non-singing, 
non-musical mascot, who 
merely walked around an stage 
with his hood up, will be joining 


the touc Shaun Ryder claims 
Bez asked for £50,000. “We got 
him down to £500. Wfefl, £500 and 
a free T-shirt.” 

The Happy Mondays col- 
lapsed in March 1993 when in- 
fighting, prodigious drug 
consumption and a chaotical- 
ly recorded final album brought 


down its record label, Factory 
Records - another key com- 
ponent in the Madchester 
scene. 

“Their legacy is massive be- 
cause it was the first time that 
rock music embraced dance 
culture," says John Mo Ivey, 
deputy editor of the music mag- 


azine, NME. “From being pro- 
nounced dead by the cogno- 
scente of the house scene, rock 
embraced dance and dance 
embraced rock. 

“Hie Mondays also provided 
a new spin on the old rock 'n' 
roll excesses. 

“Music pundits need char- 


acters to renew old articles of 
faith and refresh old values." 

John McKie. the editor of 
Smash Hits, said; "Baggies will 
greet the reformation al the 
Mondays with uncantnnvu 
glee, although the underwits Mill 
probably wonder what all the 
hiss is about." 


Teachers 
to boycott 
appraisal 
system 


THE LARGEST teachers’ union 
yesterday threatened a series 
of rolling oneway strikes over 
the proposed “payment by re- 
sults" and warned that its 
members would boycott per- 
formance appraisals next year. 

Doug McAvoy general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said the union would 
take the action to stop annual 
“MoT" tests for teachers being 
turned into a way of imposing 
performance-related pay 

The National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union afWbmen 
Teachers (NASUWT) also 
threatened a boycott of the an- 
nual appraisal, claiming yes- 
terday that it would “swamp 
schools with bureaucracy". 

Mr McAvoy said: “If the Gov- 
ernment is determined to ignore 
die views of teachers, it wifi an- 
tagonise teachers. There could 
be half-day action, one-day or 
rolling strikes in the hope that be- 
tween September this year and 
September next year the Gov- 
ernment will change itsposition." 

Nigel de Gruchy, the gener- 
al secretary of NASUWT said 
the union would negotiate over 
the changes, but warned; “It is 
prudent to prepare plans to de- 
fend teachers against the totally 
unmanageable impositions 
which seem, unfortunately, to 
be emerging from the Green 
and technical papers. If that can 
only be achieved by direct ac- 
tion, then so be it" 

Headteachers and employ- 
ers also attacked the proposals 

as unworkable, while the other 
major classroom unions hard- 
ened their position. 

Peter Smith, general secre- 
tory of the Association of Tfeach- 
ers and Lecturers, said: “I 
think that there will be wide- 
spread civil disobedience in 
schools unless the Government 
listens to the teachers’ points 
cf view. The Tower of London 
is not big enough to contain all 
the refuseniks." 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 


by Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 

tary of State for Education, 
said the Government was prop- 
osing a “modern performance 
system, based on a range of fac- 
tors including, but not exclu- 
sively, targets and results”. 

Writing in The Times Edu- 
cational Supplement, he said: 
“Most parents - and teachers 
- would rightly say that teach- 
ers should, can and do make a 
big difference to the achieve- 
ment of their pupils.” 

At stake is the most funda- 
mental reform of the way 
teachers are assessed and paid 
for 100 years. Under the pro- 
posals, teachers will only 
progress up the pay scale if they 
pass an annual appraisal by 
their head teacher. To pass, 
teachers must be judged 

against annual targets, both for 
their own work and the exam 
performance of their pupils. 

Once teachers get to the top 

of the dassroexn pay-scale, cur- 
rently £23JM)0,th^r can a^)ly to 

take a tougher test to pass a 
performance and pay “thresh- 
old". Headteachers will rec- 
ommend who should pass, but 
nationally trained assessors 
will have the final say. 

Thachers who pass stand to 

gain a 10 par cent pay rise, and 
access to salaries up to £40,000. 
But they will have to sign new 
contracts giving 14 ) restrictions 
on the length of the working year 
According to the Green Papet; a 
majority will pass, but a “sub- 
stantial minority” will not 

Senior government sources 
said it would be “extraordinary 
fora teachers’ union to suggest 
to its members that they should 
oppose arrangements which 
would enable them to gain a pay 
increase of around £ 2,000 a 
yean 

“Effectively, a union which 
aims to block this appraisal sys- 
t em is telling its members they 
should settle for lower pay.” 


Council workers 
reject 2% rise 


local BY ALAN JONES 


which the trade union side has 
rejected We urge the employ- 
ers to think again.” 

Mick Graham, head of local 

i * II- - nun nnn 


re- 
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offeris completely unacceptable 
... u uwui nfti,aiv»T amarrisan- 


:or 


iiMSTIS -T 

in the light of the pay awards an- 
nounced earlier this week for 
other public-sector workers." 

A spokesman for the em- 
ployers said the offer would add 
£ 2 60 m to the pay bill, and 
added that under a previous 
agreement workers’ hours wffl 
becut from 39 to 37 from April. 



YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

Lines are open from 8 to 6 weekdays and from 10 to 3 weekends. Northern Rock pic are introducer representatives of the Legal & General marketing group members of which are regulated by the Personal investment Au;iio- 
and IMRO for the purposes of making introductions to other representatives for recommending, advising on and selling life assurance and investment products bearing Legal & General's name. Subiect to status Applicants -nust 
be 23+. Written quotations available. The secured loan requires mortgage security; the drawdown loan is unsecured. A life policy may be required. To help maintain our service standards calls may tie recorded 3773..'* 
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1000 Spin 
Washing Machine 

■ 'A' rated wash 
performance. 

■ ‘K rated energy efficiency. 

■ 21 programmes. 
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SONY 28" Widescreen TV with 
Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Sound 
■ 66an Visible Screen Size. ■ Fastext 
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HOOVER 

7.6 cu.ft Fridge 
Freezer 
Glass Shelves. 

Model HM22C 
Was £34*9* 

Was £279.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 
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LG 

4L4ox.fi. Fridge 

■ Icebox. 

■ Icecube tray. 
Model GR1S1SS. 

LG 4.1 CUA 
Upright Fraator 
a**tntofa.Dcoi. 
Model GF161SSF. 
W» £14939. 
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LEG 83 mJt Fridge Freezer 
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■ Auto drfnaa In fridge. DSD AM 

Model N216. Hcrilr/SHaa 
mfei imn In imn Pi'iTTT 
Price £24939. i NEWTH5 NIBBT REE omm* 


FURTHER REDUCTION 


BSfl 

il 

iUM 

29-99 


s 

:100^ 




Surround Sand MKSSin 

SSBS fflSIilOW 

£1099 12 MONTHS Ml bids 1 RK OPTION* 


CAMCORDER 


SAVE/40, 


SAVE 

£40 




next day 

DELIVERY 


j AfipiJBiSi 

WSir 


a tv‘ : . 

t- .. rr _*>y f 

.. .*■ 

.. ' -'£*■>* f X.:' 

:•«*!*& • . 'Y R 




AMERICAN STYLE 
REFRIGERATION 


HITACHI 

8mm Camcorder with 
US’ LCD Screen 

■ 16xzoom. 

■ 0.8 lux low light capability. 

Model VME-543E. 

Was £469.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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16.8 cu.fL American Style Frost-Free 
Fridge Freezer 

Model GR57ZTVF. 

Was £649.99. 

In-store Price £599.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST Htff OPTION* 
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4-Head HICAM Staieo 
Video with VideoPtus 
and POC 
NTSC Playback 
on PAL TV. 

Model SU/E730. 
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'Advantage - Dishwasher 

■ Takes 12 Place Settings. 

■ 3 wash temperatures. 

■ 5 programmes. 

Model AF300SS. 
was £439 99. 

6 MONTHS MTBIEST FREE OPTION* 
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BBsama Power System 
Upright Cleaner 

■ Powerful 1400 ^ 

watt motor. ^ 

■ 5 Stage {? 
Filtration. ! 

■ Badcsaver Handle. 
Model 1715POWER. 

Was £149.99. 
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PACKARD BELL 

Intel* Celeron- 400MHz Multimedia 
PC with 56 k Modem 
■ 64Mb SD-RAM/6.4Gfe hard drive. 

• 32-speed CD-ROM. Model PULSAR C400. 
Iiwtore Price £1275.97. 

9 MONIHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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FREE 

PRINTER 
& SCANNER 
WITH THIS PC 



PC PACK AGE 


PATRIOT Cyrix MD-BOO Processor 
■ 2jaH^d Drh«. 

■g^ BI i599 

Mofil W-3B0. To 14 Separate S«Cng Pr« £675.3/ 
Prhrter ♦ Uh. Model ifXMAWC 1 100 
ggg Scaanre Uorkl F9BMX COLORADO 9600. 
9 MONTHS WILIEST FREE OPHON* 


PC PACKAGE 


PACKARD BELL 

weiwir — 

■ 37 Mb ham/ 2 i c* Real 

Had Dr»e. ■ 32^«d ItTl MM 

CMOMDnre HH 
NedriQ US 30. total Sepjuie V*ng Pnw C’75 9i 
R55 htiW*CWtU<Wl£»llJi 
KuS Van. Mju n Ketto CKjaaKi "wj 

9 MIWTHS INTEREST FRK OPTION* 


GAMES 


SAVE /60 


jyiNTE ftjp o r * ’• 

*1* 


CURRYS PBK£ 

£13995 


SAVE (60 / ‘ 


, . „ 

'• > H1HTFHDO 8M. '>?. HlVmPC** 




includes console. PUJS Zelda PLUS one of these 3 games Golden Eye 007 
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« 2kW Heat Output. 
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The animal 
liberationist 
with attitude 
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MARYFRETWELL seems a 
very nice woman. At first She 
is 58 and has been a career wife 
and mother for most of her life. 
She is well-connected. Her hus- 
band was Our Man in Paris for 
some time. She even owns a 
basset hound named Claude. 

But first impressions be 
misleading. This is the woman 
who has changed the Govern- 
ment's mind about rabies and 
quarantine. This is the woman 
who, four years ago, started 
Passports for Pets, which now 
boasts 10,000 members. 

It does not take long to de- 
cide that Lacjy Fretwell may in- 
deed be nice and even rather 
fun, but most of all she is for- 
midable. She suggests alter- 
native descriptions for her figh t 
to change the quarantine laws. 
Determined? Persistent? Her 
secretary mentions indefati- 
gable. “Legitimacy is impor- 
tant," says Lady FretwdL “I 
don’t want to be thought of as 
a dear old biddy, a sort of do- 
gooder on animal rights." The 
chances of this are zero. Soon 
I find myself agreeing with her. 
It seems impossible not to. 

She also seems to have this 
effect on the Ministry for Agri- 
culture. Last autumn, a minis- 
ter told the House he had been 
advised that any change in the 
system could not take place 
until, perhaps, 201®. “Three 
years!" said Lady Fretwell. “it 
could be done in three months!" 
And now, die word is that a pilot 
vaccination scheme could be in 
place by the end of this yean In 
political tenns this is faster than 
the speed of light 

"They know that it is not 
going to go away. I mean it is 
just not! We started off like a 
little midge, being annoying. 
Now we are thousands of little 
midges, annoying everybody 
all over the place." 

Lady Fretwell laughs, as 
she does ah of the time. She is 
wearing a smart blue suit with 
a green Passports badge. She 
is limping because she broke 
her knee riding. “The Army 


By Ann Trenema n 

lends me a horse," she says, as 
if this is the most natural thing 
in the world. 

She says one secret of suc- 
cess is never have a committee, 
and, if you must have one, 
make sure it does not meet 
Passport’s office is in the base- 
ment of her Wandsworth home, 
which is a rather grand affair 
I press a beD originally marked 
“servants" to get in. This puts 
the basset into a frenzy. “He’s 
loud. He's a rescue! Ignore 
him," says Lady Fretwell. 

Her enemies are not gra- 
cious. “Everyone thinks the 
sun shines out of her backside 
AD this praising, praising!" says 
GuyTampEn of the Quarantine 
Kennels Owners’ Association. 
“But what is success? She’s 
made herself a massive pub- 
licity icon. But she hasn’t dealt 
in the truth.'’ 

This would make Lady 
Fretwell snort. She says that 
Passports for Pets has to be 
meticulously accurate in every- 
thing it does. At one point she 
notes how careful she is when 
people telephone about smug- 
gling pets. *Tm interested in 
changing the law, not breaking 
it We always say that I'm wor- 
ried about the kennels calling 
up and recording.” 

But she is also realistic about 
her opponents’ clout One of the 
first things she did was hire a 
political lobbyist She has used 
democracy for all that it is 
worth. No MP has escaped let- 
ters on this subject Passports 
for Pets members are relentless 
constituents. IftheydonotEke 
the MP's response, they go to 
his or her surgery. 

Lady Fretwell has the ob- 
sessiveness of a campaigner 
who believes her cause is right, 
both morally and scientifically. 
She says originally she had 
seen quarantine as just anoth- 
er fact of diplomatic life. Then, 
in 1987, she returned with her 
husband from Paris and put 
their basset Bertie, into a ken- 


nel “They told me not to visit 
They do this. They are sneaky 
buggers! So I didn’t After two 
months I had a dream. And I 
never dream. Something said, 
get op and go. Thank God I did. 
That dog had given up. Its paws 
were bleeding and its bark 
gone. I would go as often as I 
could and crawl into its cage, sit 
with it and give ita bone.” 

The dog survived but she <fid 
not forget the experience. In 
1994 she heard that a select 
committee had come out in 
support of changing the quar- 
antine system. She phoned her 
friends and told them to write 
to their MPs. A few said they 
should meet They enlisted “a 
lord, a vet and a bit of money" 
for the cause. They printed 
notepaper They were off. ' 
She thought it would take 
eight months but the Tory cab- 
inet then quashed the reform. 
“We had started, so we contin- 
ued,” Lady Fretwell said. She 
sees this as a battle and says 
you always have to watch left, 
right and centre to see what the 
opposition is doing. She got 
the vets to form a group -Vets 
for a Change - and does their 
paperwork The RSPCA used to 
be against changing the system. 
So when people called Pass- 
ports far Pets in tears -as many 
do when faced with (he 
prospect of quarantine - she 
passed them on to the RSPCA. 
In the end, the RSPCA had an- 
other look at the issue. Now 
they campaign together. 

Politically, Passports seems 
rather savvy. Last yean for in- 
stance, Labour announced it 
had appointed a committee to 
look at the quarantine issue. 
The names were announced at 
10pm. Lady Fretwell said there 
were no experts and, worse, one 
man oh the committee was 
against change. By 9am a 
dossier of this man’s' public 
pTfaManeemeals whs in front of 
the Minister far Agriculture. “I 
realty (to think he was ver$ very 
grateful" she says. “Otherwise 
he would have had egg on his 
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Lady Fretwell (with Claude): Politically savvy, well-organised, persistent and Ann. And formidable Tbm Pilston 


face.” The committee was ex- 
panded to include two experts. 

Then the committee recom- 
mended change but said it 
would require primary legisla- 
tion- which meant a three-year 
defay. Passports swung into 
action. More letters to MPs: A 
firm of parliamentary solici- 
tors was commissioned to write 
a report Passports asked a 
sympattietic MP to set up a 
meeting bn this with the Agri- 
culture Minister, Nick Brown. 
That took place, with the 
RSPCA, fast month, with Mr 
Brown saying he had never 


said three years. Larfy Ftetwell 
approves of this - and of him. 
“He's tough." 

She doesn't allow herself to 
be bullied. “They have tried," 
she said. One vet at the ministry 
once tookher aside and told her 
to stop all this nonsense. She 
told him not to get so excited. 
Nor does shefbrgive and forget 
She crows overfoe election de- 
feat of one pro-quarantine MR 
Sfaeremerabersvnforea) anger 
bow one vet at a conference dis- 
missed a question she had 
asked about guide dogs. “1 
thought that's it mate! Fll get 


you! lb do that to foe blind! It’s 
disgraceful Just to protect the 
quarantine kennels." 

Her husband. Sir John, 
conies into foe room. He is re- 
tired nowand really this is foe 
first time Mary has worked. She 
takes no pay but certainly puts 
in foe hours.Lsaylhatin some 
ways, they have changed roles. 

Mary: “At my age itis sort of 
bizarre, ish^t ----- 

John: “JLm.ustsay.foat this 
wouldn’t have happened with- 
out her." 

Mary: “Tbr 30 years I went 
around as "spouse of. Which I 


enjoyed. I had a very, very very 
enjoyable life. Then coming 
bade here, I got more and more 
involved in this. In a sense, you 
are supporting me now." 

John: “I introduce myself 
as ‘spouse of’ now." 

Mary: “It is extraordinary 
how one can swap without any 
difficulty. But it has evolved, 
hasnt it? John is even getting 
better at putting things in foe 
dish wash en" 

John: “I’ve even done a 
Sainsbuiy’s shop.” 

See what I mean? Nice. But 
formidable. 


Send a Valentine message to your 
loved one and you could 
WIN a weekend for 
two at Grayshott Hall 

‘In the Spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love 1 , wrote Alfred. 
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we will send on your behalf an anonymous card telling the recipient to look for 
higher personal message in The Independent on Sunday. 
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country home of Tennyson - and the runner-up will WIH a 

midweek two-night stay for two. 
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then you can start dreaming of two days unwinding with your loved 
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drotherapy. swimming together in the heated indoor pool, getting back into trim in 
foe gym, enjoying natural therapies. _and. of course, delicious and healthy food! 
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BY MARK WILKINSON' 

THE FAMILIES of the people 
who died in foe Hillsborough 
disaster yesterday called on 
police chiefs to stop funding the 
legal costs of two former offi- 
cers facing private prosecu- 
tion over foe deaths. 

South Yorkshire Police Au- 
thority initially opted to finance 
the defence costs of former 
Chief Superintendent David 
Duckenfield and former Super- 
intendent Bernard Murray. But 
the Merseyside-based Hills- 
borough Families Support 
Group - which is bringing foe 
private prosecution - has chal- 
lenged the derision, saying it is 
illegal. 

Sheffield MPs Clive Betts 
and Helen Jackson have also 
expressed their concern about 
foe payment of the legal fees 
amid fears that the final bill 
could run into millions of 
pounds. 

Critics say that money di- 
verted to defend the officers 
would otherwise be available 
for day-to-day policing in South 
Yorkshire. The police authori- 
ty met yesterday to discuss 
foe issue. 

Both Mr Duckenfield and 
Mr Murray - the two hare re- 
tired from tile force - are ac- 
cused of unlawful killing and 
wilful neglect of public duty. 

Mr Duckenfield is also ac- 
cused of intent to pervert the 
course of justice by lying about 
foe circumstances in which a 
gate at the ground was opened 
on the day of the disaster. 

As well as the possible ex- 
pense of a judicial review in foe 
High Court, four weeks has 
been set aside for a committal 
hearing at Leeds magistrates' 
court in April. If foe case con- 
tinues to alengfoy Crown Court 
trial the total legal bill could 
run into millions of pounds. 

The Hillsborough Family 
Support Group, which has set 
aside £500,000 for its costs, has 
already asked foe district au- 
ditor to investigate foe legality 
of the police authority's dec&an 
to fund foe defence costs. 

The disaster happened in 
April 1989 when 96 Liverpool 
fans lost their lives at foe FA 
Cup semi-final match against 
Nottingham Forest. 
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Citizen Blair leads mob as Tory shadows fade away 
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IT WAS A wretched week for 
parliamentary democracy 
which began with the Prime 
Minister determined to for* 
sake the Commons Punch and 
Ju^y show for the soft sofa of 
the Richard and Judy televi- 
sion show. 

Ffed up with MFs and lobby 
journalists pestering him with 

trivial questions about poli- 
tics, he was determined that 
the country should focus 
attention on the great issues 
which concern him: namely 
how his children are airing; his 
Seychelles holiday snapshots; 
the welfare of Humphrey the 
retired Downing Street cat; 
and his views on Glenn Hoddle. 

John Major, rather than 
William Hague, most effec- 
tively punctured the Prime 
Minister’s attempts at gov- 
erning by mob rule, pointing 
out that the Government newer 

misses any target if it can 
deliver an easy headline. 

“If there is a mob mentali- 
ty the Government will put 
themselves at the head of that 
in order to garner a headline - 
or two,*' Mr Major said. 


THE DEBATE on the House of 
Lords Bill, lasting two days, 
was thinly attended and, for the 
most part, dufl. Proceedings 
were enlivened by the speech 
of Tony Benn (Lab, Chester- 
field) who shocked the House 
when he pulled out of his 
pocket a phial of his awn blood. 

Fbrty years ago he was ex- 
pelled from the House on the 



the Week in 

WESTMINSTER 
Michael . 
Brown 

grounds that he was disquali- 
fied when he inherited & peer- 
age from his father Viscount 
Stansgate. 

Mr Bern was sent to an elec- 
tion court where two judges de- 
clared a hereditary peerage 
was “an incorporeal heredita- 
ment affixed in the blood and 
annexed to the posterity”- Mr 
Benn was so curious he went 
and had some blood taken out 
“I still have it, although I am 
afraid it is dotted now", he said, 
b randishin g the of fonding item 
before MPs. 

The absence of Tony Blair 
(and William Hague) from any 
of the proceedings was com- 
pensated for by foe return to 


the fray of former prime min- 
isters Sir Edward Heath and 
JohnMqjor. 


sm Edward stole the show 
from foe Tbiy front bench in a 
remarkable speech of clarify 
providing the only concrete 
alternative to the Govern- 
ment’s proposals. 

Haying up to both the 
gallery and his advancing 
years, he emulated Harold 
Macmillan by using dramatic 
pauses. Just when everyone 
thought he was too decrepit to 
remember what to say next he 
stunned his own side by call- 
ing for foe Lords £o be elected. 
“That win cause astonishment 
- 1 think I beard a great gasp 
of breath behind me.” 

On hearing that Sir Edward 
had only created 48 life peers 
in his three-and-a -half years as 
prime minister compared with 
Mr Blair’s 105 in less than two 
years, ArdrewMaririn lay (Lab, 
Thurrock) dubbed him “foe 
people’s prime minister*. 

John Major (score: 171 life 
peers) complained that many 
former Tbiy MPs were so keen 
to goto the House of Lords that 
they promised to turn up 
morning; noon and ni ght and 
even on Sundays: “No sooner 
are their bottoms on foe red 
leather benches than they rip 
off somewhere else and turn up 
occasionally.” 

As Mr Major spoke, sheep- 
ishly gazing down at him from 
the Public Gallery were none 
other than Lords Archer and 



The Paymaster^ General, Dawn Primarolo, whose chic imag e is being complemented by a flak jacket 


Lamont The worst offenderis 
John Moore (rememb^faim?) 
who was once tipped to be Tory 
leader and was Mrs Thatcher’s 
secretary of state for social se- 
curity. Raised to foe peerage 
seven years ago, as Lord 
Moore of Lower Marsh, he 
ha« yet to mafap his maiden 
speedi in the upper chamber: 


frank FIELD (Lab, Birken- 
head) again a turfr the trrrife mtp 

the Government's pension pro- 


foe Tory-initiated debate with 
a confession. Before he came 
into the chamber he had 
received a message that his 
new pager was waiting in the 
Government Whip’s Office. 
This was to be foe last social 
security’ debate in which he 
would participate without one. 
“Should I go off-message dur- 
ing this debate it will be unin- 
tentional but I will not be able 
to plead that in fbture,” he said. . 

Thankfully Mr Held pro- 


vided the onty real opposition 
to the Government. At one 
stage there was nobody on 
foe Ibzy front bench, even 
though foe debate was being 

held in their time. 


BARONESS THATCHER, as 
befits the Iron La^ wore foe 
metaphorical shield of Britan- 
nia. Michael Heseltine, to the 
delight of Spitting Image , fre- 
quently waltzed around mil- 
itary bases in a flak-jacket. 


and, until recently, Gordon 
Brawn had Charlie Whelan to 
protect him; but no me has yet 
felt it necessary for Tteasmy 
ministers to seekbotfy armour 
protection. Until now. 

The new Paymaster-Gen- 
eral, Dawn Primarolo, has 
been officially issued with a 
“ballistic undervest”. The nor- 
mally chic Miss Primarolo is 
shortly to attend foe Euro- 
pean Community Monitoring 
Mission in Sarajevo. The For- 
eign Office miniker Baroness 


Symons ofVernhamDeantoW 
Parliament that the Govern- 
ment has issued a licence for 
the export by Miss Primarolo 
of the less-than-elegant 
underwear to Bosnia “in view 
of the obvious need for the mis- 
sion to be able to protect Us 
staff". If onty Miss Primardo’s 
predecessor. Geoffrey Robin- 
son. had had such a garment 
to protect him while he was at 

foe Treasury maybe he would 

still be there today. 

♦ 

DOWNING STREETS Chief 
Spin Doctan Alastair Campbell, 
has been drawing lobby cor- 
respondents’ attention to an 
article written in the New 
Nation by Steve Pope, who 
Eallowedtiwpariiamerdatyzal- 
pack’s coverage of Twy Blair's 
visit to South Africa. 

“A bigger bunch of middle- 
class, public school arrogant, 
smug, patronising, cynical, 
nasty self-important merchant 
bankers you'd be hard-pressed 
to find," wrote Mr Pope. 

AO that will now change 
with the emergence this week 
of The Independent's Chief 
Political Correspondent, foe 
secondary-modern -educated 
Cohn Brown, as chairman of 
the lobby. Colin's principal task 
m this powerful rote is to chair 
foe twice-daily press briefings 
and brawlings between the 
lobby and Mr Campbell. 

His first promise to Mr 
Campbell will be: M I was 
elected as new lobby, I shall 
chair as new lobby.” 
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SNPis 
seeking 
‘divorce 
from UK’ 



TONY BLAIR yesterday Punch- 
ed one of his fiercest attacks 
yet on foe Scottish National 
Party, accusing it of a “dis- 
honest" approach. 

Speaking in Glasgow; foe 
Prime Minister said that Soots 
faced a choi c e between “devo- 
lution or divorce” in the Scot- 
tish Parliament elections, to be 
beW on 6 May. He went on to ac- 
cuse the SNP of treating social 
justice as secondary to nation- 
al identity, and of “pro claiming 
patriotism” instead of policies. 

“You cannot evade choices 
about Scotland’s future by 
wrapping yourselves in Scot- 
land’s flag” the Prime Minister 
said “For there is at the heart 

of the SNP’s approach the dis- 
honest assertion that anyone 
who scrutinises the SNP is 
seeking to subjugate Scotland. 

“It is wrong for any political 
party to claim that it and it alone 
speaks for foe nation and that 
for any of its political opponents 
to question that party is for 
them to attack the nation.” 
The Prime Minister’s attack 
was delivered as he addressed 
an audience of Labour candi- 
dates and supporters at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama duringaday 
of engag e ments in Glasgow. 

Despite advance protesta- 
tions by Mr Biair that he and 
Labour were not merety crude- 
ly 7*®* bashing", foe SNP re- 
mained firmly in the party's 
sights yesterday. 

Arriving in Glasgow, Mr 

Blair’s first engagement was to 

unveil a campaign poster 
which, in huge headlines, 
shrieked “Divorce is an ex- 
pensive business. It won’t be a 
trial separation with foe SNP”. 
“On 7 May one of two things 

Trill happen,” said foe Prime 

Minister “Scottish New Labour 

will go to work for a stronger 
health service, better schools 
and a prosperous economy. Or 
foe SNP will file for divorce 
from the rest of Britain.” 

Mr Biair went on; “The de- 

cisfon foe Scottish people win 
make is whether this election 
wffl be remembered as devo- 
lution day or divorce day.” 


by joe Quinn 


He accused the national 
of being more interests 
“the trappings of the na 
state”, and more intereste 
national anthems than 
national health service. 

“Their ambition is not l 
the devolved parliament i 
ceeds but that the devolved ] 
hament fails,” Mr Blair sai 
root, they remain a pi 
of protest, not a party of poa 
The nationalists had a d< 
er idea of how to increase S 
land's taxes than how 
increase Scotland’s prospe 
said Mr Blair in an attack on 
SNP’s economic plans. 
SNP began as foe party oi 
vision. They would take of 
as foe party of (fivorce. T 
would end as a govemmer 
economic decline" 

Labour; by contrast offe 
the vision of renewal on 
basis of shared values t 
made Scotland stronger v 
Britain and Britain stron 
with Scotland. 

The SNP’s leaden A 
Salmond, greeted Mr BLa 
visit to Scotland by attack 
the Government's record 
public spending. Speaking 
Glasgow, Mr Salmond sj 
“I bny Blair talks about de 
ering, but what London Lab 
are actually delivering is c 
in our vital services. 

“At the end of the fo 
years of foe Comprehens 
Spending Review, spending 
Scotland wffl still be tower tl 
it was under foe Tories. 1 
squeeze that Labour is imp 

imr nn RmHiak j 
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Mr Salmond said Scoi 

health service would be 
better off over the next 
y* 8 ™ it received the 
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‘If the Kosovo talks don’t work, 
then we’ll all join the KLA’ 


By Raymond Whitaker 
in Lausa, Kosovo 

"HE’S SCARED to sit neact to me 
because Tm in the Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army,” Gani Gecaj, 31, 
jeers at his brother; FadiL “He 
wants peace in Kosovo, but 
he’s scared to sit nest to me." 
Thirty-eight-year-old Fadil 
shrugs equably: that's Gani for 
you. 

Many families will recog- 
nise the relationship - the pas- 
sionate younger sibling, always 
bursting to break in when any- 
one else is talking, and his 
more philosophical senior; who 
recognises that allowances 
must be made. 

In Kosovo, however: where 
ethnic Albanians such as die 
Gecaj family are struggling to 
break free of Serbian domina- 
tion, such differences are a 
matter of life and death. 

The bearded, loud-voiced 
Gani is in Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLAJ uniform, his rifle 
across his knees. He boasts of 
having taken part in the group’s 
first-ever attack on the Serbs, 
the shooting of a policeman in 
1992. 

Fhdil, clean-shaven and in 
civilian dress, is a leading mem- 
ber in his district of the Demo- 
cratic League of Kosovo OLDK), 
the main Albanian political 
party which has consistently 
advocated a peaceful solution 
to the conflict in the Serb-ruled 
province. 

The debate between them 
will be mirrored atthech&teau 
of Rambouillet, near Paris, 
where the international com- 
munity has summoned the 
Serbs and the Albanians today 
to reach a settlement 
Fbdil supports the LDK line, 
which is to act as though the 
Serbs have already given up 
their rule in Kosovo. The party 
held a referendum in 1991 that 
overwhelmingly called for in- 
dependence and conducted 
elections, using private homes 
as polling stations, in which 
Kosovo's 90 per cent Albanian 
majority chose Ibrahim Rugo- 
va, the LDK leaden as their 
“president*’. ~v 

But the Serbs did not go 
away and the KLA emerged 
from the shadows in 1997 to 
take a more direct and bloody 
route to independence. Its at- 
tacks provoked a massive Ser- 
bian response last year that 
devastated the province, killing 
more than 2,000 people and 
driving hundreds erf thousands 
more from their homes. But 
they' also did more to persuade 
the rest of the world to inter- 
vene than all the LDK*s years 
of patient attempts at negotia- 
tion. 

"There are two ways to solve 
this problem.” says FadiL “The 
KLA chose a short cut, while 
the LDK took a step-by-step ap- 



Phflosophical fhdB (left) and passionate Gani Gecaj at home in Lausa, where the Kosovo Albanians er pbm their differences and fundamental solidarity David Rose 


proach which avoids fi ghting " 
“We tried that way for 
years,” Gam cuts in, '“but we got 
nowhere." 

“We have the same aim,*’ 
saysShis brother, ever the 
peacemaker “It is true that the 
KLA made things go fasten” 
Both are bleaiy-eyed - they 
admit that they were up until 
3am, arguing over exactly the 
same ground. 

lb reach the Geag brothers, 
you swing off Kosovo’s main 
east-west highway into the 
Drenica district, the province's 
poorest and the worst-dam- 
aged in last year’s Serbian of- 
fensive. Passing the town of 
Srbica (“Little Serbia"), known 
to the Albanians as Skenderaj, 
you reach Lausa, or rather the 
ruins of the village. 

Here the Gecaj dan has its 
compound, which is as devas- 


tated as the rest Wfe meet in a 
low. newly constructed house, 
where the freshly plastered 
walls are still damp. Radfi and 
Gani have five other brothers 
- Halil, 43, who is in Albania,- 
Haxbi, 34, who is in the room 
but says' little, taking what is 
clearly a familiar role of lis- 
tening to the others; Nebi. 26, 
who sends money from Ger- 
many: and Nehat and Esat, 24 
and 22, who have also joined the 
KLA. 

“This family is famous," says 
tiie local school head. “They 
have always fought for the free- 
dom of Albanians." 

So oppressive was Serbian 
rule ihatFhdQ spent 18 months 

m prison a few years ago for re- 
ferring to Srbica as Skenderaj 
in the hearing of a policeman. 

“They beat him until his 
head looked like this thing 


here," says Gani indicating 
the battered wood-burning 
stove, “and he still chooses 
peace? That’s when I thought 
that Td rather go and fight” 

There is little room for mod- 
erates in this conflict, and even 
Ffcdfl has a pistol strapped to his 
hip. “People didn’t want to fight 
in places like Prekaz [scene of 
the first massacre of civilians 
in Kosovo, late Iastyear] but the 
war was imposed on them,” he 
says. “That’s the only reason I 
have this." 

Gani cannot resist another 
jibe: “When the shells were 
faffing on Lausa, they didn't dis- 
tinguish between the LDK and 
the KLA." But he adds, more 
seriously: “War was imposed on 
me too. I could live better than 
this: we have a family import- 
export business as well as the 
farming 1 could take my wife 


and children to Germany: we 
have residence rights there. 
But I have chosen to stay and 
fight." 

Both brothers know what 
they want from the RambouS- 
let talks - independence for 
Kosovo -bat this is not on offer; 
neither from the Serbian gov- 
ernment of Slobodan Milosevic 
nor from the ax-nation “contact 
group” which has organised the 
talks. 

Fadil. needless to say, is 
more optimistic. “We are going 
to show that Albanians know 
how to be united," be says. 
“We have a state structure al- 
ready in place, and now we have 
international support for it” 

“That’s just your opinion," 
retorts Gani “The KLA doesn't 
recognise your structure. That 
is not the reality." 

“It doesn’t matter that we 


are brothers,” Fhdil s ums up. 
“We see this differently." 

Haxbi at last speaks up, say- 
ing “The biggest problem we 
have are these two. Tfcqr are al- 
ways arguing.” 

But for all their long-con- 
tested differences, fraternal 
solidarity counts most, not only 
for the Gec^j brothers but for 
all of Kosovo's Albanians when 
it comes to Serbian rule, and 
FadU's final words serve as a 
warning of what will happen if 
Rambouillet is a failure. 

“This time, we hope the West 
and the international commu- 
nity as a whole will find a solu- 
tion leading to independence fix- 
Kosovo.” he says. 

“If there is no solution this 
way, we will all join the KLA." 
At last the brothers are in 
agreement “I also hope for 
the same thing” says Gani. 


“We are part of Europe, and 
if we must, we will fight to join 
it" 

■ International monitors in 
Kosovo were trying yesterday 
to defuse a stand-off in Srbica, 
18 miles west of Pristina, where 
Serbian police were trying to 
enter rebel territory to inves- 
tigate a robbery at a Serbian 
Orthodox monastery. 

About eight armoured vehi- 
cles were prepared to move to 
the monastery of Devic, where 
thieves three days ago made off 
with farm equipment. KLA 
rebels refused to let them 
enter. 

Andreas Kern, of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe, said that 
a firelight broke out on Thurs- 
day when police tried to ap- 
proach the monastery, home to 
nine Serbian nuns. 


Briton 
to lead 
Nato 
troops 

BY John Damson 


BRITISH TROOPS will pfay a 
dominant role in the large Nato 
ground force which allied coun- 
tries plan to deploy in Kosovo 
to enforce any peace deal. 

From the multinational for- 
mation of some 35,000 troops. 
Britain will contribute about 
8,000, equipped with tanks, 
armoured vehicles and 
artillery. It is also likely to pro- 
ride the officer in overall com- 
mand and most of tire 
command structure. 

The whole force will be de- 
ployed under Nato’s .Allied 
Command Europe Rapid Re- 
action Corps (ARRCi. Us head- 
quarters, in Rhcindahlen. 
Germany, would relocate to 
Kosovo. 

ARRC is commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Sir Mike 
Jackson, and about half of the 
1,000 headquarters staff are 
British. It would be supported 
by a further 2.000 British troops, 
mainly from l Signals Brigade. 

Lt-Gen Jackson is a former 
Parachute Regiment com- 
mander and has valuable ex- 
perience in former \bgoslaria. 
He commanded the British 
contingent of the Nato Imple- 
mentation Force (lfori when it 
was sent to Bosnia in 1995. 

The remaining British con- 
tribution will be built around the 
4 Armoured Brigade, based at 
Osnabruck in Germany, to- 
gether with artillery, engineers 
and logistic support. All have 
been placed on 72 hours' notice 
to move. 

Plans proride for the bulk of 
troops to start arriving in Koso- 
vo about 10 days after a deal is 
signed. The Serb delegation to 
the Rambouillet talks, how- 
ever. has said it would oppose 
any Nato ground troops being 
stationed on its soiL 

If the force does go, the 
first British soldiers into 
Kosovo are likely to be from the 
King’s Own Royal Border Reg- 
iment, which already has a 
reinforced armoured infantry 
company with Warrior fighting 
vehicles near Skopje in 
Macedonia. 

They are part of the 2.300- 
strong extraction force, under 
French command, there to 
facilitate the emergency evac- 
uation of unarmed monitors 
now in Kosovo on behalf of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. 

Units from 4 Armoured 
Brigade placed on standby are: 
the King's Royal Hussars, 
equipped with Challenger main 
battle tanks and Scimitar re- 
connaissance light tanks: an 
armoured battalion of the Irish 
Guards; and a company of the 
Green Howards, both also with 
Warriors. 


The last chance to 
avoid all-out war 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

THE KOSOVO peace conference 
due to start in Rambouillet 
today is probably the last 
chance to avoid a war in the 
Serbian province, which West- 
ern leaders fear could spread 
across tlte southern Balkans. 

The talks between senior 
Serb and Yugoslav officials and 
political and military leaders of 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian 
majority will be chaired by the 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook, and Hubert 
Vedrine. the French Foreign 
Minister The delegates have 
been given a fortnight to 
a settlement based on a draft 
plan drawn up by the US enym 
Christopher Hill, granting 
Kosovo wide autonomy for an 
interim period of tliree ware- 
But no member of the six- 
nation Contact Group of lead- 
ing powers, which has 
convoked the conference, is 
under anv illusion. "We have a 
mountain to climb." Mr Cook 
said yesterday. There is no 
guarantee of success, and even 
if a deal is reached, tens of thou- 
sands of Nato ground troops 
will be needed to makeitstict 
An early sign of how difficult 
tilings could be came as local 
Serb officials reportedly ref- 
used to permit delegates from 
the Kosovo Liberation 
enter the airport at Pristina 
from when? they were to leave 
for the talks. A French gov- 
ernment spokesman said .ms 
was ready to send a military 



Rugova: Non-violent path 


plane to make sure partici- 
pants arrived in time. 

The conference -very much 

a test case for Europe’s hopes 

of forging a stronger diplomatic 
and military identity - will be 
opened by President Jacques 
Chirac. Modelled in part on 

the Dayton talks which brought 
peace to Bosnia in 1995. tbe dis- 
cussions are likely to begin as 
-proximity” talks, mediated by 

Mr Hill before developing into 
fully fledged negotiations. 
Officially, the Serb/Yugoslav 

delegation will be led by the Ser- 
bian Deputy Prime Minister; 
Katko Markovic, and his oppo- 
site number in the federal 

Yugoslav government, Nikola 

Satoovic. Both are trustedaides 
of President Slobodan Mflose- 
uc of Yugoslavia, who, though 
not present in Rambouifiet, 
will be pulling the strings from 
Belgrade. 


The Albanian team indudes 
Ibrahim Rugova, political 
leader of the ethnic Albanians, 
as wen as Azem Syfa, said to be 
a top commander of the KLA, 
and Jakup Krasniqi, a KLA 
spokesman and former sup- 
porter of Mr Rogova’s non- 
violent path to independence, 
who switched his support to the 
movement's military wing. 

RivaJiy between Mr Rugova 
and the KLA is but one problem 
bedevilling the talks. Even if 
they find a common voice, there 
r emains the abyss separating 
the ethnic Albanians’ demand 
for independence and Bel- 
grade’s insistence that Kosovo 
remains apart of Serbia. Nor is 
it certain that the Serbs wQl 
accept Nato peacekeepers on 
Yugoslav territory. 

The Nato force is expected 
to total between 20,000 and 
30,000 men, with the largest 
contingents provided by Britain 

and France, Itspredsemake* 

up will depend on the sire of the 

Yugoslav security force left in 
Kosovo after any settlement 

The abortive ceasefire deal 
negotiated by Richard Hol- 
brooke last October permitted 
Belgrade to station 10,000 
interior ministry troops, with 
three companies on patrol at 
any one time, to protect com- 
munications. But those terms 
were honoured only in the 
breach. “If Belgrade pulls out 
a lot of troops, and a credible 
Kosovo police force is set up, 
then the Nato force could be 
small ei;" one diplomat said. 


On the Tracks of Marco Polo 

PEKING, SHANGHAI, SUZHOU AND GRAND CANAL CRUISE 


T his is a wonderful opportunity to visit 
some of the well known sights of ancient 
and contemporary China at a very 
moderate tariff. The journey commences with 
a scheduled flight from London Heathrow to 
Peking. In Peking stay at the 4-star Holiday 
Inn Lido Hotel for two nights on full board. 
Included during our stay are.-visits to the 
Great Wall, dinner at a local restaurant and a 
visit to the famous Peking Opera. 

From Peking fly to Shanghai for two nights 
at the 3-star Zhaoan Hotel including a full 
sightseeing programme. 

From Shanghai we board the train and 
travel west to the ‘Garden City’ of Suzhou, 
stay two nights at the 4-star Aster Hotel where 
we visit two of the most famous gardens and 
take a three-hour cruise by launch along the 
Grand Canal to the ’Silk’ town of Wuxi. The 
following day return by road to Shanghai and 
fly to Peking in the morning. In the afternoon 
a visit is made to Tian an Men Square and the 
Forbidden City with a farewell Peking Duck 
banquet in the evening. The journey 
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9 nights from £745 

concludes with a return non-stop flight 
from Peking to London Heathrow 
arriving the same day as you depart 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

per person in a twin bedded room 

1999 Mondays 

March 22X745 

March 29 £795.00 - April 12. 26 £795.00 
May 10. 24 £795.00 - June 7. 21 £795.00 

Single supplement £95.110 

The price includes: return air travel, transfer*. 
nci'omnuiJatiiin as described »n a iuM board basis, 
sightseeing as indicated, UK airport ta\. Not Included: \iu 
procurement, travel insurance. Lipping and CAvrsvas airport 
taxes. Our current Cnndilirms of Booking ia copy ni which is 
available nn request! shall apply lu all rvservalhins. 

0171-616 1000 



VOYAGES JULES VERNE 
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Great Value 

City Breaks 


Eit joy a city break in Europe, for a 
fantastic price. The Independent and 
Thomson Breakaway have joined forces 
to offer these great value trips. Over the 
next nine days, we will be giving you 
the chance to book your travel and 
accommodation to a selection of 
European cities, from Prague to Florence. 
Today the city is Paris. The romantic 
capital of the world, Paris is justifiably 
proud of its arts, culture, fashion and food. 
Book now for a city break to remember. 


Thomson Breakaway features over sixty city 
centre Frisian hotels from simple IT hotels to 
deluxe 5T Select. Unique Thomson T- ratings 
enable you to compare hotels in different 
countries and cities, providing an at a glance 
guide to location, service, facilities, food and 
comfort. Every hotel has been carefully selected 
and graded according to detailed assessment by 
Thomson as well as from analysis of customer 
satisfaction questionnaires. 

Tb book four European break 

Simply call the Thomson Breakaway holiday 
hotline on 0181 201 4515 immediately, quoting 
reference COI X01 to make your reservation. 

The reservation lines will be open from 9am - 
5pm on Saturday and Sunday, and between 8am 
and 9pm on all other days. Then send in four 
tokens form the 9 that will appear in The 
Independent and The Independent on Sunday 
between the 6 and the 1 4 of February 
(inclusive). To validate your offer, please send the 
tokens with the completed application form, that 


will appear from Tuesday 9 - Sunday 1 4 
February, to The Independent European Break 
Offer. PO Box21063. London. N1 8WY. 

If you would like a brochure, call the brochure hot- 
line on 01509 268 268 quoting reference CBIN05. 


The price of your holiday is per person based on 
return Eurostar travel from London Waterloo to 
Paris for two adults sharing a twin room with 
continental breakfast. Taxes and a complimentary 
guidebook are also Included. 

A drii T fO ttal kfanuti oB 

Single rooms are subject to supplement and 
may be limited in availability, Eurostar upgrades 
are available at a supplement. 



The Thomson Paris Welcome Centre situated in 
Central Fbris. is open 7 days a week ail year round 
providing assistance with tour bookings and 
restaurant recommendations as well as discount 
vouchers and general information. 


The following is just a small 
selection of the hotels : 
included in this great offer. 
Prices are based on * or 2 ; 
nights although other 
durations are available at 
a supplement; - 


IT Hotels 

Int from £79 / 2nts from £99 
e.g. Hotel Nemours 

The sculpted facade of the Hotel 
Nemours is classed as an historical 
monument. The. Inside .is more 
simple, but provides a dean . 
comfortable, friendly base: 


Location: Located between 
RepuWique and the lively. area of ' 
Bastille, not far ftarn.Rere: . 

Lachalse cemetery Direct Metro line: 
to the left bank. I 
Facilities: Rooms hate shower or 
bath. cabie.iv and fnintoar. ' 

2T Hotels •• ■?’’ 

Int from £95 /2n£s 
fcg. Hotel Glasgow - 

A relaxing. classical ^ehocetiAriik' . 
easy access to all areas of the city 
The rooms are cheerful v 

and benefit from being located on'; 
one of Pans' quieteststreecs, 
Location: Within walking distance - : 
from the nearest metro and bus - 


| rouosdnj 
|. FadHties: 
i reception i 
{ ..area -wiih ( 

j : 3T Hotel 
i: igt from 
{ e*g. Hlotei 
J The fine'ar 
Plaza jebriii 
l modern, dr 
j quiM Wcat 
| shops; resi 
f not far .fra 
I Location: 

f Galerfe L of 
! ; .watfrtp tfw 

k Ricfltttes: 
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5^ls' te»ie guests in little doubt of 
.ferherit^.: 

;lMdbm'Hight:n«c.dobria the 1 
rtJpWs Gamier and the Grands 
#dCrtevards, near the Place \tendome 
'^hd ; me:exquiare , shops ot .Faubourg 
.^Horwre. ; 

Facilities; Iritimatebar, gourmet: 
|/.-jteca‘urant coffee shop,- traditionally 
':fijf^ishi^;«yllsH . -- 

iaed/ooms vwth satellite TV. 

Eit^ifrrg. minibar. telephone;. 
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.j' 'Oily g selection of hotels included 
f.l-iftffie offer- • 


YOUR CHOICE FROM OVER 50 HOTELS 
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farewell to 
parliament 


PRESIDENT NELSON Man- 
dela yesterday began the 
process of bidding farewell as 
leader of 42 mil li nn South 

Africans with a call fora “new 
patriotism” to counter the 
“merchants of cynicism ami 
despair” who are the enemies 
of recon cilia tion 

In his opening speech to the 
final session of parliament in 
Cape Town before his retire- 
ment at the next election. 
President Mandela conceded 
some failings of the African 
p National Congress govern- 
ment but underlined that “the 
foundation has been laid - the 
building is in progress”. 

Summing, up the five years 
since he became the first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent of South Africa, Mr Man- 
dela said; “For a country that 
was the polecat of the world ... 
the doors of the world have 
opened precisely because of 
our success in achieving 
things that humanity as a 
whole holds dear. Of this we 
should be proud” 
Confounding the “mer- 
chants of despair", Mr Man- 
dela listed the government's 
achievements - water in 80 
per cent of homes, 63 per cent 
of households connected to 
the electricity grid and L3 mil- 
lion new telephones. 

He said the 700,000 houses 
built or under construction fell 
short of the government’s tar- 
get of one million but boasted 
Jghat old age pensions bad 
*tieen increased by 4 per cent 
this year and A-level results 
were improving. 

The President - who will be 
succeeded by his deputy, 
Thabo Mbeki, after elections in 
which the ANC is certain to 
secure a majority - had been 
expected to announce a poll 
date between 18 and 27 May. 

However, as President 
Mandeb began speaking yes- 
terday, Mr Mbeki handed him 
a note, presumed to have 
requested that he excise the 
possible election dates. The 


By alex Duval smith 
inCapeTbwn 

National Party is bringing a 
high court case against the 
ANC over alleged irregularities 
in voter registration. The case 
could delay the election. 

President Mandela con- 
ceded that “difficult areas" 
were crime, corruption and 
unemployment but omitted 
xenophobia - a growing con- 
cern. He also rounded on crit- 
ics who focus on the negative 
aspects of the new South 
Africa. “We slaughter one 
another in the stereotypes and 
mistrust that linger in our 



Thabo Mbeki: Doubt over 
date of the next election 

heads and the words of hate 
we spew from our lips,” he 
said. “We slaughter one 
another and our country by 
the manner in which we exag- 
gerate its weaknesses to the 
wider world.” 

“The critical act of recon- 
riKatinn is the dismantling of 
what r emains of apartheid 
practices and attitudes. Rec- 
onciliation, without this major 
step, wiO be transient, the ode 
of false hope on the lips of 
fools," he said 

President Mandela's 80- 
minute speech to a packed, 
mnlti-coJoured parliament - 
ranging froprgrey suits on the 
opposition benches to saris 
and bright African dresses on 
the government side -drew for 


its main message on the Rain- 
bow Nation spirit that he has 
come to embody. Even though 
the 80-year-old President wore 
a dark suit rather than one of 
the bright shirts he favours, in 
other respects the setting 
obliged There was African 
dancing outside the parlia- 
ment building and ululating as 
MPs and guests arrived, as if 
for a fashion show 

Charlie Tambo, the flam- 
boyant television presenter 
son of the late anti-apartheid 
militant Oliver Tambo, posed 
with his white wife, Rachel 
who was wearing a bright red 
traditional Xhosa dress. 

One National Party MR 
Isak van Zyi, and his daughter 
Carina, wore the 19th-century 
outfits of the Afrikaner 
voortrekkers. He said “I think 
Afrikaners should wear their 
traditional outfits just as the 
Xhosa and Zulus do.” 

But the Rainbow Nation 
spirit contrasted sharpty with 
the overwhelmingly humour- 
less mood of the grey-suited 
opposition benchesof the New 
National Party and the Free- 
dom Front At one point Pres- 
ident Man dela , in nan mg for 
South Africans to “assert our 
collective identity as Africans” 
turned to them with an aside: 
“When I say Africans I mean 
everybody fra* whom the con- 
tinent of Africa is their home.” 
Everyone applauded except 
the grey suits. 

And they did not so much as 
tap their toes as the president 
left the chamber, to a standing 
ovation and the chanting of 
“Nelson Mandela - hahona 
atSwana lewena” - a kind of 
Sesotho equivalent of “For 
He's a Jolty Good FteHow”. 

Rut then many people 
believe that the departure of 
Nelson Mandela means the 
end of South Africa as a Rain- 
bowNatioh - where an entire 
people can draw inspiration 
from the mere existence of 
one man who suffered. Now it 
will be over to the politicians. 



President Mandela shaking hands with parliamentarians in Cape Town yesterday Peter Andrews/Reuters 


‘Whole 
Monica’ 
revealed 
on tape 

BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

AS AMERICANS waited, agog: to 
watch the “whole Monica" - the 
sight and sound of Monica 
Lewinsky in synchronisation 
for the firat time - the transcript 
of her evidence showed her 
still protective of the President 
and careful not to incriminate 
him. The transaipt, at times de- 
fiant, at times vague, was made 
public yesterday in accordance 
with a Senate vote on Thursday 
to release the sworn evidence 
that she and the other two wit- 
nesses - Vernon Jordan and 
Sidney Blumenthal - had given 
to prosecutors earlier in the 
week. 

Answering questions from 
Ed Bryant, the Republican 
House prosecutor Ms Lewinsky 
upbraided him when he re- 
ferred to “the first so-called 
salacious occasion" with the 
President saving: “Can you 
call it something else?.!. 1 
mean, this is my relationship." 
“What would you like to call it?" 
Mr Bryant asked “It was my 
first encounter with the Presi- 
dent so I don't really see it as 
my first salacious ... that's not 
what this was." 

Like the other witnesses. 
Ms Lewinsky professed mem- 
ory lapses on some crucial is- 
sues, such as w’hether Mr 
Clinton had asked her to pass 
the gifts he had given her to his 
secretary. “Not that I remem- 
ber” she said. Implicating the 
President in the concealment of 
the gifts would help to support 
the charge that he set out to ob- 
struct justice. as Ms Lewinsky 
had by then been summoned to 
testify in the Paula Jones sex- 
ual harassment case. 

Excerpts from the video 
recording of Ms Lewinsky's tes- 
timony and that of the other wit- 
nesses. wQl be played to the 
Senate impeachment trial today. 
The session will be televised 

Meanwhile, a movement was 
growing in the Senate to have 
the final debate on the convic- 
tion or acquittal of the President 
held in public rather than, as the 
rules stipulate, in dosed session. 
Republican and Democrat Sen- 
ators have presented a draft mo- 
tion to open the debate to the 
media. 


Female circumcision on trial 


If A FRENCH court has been try- 
\ I ^ing 27 Malian women this week 
j|*ior the “mutilation of minors" 
M - the circumcision of infant 
j girls, according to their an- 
cient tribal customs. The trial 
represents a collision of cul- 
tures but also, more import 
tantiy. a collision of generations. 

It is not the first trial of its 
kind but it may turn out to be 
{ the most important and lead to 
|| the virtual elimination of the 
|| practice in France. For the 
i j first time, the prosecution has 
been brought because one of 
toe victims had the courage to 
complain to the authorities 
when she was an adult. 

Campaigners against female 

j! circumcision have long hoped 
j j that toe mutilations would dis- 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

appear as African immigrant 
communities became more in- 
tegrated in French society. 
French doctors say it is be- 
coming increasingly common 
for teenage girls of African 
origin to go to family planning 
clini cs and complain that their 
boyfriends - often from differ- 
ent ethnic backgrounds - find 
them “abnormal”. 

“No one had ever told them 
that they had been mutilated,” 
sgid Dr EmmanueUe Petit, who 
works in a mother-and-child 
clinic in a Parisian suburb. 

Depending on the country of 
origin, circumcision involves 
the removal of toe clitoris, with- 
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out anaesthetic, and some- 
times the amputation of other 
parts of the genitalia. Usually 
the mutilation is performed 
when the girl is a few weeks old 
but it is sometimes carried out 
up to the age of 10 . 

Fewer and fewer young 
women of African origin living 
in France are putting their 
daughters through the ordeal 
Dr Petit said Where almost 100 
per cent of girl babies in African 
immigrant famili es were cir- 
cumcised 15 years ago, “there 
are hardty any cases today". 

Almost all of the cases in the 
trial in Paris involved mutila- 
tions that occurred 10 years ago 
or more. 

Police telephone taps 
proved, however that the prin- 


cipal accused, Hawa Grdou, 
52, a professional dreumdsez; 
was practising up to her arrest 
in 1994 and that, contrary to her 
claims, knew that such mutila- 
tions were illegal in France. 

She has been in detention 
awaiting trial for four years, fol- 
lowing a complaint by a then 18- 
year-old Malian woman, Mari- 
atou Koita. Ms Koita, now a 22- 
year-old law student appeared 
in court this week. Since she 
identified Ms GrGou as the 
woman who circumcised her 
when she was eight years old 
Ms Koita has been ostracised 
by her family. 

The 27 accused -all mothers 

of victims, apart from “Mama" 
Greou -face up to 1 5 years each 
in prison. 
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THE SUPERLATIVE BBC HISTORY OF 
THE GREAT WAR - NOW AVAILABLE ON VIDEO 


1914-1918 


Sjftaj 

iffi 


t 



% ••• ■*'. 

-N ’ 

- * 


1914-18 

~0 ■ 

.n 

' ' '-I 

^ 


The recent BBC television series 1914-1918 is widely 
regarded as one of the very finest histories of the Great 
W&r ever made. 

Now, all seven episodes of this superlative series are avail- 
able - complete and unabridged - on two video double 
packs. Meticulously researched and featuring rare and dra- 
matic film footage drawn from over 40 different archives, 

1914-1918 charts the course oMhe war, its major battles 
and campaigns, and paints a vivid portrait of the experi- 
ences of ordinary solders, sailors and airmen, as wen as 
those on the Home Front. 

Narrated by Dame Judl Dench, contemporary letters and 
diaries from the trenches and the Home Front are dramati- 
cally brought to rife by Ralph Rennes, Imogen Stubbs, 71m 
Pigotl Smith, Liam Neeson, Natasha Richardson, Jeremy Irons, 

Helena Bonham Carter, Michael York, Helen Mirren and many more. 

Intelligent scripting and good use of archhe material make this a lucid and rich piece of wit A scries it is impossible to praise 
too highly ... ' -THE TIMES 

'Marina and infonnative...a superlative series. ' • THE GUARDIAN 

‘Compulsive viewing ' - THE OBSERVER Excellent and thought provoking...' • THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
Superb aichive film... ' - THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

The 1914-1918 reflection comes complete on four video cassettes (two video double packs) and is priced just £37.98. 
POSTAGE AND PACKING IS FREE. However, you can pay only £1 8.99 to receive your collection now. The outstanding 
balance of £18.99 will be invoiced when you receive your 1914-1918 collection. To order, please complete the coupon 
below and return it to: 

1914-1918 OFFER, DD VIDEO, FREEPOST CS640, TARVIN, CHESTER, CHS 8YZ. 

NO STAMP NEEDED. 


FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT DELIGHTED. 


Distributed under licence from BBC Worldwide Limited 
©KCET/BBCW Ltd 1997 


FREE EXTRA VIDEO WORTH £10.99 - 
IF YOU ORDER NOW! 

Veterans’ accounts and unique images of trench warfare and 
air combat from the Imperial War Museum archives! 


All orders despatched within 10 days from receipt 


OBOES row 1914-1918 CtUHTIW TDDAT. 80 STAB? HEBB8HL 
Please sod me foe comptee BBC 1914-1918 colleclm 
□ I enclose a ctieque/postal order tor £18.99 made fiayatile to EX> VIDEO 



from the 

WESTERN FRONT? 


I understand 8S I liS lie invoiced tor foe nitsansfng sum d ElfliB on receipt nt my 1914-1918 cot- 
leeflon. 

a I am Mfentlfl 5 days. Please also send me ray FffiE VIDEO 1/&CES FROM THE WESTERN 

FRONT worth £10.99 




CREDIT CURD HOTLINE: 8am - 10 pm 7 DAYS A WEEK . PLEASE QUOTE H97 WHEN ORDERING. 

CREDIT CARD FREEPHONE HOTLINE: 0800 60 80 77 
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A DEATHLY quiet has fallen on 
the great wine estates of Bor- 
deaux The sQence goes beyond 
the silence of the sleeping 
vines. 

The telephone is NOT ring- 
ing. Hie gravel of the chateau 
drive is NOT crunching under 
the BMW and Audi tyres of the 
most influential wine brokers 
and shippers. 

After several years of spec- 
ulative inflation, the bubble in 
the prices of the finest red 
wines in the world may be 
about to burst 
The 1998 vintage - although 
an excellent yeag by all ac- 
counts - is being treated with 
a coolness bordering on glacial 
frost by the French and foreign 
wine trade. 

Advance bulk sales of last 
year's top chateaux wines, not 
yet bottled, are due to begin in 
about six weeks. 

By early February the mar- 
ket would normally be b uzzing 
with gossip and pre-n ego tiation 
negotiations. Not this year 
“The telephone is not ring- 
ing anymore. It’s almost got to 
the point where we have to ask 
our friends to can. " said one 
chateau manager 
“There is no market in fine 
Bordeaux at the moment What 
you have is a poker game. Both 
sides are waiting for the other 
to blink first," said Nick Ruth, 
a British wine writer and Bor- 
deaux expert 

In the past four years the \ 
cost of the best young Bordeaux ; 


By John uchfeeu) 
in Paris 


; reds - even moderate-to -good 
labels - has soared out of the 
■ reach of all but the wealthiest 
wine-lovers. 

In 1997, which was reckoned 
an “average” year Ge pretty- 
bad), the chateau-gate prices of 
some of the best- known names 
jumped t»y 70 per cent 

Some have tripled in price 
since 1994. 

Whatever the price de- 
manded by the producers, the 
shippers - especially the foreign 
buyers -continued to buy every 
bottle on offer, defying the laws 

of economics (and, perhaps, of 

common sense). AH that may be 
about to chang e 

Lowenquafify- £4 to £5 a botp 
tie -Bordeaux is little affected 
It operates in a d i fferent mar- 
ket, with peaks and troughs of 
its own. 

Higher-quality Bordeaux of 
a drinkable age - say seven 
years old or more - is subject 
to the laws of the internation- 
al wine market Its price is al- 
ready tending to sink (though 
not collapse) because of the 
Asian recession. 

All eyes in the international 
wine trade are now turned to- 
wards the producer-fixed price 
of the best young clarets, still 
years away from drinkable age. 
Until the mid-1990s the second- 
rank but high-quality labels 
might have sold off the estate 
at about £10 to £15 a bottle. Last 




Bordeaux by the barrel, but now, 

year they sold at £30 to £40 a prices 
bottle (beyond the means of all the sh 
but the most devoted, cellar- 
owning claret-lover). the sti 

The problem can be The 
summed up in one word; greed, price 
Retail prices for mature, drink- (prime 
able Bordeaux - and especial- with iti 
ly for the most sought-after nextai 
vintages, such as 1982 - were The 
driven up in (he 1990s by a boom kset” ir 
in Asian demand and a fashion crus cl 
for daretm America, fuelled by orqual 
the wine guru Robert Rarisec In re 
Even relatively young wines, is fixed 
three or four years old, were tryproc 
being sold at four times -in the to defir 
case of Petrus 1994, 10 times- and fa) 
what the chateau had o riginal - think tb 
ly charged anyone 

Some time in the mid-1990s their lif 
the chateau owners - now as shippei 
likely to be a multinational pleasan 
company as a local family - jasp< 
gazed at these inflated retail rector c 


prices and the profits made by 
the shippers and traders and 
asked “Why not us? We main* 
the s tuff , after all”. 

They ramped up the asking 
price for young Bordeaux 
(primeur) and, having got away 
with it one yeai; did it again, the 
next and the next 

There is, nominally a “mar- 
ket” in the young unbottled 
cnis ciassds -daret of superi- 
or quality. 

fa reality the trend of prices 
is fixed by the leading estates 
by processes which are difficult 
to define, based on a) qualify 
and fa) what the producers 
think they can get away with. If 
anyone tries to defy the trend, 
their life, in the words of one 
shipper, is "made very un- 
pleasant for them”. 

Jasper Morris, managing di- 
rector of Morris and Vertfin, a 


uHi&erc or me nnest red wines in the world are facing more uncertain times 


David Rose 


said: “Going around the es- 
tates last yea^ everyone would 
say ‘It’s not a good yean I know 
these prices are too high but my 
neighbours over there m the 
next ch&tean insist on putting 
up the prices’. Tfim would go to 
the next ch&teau and get the 
same message. It was always 
the fault of the other diaiwMw * 
Fbr a fewyears a number of 
factors sustained the price btd> 
bte in young Bordeaux. - 
There were good vmfa»g»»g 

1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996. There 
was good demand from “tradi- 
tional” customers in Europe 
and the US. 

There was feverish demand 
from "new” customers in Asia 
(mostly Japan and South 
Korea). 

There was also speculative 
buying by City traders, hoping 


m 




to cash in on the increasing 
price of the maturing wine. 

Last year all the markets foil 
flat at once. 

Cases and cases of the 1997 
rdcofte (vintage) of high-class 
clarets remain unsold in wine 
traders* cellars all over the 
world. One British shipper ex- 
plained: “The 1997 vintage sold 
easily from the ehatwmy on to 
die Bordeaux wine market It 
sold with some difficulty to the 
shippers, who knew it was a 
poor yean fa the end, most 
people in the business reluc- 
tantly went with the flow. A hig 
mistake. It hardfy sold to their 
customers at ad” 

While these stocks r emain 
on their hands - over 50 per 
cent in some cases - shippers 
are reluctant to pay a hi g h 
price for the 1998 vintage, how- 
ever good it might turn out to 


be. Many growers accept that 
the prices should come down 
but they are reluctant to mate 
the first move. It is a late-20th- 
centur y re m a k ing of the dBem- 
ma of the marriage feast at 
Canaa. How can you agree to 
sell a good vintage for less 
than a bad one? Besides, the 
producers argue, if the 1998 
wine goes cheap, there will 
neverbe any reason to buy the 
1997. Result deadlock. 

One leading Bordeaux wine 
broker said: "The market is 
paralysed, immobile. It is dear 
- and we've been begging the 
producers to understand this - 
that the 1998 prices must come 
down* however good the vintage 
is. 

“Everything we hear sug- 
gests that the wine is either 
good or vary good. No matter 
The estates have to swallow 


their pride to get the market 
moving again. I believe we 
need a fall of 30 to 40 per cent 

- more for the really expensive 
wines and less for the moder- 
ate ones.” 

The danger is that, while 
prices remain high, Bordeaux 
may lose part of its traditional 
markets in Europe and the US 

- and even its new market in 

Asia - to the New World pro- 
ducers now turning out wines 
of great quality in the daret 
style. . A 

The Bordeaux broker saitf 
“We are playing with Are. OK, 
Bordeaux will always be Bor- 
deaux YJe are not going to lose 
our reputation and markets 
overnight. But enough is 
enough. The prices were 
pushed to absurd and unjusti- 
fiable levels last year. There 
must be a correction this tune.” 
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Nightmare of 
Masai Mara 
comes to end 

A week in the life 

JOHN WARD, NAIROBI 


JOHN WARD hates the night 
flight frum Gatwick to Nairobi. 
He says airlines get away with 
“dreadful service” because for 
most people the flight is a 
ancMn-a-hfetime experience to 
a dream game parts destina- 
tion. Not for him; he has flown 
to Kenya more timgs than he 
can remember over the last 11 
years -sometimes two or three 
times in a month - to dogged- 
ly pursue an investigation into 
the so -far unsolved murder of 
his daughter, Julie, in Kenya’s 
Masai Mara national park. 

“Bloody night flights. 1 hate 
arriving in cold, mraky Gatwick 
at 4am then driving three hours 
home to Suffolk. I hate arriving 
in Nairobi, findzngyour baggage 
is lost. .. then it’s into a taxi and 
straight to the lawyers office,” 
said John Ward. 

Sometimes, be does go on to 
the game park - but not for a 
once-in-a-lifetime safari The 
Masai Mara is his private 
nightmare, where his 28-year- 
old daughter was murdered 
and dismembered, and he- re- 
mains hidden. It has been his 
determination alone that has 
brought two men to trial this 
month, after years of battling 
with police cover-ups, reluctant 
officialdom, obstructive politics 
and the inefficiency of a cor- 
rupt justice system. 


ON THURSDAY, the trial is due 
to begin. Fhlse starts have been 
typical of the process and pro- 
voke little more than an ironic 
raised eyebrow from Mr \terd, 
although he is sure to get up at 
seven in the morning to be 
ready in court at 930am. He has 



•Julie Ward; Killed in the 
Masai Mara 11 years ago 

his standard coffee and toast, 
then waits for “Big John", the 
Mereedes-<frTvingtanmanwho 
is his regular driver “Maybe m 
buy a car for the trial," he says. 
“1 spend so much on taxi fares 
in this country" 
first, they drive to the office 
of the lawyer; Salim DhanjL 
where Mr Ward works togeth- 
er with police detectives and 
the prosecution team on bun- 
dles of documents. Together 
they cfisaiss the case and pros- 
ecution tactics. Mr Whrd says 
this is a good “refresher” for 
him as a witness -“1 will be the 
mj-yor story-teller in this case, 
because others go in and out; 
look at parts of it but I am the 
thread that runs through from 
beginning to end.” 


TRUE TO form, the judge ar- 
rives in the tiny packed court- 
room well after 9.30 - then 
there isafluny of actiwtyfrom 
photographers and television 
cameras around the accused. 


Simon MakaHah, and around 
John Ward. Sometimes the lat- 
ter finds the media attention a 
bit much, although he is metic- 
ulously polite and facilitating. Of 
the scramble in the courtroom, 
he says it is like ‘throwing 
bread in a pond of fish". 

When he sits in court his de- 
meanour changes. A large 
man, shrewd and decisive, nor- 
mally with an appealing friend- 
liness and bluff sense of 
humour, he seems to shrink in 
the pew-Bke seats. Dressed 
formally in a black suit and car- 
rying a briefcase, he no longer 
looks Eke a working member of 
the team, but with a strange- 
ly distant strained appear- 
ance; a grieving father The 
case is adjourned until 26 Feb- 
ruary, to give the court time to 
join the cases of the two men 
now accused of the murder 


MR WARD is dropped back at 
the apartment he has rented for 
. the triaL He calls it shabby- “I 
don’t like it” - but he did not 
have much choice in getting a 
short-let furnished apartment 
in down-town Nairobi 

Two detectives are due 
shortly, so he makes tea and 
sandwiches and gets cold soft 
drinks out of the fridge. He says 
be likes the police team, and 
the lawyer; and considers 
many of them real friends. 

As a multirffliQianaire hotel- 
ier he is as at home entertain- 
ing m his own kitchen as he is 
being served like a celebrity. 
When the detectives leave Mr 
Ward’s “office” at around 
5 .30pm -documents spread on 
the coffee table where tee lap- 






Julie’s Either, John Ward, in the courtroom in Nairobi on Thursday Reuters 


top jsatokencQDcesaan to tech- 
nology - he “dears up the 
bloody dishes" and says he 
wonders sometimes what bis 
life has come to. 


ON FRIDAY morning, Mr Ward 
has an uncharacteristically 
late breakfast “1 tossed and 
turned until about four in the 
morning;" he says. The trial 
was on his mind, and a meet- 
ing he has next week with 


his shareholders in London. 

He shows no desire to talk 
about seeing the accused. But 
then he sharply interrupts to 
say Makallah's attitude has 
changed in court“I think he 
knows this is it” he says. 

He has another day of legal 
worts ahead of him, but hopes 
“we” will be able to have a day 
off at lake-side Naivasha on 
Sunday It turns out to bea soli- 
tary plan. “1 tend to say we even 
when I mean me," he says. 


Mr Ward still hopes his wife, 
Jan, will join him during the 
trial, but is not sure. “She's 
working on other things, like 
exhibitions of Muff's [the fam- 
ily nickname for Julie] wildlife 
photos in London," he says. 

Much as he wants her to 
come, he is pragmatic about 
his wife's involvement else- 
where. If s “a good thing", he 
says, she has found something 
else in fife, other than the trial. 

Lucy Hannan 


Child rapist 
is executed in 
B -movie style 


THE GRUESOME circus sur- 
rounding the execution of the 
Filipino child rapist Leo 
Echegaray finally ended yes- 
terday at exactly 3.19pm Mani- 
la time when he was 
pronounced dead after an in- 
jection of a lethal dose of potas- 
sium chloride. 

The 38-year-old house 
painter became the first man to 
be executed in the Philippines 
for 23 years after narrowly es- 
caping death last month when 
he was granted a reprieve by 
the Supreme Court, allowing 
Congress to reconsider its 
stance on the death penalty. 

Congress, urged on by Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada and the 
rape victim, Echegaray’s 
daughter-in-law, known as 
“Baby", turned its back on 
pleas to keep the Philippines 
free of the death penalty- 
only the President could 
have saved Echegaray but he 
came to office last May pledg- 
ing to fight crime. He sees ex- 
ecutions as a key tool in the 
battle. The crime rate remains 
high but President Estrada is 
pursuing a popular campaign to 
get tough on criminals. 

He said on Thursday that he 
had no time to read Eche- 
garay’s last-minute appeal and 
yesterday declared that the 
hotline to the presidential 
palace, which can be used for 
appeals, was cut because he 
had no intention of listening to 
a reprieve request 
When the condemned house 
painter entered the execution 
chamber he was wearing a 
wrist band with the name 
“Ekap" written on it Erap is the 
President's nickname; Eche- 
garay; like many other poor 
people, was one of his sup- 
porters. He also clutched a 
Bible and wore a badge read- 
ing “execute justice, not peo- 
ple”. According to Zenaida 
Javier; the woman he married 
while in jail, he maintained his 
innocence to the last 
However; his lawyer; 
Theodore Tay, was more 
circumspect “I believe he is 


By Stephen vines 
in Manila 

sincere," he said, “and that he 
believes he is innocent” 

Echegaray was accused of 
raping the then lO-yearold girl 
five times. 

According to a prison official 
his last words were; “Baby, 
forgive me." 

If this sounds like a track 
from a corny Hollywood film 
script it may be because the 
whole execution was sur- 
rounded in the morbid atmos- 
phere of a B-movie plot 

Film-makers in the Philip- 
pines are busy putting togeth- 
er the stoiy in a typically lurid 
fashion. On the eve of the exe- 
cution, a local radio station 
aired a cassette recorded by his 
wife on her final visit in which 
Echegaray spoke of his love for 
her and his dreams of their fu- 
ture life together. 

Inside the prison, reporters 
were admitted to see the con- 
demned man make his hafftnOe 
shuffle from his cell to the 
execution room. 

Outside the jail where the 
execution took place, rival 
prayer vigils and demonstra- 
tions were held by pro- and anti- 
death penalty activists. 

Echegaray 's wife went up to 
the prison fence to have her pic- 
ture taken with a pink rose in 
her hand Around the nation 
church bells w ere rung at 3pm 
by order of the Catholic church, 
which has led the anti-death 
penalty crusade. 

“This is a sad day." said 
Oscar Cruz, president of the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference 
of the Philippines. “Life is 
taken away - not by accident, 
not by sickness, not even by a 
criminal, but by no less than 
the state.” 

A rather different view came 
from the presidential palace, 
where the President’s men 
were busy churning out state- 
ments about how their leader 
had stood firm and was waiting 
for the other 9X4 inmates on 
death row to be dealt with. 
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Briefing 

Hamley’s shareholders play touch 

s ^retio l tier pressure is imderetood to be 
° H the board of Hamley’s, the under- 
retailer. Leading investors aSLTtote 
nnhappy about declining profits at the arum and 


HiHHirs rn n tma ^ -a ■ . . - r ■ p — 


ori^worinng on sfeort-tenn projects, 
«S?S SI 5^^ fore<: ^ t o feI1 ^ Iast yearns 

S^iL £ ?2r t 2 Syearafteraseries tfoperatkmal 
proWra^ that have compounded the impact of weak 

— « tourist numbers at its 

flagsfup Regent Street store. Hamley’s biggest 
shareholders are M&G, Jupiter and Phfltfci & Drew. 

Dtaon seeks $42 L5m share sale 

JAMIE DEMON (left). the 
former president of 
Citigroup, yesterday 
applied to sell 800,000 
shares, worth about $42L5m 
(£2fim), in the company he 
abruptly left in November. 
MrDimon, 42, stunned Waft 
Street when be left the 
world’s largest financial 
company at the request of 
his boss and former 
mentor foe co-chairman 
Sanford WeilL MrDimon’s 
departure, a month after Citigronp's merger with 
Travelers Group, followed a $l-33bn tradfagloss at foe 
investment banking unit he fed with perycfc Manghan 

Weir rejects £600m cash offer 

WEIR GROUP, the Glasgow-based pump makes yesterday • 
rejected a £600m cash offer from flowserve of foe US, whose 
offer was worth 300p per War share. Flowserve is smaller 
than Weir and could not afford the extra debt to mount a 
realistic offer Weir; profitable and cash-rich, is expected to 
resist any offer under 350p. The shares fen 26p to 281p. 
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Surprise profit warning sends MDIS skidding 


MDIS - the former McDonnell 
Information Systems - threat- 
ened yesterday to return to its 
former accident-prone form 
after a surprise profits warn- 
ing sent its shares skidding 12 
per cent before they recovered 
to dose 3.5p lower at 42p. 

The software group, which 
has returned to both prof- 
itability and the dividend list 
under the former IBM execu- 
tive John Hem, blamed unex- 
pected losses at Gloria, its 


By Andrew Garfield 
Elnandal Editor 

joint venture with Fujitsu of 
Japan. Gloria has been hit for 
the slump in demand for busi- 
ness planning software. 

The group also announced 
plans to enter into a complex 

sale-and-Ieaseback agreement 
which will cut the rental costs 
of its headquarters by E2m a 
yean but which will require a 
one-off exceptional write-off 


of £2m against last-year 
accounts. 

FWkwing yesterday’s state- 
ment, Collins Stewart, the 
house broker; cut its profits 
forecast before tax and 
exception&ls from £?m to 
£2.7m, although windfall gains 
from a settlement with the 
Inland Revenue could take 
that up to £8m in headline 
terms. 

The group is also p lanning 
to make up the shortfall for 


recognising £4 m of the excep- 
tional gain from the joint ven- 
ture with Fujitsu announced in 
June 1997. 

The MDIS board said that 
the public and corporate sec- 
tors and human resources sys- 
tems, both problem areas in 
the past, had increased their 
order intake by 25 per cent . 

Similar problems, which are 
a result of the collapse in Asian 
markets, hare also hit Gloria’s 
larger rivals such SAP and 



The group’s *Value to Shoot About* advertising campaign has Sailed to boost sales 


Peter Macdiarmid 


Sainsbury shares 
hit 12-month low 


SAINSBUKY’S disappointed the 
stock market yetagain yester- 
day when it revealed a poor 
sales performance over Christ- 
mas and admitted that its high- 
profile “Value to Shout About” 
advertising campaign starring 
John Cleese had failed to meet 
expectations. 

Sainsbiny’s shares plunged 
by more than 8 per cent to a 12- 
month low of 393p as the 
supermarket group said 
underlying sales in the 19 
weeks to 30 January were up 
by just 1.2 per cent on the 
same period last year. This 
compares to a figure Of 4.1 per 
cent announced by Tesco last 
month, indicating that Sains- 
bury’s is continuing to lose 
ground to the market leader 

Sainsbuiy's chief executive, 
Dino Adriano, said that al- 
though the Cleese campaign 
had succeeded in attracting 
more customers to the stores, 
it had not encouraged them to 
spend more, instead they had 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

focused only on the promoted, 
cut-price ranges, tearing Sams- 
bury’s with a lower average 
transaction size. “Shoppers 
were just peeing in, picking up 
the bargains and going else- 
where,” one analyst said. 

The result is that not only 
has the price campaign failed 
to stimulate sales, but it has 
reduced margins as well 

Sainsbuiy’s would not com- 
ment on whether it would 
continue to use the services of 
Mr Cleese. However; it is con- 
sidered unlikely that the 
comedian’s contract will be 
renewed following suggestions 
that Sainsbuiy’s has found the 
former Monty Python star too 
expensive and difficult to work 
with. 

Sainsbuiy’s was forced to 
deny rumours that it is plan- 
ning a major strategic review, 
and suggestions that Mr Adri- 


ano is 3L “Our strategy remains 
unchanged, and Dino looked 
perfectly well last time I saw 
him,” a spokesman said. 

Analysts criticised the com- 
pany, saying its m a n a g ement 
team had moved too slowly to 
act on prices and was still 
being outmanoeuvred by rivals 
such as Tesco, Asda and a 
recovering Safeway, whose 
trading update is due on Mon- 
day. “This business seems no 
doser to solving the problem of 
how to grow sales in an envi- 
ronment of falling marg ins 
than it was five years ago," said 
Andrew Bbwler, food retail 
analyst at Morgan Stanley. 

Market share figures com- 
piled by AGB show that in 
December Sainsbuiy’s share of 
the UK grocery market was 
16.1 per cent, compared to 20.2 
per cent held by Tesco. Two 
years ago Sainsbuiy’s was 
much closer, with 17.1 percent 
compared to Tesco’s share of 
19.3 per cent 


Analysts have cut their cur- 
rent-year profit forecasts to 
around £75 Om. Some sector 
watchers suggest there are 
parallels between the plight of 
Sainsbuiy’s and that of Marks 
& Spencei; another dimming 
high-street star. They said 
Sainsbuiy’s was now paying 
the price for an “arrogant in- 
ward-looking attitude” that was 
proving difficult to shake off 
“Sainsbuiy’s just does not have 
a culture that learns quickly,” 
one analyst said. 

Sainsbury’s has been 
caught out in an ever more 
price-competitive supermar- 
ket environment, as is illus- 
trated by the current price 
war on bread, with some 
supermarkets cutting the cost 
of a sliced white loaf to just 7p. 

Its trading statement 
showed that underlying sales 
at Savacentre were up by just 
0.4 per cent Homebase, the 
DIY chain, did better with a -L3 
per cent rise. 


Slowdown leads to insolvency rise 


CORPORATE insolvencies hare 
hit a three-year high, new fig- 
ures revealed, with more ex- 
pected in the coming months as 
the economy continues to slow. 

According to the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry, 
there were 3,346 company 
insolvencies in the final quar- 
ter of 1998. This is per cent 

higher than the same period in 
1997, and the largest quarterly 
total since early 1996. 

Insolvency experts warned 

that yesterday's jump in the 
figures was just the tip of the 
iceberg. Economists regard 
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insolvency data as a lagging 
rather than a leading indicator 
of activity - it takes time for a 
slowdown in demand to feed 
through into corporate profits. 

Steve Hill, an insolvency 
expert at the accountancy firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, pre- 
dicted that insolvencies could 
surge by as much as 40 per cent 
over the next two years. 

According to the PwC eco- 
nomic model, corporate insol- 
vencies wifl rise from a total of 
16203 in 1996 to 16,000 in 1999 


and 16800 in 2000. If UK eco- 
nomic growth turns out to be 
lower than expected, the pic- 
ture could be far worse - the 
PwC model assumes that the 
UK avoids outright recession. 

Mr HOI said: “Although gear- 
ing levels are certainty lower' 
than in 1990, the most vulner- 
able sectors include construc- 
tion, hotels, restaurants, 
engineering and transport It is 
a very difficult time for many 
companies.” 

A separate study out yes- 
terday found that the slowing 
economy was continuing to 


undermine employment 
prospects. Latest figures from 
NTC Research revealed falls in 
demand for both permanent 
and temporary staff 

The NTC figures -produced 
on behalf of the Federation of 
Recruitment and Employment 
Services -pointed to a further 
easing of pay pressures. 

The survey showed that the 
rate of growth of pay for both 

pu nnanwi t anil temporary staff 

slowed to the weakest seen in 
the 16-month history of the 
survey. Skill shortages are also 
starting to ease, NTC said. 


FOOTSIE fell 616 points to 6855.3 on 
worries about US interest rates. Mid 
cap shares, in rampant form for 
much of this yean retreated and it 
was left to the small cap index to 
produce a gain. Once again trading 
was busy with volume topping 
1 billion shares. J Sain^iuiy the 
supermarket chain, was the poorest- 
performing blue chip, faffing 36p to a 
12-month low of S93p. Other 
supermarket shares were unsettled 
and the hread price war lowered 
Associated British Fbods 28p to 
520p. Derek Pain, page 21 


SHARES again opened lower, led 
by farther fells in hi-tech stocks. 
The rise of 245,000 in January 
non-farm payroll numbers was 
well above expectations, encour- 
aging fears of a rise in interest 
rates. 

Near midday the Dow Jones 
average was 1LS4 lower at 
9J£92£6 and Nasdaq was down 
4633 - 2 per cent - at 2^6L74. 
Microsoft was down $3-875 at 
$155U9 and Intel down $3 at 
$127J25. IBM. General Motors 
and Xerox were among fellers. 
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Baan, both of which have ex- 
perienced a dramatic fell from 
grace over recent months. 

John Morety at Collins Stew- 
art said that the shortfall was 
disappointing, but he insisted 
that there were good reasons 
to behew this was a temporary 
setback. The 40 per cent 
growth in revenue at Gloria 
contrasts favourably with the 15 
per cent rise SAR the market 
leader, could muster in tbe 
current climate, he said. 


“It is not too bad a message. 
This company has come from 
huge losses to profit and back 
on to the dividend list. They are 
doing a good job. 1 wish there 
were not this Shortfall this 
year, but the positives are 
good,” he said. 

MDIS has yet to live down 
the poor reputation it gained in 
the City when it plunged from 
a high' of 234p shortly after 
flotation in 1994 after a spate 
of profits warnings. 


Float values 
GM’s Delphi 
at $9.6bn 


THE WORLD’S largest auto- 
motive components supplier 
arrived on the stock market 
yesterday as General Motors 
floated its Delphi Automotive 
Systems division with a valua- 
tion of $9.6bn (£5JBbn). 

Initially GM is listing just 
under 20 per cent of the shares, 
raising $1.7bn. But it plans to 
distribute the remainder of the 
shares to GM shareholders 
later this year through a 
demerger. 

The initial public offering of 
100 million shares, represent- 
ing 17.7 per cent of Delphi, was 
priced at $17 a share. 'Die offer 
was three-and-a-half times 
subscribed, with institutions 
apptying for 310 million shares 
and retail investors 150 million 
shares. 

Delphi which supplies a full 
range of components to GM 
factories throughout the world, 
had sales of $28.4bn last yean 
ranking it among the top 30 US 
companies in the Fbrtune 500. 
Based in Troy Michigan, the 
company has 200,000 employ- 
ees and operates from 169 rites 
and a farther 40 joint ventures 
in 36 countries. 

In the UK, Delphi employs 
1,250 people at six sites - 
Coventry, Ellesmere Port Liv- 
erpool , Southampton, Luton 
and Basingstoke. It supplies 
components ranging from 
engine parts and instrument 
clusters to steering columns 
and electronic systems to 
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Vauxhall's two UK car plants at 
Ellesmere Fort and Luton. 

Delphi's chief executive, J T 
Battenberg in. said the main 
purposes of floating the com- 
pany as an independent busi- 
ness was to pick up more sales 
from vehicle manufacturers 
other than GM. Historically, 
rival car makers have been 
reluctant to buy from a busi- 
ness which is 100 per cent- 
owned by GM, the world's 
leading car maker. 

Fbr the same reason Ford is 
also p lanning a stock market 
listing and demerger of Us in- 
house automotive components 
business, Visteon. 

Mr Battenberg also said 
that the flotation would give 
Delphi greater commercial 
freedom and mean that it no 
longer had to compete with 
other parts of GM for 
resources to expand and 
update its facilities. 

Paul Fleming, Delphi's UK 
director; said the company was 
already much more than an 
original equipment manufac- 
turer. It also planned to expand 
its operations to take advan- 
tage of the number of carmak- 
ers that had set up in Britain 
to take advantage of the Euro- 
pean market 

Delphi has already helped 
Land R over to produce a new 
system that enhances the cor- 
nering of its models. 


Federal-Mogul 
shuns cash bid 


LUCASVARITY yesterday edged 
closer to a £4bn takeover by its 
US rival TRW after Federal- 
Mogul hinted that it would not 
launch an all-cash counterbid 
for the British the car parts and 
aerospace group. 

However, Federal-Mogul 
said it could raise its initial 
£3.Sbn cash-and-paper offer for 
Lucas in a bid to trump TRW’s 
cash bid. Federal-Mogul one of 
the largest carparts makers in 
the US, is due to decide on a 
counterbid over the next few 
days after spending more than 
a week examining the Lucas 
books. 

The news came as TRW was 
preparing to post its offer doc- 
ument to Lucas shareholders 
this weekend. In a briefing with 
US investors, the chief execu- 
tive Dick SneD said that it was 
“unlikely” that the company 
would mount an allcash assault 
on Lucas. 

Industry analysts had been 
predicting that Mr Snell would 
find it difficult to summon the 
financial resources for an all- 
cash offer due to Federal- 
Mogul’s overstretched balance 
sheet 

Mr Snell’s statement is a 
blow for Lucas UK sharehold- 
ers who are unwilling to hold 
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US paper and hare been hop- 
ing for a cash bid from Feder- 
al-Mogul. City analysts were 
last night predicting that if Mr 
Snell is to succeed in the bat- 
tle with TRW he would have to 
devise a method to allow 
British shareholders to take the 
cash, leaving the Federal- 
Mogul shares to US investors. 
Maqy UK institutions, which ac- 
count for about 45 per cent of 
Lucas shareholders, are not al- 
lowed to own US shares and are 
set to vote down any cash-and- 
paper offer 

During the briefing, Mr Snell 
said that, if Fhderal-Mogul wins 
the bid war, it would quickly sell 
Lucas aerospace business. 
“Aerospace does not fit at all ... 
We have had wild interest in the 
business from the aerospace in- 
dustry and an heated auction 
for that is easy to conceive." 

The division could attract 
bids from a number of compa- 
nies in the rapidly consolidat- 
ing aerospace industry. City 
analysts said the list of poten- 
tial bidders would be topped by 
the UK groups Smiths Indus- 
tries and TI, with several US 
groups also likely to enter the 
fray. 



RENEWED strength in the yen 
combined with the overnight fell 
on Wall Street to send Tokyo 
shares lower. The Nikkei 225 index 
dosed down 188.77 at 13,898.08, 
stfil comfortably above the day’s 
low of 13,76925 and the technical 
support level of 13,800. 

Car and steel makers, telecoms 
and banks were mixed, but hi-tech 
shares were lower in sympathy 
with the fell on the Nasdaq index, 
with Hitachi down by another 23 
yen at 745 yen, and Toshiba down 
18 yen at 724 yen. 


HONG KONG suffered most of the 
Asia-Pacific markets hit hard by 
overnight fells on Wall Street 
and Nasdaq. By the close the 
Hang Seng was down 248.45, or 
2.63 per cent, at 9 J9&20, its low- 
est of the year so fen 

Banks and property shares 
were down as hopes of a ent in 
interest rates before the Chinese 
Umar New Thar faded. HSBC 
fell HK$5 to HK$189, Hongkong 
Telecom and China Telecom 
were down, and the Hang Seng 
China index fell 4.16 to 295.12. 


PRICES IN Sao Paulo slid again and 
the currency retreated further 
after the IMF called for further 
budget cuts as the price of further 
financial help for the economy. 

The real fell a further 2 per cent 
to UU reals to the dollar, and the 
Bovespa share index was down 190 
points or 22 per cent at 8,462 by 
late morning, reflecting a general 
sense of gloom. 

The Brazilian trade deficit 
widened from $5 94m in December 
to $754m in January, pointing to 
further problems for the economy. 
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MASAYOSHI SGNis a South Korean 

who Eves in Japan. Some years aso. 
he deeded that the Internet would 
be the future and raised $lQ0m to 
invest in the World Wide Web His 
company, Softbank Corporation of 
Japan, examined some 5,000 Inter- 
net companies, most of them from 
the US, and eventually invested in 
100 of them. His choices, which in- 
clude a big stake in Yahoo!, have 
made him seem Kfee one of the most 

inspired investors of all Hm» 

Today his $i0Qm is worth in ex- 
cess of $i5bn and he is at the van- 
guard of the boom in Internet 
stocks. Most people think the phe- 
nomenon a bubble, which will in- 
evitably burst and deflate. Mr Son 
believes we are only at the begin- 
ning - that the market capitalisation 
of the Internet sector will co ntinue 
to rise exponentially over the years 
ahead as the World Wide Web works 
its transforming powers on busi- 
ness. 

Whose judgement would you 
rather trust? Those who have ut- 
terly failed to forecast the signifi- 
cance of the Net, and now without 
a single Internet stock in their port- 
folio, condemn the phenomenon as 
a dangerous ftnanniai bubble, or 
those who like Mr Son saw it com- 
ing and backed their hunches? Fm 



Jeremy 

Warner 

There is no doubt that 
die Internet is raising 
some fascinating 
investment is s ue s 


not even going to attempt to answer 
this question, because whichever 
way I jump, Fm highly likely to be 
wrong. But there is no doubt that the 


investment i s su es. 

Just consider the following. An in- 
ternet company called Buy.com in 
the US is planning shortly to tap the 

fnr tRAm thrraiah on mrKal 


puuucozzerzng. los issue is almost 
boumi to be hugely over subscribed, 
for Buy.com has a unique «AlHng 


proposition. Its business plan en- 
visage a negative margin on every- 
thing it sells over the Net-in other 
words it plans to sell products for 
less than it buys them foe The dif- 
ference, it is envisaged, will be 
mad e up by advertising revenue. 
Ihe more hits that Buy.com can gen- 
erate, the more advertising it w ill at 
tract and the more it can reduce its 
prices. 

Tins is such a far out business 
proposition that it coaM only real- 
ly be invented in America. 

There is nothing new in the con- 
cept of loss leading, of course. The 
story is possibly apocryphal, but it 
was reported at the time of the great 
baked beans price war some years 
ago that one supermarket actually 
began to pay shoppers to come 
through the doors and relieve its 
shelves of baked beans. A similar 
fonn of loss leading is being used 
by the supermarkets in the present 
bread price wan On our own turf in 
the British newspaper industry, 
The Times has betai selling below 
its costs ofproductioQ for five years 
now, andjoHy annoying it is too. 

In all these cases, however; such 
loss leading, predatory pricing, call 
it what you trill, is only possible be- 
cause it is conducted by large or- 
ganisations able to crass subsidise 


from more conventionally priced 
products. Bvy.com is a business 
start up and no such subsidy is 
available. Even so, it might just 
work. Independent Television in 
Britain has operated profitably in 
precisely this manner for many 
years, paying for the cost of its pro- 
grammes entirely from advertising 
revenues. 

But just think about the impli- 
cations of what Buy.com is propos- 
ing. If sells products at below cost, 
which in turn puts a general defla- 
tionary pressure on product prices. 

ft hopes to make up the money by 

persuading the producers of those 
products to advertise. For conven- 
tional producers and distributors, 
this is plainly extremely bad news 
indeed. At every level they lose out 

In such a game, even Internet 
distributors such as Amazon.com 
would struggle, because eventual- 
ly Bvy.com andothers like it will find 
a way erf selling books and CDs even 
more cheaply; Ear from benefiting 
business, then, the internet may be 
destined profoundly to damage it 
Certainly it is capable of tipping the 
scales of benefit very significantly 
away from business and towards 
the consumer Logically weTi end 
up with a situation where the in- 
tensity of competition on the Net 


will mean nobody is capable of 
mating a profit 

In reality of course, that ex- 
treme of position will never be 
reached, if only because business 
has to makeprofitto survive. AD the 
same, the idea that the World Wide 
Writ presents businesses old and 

new with unparalleled oppor tunities 
may be a bit of a misconception. 

Certainly there will be business 
success stories on the web. It can 
also safely be said that those busi- 
nesses that don't fully embrace 
the net will fail Furthermore, the 
web has the potential greatly to in- 
crease the volume and speed of 
trade. But in the end the web is 
more of a challenge to business 
than an opportunity. 

This applies not just to estab- 
lished producer/distributors, but 
to the newer generation of wealth 
creators and internet entrepre- 
neurs too. Electronic commerce has 
already achieved take oft point in 
the US. In the process, quite a few 
traditional “on-land" retailers have 
now largely made the switch to “on- 
line" 

Fbr instance, at Charles Schwab, 
the discount stock broken more 
than 70 per cent of trades are now 
conducted through the Net Re- 
markably this migration has al- 


lowed Schwab greatly to enhance 
customer service. It is now able to 
offer personal advise and content 
in a way never economically pos- 
sible under the old model 

In Britain, the migration to elec- 
tronic commerce is likely to be slow- 
er. This is not just because personal 
computer penetration is lower The 
telephone costs of using the Net - 
free in the US, costly in the UK - 
are proving a big constraint on 
growth too. Even so, what is hap- 
pening in the US wifi presumably 
eventually sweep the world. 

Some forecasters believe that e 
commerce will quite quickly grow 
to be larger than the total size of all 
commerce as it stands today. H this 
seems a logical impossibility it is 
only because the Net’s potential for 
expanding the volume and speed of 
trade tends to be ignored. Howev- 
er, even the most conservative 
forecasts point to phenomenal 
growth. 

Despite this, it is not yet clear 
where the web's money making ca- 
pacity Ses, if indeed it lies anywhere. 
Fbr most businesses, the web is just 
another marketing and distribution 
channel, albeit a very low cost one. 

Nobody has any doubt but that 
the web is going to transform the 
way they do business, but they 


Holiday sector in 
demand as Footsie 
feels the pressure 


AS BOOKIE William HT11 can- 
ters along towards its market 
flotation, shares of the last big 
“popular*' stock sale came to 
life as takeover rumours 
swirled around. 

Thomson Travel, Britain's 
biggest holidays group, has 
been a major disappointment 
to its army of small share- 
holders. The shares briefly 
flirted with 200p but were down 
to 105.5 in October and bump- 
ing along at I38p before they 
were engulfed in bid excite- 
ment Tblk of a German bid lift- 
ed them 17.5p to 155.5 - still 
below the offer price - in fre- 
netic trading. 

The Thomson float accom- 
panied by the perk of cut-price 
holidays for subscribing share- 
holders, was marred by com- 
plaints of share shop 
inefficiency. 

W This week the other leading 
holiday operators have also 
been in demand although, until 
yesterday’s burst of activity 
Thomson had been left out in 
thecold. 

The holiday sector has been 
encouraged by favourable 
comments from Warburg Dil- 
lon Read, which has alighted 
on Thomson and Airtours as its 
favoured shares. 

It could be argued that the 
sudden strength of holiday 
shares is related to the mod- 
est revival in oversold leisure 
shares this week. Forward hol- 
iday bootings are thought to be 
running at a heady level. 


EXPECT takeover action 
soon fbom AIM-listed 
Pubs’n’Bars. The group is 
thought to be near to taking 
Bfer a 34-strong pubs chain 
with which it is already 
closely related. Talks are 
also going on with another 
pubs company and there are 
hopes they w*D be conclud- 
ed in the next few weeks. 

Pubs’n’Bars, with its 
shares unchanged at 5 Op, is 
capitalised at £L8m* 


although capacity has been 
Reduced. This week's base- 
■ate cut should further en- 
»urage a summertime rush to 
-he sun. 

Airtours, up 9p to 430.5p. 
sas strong on Thursday as 
topes returned that its major 
shareholder, the US Carnival 
Corporation, was planning a 
Md. First Choice, the number 
•ee hoiidav group, rose 5.5p 
W147p. 

Preussag, the German 
jroup. was said to be chasing 
rhomson. Any bid, however, 
wrnld be complicated by its 
xmtrol of Thomas Cook, the 
irst package tour operator, 
ihree days ago Preussag said 
t was looking to raise £75flm 
o increase its tourism busi- 
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PAIN 


£28.5m. Until the share sale it 
was controlled by the Canadi- 
an Thomson famDy. Now the 
Canadian interest is down to 20 
percent. 

Most other shares were 
down in the dumps. Footsie, 
ruffled by fears of higher US 
interest rates, fell 84.6 points 
to 5,85&3 in another busy ses- 
sion, Even the in-form mid 
cap index, strong for much of 
this year; lost its enthusiasm, 
falling 21.1 points to 5*211-5. It 
was left to the smaD cap shares 
to keep the buU flag flying, with 
their index up 8.5 to 2£09J9. 

J Sainsbury’s disappointing 
trading statement - and, pre- 
sumably, the bread war - low- 
ered the shares by 36p to 393p, 
a 12-month low. Tesco lost 
5.75p to 181.75p and Safeway 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


FTSE 

SMALL 

CAP 


musjgiu 

md engineering as its core 
ictivity. 

Thomson has, since its flota- 
ion. been on tiie expansion 
/rail and on Monday acquired 
wo businesses for around 


1800 FMAMJ JASONDJF | 

12p.5p to 278J>p. Associated 
British Fbods, the Sunbiest 
bread group, crumbled 28p to 
520p- 

Footsie's top player was 
BG. up 19p to 360.5p EMI, the 
showbiz group, continued to 
score from Warburg Dfflon 
Read support, up a further 

18^P to 450.5p. . 

WPP, the advertising 
croup, gained l2p to 474p on 
Goldman Sachs support, and 
jsjFC advanced 6p to 147.5p 
after meeting analysts. 

Lyle, the sweeteners 

group, improved 20i!5pto^0p 

fs BTAlexJBrown suggested a 

50 LaSroke, confirming it is 
the Stalds stalker; fell 8-TCp to 
230p‘ Stalds rose 45p to l4Ufe. 
u the hotel and pub [ group 

Ss near to selling its two 

hSwwiesand 350 bottom-of- 
the-barrel pubs, put ® 2?-5P to 
OTpS theory ttatittoj, 
will be drawn into fte maet- 
^omofemporate action m the 

h °«e^ mixed news on 
.JSwM. Weir, the 

^i^cStepsedMPto^ 
ended discussions with 


Blows erve, a US group. The 
Americans, it seems, were pre- 
pared to bid 300p a share; 
whether they will return to the 
fray with a hostile offer re- 
mains to be seen. 

Watts, Blake Bearne, the 
flHina days group, finned 15p 
to 490p after its major share- 
holder, the Belgian Sibelco 
group, produced its signalled 
offer. Portsmouth & Sunder- 
land Newspapers finned 25p 
to l,725p after Newsquest, un- 
changed at 301p, indicated bid 
hopes. 

Rebus, the computer group, 
jumped 22p to 159 -5p as offer 
talks were confirmed. 

Wyko, a precision engineer; 
said it had not collected any 
offers but was reviewing its 
options. The shares gained 
13p to 94p. 

BICC, the cables and con- 
struction group, remained on 
the wanted list, gaming l.5p to 
84p on continuing bid specu- 
lation. But engineer FEU, wide- 
ly tipped as the next bid target, 
fell 5J>p to l63.5p in busy trad- 
ing. 

Northern Leisure, the efis- 
. cotheque chain, added I0.5p to 
I48p as the group continued to 
benefit from bid talk and the 
revival in the heavily battered 
leisure sector 

Profits warnings flowed 
again. Salt group StaveleyfeD 
9.5p to 71.5p and MDIS, no 
stranger to providing dire tid- 
ings to shareholders, lost 3.5p 
to 42p after cautioning that re- 


SHAKES IN Rage Software 
were again barfly traded as 
stories went round that 
Microsoft may take a 5 per 
cent stake in the computer 
games group. 

The company recently - 
said it was in talks with 
Microsoft on distribution of 
its latest football game, 
Ruud Gullit Striker. Rage 
shares firmed 0.5p to 
14.75p: Seaq put turnover 
at 5.4 million. Three years 
ago the price touched Z5p. 


suits would be below expecta- 
tions. 

Gyrus, a medical group, 
firmed 2p to I75.5p; it raised 
£l0-5m by placing shares at 
146p. Future Integrated 
Technology, unchanged at 
25p, raised £115,000, placing 
shares at 21p. Oxford Molec- 
ular hardened 2.5p to 39p as a 
long time seller was cleare d . 

Dawson International, 
gained 5p to I7p - five years 
ago the shares were 159p - as 
aggressive investor Guinness 

Peatarrivedwitha5.4 percent 

shareholding. Phillips & Drew, 
the fund manager that has 
been flexing its investment 
muscles lately, is already 
involved in the textile group 
with a 2L7 per cent stake. 

Fitness First the health 
dub chain planning to move 
from AIM to a full listing next 
week, jumped 26p to 398-5p. 

SEAQ VOLUME; l.QS billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 75,759 
GILTS INDEX: 115.86 +0.08 



Stephen Grabinex; ONdigrtaTs chief executive: The pay-TV venture could be worth up to £lbn cm flotation 

Granada seeks early float to 
fix market value of ONdigital 


GRANADA, the media to hotels 
group, is pushing for an early 
flotation of ONdigital in an 
attempt to put a firm valuation 
on the fledgling pay-television 
venture. 

Granada is understood to 
want to examine the possibili- 
ty of floating ONdigital in 18 
mo nths’ time The company is 
Bkdy to push for the issue to be 
discussed by ONdigital’s board 
before the aid of the yean 

Floating ONdigital would 
help cement the value of the 
venture, 59 per cent earned by 
Granada and Carlton, the 
media group run by Michael 
Green. City analysts are divid- 
ed about ONdigital’s value, with 
estimates of its worth ranging 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

from £250m to as much as £lbn. 

ONdigital, which launched its 
30-channel service in Novem- 
ber, has been battling with 
British Sky Broadcasting; the 
satellite television group, in the 
race to sign up subscribers to 
digital television. 

Details of ONdigital's per- 
formance are a dose secret, but 
its shareholders expect it to 
have signed up 350,000 sub- 
scribers by the end of the year 

BSkyB will next week update 
the City on the performance of 
its digital service when it issues 
half-year results. However, 
ow iQgitei thnnght unlikely 
issue an update before May. 


Charles Allen, Granada's 
chid executive, is understood to 
be interested in floating the 
minim um 20 per cent stake al- 
lowed by Stxxi Exchange rules. 
Shareholders may also want to 
capitalise on the soaring valu- 
ations attached to hi-tech stocks 
by seeking a dual listing on 
Nasdaq, the US exchange. 

Carlton and Granada have 
budgeted a total investment of 
£375m for ONdigital over the 
next fire years. The venture will 
breakeven when it has two mil- 
lion subscribers. 

The flotation of ONdigital 
has been under consideration 
for some time. Last year Mor- 
gan Stanley, the investment 
bank, was retained to examine 


the possibility of a float How- 
ever; ONdigital is not current- 
ly thought to have retained any 
financial advisors. 

If Carlton and Granada 
decide against an early float 
they are likely to wait until 2003 
when the business has been up 
and running for five years. 

Meanwhile, Granada yes- 
terday indicated that ITV had 
increased its share of television 
advertising revenue since the 
beginning of the year. Steve 
Morrison, chief executive of 
Granada’s media division, said 
mrs advertising revenues in 
January grew by ll per cent on 
the same month last yean In 
1998 nVs advertising revenues 
grew by a total of 4.8 per cent 


Newsquest confirms P&S takeover talks 


NEWSQUEST, publisher of the 
Northern Echo and Oxford 
MaH yesterday confirmed it is 
in preliminary takeover talks 
with Portsmouth & Sunder- 
land Newspapers, which put 
itself up fbr sale last month after 
rejecting a bid approach from 
rival Johnston Press. 

Newsquest last night issued 
a statement confirming its 
intent after the competition 
minister; Kim Howells, decided 
to refer Johnston’s proposed ac- 
quisition of P&S to the Monop- 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

olies and Mergers Commis- 
sion. Following that decision, 
Newsquest has asked the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry for a similar refer- 
ence that would allow a 
Newsquest bid for the group to 
be ronrideredrf the same time. 

P&S shares rose 25p to 
l,725p yesterday valuing the 
company at over £2 00m. 

Sources dose to Newsquest 


insisted last nigh t that the re- 
quest should not be read to 
mean the group would defi- 
nitely make an offer for P&S. 
‘This is a matter of keeping our 
options open in the event of our 
making a bid, 7 ’ said a source. 

There is little doubt that 
Newsquerf has the firepower to 
pull the deal off. Although the 
group is heavily geared, ana- 
lysts said it bad a strong cash 
flow and an unused bank facil- 
ity of £l50m at its disposal. 

Johnston said earlier this 


week that it would press on with 
its bid for P&S despite the fail- 
ure of its tender offer for 10 per 
cent of the group. Johnston 
already holds 14.99 per cent 

Charles VflBers, who built up 
the local newspaper interests of 
Scottish Radio Holdings, has 
confirmed he is putting togeth- 
er a bid for the entire group. 

P&S said; “We welcome all 
interest We do not have any- 
thing such as a favoured bidder. 
There are certainly others out 


also worry about how they are ever 
going to make any money out of it 
It may well be that the only true 
business beneficiaries are the in- 
ternet wholesalers and gate keep- 
ers, those able to offer a mechanism 
for searching the Web for the low- 
est possible prices. 

Nobody can reasonably object to 
competition and transparency, but 
many businessmen are beginning 
to think there are limits. Unfortu- 
nately the internet doesn't recog n ise 
them. Personally, 1 share the in- 
vestment perspective of the Web put 
forward by Bill Gates of Microsoft. 

1 hope I do him no injustice by 
paraphrasing it in this manner. The 
net is plainly a wonderful thing 
which is revolutionising the way 
business is conducted, and for con- 
sumers it is a godsend which for the 
first time this millennium puts them 
firmly in the saddle in terms of 
choice and value. But don’t assume 
there's gold to be had from mining 
these seams. Disney and Coca Cola 
are much more likely still to be big 
companies making good profits 25 
years from now than Yahoo! or 
Amazon.com. And as for estab- 
lished consumer goods producers, 
the outlook is only for more and 
more competition and keener and 
keener pricing 


IN BRIEF 


US jobless rate at 
30-year low 

THE NUMBER of jobs created 
in the US amounted to 
245,000 last month, leaving 
the unemployment rate at a 
near-30 year low of 4.3 per 
cent News of the bigger- 
than-expected increase in 
non-form payrolls was tem- 
pered by a downward revi- 
sion of 80,000 to December’s 
rise. However; the figure con- 
firmed the remarkable and 
continuing strength of the 
American economy. 

WBB accepts bid 

WATTS, BLAKE Bearne, the 
Devon-based china day pro- 
ducer, accepted a bid of 500p 
a share from SCR Sibelco, a 
privately-owned Belgian 
glass, sand and minerals 
group which already owns 44 
pea: cent of WBB. The bid 
price is 31 per cent above the 
market price of WBB before 
takeover talks were an- 
nounced last month, and val- 
ues the company at around 
16 times forecast earnings for 
1998. 

£1m share sale 

ROBIN SAXBY, president of 
ARM Holdings, yesterday 
sold 60.000 of Ids shares in 
the British microchip manu- 
facturer for more than £lm. 
After unveiling full-year pre- 
tax profits on Wednesday of 
£9. 4m, more than double the 
previous year’s total, ARM's 
share price rose I62.5p, 8.6 
per cent, to 2,045p. 

Gordon to retire 

DONALD GORDON, the South 
African finan cier, announced 
that be plans to retire from 
the chairmanship of Liberty 
life, the insurance company 
he founded, before the end of 
the year. Mr Gordon, 68, is to 
stay on as chairman of Capi- 
tal Shopping Centres, which 
owns Lakeside in Thurrock 
and the Tyneside Metro Cen- 
tre, and his London listed 
property and financial ser- 
vices vehicle. Liberty In- 
ternational 

Morse joins Offer 

A SENIOR investment banker 
has been appointed to head 
the review of electricity 
prices by energy regulator 
Callum McCarthy. Richard 
Morse, a senior executive at 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
is to join Offer on a two-year 
secondment in March. 

NatPower play 

NATIONAL POWER an- 
nounced plans to expand its 
overseas operations further 
by building a £1 70m gas-fired 
power station in south Aus- 
tralia. 


E-commerce drives profits boom at ECsoft 


THE GROWTH of electronic 
commerce and Internet use 
by business and industry has 
fuelled a profits bonanza at 
ECsoft, a fledgling computer 
consultancy group floated on 
tile stock market oaoly^ test yeac 
fUU-year profits more than 
doubled to £8Jm and the work- 
force has mushroomed from 
101 in 1997 to almost 800. The 
eorapaqy saiefc^ “In the course of 
the year we experienced an 


By nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 

increasing trend towards dec- 
tronKOTnmen^wifo 
access becoming prerequisite 
for many customer projects.” 
The profit growth contrasts 
the experience of mary u ga-go r ' 
Net commerce stocks, such as 
AmazorLcom, which are enjoy- 
ing huge sales booms but have 
yet to earn a penny in profit 


ECsoft specialises in the 
provision of computer solu- 
tions to businesses. These in- 
dude e-commerce solutions 
and Internet access. 

Recent contracts have 
included an Intenet banking 
system for a Scandinavian 
bank, and a new Internet book- 
ing systems for a mdse liner 
which allows the operator to by- 
pass travel agents. Clients 
indude BT Esso and Unisys. 


Another productive area for 
the company has been the pro- 
vision of data warehousing sys- 
tems enabling retailers to 
analyse buying patterns of cus- 
tomers who have loyalty cards. 

TO help support its growth, 
ECsoft has recruited the e- 
commeree team from Digital, 
the computer group. 

The bumper profits pushed 
ECsoft shares up by 52^p to a 
new high of 24915P, valuing the 


company at £250m. The com- 
pany is expected to acquire 
other software businesses in 
France and the Benelux region 
as well as smaller firms in the 
UK and Scandinavia. 

ECsoft said it had not fo- 
cused too strongly on Year 2000 
compliance work which it says 
currently accounts for about 10 
per cent of its total sales. Group 
sales rose by 41 per cent to 
reach £62^m. 
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The Arsenal manager’s raid on the illustrious Gallic football academy has been condemned in his native land 


Wenger’s coup 


leaves French 


looking for spies 


“WELCOME to the psy- 
chodramaT* WHh a smfle and an 
outstretched hand, Andr£ 
Merelle strode across the foyer 
of France’s Institut National de 
Football “Let me introduce 
you to spy number one,” he 
said Outside, on a garden path 
overshadowed by a lOft-high 
gold replica of the World Cup, 
two middle-aged men stood 
talking. One of them broke off 
to shake hands. 

Merelle indicated the other 
man. “This is spy number two.” 
There was wry laughter “And 
you may call me spy number 
three.” 

Andre Merelle, Claude 
Dusseau and Joa chim Fran- 
cisco FQho, grouped togetberin 
the ornamental garden of a 
French chateau, with a mist 
clin g in g to the surrounding for- 
est In a setting fit for the three 
musketeers, here were the 
three spies. The villains of 
French footbafl. Traitors to the 
cause. And spies, worst of all, 
for the perfidious En glish , 

Two weeks ago, the news 
broke that Arsene Wenger had 
signed yet another French 
player for his Highbury squad. 
And this time the boy was 
barely old enough to lace his 
own boots. Still two months 
away from his I6fh birthday. 
Jeremie Aliadifere had been 
signed to a reported seven- 
year contract worth about 
£Um. 

In Ftance, the response was 
immediate and heated. “It’s a 
disgrace,” Nodi Le Greet, the 
president of the French league, 
announced. “His coaches, his 
teachers and his parents 
should ask themselves a few 
questions about this auction of 
a child of 15." 

Who is Jdrdmie Aliadiere? A 
centre-forward whose potential 
had been spotted at foe age of 
seven and now, with five 
appearances in foe national 
under-15 side to his name, a star 
of foe junior teams of Racing 
Club de France. And from Mon- 
day to Friday a student at foe 
INF foe institute in foe grounds 
of the Chateau Montjoye at 
Clairefontaine, the former 
country home of a member of 
the Lazard banking family, 
where Dusseau, Filho and 
Merelle are foe guardians of a 
project that has been described 
as the key to the technical pol- 
icy of French football a policy 
whose integrity had suddenly 
come under threat 

The French are very aware 
that their best players usually 
find fame and fortune outside 
their own frontiers. Of the 11 
who started the World Cup 
final on foe eve of Bastille Day 
only two were playing for chibs 
in the French league. Fans and 
administrators alike are proud 
of the way French talent earns 
such practical recognition 
abroad, but are sensitive about 
the implications for the stand- 
ing of foe domestic game. And 
now the flower of French foot- 
ball had been plucked before it 
had even come into bud. 

In outbidding foe represen- 
tatives of FC Rennes, who of- 
fered just ova: a milfion pounds, 



Richard 

Williams 


Wenger had also seen off firm 
interest not just from several 
other French dubs, led by Paris 
St- Germain, but from 
Barcelona and Intemarionale. 

“it’s not just a financial 
derision,” Laurent Aliadiere, 
foe bey's father tokl journalists. 
“Wre not a poor family If we 
chose Arsenal it was because 
of what was offered on the 
sporting side. Certain^ football 
is a professional sport, and 
money is part of it But we liked 
what Arsriie TOsnger had to say. 

“London is only an hour 
from Paris by plane, two hours 
by train. If he'd joined Monaco, 
say it would have been worse 
on that leveL So it wasn’t a ges- 
ture against foe French dubs, 
it was just that Arsenal showed 
us the best opportunity. I don’t 
know how they caroetohear of 
him. But he's played in the 


for spies" was UEtpdp^s head- 
line. The finger of suspicion 
pointed firmly at Dusseau, the 
institute’s director; and Filho 
and Merelle, his coaches. 

Two days later Mgrdle sat in 
foe institute's refectory tucking 
into a blonquette de ueou, 
muffing over Fc^htreAKafoere, 
and preparing his defence 
against foe charges of espi- 
onage and treason. 

“Fbotball is small world," 
he said, “and today ifsaH about 
money. But we’re not advisers 
in this respect We’re not 
agents. We’re very cautious 
about that, because when a 
professional dub here can’t 
geta boy to sign with them, they 
tend to say, ‘Ah well the 
coaches at foe institute advised 
him to go elsewhere.’ The big 
dubs want foe best young play- 
ers, and when they don't get 
them, they become suspicious.” 

Ahadfere had played along- 
side his own son in a local 
team up to the age of 13. “Then 
we took him into foe school 
here. At that point he could 
have registered for Paris St- 
Germain. They would have 
liked to sign him, and five of our 
other boys are with them. But 
the father knew that if he 
signed foe registration card, 
tbatwouldbe Hkeaconfract He 
wanted his Son to be able to 
make a decision ISfec So he ; 
signed for an amateur dub. 




Clairefontaine, the impressive home of France’s 
Institut National de Fbotball Tfemp Sport 


national under-15s. That’s a 
good explanation, non?" 

Not as far as foe furious Le 
Greet was concerned. “Hoe is 
a bey, educated and coached 
within the national strudures of 
French football who leaves for 
the highest hidder,” he raged. 
“What happened is obvious. 
Let's call a spade a spade. 
ArsSne Wenger has an 
employee staffing foe corri- 
dors of the Institute.” 

A week after Le Graefs out- 
burst, a general coimcfl meet- 
ing of foe French federation and 
the league agreed to form a 
commission of inquiry into the 
affair; in order to discover if 
employees of the institute at 
Clairefontaine had indeed 
acted as intermediaries 
between the play er an d the 
English dub. “The FFF hunts 


waited for other dubs to ask 
atout him. They had many dis- 
cussions. He chose the best, in 
his father’s view.” 

According to Mdrelle, he 
and his fellow coaches never 
played a part in such deri- 
sions. "But still we find our- 
selves accused of directing this 
player to that dub. Or if two of 
our boys join the same dub, it’s 
said that we’ve been paid to 
send them. But this time it’s 
more serious.” 

The trouble, Merelle said, is 
that French football dubs are 
not ridi enough to keep their 
best players. “Even after the 
World Cup," he said, “we don’t 
have big crowds. Television 
fees aren’t as big as they are in 
England. We are not a very 
important country for football 
We are not fanatics. So the 


On Monday 

Richard Williams on the enigma of Nicolas Anelka 


players go abroad, they learn, 
they grow in experience, and 
iFS good for the national team.” 

Two of the Institute’s recent 
graduates exemplify that phe- 
nomenon. Thierry Henry foe 
20-year-old winger who starred 
in last summer’s World Cup 
campaign before moving from 
Monaco to Jirventus last 
month, is one graduate. Arse- 
nal's 19-year-old Nicolas Araelka 
is another. 

Sixty boys from foe Paris 
region, aged between 13 and IB, 
are currently receiving 
instruction at Clairefontaine. A 
fiirther 240 boys pass through 
ax other centres around foe 
country. All of them are weekly 
boarders, staying in a donjntmy 
building in the chateau’s 
grounds. From Monday to Fri- 
day. they go fay coach to local 
schooils and then train from four 
o’clock to six o'clock. On Friday 
nights their parents arrive to 
take th*»m home. On Sundays 
the bays play for the junior sides 
of their dubs before returning 
to foe institute in foe evening. 

“Last year we had applica- 
tions from 450 boys,” M&relle 
said. “Wfe picked 24. Each year 
two or three are eliminated, and 
we end up with a final year of 
18 boys. We try to take foe 
most skilful players. There’s no 
question of size or strength, ffs 
just foe skills. And speed. Ws try 
to take speedy boys. 

“What we notice is that the 
skil ful playere also havetbe 
best understanding of foe 
game. They're more attuned. OF 
course, somebqys wiH grow up 
and their physical potential wffi 
be their main quality. Or some 
wfflbenotsosldlfulbuttheyare 
so speedy that they can have 
some success. But when they 
have both speed and skill that 
is a good thing.” 

The afternoon training con- 
sists almost entirely of games 
and drills aimed at developing 
technique. “There’s very little 
physical education. Everything 
is with the ball We have a 
gy mnas i um , but we use it for 
playing football. When they 
play football for two hours, the 
boys are running and jum ping , 
and just by playing they are 
developing their endurance. 
We test them from time to 
time, and the tests prove we are 
right, because they do as well 
in physical tests as foe rest of 
the national under-15 orunder- 
16 squads. Sometimes bettec” 

Nor is tactical education a 
priority. “In the first two years 
we don’t teach them team 
building because we have no 
team. Only in foe third year 
does the Institute have a team. 
We concentrate on the first 
principles of foe game. But not 
strategy. That comes later" 

The importance of school- 
work. on the other hand, is 
stressed from the start “They 
follow foe normal studies, like 
any French children. Some are 
good, some are not so good. 
What we say is, ‘OK, you were 
selected to come here because 
you are good at foofoaD, but the 
most important thing is studies. 
At the end of the three years 
here we shall see if you’re ca- 




Jdrfrmie Aliadifere, Arsenal’s new recruit, playing for France's under-15 team (above) and lining up two years 
ago for his local dub, FC RamboiriHet (below, second from right in front row) 2bp photograph: TfempSporf 
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pable of joining a professional . 
club or not’ Most of them do. 
But even if you do, we say you 
must know that out of five, six, 
or seven, only one will become 
a professional footballer: So 
you have to work at school too." 

All this costs about £6,000 a 
year for each bey which is 
about what it would cost to send 
him to a minor English public 
school And that, apart from the 
principle of the thing, is what 


has raised hackles in the 
Aiiadidre affair. A national 
investment has directly bene- 
fited a foreign enterprise. 

“I don’t know what can be 
done to prevent it,” MdreDe 
said. “Maybe the parents could 
sign a paper promising to sign 
a contract with a French dub 
when the boy leaves foe insti- 
tute. But maybe that wouldn’t 
be legaL Or they couki promise, 
if he signed with a foreign dub, 


to pay the federation back.” 
In the case of Jeremie 
Al ia diere, it’s too late for that 
So what kind of a player is he? 

“Sort of... Van Basten," 
Mdrefle said, with a note of 
fondness in his voice. “Looks 
like him. Tall slim, speedy, 
scores goals. Good player" 

In the spring, the talent in 
questionwfflpadkhisbags and 
be driven down foe tree-lined 
avenues of Clairefontaine for 


foe last time - untouched, one 
can only hope, by the current 
psychodrama. A few weeks 
later he will arrive in London, . 
where he will settle into 
accommodation with his grand- 
parents, deputed to act csdiap- 
erones during his first two 
years in England. And then 
the rest of us may begin to team 
what France has lost and 
Arsenal has gained. 

A suture, as they say. 


— — , | - I nere we snail see n you’re ca- principle ot tne tding, is wnai nnesigneawimaronsgo auu, avenues or Clairefontaine for a suture, as they saj 

Welcome to new Olympic sport of bluff and fluff 

ranch clearly believes is a The poster campaign sup- back again in confidential revolt over the new proposal tablished a new $25m ttL5m) nnanr n 


GENERAL BARRY K McCaffrey 
director of the White House 
Drug Policy Office, had con- 
cluded his briefing For a man 
who was deployed to ring-fence 
Columbia's illegal drug opera- 
tion, shaking up foe 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee on their home turf was 
pretty straightforward stuff 
Accordingly, the general had 
told the TOirid Conference on 
Doping in Sport that foe 
guardians of foe Olympic 
movement need to get democ- 
ratic, pro-active and financial- 
ly accountable. Soon. This 
message did not appear to go 
down wefl. At the conclusion of 
foe Lausanne conference, foe 
beleaguered 78-year-old whose 
infirm hand stiD guides this 



ranch clearly believes is a 
witch-hunt appears to foe out- 
side observer as no more than 
the pursuit of foe blindingly 
obvious. But seeing is not 
believing whenever foe IOC 


MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


wealthy private dub made 
what might have been an 
accidental reference to his 
American guest as “General 
McCarthy". 

What Juan Antonio Sama- 


On the eve of the conference, 
Samaranch had issued a long 
list of corrections over media 
inaccuracies, pointing out that 
had had asked “several years 
ago" that people stop re fe r ri ng 
to him as “excellency", the 
diplomatic title from his days as 
Spanish ambassador. As the 
opening speaker at the con- 
ference rose to address foe 
gathe red mpimh er ship, y rai pan 
guess foe first word which is- 
sued from his mouth. Change 
takes time to the IOC. 


The poster campaign sup- 
porting this latest initiative 
featured foe word “doping” 
beneath pictures of athletes 
whose features were blocked 
emtty what resembled a blind- 
fold. The connotations were 
unfortunate: a lack of vision, if 
not something more wilfuL 

Birt to return to the depart- 
ing figure of Genera! McCaffrey. 
As his entourage gathered 
around, one figure broke away 
from the group and paused 
beside a reporter before plac- 
ing one word confidentially 
into bis ear. “Background.” 
The reporter prepared himself 
“This is cabinet-approved,” 
rasped his mysterious new 
friend, before moving away. 

A few seconds later he was 


back again in confidential 
mode. “Deep background,” he 
announced, before supofoingin- 
fannation of such profound im- 
part that Itdropped straight out 
of the startled reporter’s mind. 

The multi-layered Ameri- 
can approach, as it happened. 


event dominated fay rancour; 
uncertainty and conflicting 
rumour Anonymous faxes had 
circulated defeating the sup- 
posed indiscretions of foe man 
widely seen as Samaranch’s 
successor; Dick Found- Who 
sent them? Someone thought 
they knew. Someone else 
thought it was more compli- 
cated than it seemed... 

Rflmwranrh wag bring un- 
dermined .fiy a rank-and-file 


revolt over the new proposal 
that th^y could no longer vote 
for bidding tides. No he wasn’t. 
The whole thing had been 
headed off with a deal. No it 
hadn’t, because Samaranch 
said he was unaware of any 
such deal But, no, he wasn’t 
realfy unaware.- 

A new test for human 
growth hormone would be to 
place fay the 2000 Olympics 
after the success of a four- 
yea^IOC-fawied research pro- 
ject No it wouldn't The test 
wo\M be heK up by farther ver- 
ification requiring anothergjm 
(£3Jm). No it wouldn’t said foe 
research leaden Everything 
was stm on course for Sydney. 

The conference was a suc- 
cess, said Samaranch. It es- 


vivv-jccu uimmmm QSU1 

for doping. No it wasn’t a suc- 
cess, said attending govern- 
ments, because they had yet to 

agree with the IOC over how to 

run or fond the agency, and foe 
words “exceptional circum- 
stances" in foe rule on sanc- 
tions providedaget-outdause. 

Much of the conference 
debate was well suited to foe 
Olympic environment, form- 
ing as it efid a linked sequence 
of perferify circular argum ent 
Sebastian Coe, a member of 
one of tiie contributing woritins 
parties, looked like a manto 


took a short break from the 
inaction on Wednesday 


One of my colleagues came 
“P ?^i us t the thing to liven 
up Seta's day - an invitation to 
a sports bar in town where he 
couldwatch his team, Chelsea, 
$ay Oxford United on satellite 
tetewsion. Unfortunate^ the 
»ar turned out not to haw the 
emroct dannel So when the 
Olympic champion and 
walked iaaB he had 
to watch was recorded skiing. 

the bright side. 
Had it not been for a hold-up at 

for ^ Uropean sports 
foot other well 
chelsea fa n, Tony 
Hsnks, would have turned up 
as well. And Koi w,.ij i 
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Five Nations Championship: Scotland’s coach in bullish form as Wales suffer late withdrawal of prop Young 

Telf er puts Scotland in mood to attack 


. IF HISTORY and the form book 
•® do not manage to convince 
T anyone, then the late with- 
drawal of Dai Yrnrng from 
Wales front row must go a 
long way to persuacfing fens 
that the heat will be on fee 
Dragons at Murrayfield today 
where a more confident Scot- 
lrad wffl be looking to record 
their sixth win in seven match- 
es on their own turl 
%ung injured a calf muscle 
in training on Thursday and the 
decision to replace him with the 

Swansea prop Chris Anthony 
was taken at lunchtime yes- 
terday. It leaves hooker Jon 
Humphreys as the sole 
member of the Wales front- 
five with any experience of 
five Nations rugby. 

No wonder Jim Ttetfez; the 


By David Llewellvn 
in Edinburgh 

Scotland coach, was in upbeat 
mood and attacking mode as he 
looted forward to this after- 
Boon's game. Despite having 
coached Ins team tnj ngi- rwo Tii^ 
toiy in eight foD Ttests since he 


“We have been very competitive 
against Wales in the last 10 
years and we have generally 
came out on top. We certainly 


as Whies are concerned.' 

Haring accounted for the 
Dragons he rounded on the 
politicians in the game saying: 
“What is more I would say 
there is more of a buzz up here 
than there has been in the past 
three or four years, simply 


because there has been so 
modi politicking off the field. 
The piddle is sick of people pon- 
tificating About what should be 
done. They want to see players 
doing their stuff on the field.*’ 

Telfer in bullish mood is not 
someone to take into the game's 
china shop of administration 
and diplomacy He dearly also 
wanted to strike a blow for the 
Celtic cause, especially in the 
fight of what has gone oa in Five 
Nations during the last 10 years. 

England and France have 
won the championship four 
times each, compared with a 
solitary championship for 

Scotland and Whies. 

“I don't think there is that 
much difference between the 
teams,” he said. “The Celtic 
nations are for less fearful of the 


other two than they were pre- 
viously. We played reasonably 
wefl at the hack end of last year 
and we have taken something 
from that Normally we are an 
outside bet, but I think we have 
a reasonable chance ofbeating 
Wales.” 

That they do. Their pads 
will certainly give the Welsh 
plenty to think about Young had 
been brought into the side by 
Graham Henry to beef up the 
scrummage, now Anthony with 
just a handfol of games for bis 
club must do the business. 

Henry, the Welsh coach, 
singled out the Leslie brothers 
John (centre) and Martin 
(flanker), sons of former All 
Black captain Andy Leslie, as 
ones to watch in the Scotland 
team. “They are very good 


players with terrific qualities. I 
wish they were Welsh actually. 

“Gregor Townsend is a 
proven pfeyen When I was with 
Auckland Blues I made some 
inquiries about his availability 
for the Super 12s. We rate 
Townsend very highly in that- 
part of the world.” 

Henry, who is making his 
Five Nations debut as a coach, 
is not exactly oozing confidence: 
Tm a little nervous. There's so 
much tradition and history be- 
hind this tournament It means 
so ranch to so many people” 
Not least the 22 players in red 
shirts. If the pack can prov ide 
any sort of platform a gains t 
the very competitive Scots, then 
the Whies backs win certainly 
threaten. While Matthew Robin- 
son on the left wing is an un- 


known at this level, there is no 
denying his blistering pace 
The Wales centres Allan 
Bateman and Scott Gibbs wfli 
give their counterparts John 
Leslie and Townsend a hard 
time. According to Bateman, 
Gibbs is better than even “Scott 

has always been the fiilcrum of 

the hack line since I came back 
to Wales,” he said. 

“He’s a mammoth of a man. 
A great player But there is 
something extra in his game 
this year. I cant quite put my 
finger on it; but he is really fry- 
ing. He is back on the boil’’ 
Whether this condition is in- 
fectious enough to spread to the 
rest of the side is another mat- 
ter The only certainty is that 
this match is not a foregone 
conclusion. 


SCOTLAND v WALES 

tuMurroyficU 


G Metcalfe — . — ~_Qa 5 gcw Cal 

C Murray Edinburgh Renters 

G Townsend Drive 

J Leslie — Glasgow Cal 

K Logan — . Wjsps 

D Hodge Ednburgh Reivers 

G Ar mstr ong — Newcastle, cap! 

T Smith Glasgow Cal 

G Bulloch Glasgow Cal 

P Bumefl.- London Scottish 

S Murray Bedford 

D Weir. , NewCdie 

P Walton Newusde 

E Peters Both 

M Leslie Edinburgh Reivers 

Replacements: 1 6 5 Longsorr 
(Glasgow); 1 7 At* (Ed^burgti): 1 8 
I Fairley (Edinburgh): 1 9 B Pouni- 
ney (Northampton); 20 S Grimes 
(Glasgow); 2 1 D Hilton (Bath): 2 2 
S Bnjtherstone (Edinburgh). 

Referee; E Momson (England). 


15 S Howarth- . _ 

14 D James... 

13 A Bateman 

12 S Gibbs 

II M Robinson.. .. 

10 N Jenkins ... 

9 RHowiey 

D Morris-.. 

J Humphreys 
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I Gough 

C Wyatt 

CCharris 

M WUlams 
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Allan Bateman, the Wales, Lions and Richmond centre, is put through his paces at a training session ahead of Wales’ Five Nations opener against Scotland at Murrayfield this afternoon Allsport 

The ageless art of Allan Bateman 
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IT WAS somehow typical of 
Allan Bateman that he should 
have timed his return to fully 
fledged Red Dragonhood to co- 
incide with all the holding of 
back pages and locking up of 
daughters that accompanied 
Will Carling’s latest attention- 
£ grabbing publicity coup. At the 
precise moment England’s 
shop-soiled silver-spoonerwas 
seeking salvation inside a 
multi-coloured Harlequins start 
- camera, lights and cue the sin- 
cerity - Bateman was sitting in 
a limelight-free comer of a 
Cardiff hotel lounge, cfiscussing 
his own rather more sig nifi c ant 
comeback in the only manner 
he has ever found agreeable. 
Quiefry and without fuss. 

“It’s lovely to be back, but 
there’s not much breathing 
space these days, is there?” he 
said, his gentle Maes teg lilt 
noticeably unaffected by a 
sporting sojourn that has taken 
him from the Welsh Valleys to 
swinging Richmond via the 
rugby league heartlands of 
Warrington and Sydney “It’s 
not that I’m getting old; I may 
look old, but 1 really don't feel 
feiL I'm just saying that with 
•Premiership rugby os intense 
as it is and a Five Nations’ 
Championship in full flow, 
there's no respite. And to think 
Richmond have just drawn 
Leicester in the motley’s Bitter] 
Cup. That's nice, isn’t it, sand- 
wiched between an iuterna- 


In a season dogged by injury, the craftsman centre has made a timely return to fitness for 
a revitalised Wales side determined to leave its mark on the Five Nations. By Chris Hewett 


tional against Ireland and an- 
other in Paris?” 

Bateman will survive, of 
course. True craftsmen always 
do and, according to his peers, 
there are none truer than the 
33-year-old lion who resumes 
his international career against 
Scotland at Murrayfield this 
afternoon. Blessed with an out- 
side break very nearly as 
smooth as Jeremy Guscotfs 
and anticipation almost as 
sharp as Tim Horan’s, he or- 
ganises defences with thepre- 
dsion of a Phil de Glanrille and 
runs Stephane das angles bet- 
ter than Stephane das. If he 
does not leave his opponents in 
need of a restorative session 
with the local panetbeatei; like 
his spherical countryman Scott 
Gibbs, his taeffiog still has a rib- 
tickling crispness about iL 
What is more, he is enjoying the 
sort of timeless longevity that 
made Frank Bunce an AD Black 
legend. 

Agreed, he cannot boast 
much of a kicking game - dur- 
ing 2 punting session on the 
199? Lions tour of South Africa, 

Tim Rodber memorably asked 

him- “Are you sure you’re not 
left-footed, Al?” He mayeven be 
on the slippery slope, in so for 
as he has made his a nnua l 
yni stak e unusually earfy in the 


year “Oh yes, the Leicester 
match,” be laughed, recalling 
Richmond's Premiership One 
defeat by the Tigers 11 days 
ago. “I thought I'd given their 
defence the slip, but as I took 
off towards the line I realised I 
was a mile in touch and every- 
one else had stopped.” That’s 
obviously his problem. No spa- 
tial awareness. 

In all seriousness, though, he 
remains the closest approxi- 
mation to a model profession- 
al currently at work in the 


half or so has been a cakewalk. 
Anything but 

To begin with, Bateman was 
officially declared, by no less an 
authority than Fran Cotton, the 
unluckiest lion of the *97 pride. 
He produced bis fair share of 
masterpieces during that never- 
to-be-forgotten campaign; in- 
deed, his performances against 
the Emerging Springboks in 
Wellington and the mean-eyed 
enforcers of the Free State in 
Bloemfontein were definitive 
statements of the centre’s art 


and the shoulder job that cost 
him two caps last November 
The hardest knock of aB, though, 
affected him emotionally rather 
than physical^ in fact, it dev- 
astated him for the best part of 
a month. Bateman was prepar- 
ingforthefinal match oflast sea- 
son’s Five Nations, a 
tip-smacking Wembley set-to 
with the Grand Slam-chasing 
French, when his daughter 
Naomi, then six, lost more than 
90 per cent of her sight 
“It was a desperate time, 


7 know people are talking about us, even more than they usually do. 
Quite honestly, though, I'd settle for any sort of win in Scotland 9 


northern hemisphere game. 
Well as Mark Taylor the 
Swansea centre, performed in 
Bateman’s injury-induced ab- 
sence as \feles recovered same 
long-lost credibility against 
South Africa and Argentina be- 
fore Christmas, the smart 
money was always an an 

early return to the status quo. 
Graham Henry, the Welsh 
coach, knows plenty about this 
strange old game and erne of the 
things be knows best erf all is 
that Bateman is an absolute 

diamond 

Not that the last year and a 


The selectors, however; were al- 
ways going to stick with their 
original iron fist/velvet glove 
combination of Gibbs and Gus- 
cott Had he not been con- 
fronted by rivals equipped with 
unique and complementary 
gifts, Bateman's would have 
bees the first same os the 
team-sheet As it was, he had to 
wait until Guscott broke an 
ami in the final Tfest before get- 
ting a run at the Bakte midfield. 

Then the hard knocks began 
to kick in. There was the nose 
job that denied him a second 
visit to South Africa last summer 


unimaginably horrible, ” he said 
this week. “Naomi was struck 
by some sort of airborne virus 
and her sight went in the space 
of an how: Just like that Gone. 
For three weeks, we just didn't 
know what was going to happen. 
And then, her vision returned. 
It was the most extraordinary 
thing and I Still find it difficult 
to work it all out, although Fve 
since heard of other people suf- 
fering so mething similar She’S 
fine sow thank God. In feet, she 
had her eyes tested only last 
week and she has better than 
average virion for her age.” 


Bateman took compassion- 
ate leave from duty against 
the Tricolores and thanks to his 
subsequent bumps and bruis- 
es, it is now 10 months since he 
last pulled the Welsh scarlet 
over his wise old head. Fbr the 
average thirty-something, such 
a lengtfry career break would In- 
evitably have evolved into 
something permanent, espe- 
cially assies are' not as short 
of midfield qptions as they are 
of Test-quality prop forwards. 
The words “Bateman” and “av- 
erage” are not often seen in 
dose proximity, however 
“I didn't have the faintest 
idea whether or not I'd be play- 
ing until Monday morning,” he 
said, “and when Graham told 
me I was in, I just nodded and 
said ‘Thanks very much*. It 
was all I needed to know. Mark 
had two excellent outings in the 
pre-Christinas Ttests and I'd 
have understood it if Fd been 
put on the bench for this one. 
He’ll be disappointed, of course, 
but be has a few years on me, 
a career ahead of him as op- 
posed to one that’s largely be- 
hind him. Mrod you, Fve got my 
eyes on the World Cup this au- 
tumn. I feel every bit as good 
about myself as I did five or six 
years ago; Fve been playing 
rugby and, more importantly, 


training to play rugby for 16 
years now and I'm in decent 
shape. I’ve another year left 
with Richmond and I won’t 
tookbeyond that until I have to.” 

And so to Murrayfield, 
where Wales are more strong- 
ly fended than at any time 
since the honey-sweet days of 
Gareth, JPR and the Viet 
Gwent 

Typically, Bateman is ride- 
stepping the hype like Phil 
Ben n ett op spring heels. “Sure, 
Graham has groan us a great 
deal of belief He's very bright, 
very capable and he gives play- 
ers the confidence they need to 
do the required job. But things 
can go badly wrong in this 
game, almost without you notic- 
ing. By the time you wake up to 
the fact, you’re buried. 

“Look at Twickenham last 
year; when we started perfect- 
ly wefl against England, went 
points up and ended up losing 
by 60. you feel so helpless when 
that happens to you; when 
every tackle is just out of reach 
and every opposition drive goes 
that little bit too foe You have 
to stay right on your game for 
the foil 80 if you’re going to get 
anything out of a Five Nations 
international. I know people 
are talking about us, even more 
than they usually do at the 
start of a Championship. Quite 
honestly, though. I'd settle for 
any sort of win in Scotland. That 
would do nicely" 


Replacements 1 6 K Morgan (Pon- 
typridd); I 7 M Taylor (Swansea]: 1 8 
D Llewellyn (Ebbm Vale): 1 9 G Lewis 
(Pontypridd); 2 0 M Voyte (LLmeltij. 
2 1 A Lewis (Cardiff); 22 B Williams 
(Richmond) 

Kick-off: 4 i5 (B5.li • 


Gallagher 
throwing 
old boys 
into fray 


IT MAY hare escaped people's 
notice amid all the hype sur- 
rounding Will Carling’s come- 
back with Harlequins, but the 
reason for the former England 
captain being picked for bench 
duty this afternoon for the 
visit of Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership One leaders Leices- 
ter; is the feet that Quins are 
short-staffed, writes David 
Llewellyn. 

Zinzan Brooke and Thierry 
Lacroix are injured, as is Rob 
Liley; international duty has 
further claimed David Officer 
(Scotland A) and hooker Keith 
Wood (Ireland). The midfield 
crisis in particular is acute, 
forcing manager John Gal- 
lagher to turn to the former 
England captain who last 
played 13 mouths ago, as well 
as falling up another former 
Harlequin, David Fears, to start 
the game at stand-off. 

“With Rob LDey injured we 
needed a specialist outside- 
half,” explained Gallagher. 
Pears, November’s Jewson 
Player of the Month for his per- 
formances for Wharfedale in 
National League One, fives 
conveniently near The Stoop. 

He last played for the Lon- 
don side in November 1995 be- 
fore yet another injury 
sidelined the unluckiest man in 
rugby. Pears has suffered dam- 
age to practically every part of 
his body and were it not for that 
the talented stand-off would 
have won more than his four 
England caps. 

Leicester are not for short of 
full strength and are expected 
to pull four points clear at the 
top, although second-placed 
Saracens could well come away 
with both points at Northamp- 
ton, who have lost four players 
to various Scottish teams. 

Wasps do not have the prob- 
lem of Test calls. Kenny Logan 
plays for Scotland today before 
flying back from Edinburgh to 
{flay on the wing against Bath 
at Loftus Road tomorrow, a 
match which kicks off at 
5L30pm. Rob Henderson, on the 
Ireland bench today is rirrilarfy 
expected to do his bit for the 
club. Bath scrum-half Gareth 
Cooper has recovered from a 
fractured eye socket while 
Mike Tindall comes in for Ire- 
land centre Kevin Maggs. 

The London Irish captain. 
Conor O'Shea, and Justin Bish- 
op, both in the Ireland team to 
face France today, are on the 
bench for the visit of Glouces- 
ter tomorrow. The West Coun- 
try ride have axed full-back 
Chris Catling, replacing him 
with Mark Mapletoft, while 
Simon Mannix comes in at 
stand-off. 
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The insidious allure of Mick Jagger and the pike 
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SCARY. LOVE, obsession, 
tooths prehistoric, predators, 
stealthy These are all worts 
inspired by a tiny wort: pike- 
Uke all things that are not muy 
understood, people are scared 
of pike, although they are loved 
and obsessed overfly the men 
that fish for them. P*e are 
predators. They eat trout and 
cuddly things like ducks, but 
they will eat anything smaller; 
sicker and more feeble V* 311 
themselves. And that gives 
them quite a choice; the cur- 
rent UK pike record is 46m 
l3oz. Then there’s the teeth - 
very many of them to the larg 
flat jaw that seems for tp° bl g 
for the mean, little head. 

But-andltacwthiswouW 

happen - when you meet than 
m tire flesh, pike make you fau 
in love with them. A brt uke 


ANNALISA 

BARBIERI 

ON FISHING 



MickJaggenyouswpirtmes 

of him and think: ‘What’s the 

fuss about?', but see him in the 

flesh and it seems the attrac- 
tion is obvious. 
lv beautiful fish, weird looking, 
but awesome none 
And, contrary to popular bdu$ 
nike don’t attack you. They 

SS if you pwt y® 1 "’ ^ 
ta ^Telel name Esos 

Lucius, are solitary huntere 
Their bodies are torpedo 


shaped and built for short, ag- 


live in dear water in livers, 
lakes and reservoirs and lurk 
around the bottom, in weed 
beds, waiting fin- their prey. 
Their bodies are perfectly 
marked for this subterfuge, 
r y m nn fl a g in g tftp m amidst toe 
vegetation. They are mysteri- 
ous. dignified creatures; Ted 
Hughes even wrote a poem for 
them once. 

So it was that I was beride 


myself with excitement at 
going pike fishing with my 
friend, Mid Rouse, from the 
Angling Times, a former UK 
champion pike record holder 
I3&b in 1988). There was lots 
of equipment that was alien to 
me as a fly-fishe rman. Wire 
trace in the place of nylon 
tippet (which pike would bite 
dean a® and a freezer box foil 
of frozen dead fish in place of 
beautiful flies in Wheatley fly 
boxes. There were mackerel, 
smelt and hideous lampreys 
which are vile, blood sucking 
creatures so their corpses 
were now fiill of frozen blood. 
The shoe designer, Oliver 
Sweeney a keen fisherman, 
had advised me to take frozen 
sardines, which he said the 
pke would go mad for- as they 
melt in the water the smell 


brings pike from all around, he 
said. But I derided not to 
interfere with what Mick want- 
ed to do, although he too 
agreed that sardines were 
excellent bait, but that they 
disintegrated quickly as then- 
flesh was soft 
We went to Tallington 
Lakes in Lincolnshire and 
had the place all to ourselves, 
which was good - all the fish 
were potentially ours. We set 
up two pike rods each, most 
with drop-back indicators that 
let out an electronic beep 
when a fish bit, and lSb nylon 
line. This was the first reve- 
lation for me with coarse fish- 
ing once yon have cast out 
you can sit back and do noth- 
ing, just waiting for the drop 
back to tell you there is a fish 
on the end of the line. No won- 


der coarse fishing is so pop- 
ular! None of this constant 
casting around, watching your 
fly or line for fish activity. 
TWo of the rods, howeveq 
were set up with bite-indica- 
tors that needed a bit of work 
on the fisherman’s part One 
was a right indicator and one 
a drift float 

The latter is a square- 
shaped flag that floats above 
the water by virtue of the 
polyball underneath it It was 
cast out and the flag acted as 
a sail that took the bait for out 
much further than you could 
ever cast If this flag bobs 
under the water you know a 
fish is at the end of the line, so 
you strike. The line used with 
this setup needs to be differ- 
ent nylon line can stretch 
when wet and that would be no 


good when you’re trying to 
reri m acres of fine, so we used 
FIs braid no-stretch line and 
cast it out 60 yards. At the end 
was a smelt a fish that smells 
deliciously of cucumber. 

It was about li^Oam when 
ail was set and Mick said that 
usually the pike bit at 11 o'clock 
and then again at 4pm. So we 
cast and hung around, and if 
there was no activity we recast 
again in a different place after 
half an hour or so. In this cold 
weather, fish are extremely 
lethargic so you have to find 
them and dangle the bait right 
over their nose. After a couple 
of hours, Mick got out a 
syringe. Aye, aye, I thought 
We’re going to jack up. But no, 
Mick got a mackerel bait that 
had been in the water and 
injected it with fish oil to 


“refresh" it Pike feed fly smelL 
right and vibration. 

Then, hang on the 4 o’clock, 
just as Mick and I were chat- 
ting about some nonsense we 
looked round and the drift float 
had gone. He struck, a pike was 
on. He handed the rod to me 
and I played the fish in. which 
involved lots of hauling the rod 
bade, reeling in fast, hauling the 
rod back, etc. A bit like sea fish- 
ing. At this point we had more 
than 200 yards of line out so 
there was lots of hauling to be 
done. But very soon (they are 
lethargic remember) the pike 
was in. He weighed lOIb Iloz 
and I held my breath at h is 
beauty, which is something I’ve 
never done with Mick Jagger. 
TnOrngtan Lakes 
(01778)347000 

(tbarbieht&independentco.uk 




. i'£*£r. t -" 


24/SPORT 


the independent 

SrtunJav 6 frbwan' 


1WW 


K 

A 

B 

3 

V 

8 

2 

H 

0 

\ 

1. 

Si 

8. 

pi 

PI 

Pt 

4. 

1 

6. 

Si 

3. 

Lh 

4. 

Tt 

P! 

k 

E* 

Lc 

11 

11 

PI 

At' 

Bil 

8. 

6. 

La ■ 

PI 

AE 

PU. 

4.j‘ 

Vo! 

9.=; 

3.* 

»l 

ocl 

Rk: 

2. E{ 
Lie. 
9.: : 
12 

or 

BR 

te 

Th 

7.1 
Ptt 
me 
Ba 

RO 

AB 

AE 

8.4 

5.5 

2.2 

OD 

051 

12t 

3.4 

s.i: 

1.4 
1.3. 
Lhrt 
6.5> 

1.4 
Shi 

2.5 
See 
5.4 
4.2. 

SIC 

AB> 

Bu, 

6.1 

Lou 

ST* 

VJR 

lew 

3.3 

8.3 

9.1 1 
Her 
8.4! 
12. 
4.1 
11. 
3.1» 
Thq 

>P r . 

Wer 

5TJ 

AB> 

Sort 

2.1- 

Me. 

spe 

8.2! 

2.1' 

OD 

Strt 

Con 

2.3! 

Ene 

3.4 
See 

1.41 
LiCC 
See 

7.11 

g. 2 < 

ST* 

NE1 

HO 

Sira 

4.0! 

Stel 

4.41 
spe. 

6.4 
1.51 
Ven 

SUI 

UCI 

Qua 

The 

2. H 

7pn 

Sea' 

I. 4? 
12n 
Gn> 
Littl 
The 
6.5f 
Ban 
Egyi 
Sha 
4.1? 
1.1? 
Ven 

I Op 

sui 

UCI 

ton- 

4.4? 

Ene 

12 rr 

5.3C 

Prw 

vate 

Low 

II. ; 
4.31 
6 15 
Thfr 

TUF 

COF 

Turn 

6.3( 

4.1! 

Bad 

S.4? 

UX2 
ODI 
Uxb 
4.3C 
I 2C 

WAI 
ABC 
stov 
4prr 
1 .3l 
Verj 
6.0? 


Erratic 

Britons 

miss 
the cut 


T.rere WESTWOOD and Darren 
Clarke, the two pre-tourna- 
ment fa vo u ri t es, crashed out of 
the Benson and Hedges 
Malaysian Open yesterday. 

Clarke's worst round for 
more than two and a half years 
sent him on his way by 
lunchtime and then, after a 
five-hour wait, he was joined by 
Westwood, whose four- over- 
par total of 148 proved one too 
many. 

While America’s Gerry 
Norquist had his second suc- 
cessive 67 to put him on 10- 
under-par total and secure a 
five-stroke lead, Clarke’s 79 
meant he was near the rear of 
the 150-strong field on 11 oven 
The last time file Ulster- 
man, second to Colin Mont- 
gomerie on last season's Order 
of Merit, scored higher than 
that was when he took 80 in the 
1996 Scottish Open at 
Carnoustie. 

Westwood, having also 
opened with a 76, had an eagle 
at the 526-yard 13th as he com- 
piled a second-round 72, but it 
was not enough. 

Clarke, who has not played 
since November; described his 
performance as “shockingly 
bad”, adding “I came herewith 
such high hopes, but there was 
nothing positive in that at all 
“Evesything was unbeliev- 
ably bad I practised OK, but as 
soon as I teed up in the compe- 
tition I was totally unable to hit 
itCDtheri^itsdeaftheflag.The 
course is set up tough and I just 
kept hitting it in foe rough.” 
Westwood returning after an 
eight-week break, summed up 
his display with the words “very 
rusty” and “very scrappy”. 

The Ryder Cup pair were 
bade on the Saujana course at 
breakfe^ time yestaday to com- 
plete first rounds held over be- 
cause of lightning on Thursday 
Clarke’s first shot was an 
eight-foot birdie attempt on the 
14th. buthe knocked it five feet 
past^nd missed the return. It 
set file tone for the day. 

Setting off on his second 


By Mark Garrod 
in Kuala Lumpur 


round after a short break, he 
had a double-bogey at the sec- 
ond after a wild drive into a 
ditch and came home in a 
dreadful 42 with four bogeys 
and another double to finish. 

Whstwood had four holes of 
his first round to play on the 
resumption and finish ed them 
ty taking three putts on the 28th 
for a bogey six. 

When he did the same on the 
short 12th - his third of the 
second round - he knew he 
needed to improve if he was to 
survive. 

On the very next hole the 
world No 6, winner of file event 
in 1997 and loser in a play-off 
last yeas art a superb five-wood 
over some trees on to the green 
at the 13th and holed from 20 
feet for his eagle. 

Twelve successive pars then 
followed before a bogey on the 

41 $ j»rri mghth anria HnsTTig pBr 

left him dependent on others. 

“It's about what I expected 
after eight weeks of£” he said. 
“From walking 30 mfles a week 
Tve not been walking at an and 
you’re bound to lose some 
strength.” 

Norquist, winner of the title 
in 1993 and second on the Asian 
money list three years ago, is 
five dear of a group of four: the 
Rochdale-born defending 
champio n, Ed Fryatt, who has 
lived most of his life in Las 
Vegas, the Spaniard Tomas 
Munoz, the South Korean Choi 
Kyoung-ju and another Amer- 
ican, Dean Wilson. 

■Greg Norman missed the cut 
for the first time in 22 years on 
Australian home soil yesterday, 
in the tournament bearing his 
name. The forma’ world No 1 
crashed out of die Greg Nor- 
man International at The 
Lakes, Sydney an event he 
won last yean after adding a 
second round 76 to the 77 he 
shot on Thursday. 


Korda suspended by 
Czech association 


THE CZECH Tennis Association 
yesterday initiated disciplinary 
proceedings against their 
countryman Petr Korda, who 
Med a drug test at Wimbledon, 
and suspended him from play- 
ing in his home country for a 
year 

The CTA earlier had de- 
manded suspension of Korda, 
to no avail. A Czech news 
agency said the start of the dis- 
ciplinary pnxxedings means he 
cannot pfoy on Czech territory 
until the case is finished. 

Korda will be little affected 
by the ban, however; since he 
gave up Davis Cup tennis for 
the Czech Republic last year 
and seldom appears at home 

In December; an indepen- 
dent appeals committee 
appointed by the International 
Tennis Federation announced 


TENNIS 


that Korda was guilty of a 
doping offence. He tested pos- 
itive for nandrolone after his 
quarterfinal Wimbledon defeat 
by Tim Henman last year 

According to ITF rules, 
Korda should have been sus- 
pended for a year; but the panel 
cited “exceptional circum- 
stances” saying the ban did not 
apply as Korda did not know 
how the drug got into his sys- 
tem. Meanwhile, Korda 
remains free to play. 

“This is a paradoxical situ- 
ation,” the CTA chairman, 
KardPapousek, said yesterday. 
“The ITF has its own policy Our 
decision is based on the fact 
that we are signatories to the 
international agreements 
against doping.” 


BASKETBALL 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: 6m- 
ro league Second preHminary pound: 
Group & Pdu-OrtfMU (Gr) 76 Ghana Za- 
greb 79 (Cnu) (ot]. Group ft Efes Pllsen 
I Tor | S3 Varese pc) 72: Macosbi Ttt Awtv 
|lsr| 1 04 Vitoria (Sp) 64. Group G: CSKA 
Moscow (Rus) 69 Tumsystam Boi 
67; DtympUho5 Piraeus (Gr) 85 
;Rus> 63. Group K: VJleurbanne (Frt 69 
Zadar (Ooa) 61 : Real Madrid (Sp) 72 Ulk- 
ttfspor (Tut) B5;Qttmpl|a tiuWjaw (Sewn) 
66 Alba Berlin (Ger) 59: Kinder Bologna 
|Tc| JB PAOK Salonika (Gr) 56. 


BOXING 


Anrhc 


hony Hanna, from Birmingham, 
will fight for the British and Com- 
monwealth flyweight title in his 48di 
professional fight. The 24-year-old 
will challenge Belfast's Damaen 
Kelly in Manchester In March. 

CRICKET 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Second <£*y of 
four): (Adelaid e ) (tfafrd day): Victoria 
214 (MTG Elliott 54. BJ Hodge 54: JN 
Gillespie 4-42) and - - - 
South Australia 
145 (Young 70: 

4-48). Victoria mm by 44 rasa. 
(Hobart): Western Australia 358 for 9 
declared (SM fetich 154no, R Campbell 
79, C Miller 4-104): Tasmania 252 for 6 
ID Marsh 82no. D Boon 54). (Brisbane): 
New South Mbles 106 p Dawes 4-30) and 
1 1 7 (A aiefxH 5-35), Queensland 227 (I 
Healy 62). Queensland won by an 
I Brings and four rams. 

CYCLING 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Etude 
do Pe ss e g e s Sec ond stage (ISOkm, 
Mimes to Site, W|: 1 1 Plandcaert (Bel) 


Loro 3hr 1 2m*n 22sec2J Wrslpiw (Esc] 
Casino; 3 i Smrada (Cz Rep) Lamprv. 4 
L Mictwelsen (Den) Franca se des letnc 5 
S Rusfcis (Uthl Salnt-Quei cl it; 6 J Slows 
(Lat) Jack and Jones all same time; 7 T 
Desmet (Bel) Codstrap +2 sec: 8 R Hunter 
ISA) Lampre; 9 M zmectl (It) PolH: TO A 
Plzlks (Lat) Jack and Jones Vt. Overall 
1 O Lertvre (Frl Casino 
“ .tllVol' ■“ ' ‘ ’ 
:: 3 A Ten 
sen (Den). 

+ 11: S D Millar (GS| ColWJs +13; 6 G 
Salmeran (Sp) Violldo s/C 7 B Salmon 
(Frl Casino sic 8 D Raulr (Fr) Big Mat 
Auber +39; 9 J Plane haerr (Bel) Lotro 
+51 : lO G D-Holtander (Bel) Vlandeeren 
2002 + 56. 

FOOTBALL 

Vass Borbokis. Sheffield United's 
Greek international defender, has 
walked out of the dub after being 
refused permission to return to his 
homeland while ait Injured. Bor- 
bokis. who joined the English First 
Division side from AEK Athens 18 
months ago. has returned to Greece 
against the club’s wishes, Steve 
Bruce. Che United manager, said yes- 
terday. 

Dennis Berekamp. the Arsenal for- 
ward. and Edgar Davids of JwenOis 
will return to an attacking] Dutch side 
for the friendly against Portugal in 
raris on Wednesday. The pair missed 
the match against Germany In No- 
vember because of Injury. Ronald de 
Boer, abo sidelined for the Germany 
game, was Included in the 18-man 
squad announced yesterday Defen- 
sively; the options are restricted as 
Michael Relziger's injury leaves no 
dear candidate for the right back star. 



A skier tackles the men’s slalom at the Asian Winter Games at Yongpyong, South Korea, which attracted 1*300 competitors and officials from 16 countries Reuters 

Maier prepared to face ‘Birds of Prey’ 


0 


THE PISTE is called "The Birds 
of Frey” but Hermann Maier 
has no intention of doing any fly- 
ing in the World Championship 
downhill at Beaver Creek, Col- 
orado. A year ago, the Austri- 
an m^nwruWyliiiitlpd through 
the air to disaster at the 
Nagano Winter Olympics but 
came back to win two golds. 

He would happily settle for 
less excitement in today’s 
World C.hflTnpinTvship downhill 


SKIING 


providing Ms endeavours result 
in a gold medal. 

Maier was cautious coming 
into the championships, saying 
more experienced downhill 
skiers, such as Norway’s Lasse 
Ejus, would have an advan- 
tage on the demanding piste. 
However; after sharing the gold 
medal with Ejus in Tuesday’s 
championship -openin g super- 


G, Maier feels he is relaxed 
enough to defiver a top perfor- 
mance m the blue riband raca 

“Therewasalotafpressure 
on jneas everyone expected me 
to win the super-G,”he said. “A 
heavy weight was fitted off my 
shoulders, now I can eqjoy 
myself here.” 

Tfet the Austrian warned that 
the difficulty of the course 
should not be underestimated 
and that Ejus, the World Cup 


downhil l leader, was the 
favourite. “I like the slope and 
can do well here, bat Ejus will 
be a tough rival,” said Maier, 
who has won only a angle 
Wbrid Cop downhill this season 
while Ejus has (Bached fbun 
f§us, who has had a recur- 
ring sinus i nfafipn during the 

northern wiirteq said he will not 

be going fiat out "Downhill 
racing is dangerous and I, 
therefore, never take every 


risk: This is where the Austri- 
ans may have an advantage 
over me,” said Ejus, the down- 
hill silver medallist at both the 

1997 World Championships and 

1998 Olympics “But Maier and 
I are notthe only ones who can 
win here. There are a lot of 
other Austrians and [Norwe- 
gian team-mate Kjetil Andre] 
Aamraft Thefategest phalWmgfr 
for Aamodt and myself is to beat 
the Austrians.” 


The Italian Kristian Ghedina, 
winner of the second World Cup 
downhill at Val Gardena in 
Decenfoerand silver and bronze 
downhill medallist at the last two 
world championships, was sur- 
prised with his strong perfor- 
mance in training runs here. 
“Last year I was negative about 
this course because it's too tech- 
nical and then I won the race. 
This is not the type of downhill 
that I enjoy racing,” he said. 



West back at Wigan 
to head youth policy 


GRAEME WEST is returning to 
the club that sacked him two 
years ago to become Wigan’s 
chief scout West, who spent 13 
years at Central Park as a 
player and a coach, also lost his 
job coaching Widnes last year 
and is now returning to Wigan 
as part of a backroom 
reorganisation. 

While the former New 
Zealand Test forward takes 
responsibility for identifying 
young thlent, two other former 
Wigan players, Ged Byrne and 
Ged Stazickej; will coach the 
Academy side. Last year's 
Academy coach, Billy McGinfy; 
has moved up to the Under-21 
reserve side, while the Great 
Britain coach, Andy Goodway, 
will concentrate on assisting 
John Monie with the first team. 

“We’re delighted to get 
Graeme back on board and 
he’s happy to be involved,” said 
the Wigan chairman. Peter 
Norbuiy. “He has the respect of 
everyone at the dub.” 

West coached Wigan to a 
Grand Slam of the major 
domestic honours in 1995, but 
was fired by a previous board 
in February 1997 when he 
refused to be moved upstairs 
into an administrative role. 

Meanwhile, Wigan are 
hoping to get their new Aus- 
tralian, Mark Rebec on to a 


NETHERLANDS SQUAD (lOCeraMlOR- 
M friendly * Portugal, Puls, Utedoas- 
Um): Goalkeepers: DSoeos 
Alkmaar). Van der Sar (Aja 

era: F dc Boor (Barcelona), ! 

(Vitesse AmhemJ, Scan (Manchester 
United). Van M wdenn (FryenoonJ) 
IMdlMdenB R de Boer (Bvcriana). Gdcr 
(B arcelona). Davfcfs (JuvaiusJ. «u Gas- 
Wl flreyenoonl}. Se edo rf (Real Madrid). 
Forwards: Berghamp (Arsenal), Ktafv- 
ert (Barcetorw), Boasutta (AZ AHc- 
maarj. J8o(s (Utrecfc). Uu tttsatfroav 
(PSV &K*KMen). Overmans (Arsenal). IOh 
ubssaa (Feyenoord). 

THURSDAY'S LATE HESIHTS: Jtooa to- 
smauoe CtanblnariOB fine DMsfoo: 
Swindon 0 NorwfcJi 2. Wtasr~« — ’ 

LeapK Premier DMriom 

CroctoWn « Ramsgate. Reman 

Vanda net Tropfcj Third 
Banstead AtWeDc 1 Epsom 6 Ewell 4 
(oet). batenotSotial frleodUes (Mara- 

cateo): Venezuela 0 Argentina 2 (Samud 
46. Gallardo 68); (Gutniila Qof): 
Guatemala o Ecuador 0. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave hadfteld 

flight to Britain this weekend, 
despite insisting that the sight 
of Tony Smith on crutches is a 
precautionary measure: Smith, 
Wigan’s only senior scrum-half, 
twisted an antie in the friendly 
at Halifax on TOsdnesday and 
the versatile Reber would 
provide ideal cover 

Their opponents in the Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup tie of the 
round next weekend, Leeds, are 

in tti+ Pj)roiiy Tglanrig for fg nn 

weather training until Monday. 
They will have their new 
ggning Lee Jackson fit for the 
tie, but are unlikely to risk 
Richie Blackmore. 

Widnes, may resist the 
temptation to give Jason 
Critchley his second debut on 
the opening day o£ mqtphw; in 
the Northern Jhrd Premiershfo 
tomorrow. 

Critchley has returned to 
one of his former dubs after a 
winter playing rugby union 
with Newport, but onfy signed 
on Thursday night and will 
have tittle chance to get to 
know his new team-mates be- 
fore tomorrow’s match against 
Dewsbury. He is also Cup-tied 
for next weekend’s match 
against Keighley, so the new 


Widnes coach, Colin Whitfield, 
may hold him bade 

Fbatherstone wiH be without 
thdr returning favourite, Bren- 
dan Tuuta, Ear their opening 
match a gains t Rnrhdalp. Thnfa 
is to rgoin his first Eogfisb dub 
after being released by War- 
rington, but cannot leave New 
Zealand because he is sufEding 
from chicken pox. Hitro Oke- 
sene will make bis competitive 
debut for fteatherstone, one of 
the sides fancied to bid for the 
Premiership title and the 
prospect of promotion to Super 
League that goes with it 
Graeme Bradley, the former 
Bradford Bulls captain, has 
turned down offers to play in 
both divisions in order to join 
the coaching staff at Oldham. 
Bradley is to coach the Under- 
21s and assist with the first 
team. “If I was going to play it 
would have been for Bradford,” 
he said. “But, contrary to what 
some people might say about 
me, I want to put something 
back into the game.” 

Bradley will resume his 
rugby league career after 
reti ri ng as a player last year 
with a warning hanging over 
him about his future conduct 
He was severely censured for 

his orwttmgntas ahrmf- the rpfappe 
Sfaiarf Cl ommingR fallfiBnn g ftw 
play-off match at St Helens. 


Derby coach’s second ban 


BOB DONEWALD, tile Derby 
Storm coachi completed a 
tumultuous week in the dub’s 
history yesterday by collecting 
another two-game ban, his sec- 
ond of the season, and his third 
£300 fine of the Budweiser 
League Campaign. 

Unless Donewaid is suc- 
cessful with the appeal he has 
lodged against an earlier ban 
imposed last week, file 29-ycar- 
dld American will miss a mini- 
mum of four games over the 
coming weeks including the 
second leg of Derby’s League 
Unphy semi-finaL 

The week began with the 
Basketball League and Eng- 
lish Basketball Association 


BASKETBALL 


by Richard Taylor 

announcing ajoint commission 
of inquiry into Derby’s game at 
Cbedser Jets last Sunds$ which 
was abandoned after 28 seconds 
because of fighting among the 
pfayers. 

Deity have suspended their 
England international Ybrick 
w illiams pending the result of 
the inquiry. Chester police yes- 
terday confirmed they were 
still taking statements from 
witnesses to an alleged assault 
which resulted in Jet’s physio, 
Alison Thiughton, suffering a 
dislocated jaw. 


Donewaid appealed against 
the first ban, which cleared 
him to coach in Wednesday’s 
defeat at Thames Vhfley Tigers 
and tonight's home game 
against Worthing Bears. How- 
ever; the disciplinary officer of 
the Association couldincrease 
the punishment if he feels the 
appeal is unwarranted. 

The ban announced yester- 
day came after the association 
considered video evidence of 
Donewakfs behaviour against 
Birmingham Bullets two weeks 
ago. 

If he does not appeal he is 
banned from league games at 
Newcastle and at home to 
Edinburgh. 


Beeston’s battle for play-offs ^ s i } j n j 


SPORTING DIGEST 


(AZ 


round: 


GOLF 

Greg Kraft and Brett Quigley, both 
winless on the PGA dreut, each fired 
six-under par 66s to share the first- 
round lead at the Pebble Beach Na- 
tional Pro-Am in California, While 
some of the world's cop players 
struggled at the Spyglass (fill Golf 
Club. Kraft fired a 66 at Pebble 
Beach Golf Links and Quigley did the 
same at the Poppy Hills Golf Club. 
Peter Jacobsen, the 1995 winner, 
was one stroke back in the event 
in which every golfer plays one 
round at each course before the cur 
Is made late tomorrow; Mark 
O’Meara, the five-time champion 
and Player of the Year, birdied the 


par-five 18th on Spyglass to end up 
with a 71. 

PEBBLE BEACH NATIONAL PfHKAM 
PGA (CaBfon*| Undars after the Hr* 
round (US akM stated): 66 G Kraft 
8 Quigley: 67 P Jsmbsen. 68 J Haas. H 
Frazar. F UekJleer. 69 B Claar. P Azinger. 
D Martin. C Barlow, C Pavin. B Otamblee. 
J ozaki (Japan). D Hart. P Stewart. J 
WlUiamson. V Sngh (HJI), 70 B Bryant. J 
McGovern. M Sposa. P Goydos. D Stock- 
ton Jr. J Cancer. J Leonard. B Borowicz. M 
Soil 5 ElMngton (Aurt. P ZoeUer, J Kelly 
B Baird. A Bratton. C S tad ter. Sd eat d 
otters: 72 S AppJetoy (Aus). R Allenby 

(Aus), RSabtucM (SALT Dodds (SA). 73 
G Chalmers (Aus). K Myamoco (Japan], F 
Nobito (NZJ. 74 G Waite (NZ). 78 5 We 

(GB|. 

MALAYSIAN OPfM (KMla LAI 
Second-ratod scores (GB or H i 
stated): 134G Naroubc (US) 67 67. 11 
T Munoz rap] 66 71; E Fryatt 70 69; 0 
Wilson (US) 7i 68: Choi KmuntUu (Kor) 

68 71. 1*0 S Michael (US) 69 71. 141 
M Sand (irt 70 7 1 : Vtong Urr<har»g [Uwl 

69 72: A Hansen (Den) TO 7 1 : C Chemoefc 
(US) 70 71: Zhang Uan-wrd (Ch) 66 75: 
G Evans 75 67; CHatnDne pfi) 70 71: C 
Pena (Uffl66 75: B May (US) 72 69: F 
Mnoa (Phil) 67 74: A Coitart 70 71; 
Qang’be-perw (Talw) 77 64. 142 P FuB* 
(Swe) 73 69: 2 Hanefl (Sw| 75 67, 143 
PHarrlngEon 70 73; J Randhawa find) 7) 
72; G Morales (Ven) 71 72: G Owen 71 
72: A Cejka (Ger) 70 73. 144 J Coceres 

1 75 69; A Bonhomme (Aus) 70 74; 
: 71 73; C W (Kar) T3 71; 


78 67:J Sandelin (Swe) 74 71; R Derfc- 
sen (Ne in) 74 71; P McGbilw 74 71: Kyi 
HU Han (M^annwr^72 73; Choi r 


soo (Kor) 73 72. GB (Missed cncl; 1J 
L Mfestwood 76 72. 155 D Oarte76 79. 
GREG NORMAN HOLDEN IMfTBBM- 
TIONAL (SfdB«y) leading s«oad- 
roml scores (Abs now ‘ 

A Painter 66 68. 1SS 8 I 


■ssstatad): 134 

! Langer (Ger) 71 
E) 67 7i 14fl P 
\WcooOajwn) 71 


a 


erwn 73 72: D Howell 70 75: R H unable 
(US) 75 70; N (THem (Auaj 74 71: K 76- 
morf Papan) 72 73; D Chopra (Swe) 71 
74; TLev« (Frl 72 73: A McLardy (SA) 


65. 139 Ml Campbell (VZ) i 
O’Malley 70 70. 141 K Yokoo (Japan) 

70: P Gow 69 72: P Senior 67 74. 142 
A Perce* TO 72; J Mesdey 66 74; J Senden 
72 70:5 Cooper 70 72: K Felton 72 70: 
M Ecob 70 72: B King 68 74. 1 43 A Bad- 
detey 72 71: 1 Leggett (Can) 72 71; D 
Brans d o n 73 70; DEcob 70 73: D Smafl 
69 74; R Russell (Sco) 70 73: R 
: 72 71. SikCt ed Others; 130 
A Wafl (M 75 75. 152 M Sheppard (Eng) 
74 76. 153 G Norman 77 76. 

TOUTS DIMENSION DATA PRO-AJH 
(Son Qti SA) Leztfine second round 
scores: fSAoctfesB seated): 131 SDitfv- 

S [US) 66 65. 134 8 Ux&ttn (US) 70 
1SS W Abery 65 ToTFtanonta (10 
63 72. 137 D Botes 7067 736 J Kingston 
72 66: D Garmon 66 72; O Crawford(GB) 
67 7 1 ; H OBS 68 70. 1 39 M Archer (GB) 
71 68: B Pappas 70 69. 140 S van W- 
uren 67 73: N Price (Dm) 67 73; J Lsugh- 
nane 73 67: M McNuiM (2am) 74 66; M 
Gortaia 72 68; DFrast 74 66. 141 LPer- 
rlns 71 70; A Roestoff 70 71: 0 Lincoln 
69 72. T Moore 72 69: F CXann (nr (US) 
68 71 S Dardeis 71 70; WCoeta»e7l 70. 

HOCKEY 

Old Lough tor Ians were in Impres- 
sive form last night In Che Indoor Fi- 
nals at Crystal Palace as they beat 
the Barford Tigers 1 0 - 6. It was very 
even before the 32nd minute arrival 
of 37-year-old Chris Giadman. With- 
in seconds he had sewed, then went 
on to complete a hat-trick in 7 min- 


BEESTON ARE at fall strength 
after the return of their England 
Under 18 players returning to 
the sqoadlbr their home match 
against Guildford tomorrow. 
Both teams are battling to keep 
in touch with the top four teams 
in the National League and 

mjrfnfam thr»frr> hflnrv» offl plflrv* 

in the end of season jalay-offe. 

Southgate and Reaffing have 
both been in indoor mode at 
Crystal Maee, but it is more im- 
portant for the latter to regain 
their outdoor touch when the 
pair meet in North London. De- 
feat for Reading, -who have 
played a game more than their 


utes arid sec up two more goals for 
Ian Jennings as che Old Beys took 
control. Southgate scrambled an 8-7 
win against East Grfnstead who woe 
depleted with injuries to Richard 
Leman and Jamie Brown. Ibdd 
Williams scored the winner and his 
third In overtime. 

INDOOR CLUB FINALS (Crystal 
Palace) Fbol Ai Old LxigRton&rs 1 0 Bar- 
ford Tigers 6. Pool B; East Grtnscead 7 
Southgate 8. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: New Ybrfc blanders 5 Boston 4: New 
Ytorli Rangers 8 Vancouver 4: FNUdetohia 
5 Montreal 2; New Jersey 2 St louts 0: 
Calgary 2 Naslwflle 2 (or): Phoenix 3 San 
Jose I; Us Angeles 3 Chicago 2. 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULT Sttonda 

Superte ag nti Ayr 1 BrackneB 3. 

MOTOR RACING 

British American Radng. the Formula 
One newcomers, have been or- 
dered by HA, the sport's ruling body, 
to answer claims they may have 
brought the sport Into disrepute. 
BAR win appear before the World 
Motor Sport Council or the HA hi 
Geneva on 12 March. BAR, owned 
by British American Tobacco, this 
week tost a dispute with the HA over 
their plan to run their two cars in 
different liveries In 1 999. The team 
argues that the rule restricts BAR's 
commercial freedom. The FIA be- 
lieves this break in tradition would 
be confusing for spectators. 

OLYMPICS 

The International Olympic Committee 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwill 

rivals, wDlonce again cast doubt 
on their ability to reach the play- 
offs. 

In the First Division, Ha- 
raid’s match against Surbiton is 
eruciaL With both teams striv- 
ing to regain Premier League 
status, it will be a contest be- 
tween home grown youth, on 
whom Havant are budding then- 
future, and experienced in- 
ternationals, many South 
Afiican,fo whom the Surrey ade 
have placed their faith. 


vice-president, Kim Un-yong, has dfc- 
missed allegations that his son was 
given a job in connection with the 
Salt Lake Gty Winter Games. Reports 
suggested mat David Simmons, the 
former chief executive of a Utah- 
based company called Keystone 
Communications, confirmed that 
Kim's son was taker on by the firm 
at the start of the 1 990s at the re- 
quest QT the Wd committee. “This has 

nothing to do with Salt Lake Otv. N 

said Kim. one of three IOC members 

under investisaUori In the Olympic 


The women's National 
League resumes today after the 
mid-season break wito another 
clash between North and 
South, Slough visiting High- 
town. Both dubs have impor- 
tant postponed Fourth Round 
Cup games tomorrow, with- 
Slough travelling to non-Na- 
tional League Blackburn 
Northern, who will have Val 
Robinson in their midfield, 
Hightown travel to Second Di- 
vision Sherwood. 

Jane Sbtsmith's Sutton Cold- 
field, who are bottom, have a 
tough trip today to the League 
leaders, Ipswich. 


&1SS “ (Betel W ret: M se- 

ws (US) bt A Koumlkovj (Rus) 7-5 6-3, 

(Swic) s Grjf (Ged 

TOU * LAMENT 

K (Ne») 

?ft) eS 6^^ lQer)WB «**«**' 

WmjRgS T OURNAMENT 

A ftipp (Ger) bt A Bnmokj (Swir) 6-2 6. 1 . 
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SAILING 



- cm — — u ic u hiu udy 

°r Australia Cup match racing yes- 
terday. Gilmour. an Australian, and 
Ills Japanese Plzsa-La Team en- 
pyedasceady satisfying day on the 
Swan River, recording six wms in sev- 
en races. Gilmour's crew are suar- 

Mteed a place n the semLfinNsf with 

12wins and four defeats. Sebastien 
Dwwnau and his Austrafian com- 
pattiot NevBte Wittey fifth and 
SDcth respectively, have an outside 
chance of making the cut. 

TENNIS 

***S£ 1 LLES OPEH: DM, st-j- 

sBKjaMmps* 

BttfRMItaBf 
6*1; A Cement ( 

SWSSSSEWS-S 


HTBYSSSSs 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

11 

The number of red 
cards that French 
First Division bad 
boys Bastia have 
received this 
season. They 
average one 
se?iding-off every 
two games. 
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Gough injured in England flop 



S of Prey* 


By Stephen Brenkley 

i aSydney 

England 210-7 
Australia 211-6 
Australia win by 4 wicke ts 

BETWEEN THE 23rd and 29th 
overs is the second mningg a t 
Sydney yesterday there was a 
quite riveting passage of play. 
It was one of those periods 
when it was impossible to take 
your eyes off the action, which 
was constantly exciting and 
fluctuating. This ended only 
when a steward in front of the 
pavilion intercepted the beach 
ball, which had made its way in 
the air around two-thirds of the 
ground, thereby striking a hol- 
low blow for authority. 

The one-day cricket 
out in the playing arena was, far 
most of its duration, consider- 
ably less enthralling. This is al- 
ways a dangerous judgement- to 
l awch when England's oppo- 
Snts are Australia, but it was 
bound to be difficult to be en- 
raptured by a match on which 
nothing effectively depended - 
except, of course, the small 
matter of beating Australia. 
Over 35,000 people in the crowd 
cannot be wrong and they 


CARLTON & 
UNITED SERIES 


STANDINGS 

P W L Pcs 
6 3 12 
5 5 10 

3 6 6 
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Australia — 
England 

9 

10 

Sri Lanka _ 



REMAINING FIXTURES 

Tomorrow: Australia v Sri Lanka 
(Melbourne): 1 0 Feb: Final Australia 
v England (Sydney); 1 2 Feb: Second 
final Australia v England (Melbourne): 
14 Feb: Third final (If needed): Aus- 
tralia v England (Melbourne). 


found the progress of the out- 
sized beach ball much more al- 
luring. 

loth sides are already 
ftugh to the finals of the 
Carlton & United series, the 
first game of which is in Syd- 
ney next Wednesday. The final 
qualifying game between then 
in this triangular tournament 
was not exactly meaningless, 
but nor was it imbued with rel- 
evance. At least, England 
would be well-advised to reflect 
on it in such a manner, having 
lost by four wickets with 18 
balls lefL 

It was their fourth defeat in 
the past five games. Having 
won four of the opening five in 
the competition, this repre- 
sents symmetry. What it does 
not represent is good form. 
They were on a roH now they 
are on the slide. There is time 
to regroup but they were not the 
team which was bristling with 
confidence, belief and purpose 
three weeks ago. This may be 
because they were indeed not 
<^:t team. 

In the attempt to rest some 
players and examine the c l a ims 
to fixture recognition of others, 
they again selected a side 
which is unlikefy to contest the 



England’s Adam Hoffioabe flidss a delivery from Shane Vferne beyond the watching wicketkeeper Adam Gilchrist during Australia’s four-wicket win yesterday 


final Unfortunately they did Dot 
rest Darren Gough, who was 
forced to leave the proceeding; 
with what was described as a 
stretched hamstring after bowl- 
ing five overs. It is not thought 
to be serious, but if the leader 
of the attack is forced to miss 
the opening game of the final it 
will be a severe Wow. 

Of course, ITwas the law of 
sod that he should be hurt 
now after advancing through 
Australia all winter with a 
smile on his face and a spring 
in his step. He could have had 
a match off - the selectors 
might have insisted on it, but 
Gough has been injured too 
often before and he wanted to 
play. The prognosis on the in- 
jury was uncertain. The phys- 
iotherapist, Dean Conway is 
leaving it for 48 hours before 
declaring a verdict But he 
sounded upbeat Having dealt 
with Neil Fhirbrotheris delicate 
hamstrings for a month he 
should know abit about how to 


repair them. 

The two players to whom 
England were particularly 
eager to give a match were 
Mark Aileyne and Vince Wells. 
They were surprising choices 
for this squad but might have 
proved to be inspired ones. If it 
has not quite worked out like 
that foe pair have performed 
as dxactty what they are: solid, 
experienced professionals who 
let no team down. 

Wfls might have had his first 
international fifty for England 
yesterday but was run out 
backing up too far; Aileyne 
might again have been on a 
cross-Channel ferry struck by 
stormy seas for all the assur- 
ance of his footwork early on, 
but he battled through and 
took England to respectability. 
Both bowled adequately but it 
was all but a losing cause by 
then. Neither is Ekety to play 
a gain m this competition, bar- 
ring injury to others, and they 
are probably contesting one 


place in the squad of 15 for foe 
World Cup. It is a tough selec- 
torial caff 

The pitch was once more un- 
satisfactory for this sort of 
cricket It was slow, low, helped 
spin a little and did not en- 
courage placement Those who 
could strike the ball hard might 
gathers few runs but this was 
not a style of play likely to suc- 
ceed for long. 

England started badly by 
losing two wickets before the 
eighth over was out Nick 
Knight had managed to play 
himself out of form whfle mak- 
ing a half-century a couple of 
nights earlier and was not yet 
recovered. Graeme Hick was 
probably entitled to another 
failure, though it will not be long 
before the carpers carp once 
more. Both were victims of the 
admirable Adam Dale, who 
once again gave nothing away 
cheaply and found just enough 
late movement 

The innings never took off 


though the seventh-wicket 
partnership of 58 in 60 halls 
between Aileyne and Mark 
Ealham revived matters. It 
did not appear that England’s 
score of 211 would be enough 
if Austr alia could show pa- 
tience. Most of their players 
went for enough big shots to 
stay ahead of the required 
rate and, like England, they got 
themselves out when they 
should not have done. Ricky 
Ponting, returning to Sydney 
for the first time since his 
scuffle in a pub which led to a 
ban and a fine, was dismissed 
when he looked about to see it 
through. Presumably, he was 
not heading for a ban 

There was a brief moment 
when Australia went from 180 
for 4 to 181 for 6 that England 
might have seen an opportuni- 
ty. But Australia’s tafl is long 
and Damien Martyn comfort- 
ably got them home. The crowd 
departed quickly in search of 
beach halls. 


SYDNEY SCOREBOARD 


England won toss 

ENGLAND 

N V Knight b Dale 3 

{16 mms. 10 boas) 

*tA J Stewart c Lee b Julian ..............25 

(69 min. 48 balls. 3 fours) 

G A Hick c Gilchrist b tele 4 

( 13 min. I O balls. 1 lour J 

N Hussain c Lehmann b Waugh 31 

(82 min. 59 balls. 2 fours I 

VJ IMMIs run out — 39 

(90 min. 63 balls. 2 fours) 

AJ Hollioake c Gilchrist b Bewan 19 

(23 min. 26 bolls. I four) 

M W Aileyne not out 38 

(66 min. 48 bolts. I four) 

M A Ealham c Bevan b Mhme 33 

(35 min, 37 boUs. 2 fours. I six) 

R D B Croft c Gilchrist b Kasprowicz ..0 
(2 min. I baft) 

D Gough not out ........ 1 

(4 min, 2 balls) 

Extras (b2. Ib6. w5. nW| 1 7 

Tbcal (for 8, 50 own) 210 

ML- Ml (Knight), 2-26 {Hick). 3-57 
(Stewart). 4-90 (Hussain). 5-124 
(Hofllceke). 6-1 43 (Wats). 7-201 (Ealham). 
6-205 (Croft). 

Did not bat: A D Mullally: 

Bowling: Kasprowicz 84-35-1 (w2) 
(5-0-19-0. 3-0-20-1): Dale 10-1-28-2 
(wl) (7-1-15-2. 3-0-13-0): Julian 
10-0-39-1 (nt>4) (6-0-20-1. 4-0-19-0): 
Lee 5-0-22-0 (one spell); Wame 
10-0-48-1 (wl) (5-0-18-0. 5-0-30-1); 
Mhqgh 3-0-11-1; Bevan 4-0-15-1 (one 
speS each). 

Progress: 50: 61 mm. 90 balls. UXte 121 
min. 180 balls. 150: 167 min. 249 balls. 
200:195 min. 295 balls. Scot* after 15 
K 51-2. 


AUSTRALIA 

M E Waugh c Stewart b Multeity 27 

(58 min. 46 balls. 4 fours) 

fA C Gllclvist b Multeity 19 

(56 min. 37 boas) 

R T Pondng c Wells b Ealham 43 

(102 min. 71 bolls. 4 tours) 

D S Lehmann Ibw b HoMoake 41 

(75 min. 57 balls. 2 fours. I six) 

B P Julian c Hick b Wells 25 

(40 min. 31 balls. 3 tours. 1 six) 

D R Martyn not out -. 38 

(40 min, 32 balk. 4 fours) 

M G Bevan c Ealham b CroJf ..... 0 

(5 min. 4 balk) 

5 Lee not out 8 

(IS min, 7 balk. 1 tour) 

Extras (8:5. w2. nb3) ...10 

fetal (for 6, 47 overs) 211 

Fall: 1-50 (Gilchrist). 2-51 (Waugh). 3- 
130 (Lehmann). 4-158 (Ponting). 5-180 
(Julian). 6-181 (Bevan). 

DU not bnc *S K Wame. M 5 Kasprowicz. 
AC Dale 

Bowing Goagh 5 43*4 (nb2. wl) (one 
spell): Mnflally 10-1-31-2 (wl) 
(8-1-21-2. 2-0-10-0): Ealham 9-0-45-1 
(nbl) (6-0-25-0. 2-0-12-1. 1 -0-9-0): 
Aileyne 5-0-24^1 (one spell). Crolt 
10-2-43-1 (8-2-33-0. 2-0-10-1): HoU- 
oatae 6-0-28-1: WMs 2 - 0 - 10-1 (one spell 
each). 

Progress: 50: 53 min. 76 balls. 100: 1 1 3 
min. 166 balls. ISO: 151 min, 224baHs. 
200: 1 96 min. 279 balls. Score after 15 
overs: 55-2. 

Result: Australia won by four wickets. 
Umpires: D B Hair and P D Parker 
Man of the match: D R Martyn. 

Compiled by Jo King 


India’s spinners stage fightback Bridge too far for Kiwis 



INDIA'S SPINNERS. Anil Kum- 
ble and Harbhajan Singh, took 
advantage of a turning pitch to 
turn the match against Pak- 
istan firmly in India's favour on 
a dramatic second day of the 
second Test yesterday. 

A total of 13 wickets fell 
throughout the day, with leg- 
spinner Kumble taking 4 for 75 
and off-spinner Singh weighing 
in with 3 for 30 as Pakistan col- 
lapsed from 114 for 4 to 172 all 

That total left the visitors 
with a first-innings deficit of 80. 
after they had earlier dismissed 
India, who had resumed on 247 
for 8. for the addition of just five 
more runs. 

India lost Vengipurappu 

Laxman for eight when they 


By Sunil Katakia 

in New Delhi 

India 252 & 46-1 
Pakistan 172 

batted a second time, and were 
46 for 1 at the dose, for an over- 
all lead of 126. 

Kumble and Singh were 
effectively supported by two 
wickets from the paceman 
Venkatesh Prasad, who made 
the initial breakthrough by hav- 
ing the Pakistan opener Saeed 
Anwar caught behind for one. 
s ingh then sent back Shahid 
Afridi with a ball that kept low 
to bowl him for 32. In the next 
over; Rahul Dravid took a div- 
ing catch off Kumble to (fismiss 
Ijaz Ahmed. 


Pakistan, in trouble at 59 for 
3 at lunch, lost YousufYouhana 
immedia tely after the interval 
when he lobbed a return catch 
to Kum ble after making three. 

Inzamam-ul-Haq and Salim 
Malik checked the slump by 
adding 54 but Bumble broke the 
stand when he deceived Inza- 
mam, on 26, with a googfy. 
S alim (3D fell to Prasad and 
Mom Khan went shortly before 

tea, Ibw to Javagjal Srinath. 

Setond day; India won toss 

INDIA- Rret Innings 
(Overnight: 247-8) 

IN R Mongio run out 10 

B K V Prasad not out. 1 

Hartjhaton Singh run out 1 

Extras (6nb. Tib. 13b) 26 

fetal 191 .5 ovaro) 252 

FMb 1-B& 2-1 13. 3-122. 4-191.5-231. 
6-240. 7-243. 8-247. 9-248. 10-252. 
BowBag: Akram 13-3-23-1 (nb-4). Ybu- 
nfe 13-5-37-0: Saqtain Mushtaa 35.5-9- 
94-5 (nb-2): Mushtaq Ahmed 26-5-64-2: 
Afridi 4-1-14-0. 


PAKISTAN - Hrst la 

Saeed Anwar c Mongte b Prasad 1 

Shahid AfrM b Singh— — —32 

Ijaz Ahmed c Draw b Kumble 17 

InzamanwiUHaq b Kumble -26 

Yousuf feuhana c and b Kumble 3 

Salim Mafte c Azhaniddin b Prasad ..31 

Moln Khan Ibw b Srinath 14 

VW3sfcn Akram Ibw b Singh 15 

Mushtaq Ahmed c Lawman b Singh ..12 

Saqiain Mushtaq Ibw b Kumble - 2 

Wteqar Younts not out 1 

Boras (nb-9 b-1 ft>-8) 18 

fetal (6*3 overs) — 172 

faBz 1-1 2-54 3-54 4-60 5-114 6-130 7- 
139 8-167 9-168. 

Boaribv: Srinath 12-1-38-1 (9nM, Prasad 
1 1-1-252 Kumble 24.3-6-75-4: Singh 1 7- 
5-30-3. 

INDIA - Second Innings 

S Ramesh not out - 22 

V V S Laxman b Akram _..8 

R Dravid not out - — —6 

i (2nb. 4 to. 4b) - 10 

I (for 1) 46 

Polk 1-15 

fe bae S R Tendulkar. ‘M Azhaniddin. S 
C Ganguly. tN R Moneia. A Kumble. J Srt- 
nach. BK V Prasad. Harbhajan Singh. 
B ow ing: Akram 7-2-13-1 (Inb): Younts 
4-2-1 2-0; Saqiain Musfuaq 5-2-8-0 (1 nb); 
Mushtaq Ahmed 3-1 -5-0. 

Umpires: S A Bueknor (Wl) and AVJac- 
aprakash (Ind). 


ENGLAND UNDER-19S pulled 
off a thrilling 62-run victory in 
th e first Test of the threematdi 
series against their New 
Zealand counterparts on a final 
day of fluctuating fortunes in 
New Plymouth yesterday. 

The opener Michael Papps 
looked to be steering the Kiwis 
to an unlikely win as they 
reached the tea interval on 260 
for 2, chasing a target of 374. 
However; in a dramatic final 
session Papps was dismissed 
for 117 by slow left-armer 
Graeme Bridge who took four 
■wickets as New Zealand crum- 
bled to 311 all out 

England had let the Kiwis 
back into the game after a slop- 
py show in the field, but New 
Zealand lost eight wickets for 


England U-19 285 & 290 
New Zealand U-19 202 & 311 
England U-19 win by 62 runs 

51 in the space of 20 overs and 
were bowled out with nine 
overs of the final hour to go. 

“The first two sessions today 
were the poorest we’ve had on 
tour so fan’' the England man- 
ager; Mike Gatling, said. “I got 
Hip feeling that nnr hoys tho ug ht 
they only had to turn up. " 

Papps was out first hall after 
tea, playing on to Bridge as he 
madie room to cut The bowler 
came into his own in the final 
session, finishing with figures 
of 4 for 91 and seven wickets in 
the match. Bruce Martin was 
last man out, plumb Ibw to 
Richard Logan, a fitting finish 


because of the crucial part he 
had played with bat and balL 

Final day. England won toss 
BIGLAND UWER-19 JQ - Rret tarings 
285 (R K J Dawson 67. R J Logan 637 I 
N Flanagan 53: H Shaw 5-49). 

NEW ZEALAND UNDBt-19 XI - FtTH 
Innings 202 (M Pfcpps 64). 

ENGLAND UNDER- 19 XI - Second 
Innings 290 (I R Ball 91. M P Bulbeck 
51: BMardn 5-76). 

NEW ZEALAND UNDBt-19 XI 
-5econd Innings 

T McIntosh c and t> Bridge ..........36 

M Papps b Bridge _117 

B Pa non b Huibeck ... 82 

•J I Englefeld b Lomu 2 1 

M G*nespie c and b Dawson 26 

J E G FranJdn c Coroeny b Bridge 8 

IP McGteshan run out 5 

H Shaw c Garber ry b Dawson 3 

M Hendry Ibw b Bridge J 

8 Jansen notout 2 

6 Martin tow b Logon 0 

Extras (b4 Ib5) 9 

fecal 1109.1 overs) - 311 

EaDi 1-67 2-225 3-260 4-264 5-293 6- 
303 7-304 8-307 9-310. 

Bomttag: M P Bulbeck 7-1-34-1: RJ Lo- 
gon 18.1-2-53-2: G R Bridge 37-10-91- 
4: R K J Dawson 33-8-83-2: M A Gough 
9 -2-25*0; J R Tucker 5-0-16-0. 
Umpires: R J Pitcairn and M McLean. 


Thomas 

shatters 

bowling 

record 


By mark Hargreaves 

in Harare 

Zimbabwe A 160 & 20-1 
England A 192 

THE GLAMORGAN seamer Dar- 
ren Thomas set a new -England 
A bowling record in the unoffi- 
cial “Test" against Zimbabwe 
here yesterday, claiming 8 for 50 
as Zimbabwe posted a modest 
160 all out in reply to the 
tourists' first-innings total of 192. 

The eight-wicket haul was 
also a personal best for Thomas 
in first-class cricket At the 
close Zimbabwe were 20 for 1, 
Thomas striking again to re- 
move Craig Wishart, leaving the 
hosts 12 runs in arrears but 
with nine wickets intact 

Rainstorms hare decimated 
the total time available on the 
first three days of this match to 
less than four hours, and the 
players have dearly struggled 
to adjust to the stop-start pat- 
tern of the match. But mirac- 
ulously the clouds parted and 
a lull day's play uas possible 
yesterday the fourth of the five 
scheduled days, and following 
some frantic action on the field 
a result is still just possible. 

Zimbabwe resumed from 
147 for 7 overnight with Stuart 
Carlisle defying England's 
seam attack on 46 not out. But 
he added only one more run be- 
fore becoming Thomas's sixth 
victim of the innings. Thomas 
then whipped through the tail 
as Zimbabwe added only 13 
more runs to their total. 

Most of the English batsmen 
also found the conditions diffi- 
cult, but the Lancashire all- 
rounder Andrew Flintoff 
bolstered the side with an un- 
beaten 80, an innings which 
which contained two sixes and 
six fours. Flintoff was lucky to 
escape, however, after he was 
dropped twice in one over when 
on 68. The Lancashire man re- 
ceived able support from Dar- 
ren Maddy, who contributed 23, 
and Vikram SolanM. who 
chipped in with 27, but after 
those two fell, to Bryan Stran g 
and Adam Huckie respectively, 
Flintoff quickly ran out of part- 
ners with his hundred in sight 

The leg-spin of Hudde and 
the pace of Strang, both of 
whom have full Test experi- 
ence, formed Zimbabwe’s most 
potent line of attack on a day 
when 14 wickets fen in total. 
Huckle’s three wickets cost 57 
runs, but Strang was the pick, 
taking 3 for 23. 

The wicket is now taking 
prodigious spin, but in his vein 
of form Thomas is likely to 
continue today where he left off 
and, it seems likely, claim what 
would be his 10th wicket of the 
match. 

Fourth day. England A Won toss 

ZIMBABWE A - Hrst Innings 

(Overnight: 147 - 7 ) 

S V Carlisle c Read b Thomas 47 

A R Whlttall c Loye b Thomas 14 

A Huckie not our 4 

E Matambandeo c Solanki b Thonus 0 

Extras (2b, 61b, 12nb) 20 

fecal ( 62.2 owns) — 160 

mo: 1-9. 2-32. 3-45. 4-54. 5-58. 6-69, 
7-114. 8-153, 9-159. 

Bowling: Bens 18-4-61-2. Fllntotf 12- 
5-24-0-Thotnas 22.2-7-50-8. Cosher 5- 
1-8-0; Swann 5-1 -9-0. 

ENGLAND A — Rrsc Innings 

D L Maddy c Campbell b Strang 28 

"M P Vaughan c Wishart b Strang ....19 

M B Loye Ibw b A R Whitcali <0 

M G N Windows c Campbell b Strong 5 

A Rmtoff not out SO 

V S Solan kic A R Whutail b Hutkle 27 
G P Swann cGJ VWurtjJI b BJignjur . 5 
KMW Read c Campbell b Biignaut . 1 

S D Thomas c Madonda b Huckie 6 

M M Betts c G I Wlnttall b Huckie . . .1 
D A Cosker c Huckie b A R Whittalf . . 0 

Extras (b6 161 wl nb2) 10 

fetal (65 overs) 192 

Fall: 1-34 2-59 3-59 4-66 5-143 6-152 
7-158 8-179 9-191 

: Matambandio 4-0-25-0. Snang 


1 4-9-25'-3: Bh&naut 9-4-30-2: A R Whu- 
taB 13-1-34-2: Ruckle 19-4-57-3: GJlVhit- 
tall 6 - 0 - 16 - 0 . 

ZIMBABWE A - Second Innings 

IT N Madondo not out 13 

C B IMshan c Sclanki b Thomas 2 

G J Whittall not out 3 

Extras (lb! nbl) 2 

fetal (tar 1. 14 overs) — 20 

FteD: 1-8. 

fe Bae S V Carlisle. D P Wjoen. D J R 
Campbell. A M Blienaut. B C Strang. 'A 
R Whutail, A Huckie. E Matambandco 
Bowling: Thomas 7-3-5- 1 : Setn 0.4-0- 
I -0:FUntoff 0.2-0- 0-0. Swarm 3-1-11-0: 
Cosher 3-2-2-0 

Umpires: I D Robinson and K C Barbour. 


The tawdry, the batty and the simply deeply dippy 


weekhasbeenfinding nfyf*? 

plete agreement with Boris Johnson, 
the Telegraph's raving Tmy Boy 
who famously complained about 
being “stitched up" on Hoi-h? I Got 
Keics Fbr Von last year, 
fertile blond bombshell stole the 
low on Monday’s NeirsmgW 

IBBC2.1. as the piranhas wworting 

round Glenn Hoddle wondering 
whether to hare the England coach 
fried or boiled. 

“Why is his opinion about rein- 
carnation any more offensive than 
k>ts of other religious opinions. 
Johnson asked with that air he has 
ofa man completely at a toss". “J® 
modem world. “AH kinds of things® 
Islam and Hinduism and Buddhism 
are distressing if taken to extremes. 
1 see no difference between the per- 


CHRIS 

maume 

SPORT 
ON TV 



secuting of Glenn Hoddle for his 
wacko views about reinc arn a tion 


affair is a stoiy about how the mass 
media operate. In another; simulta- 
neous incarnation, I am sports news 
editor of this paper (a grand name 
for what used to be known as copy- 
taster). If one of our reporters had 
filed the Times interview that start- 
ed all the trouble, would I have read 
through it, picked myjawnp off the 
floor and sairrifidround to fee news 


i...ISteeK- 

^nd a ^Jge amount of Government 

to protect Rushdie.aDdwta 

noOT old Gfenn says sometiung about 



right on this one. 

It is important to realise that as 

jnucli as anything else, the Hoddle 


Kiddie's gone mad!"? 

Caflmeatoadofddrubtesbatny 
job, but its unEkefy espedalfy given 
the feet that he was saying nothing 
he hadn't said before, rdhave prob- 
ably just laughed it off as batty old 
Glenda inserting his gifted foot into 
his less than gifted gob again. And 
there the offending paragraph may 
have remained, buried in an otfaer- 
wise unexceptionable piece ^ - unless, 
of course, one of the ever-walchful 


tabloids, newer afra i d of reheating old 
stories, plucked out the offending 
paragraph and slapped it cm their 
cover in 36 point 
Once the story had appeared, 
and the rest of Fleet Street’s finest 
had donned their bower boots and 
steamed in, it was parity a tale of 
Downing Street agendas and parity 
one of Hoddle, having dug his own 
grave, jumping in and starting to fill 
it in around himself 
Ttaty Blair’s tawdry fittie rolein all 
this has to do with the Govern- 
ment’s determination to bypass the 
lobby correspondents, who ask awk- 
ward questions about politics and 
policies, in favour of the hogs a ad 
kisses favoured by regional press and 
lowbrow televisioiL^ Which is why he 
was mouthing off on This Morning 
an Monday in the company of Jucty 
Flanigan and Richard Madeley As 


football writer Brian GlanviHe put it 
at breakfast time on BBCl on 
Wednesday “Why does the PM ap- 
pear on a dumbed-down programme 
likfi 'Punch and Judy anyway?" 

Once the PM had weighed in 
(with the usual slew of dropped 
aitches and glottal stops he reserves 
for appearances on ITV), saying 
that it would be difficult for Hoddle 
to keep his job, the England coach’s 
p osition began to look fragile 

The truth is, the Government 

couldift keep their hands off toe stay. 
On Monday Margaret Hodge, Min- 
ister for the DisaMed, was the first 
Cabinet member to call for his sack- 
ing, and she faced a scathing Jere- 
my Paxman on Tuesday night, a few 

hours after Hoddle had gone. 

“I dkirft ask for him to be sacked,” 
she averred. “So you didn’t,” ftixman 
replied, “at two o’dock on January 


31st,saythatftwasinappropriatefbr 
him to stay on?” Get out of that 

As she gabbled about agendas and 
watersheds. Paxo. in a performance 
that evoked his famous stuffing of 
Michael Howard, when he ashed him 
the same question 14 times, the TV 
terrier tried to get Hodge to admit the 
feet that Hoddle had been sadoed for 
his beliefs. He failed. 

It has to be said, though, that Hod- 
dle wasn’t sacked merely for having 
a batty philosophy but because one 
aspect of that philosophy gave of- 
fence. Let's face it, although^ we pro- 
fess to eqqy freedom of speech in this 
country its parameters are strictly 
limited, esp&oalty forpuhiiefigures. 
As PoltyTtynbeein the Guardian put 
it, as quoted by Glanvflte: Hoddle is 
“a victim of the new intolerance 
that puts a gag on everyone in the 
public eye, allowing them no views 


outside an ever-shrinking net of well- 
censored platitudes." 

Which wasn’t what we got from 
Eileen Dreweiy's appearance on 
Wednesday’s Choroids News. If we 
had been in aqy doubt as to the dele- 
terious effect of her mumbo-jumbo 
on Hoddle’s stewardship of the Eng- 
land team, it was banished by her 
deeply dippy performance. 

Hoddle never said that the dis- 
abled were being punished. No, we 
aflchoo8eourkanna.“Wechooseto 
come bade howwe wish to come hack 
-that maybe as a poorman or a rich 
man," she said. “We come bade for 
experience - sometimes you come 
back, if you want to, as a disabled per- 
son because you have an opportunity 
against a B the odds, to have faith in 
God.” Right then. Are any book- 
makers taking beto cm Drewezy for 
the next Englan d coach? 
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Coin it with Three Farthings 


FOR THOSE who ei^ multiple 
bets there are interestmg tele- 
vised options today. Three Far- 
things, who runs in Sandown's 
most valuable race, deserves a 
place in a Heinz, wh2e Ottawa, 
the victor in the National Trial 
at Uttaxeter 12 months ago, wiD 
be a banker in several Canadi- 
ans to retain the crown. 

lb come to Paul NichoDs’ 
chaser first Ottawa has run just 
once this term, when he put 14 } 
perhaps the most intelligent 
display of his career That came 
behind Earth Summit in the 
Becher Chase at Ain tree, 
where the nine-year-old ran 
well for a long way unto he re- 
alised it would be a lot saferjust 
to stop. He considered Becher’s 
Brook a fence too fan 

Lord Gyflene has no such 
problems with that obstacle. He 
cleared it cleanly and glori- 
ously 22 months ago when col- 
lecting the Monday Grand 
National. The gelding has bad 
plenty of time to savour that 
success as injury has limited 
him to just a sin gl e subsequent 
run, in Haydock’s Tommy 
Whittle Chase in December 
Lord Gyflene jumped well 
that day until he got down to the 
rust and, by the end, he finished 
ahead of only Quixafl Crossett 
one of the very worst horses in 
the land Lord Gyflene must 
come on for that 
Also at Haydock, General 
Wolfe won the Peter Marsh 
Chase last month from some 
good horses and will be dose 
today despite his 8lb penalty. 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

However the sole favour ulti- 
mately falb od Fiddling The 
Facts (next best 1.45), who has 
been aflowed to recuperate fal- 
lowing her second in the Welsh 

National, for which she is 
penalised just Hb. 

The Tbte Sandown Hurdle is 
as tricky as you might expect a 
bookmakers’ Saturday spon- 
sorship. The big team that 
comes rumbling over the hori- 
zon here will be leaving backs 
from the West country. Martin 
Pipe has three entries, includ- 
ing Moondigua, the favourite. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Three Farthings 

(Sandown 4.10) 

NB: Fiddling The Facts 
(Uttaxeter 1.45) 


The seven-year-old won ab- 
surdly easily at Warwick on 
his seasonal debut, but the 
ground was heavy. The search 
for value is best left with 
THREE EARTHINGS leap 
4.10). On one form line he has 
the beating of Moondigua, while 
his tendency to win by small 
margins could mean he is a 
hard horse far the handicapper 
to assess correctly. 

Kurakka (3.05) has won over 
course and distance already, 
which is of great significance at 
Sandown and its railway fences, 
while Fine Tbyne (3.35) is com- 
ing down iri the weighs without 
showing his ability has evapo- 


rated. Finally Master Beveled 
(4.40) can win the Agfa Hurdle. 

The most fertile territory 
for Cheltenham clues this 
weekend wifl be Leopardstown 
tomorrow, where Alexander 
Banquet, Nick Dundee and 
Knife Edge will be putting the 
finishing touches to their Fes- 
tival preparation. The most 
compelling figure, though, will 
be the Gold Cup aspirant Flori- 
da Fearf. 

Willie Mullins' gelding has to 
dismiss Escartefigue, whom 
he beat by a length and a half 
in the Royal & SunAHiance 
(Novice) Chase at Cheltenham 
last season. He also has to dis- 
miss the memory of a dreadful 
i flistalty pnri fall on hi s seaso nal 

debut at these acres. 

Florida Pearl has since 
schooled over the fence that un- 
hinged him without mishap . 
Mullins said. “Every time he’s 
schooled over the track he's 
been particularly good at that 
fence. He’s met it on really long 
strides before and got lengths. 
He's a very good natural 
jumper like Dawn Run, who 
won her Gold Cup after four 
runs and a fafl." 

Florida Pearl now goes into 
the Hennessy Gold Cup on the 
back of a splendid piece of 
work on Thursday. “He’s in 
good form and going well” 
Mullins added. “He's been get- 
ting the headlines in the papers 
this week and I hope that’s the 
same on Monday.” Whatever 
the result, the trainer need not 
worry about that 



Lord Gyflene (left), winning the infamous Monday Grand National in 1997, is in action at Uttoxeter today 


Pipe runs 
three but 
record is 
wretched 

BY CHRIS CQRIUGAN 

MARTIN PIPE saddles thm* 
horses in today's Tbte Sandown 
Hurdle, including the short 
priced favourite, Moonttigua. 
But a look at the trainer's 
record in this contest would 
deter many punters. 

Pipe ran five when a field of 
13 contested this race a year 
ago. They trailed in 7th, 8th. 
nth. t 2 th- while the other fell. 
The one in 8th was the 11-4 
favourite. Big Strand. 

In the 19B7 miming. Pipe's 
sole representative finished 
Gth of 13. A year before that, the 
stable's two runners were third 
and Uth in a field of 14. In 1995. 
Pipe’s Allegation finished last. 

The stable made no mis- 
take at Lingt ie kfyus (e rday how- 
ever. with a 1-14 shot, Majadou. 
One of Pipe's leading Chel- 
tenham hopes. Mqjadou com- 
pleted his hat-trick in the 
Adventure Norice Chase. 

The French import, who is 
entered in the Aride. Cathcart 
and Royal & SnnAIUance Chas- 
es at the Festival, made all to 
win by a distance. Barth- 
olomew Fhir was the only other 
finisher. Majadou's owner, 
Chrip Batterliam. said: “I don! 
know what he will go for at the 
Festival Martin wfll probably 
make his decision on the Mon- 
day before the big meeting." 


Wetherby 

HYPERION 

1.20 BirkdaJe 1.50 Banker Court 2^ Cumbrian 
Maestro 2L55 Royal Mountbrowne 3.30 Tono- 
co 4.00 Last Option 4.35 Head For The Hills 


1.50 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft n ptaoaa). 

■ Left-hand oval eftmt Run-in of 200yds sightly upML 

■ Course is NE of town on EH234 near junction of A50 and At 
ADMISSION: Ciub EO (acconparried mdeMSs free); fattennls 
£9; Coursed (OAPs DfiO) or £10 per car with up to four edufla 
A c comp an ied under- fis tree. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mm M Revetay 40-188 (213%), T East- 
ertay 32-139 (23%). Mr* S Smith 10-109 (£5%). D Nicholson 
17-78 (2l8%L 

■ LEAOING JOCKEYS: L Wyer 46-183 (253 %1 P KflvBfl 33--S6 
(212%). A Dobbin 22-128 (1X1%). R Guest 19-30 (22.1%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 203-480 (423%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: King Pin (120). Justin (225). 


PETER BEAUMONT OWNERS NOVICE 
CHASE (D) £5,250 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 JU2IP1 NDO DEE (4) (CD) P Beaumrt 9 12 1 RSup0a 

2 2/T-Ra BAMQERCOLMT(M}(C) U W5zfe(fay71l 3-CllcCbonaiic(3} 

3 2IPW- HIDDEN ISLAND (315) Mss 5 ltd 11 3 MHfflrityp) 

4 Otf’CZ ROYAL SCMTAR (USA) (26) (D) M 7 T1 3 . L Wy*» 

5 25/2F6 TURKISH TOWER (IS) H Nan BUS SDqtor 

6 IRQW mraiWNBmia»8MiS113..R1IHMMn 

7 BP03QP CfffiGG ROSE (39) E Cate 800 .C Radar (7 

8 OP HVERS1DE LODGE (35) fl WxOrjuui 5 B 7. JJftnter 

-BMnri- 

BETTlNCkS-ll NU Dm, 94 Bankor Count. 5-1 Royal ScnritK, 20-1 W- 
dan brfsnd, 23-1 llxtdsh Km 50-1 otbtea 

FORM VERDICT 

On paper a match between NIKI Dffi and Banker Court. Tho 
latter is etfll teaming and awn in receipt of I2t> is B«ety to haw 
dtfloJty mrecHng NDd Dm, who junped bokty and wsl apart 
from a hst-fence mistake at MusseBxagh on Tuesday whan 
ha was always travefflng wel within himself 


2.55 


MARSTON MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CUSS B) £1 2,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

403*0 CUU8WUiCMaENGEn4)(CO)TEKWt>r1]nO-LWyw 
PfflF* KONVSfTA KBtG (14) (CD) 0 Sherwwd n SG _50wadc 

HU3-5 CBESTIAL CHOffl f«2) (CD) J L Eyre 9 09 B Storey 

-33U03 ROVM. MOUNTBROWNE (7) (D) Mss M ftwtad R SO 

- OO&flmp) 

3W56 MAS1B1 BOSTDN (48) (CD) R Vtaatasa r. fiD~RSappte 
WPS3« llOKMIGK1YiMN(Z3)E CtfeG SO _ XJcbrecn 

-8 de clare d - 

Unmet vekjtt 103. Tne twncScap vxngtis: trmJMcoi£!xu*ne 2rt tab, 

Usser Boston Bri J2B. Mbnaugtty Man fid 4ffli 

BETTING: Evens Cumbrian Chrtenga, 3-1 KamiWM MsfcW raiaaild 

Chois 8*1 Royal Maattroime. 10-1 Rlaftar Bated, 100-1 llonaigMy 

Man 

FORM VERDICT 

Ttas is a r»ia^ less compeotwehandcaplhan Cumbrian Chaf- 
langa has been running n and he could mete ctan leA but 
a peeft torm CELESTIAL CSfOtR would be a mqor Hnat and 
she gets die vote m the hope that shell bounca back to her 
best. 


\a nnl HAROLD CHARLTON MEMORIAL 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £1,500 3m If 

1 HKHANDMAN(nqjHMlmSS4 INC Mean 

2 1021- LAST OPTION p33) (CCJ R TM 7 124_Ma F Naadhsm (3) 

3 poop- surrasncx(Bi)(co)uw&ArtyciZ4.j*MVMion 

4 U38FF WAUS COURT (tJIJOSw 12 tt4„lfc4Raetee(nB 

5 fjFlP- MBRNBamaMaillaCBMwSaOJfeBFBMn 

6 cm- ABBEY LAMP (262) MreLRnel tout) IfrSMaa 


BETTM&A-II Last OpdOB. 9-2 Ur Bcredgen, 6-1 SfterSUcK. 261 Wtf»- 
tmlwan TT) 1 oBlW 

FORM VERDICT 

Last Option wA be a popdsr etnee on 8 m strength of his 
8MM defeat of Double Thrtoc but that could be ashsde 
Battertog a nd t here ma y be some value In the Ive dangers MR 
BRAN IGAN and SBwar SUcic, with Mr »sni(^n Just preferred. 


4.35 


WEATHERBYS *STARS OF TOMORROW 
OPBI NH FUT RACE (CH) £1,750 2m 
1 TWEOFRJ3HT|B)(miteU(MByail«NHIM«Mann 
asms LANDING UsM HewtoyS It 4 Jlr T ConariM (7) 

BLUEBUDJRBGemklSIf 4 P Ryan (7) 

DAM8USTERS JFta&aaUSh * RGanfBy 


1.20 


SPOFFORTH HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS Q £630 added 2m 7f 

2S2H BlEWDALE(t2}(0((l)LUngo8i2a _WDcnAia(5) 

fit-33 COOL SPRING (35) H Qaly 7 fill SDUre* 

16-10 NATWE FEJ) (24) (0) D WnUe 10 1> fi -Jltog M(l) 

44P23 FDRCA1HAL(12) ttsMR9re)3yafi4 .GLaa 

-FU2FH KING PW (B) P Beanxrt 7103 R Supple B 

-SdMlnd- 

BETTING: 9-4 EBrtdale, 11-4 Cool Spring, 7-2 Native Field, For Cathai, 
61 King Pin 

FORM VERDICT 

KING PIN swaBvtptowInnaielhsoHBpatenb^'taMuaUe 
mark 4 he responds to frsi-time bWws, Morm Bakdate caid 
be nAwabto on the antepated drier ground, and Nathre FMd 
may be the one » beat back over a more eurtabto dstance. 


2.25 


RIEVAULX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
B) £8^00 added 2m 

1 3-416 ONCE MORE RW LUCK (4fi (CD) (BF) Mrs M Rnefey 8 11 fi 

M H Majghton (5) 

2 3P-W3 JUSTW MAC (f5)(09 (BflJRbGwBkf 8 ItB.J Storey B 

3 1-430 BPOtONE (7) (CO) (BF) E Btott 5 fi V SDureck 

4 02501 CUUBflAN MAESTRO p3)(D) TE83terbyflfi 6. .XWyarB 

5 301/D THE BREWUAS1HI (28) (D) (BF) IVMams7fiO..CF9wan 

-8<Mared- 

BETT1NG: 62 Cumtaian Maeatro, 1M Juriin Mec, 3-1 Once Mora FOr 
Luck, 4-1 Epontna, 8-1 Tha Bmaremtar 

FORM VERDICT 

A tight itfla elteir. but posabty b good apportutity tar TW 
BREWMASTER to deteto aflairs ftam the front wltti no other 
front runner In oppoaidoa Ha Bangor wai stands re> wel, and 
he Is less exposed than some of hta rwafe 


3.30 


ROSSINGTON MAIN NOVICE HURDLE 
(Grade 2) (CLASS A) £15^)00 added 2m 

1 1-2211 CRAZYH0RSE(15)(Q)LLungD6fl 9 RScppfa 

2 1-4t1T0W)C0(9)(qMsSareh6119 SOorecfc 

3 GO BOLDiY (Ft3Q J J ONel 5 ft 5 CFSmn 

4 3RANUEfl^TEas»rtyS115 LWyer 

5 Fi RUNNING MAN(Ff9P4mFRYJUte91f 5 -JIGwrtiy 

6 30411 SCOTMAILLAD (23)(C) (D) GMMoo*5 ft 5_4Ca0aflhin 

-6tfKived« 

BETTING: 7-4 CnnyHcrea, 62 Go Bokfly; 5-1 T»WCO,11-aRunnto8 Man, 
8-1 SootmaHUd, 18-1 Rahna 

FORM VERDICT 

A fascinating and Nghly-inlaRnatiW race ai wtsch CRAZY 
HORSE can prove haneeit a much-tmpitWK) perfarmer sawe 
Ns eneouitErs with Scotmefl Led n the autumn. He meets 
that rival 4to better then iw would in a hantfreap. lonoco and 
Runtiiitg Men are both held to lagft esteem by trier frainera 
and ae bg threrts, writo market cmriktance betand ex-French 
Hat-ram Go Bobfly would be Bgrtfcani. 
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fi 
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-TTriadered- 

BEmnttnATtatolHW* UnBcMalad.lMHaBcfFbr'niaWs, 1H 
JaataPrevafacL 04 Btaa Bud; UM Semap, Malar Gsha* 14-1 oHim 

FORM VERDICT 

HEAD FOR THE HILLS may conftm last monthb Newcastle 
superiority over Justice Prevailed but this has the makings 

ala warm contest and he esnnat be regarded as a confidant 

-choica The him of Mery RowleyY pefr Thm Of FRgM end 
Ungdale Lad has worked out art enop^i lor them both to 
be mewed as major contendos, whin Lord Scroop and Mta- 
ter Ondrem ere numi—B iMio must be feared. 


0 GQtEML U3US fBT) F lAstfry & ft 4 Mr J P McNnara © 

2 HEADF0R1>EnUS(21)PBeatmH8ll4 RSappb 

4 JUSTICE PREVAASIptJTEBahiby 5 it 4 LWjar 

JUST JOSHUA P Baonnra 5 11 4 B(Nfiton(3) 

2 UWEMEUU}(KI)ltaMIMeySft4 GLaa 

LOfOSCROOPDNfcftfKnSTI 4 OMcPbalA 

ZAAMAMNMkgoott5n4 NHwv4y(7) 

0 KATE MURPHY (14) DShwarSfifi — — — NH»ioi*ap; 

JUSTTDMMHannxnl4t>B r. DBaitlay 

■SIS! GRAHAM PR MMte4fiB CFSMn 

RESGO JCnphrcM fiS KJotem 


SORE TONIC T EsAMby 4 fl 8. 
TALL STORY E Lianas 4 1)3. 


.JCaughan 
.SDreack 


LlNGFIELD 

HYPERION 

1.10 Katie's Cracker 1.40 Nadisha 2.15 
Muhandls 2.45 Misprint 3.20 Hormuz 3^0 
Hyde Park 455 Ivor’s Deed 


FORM VERDICT 

Several of these towards the foot of Ihe tmghts haw pieces 
of term vAich mid gtotoem a chance if they axJd reproduce 
tftenr, but MUHANDIS has a series of sold efforts here of 
Me and may be abte to cadfrm last weokb superiority over 
Sir Waitar. despite betag fib woree off today. 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: made, except tm - outside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low (umbers best up to 1m, espedaiy 
for fit 

■ Equitrack surface: toft-hand, sharp undulathig cowsa. 

■ Course h SE of town on 8202a Uhgflekl station (served by 
London, VctnriaJ adjotos course. ADMISSION: One enclosure 
Efi CAR PARK: Ckto S3; remahder free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

M LEADING THAMERS: G L Moore 87-65B (B2%V R Hannon 
49®5 (OI%l M Johnston 4E272 (UB%1, G KaHMray44atl (141%). 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: A Clfrtt 7B-603 (12S%). J Stow 68-307 
(223%). S Sanders 65-563 (115%), 8 Whitworth 53-387 

■ FAVOURITES: 725-2150 (33.7%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Kpota (2.19), Axfiumn (320), Uttra 
Calm (vtsored, 350). 


2.45 


ARENA ONLINE SERVICES CLASSIFIED 
CLAIMING STAKES (F) £2,750 3YO 7T 

P Fredericks (7) 5 

JQutonl 


1 00020 r»WD (7) 1*58 G (C*way 9 7. 

2 35-256 BHABAASH (fi P Honing 9 7_ 


-f ml AGATHA CHRISTIE SELLING hfCAP 
-- ■) (CLASS G) (Dhf 1) £2,500 added 1m 5f 


3 90431 RED VENUS (8) (D) J Bory 9 4 PBradby(7)3 

4 0000- ASWWTTlELADYpMLGCDtWiae AIM (3)8 

5 02-036 MSWIfT (7) E Wheder 8 9 SCanon(7}7B 

6 0600 58JC WNG (11) TOsmerd 6 9 Oaden OStva 4 

7 OSHM BUWTY (17) Mrs S Larrtymsr 8 8 CUk«m(3)2 

6 5«HB ABSTwWmJTfen*V*fl3~- JMcfWay(7)6 

-Bdadwad- 

BE1'HNG:MStabaaiti,3-1 Red Venus, 04 Abdrect, 11-2 lfiaprire,7-1 
Davbt 1-1 Bunty, 25-1 AstdaMe Lady) Sft Wing 

FORM VERDICT 

RED VENUS and Shabaaah haw the strongest dafma With 
apeek4ormwtn tosttkne out m hw name and the ponsitA- 
ity of improvement now that she has won a raca. Rod Vfcnua 
is narrowly preferred. 


1 3S40-3 AHTKCOURMnpqDCosgtoueBfiO_ __WRyin4 

? 054X10 SAND CAY (Ifl (C) Mbs G Keleway 583 TSmati(5)3 

a 303<W SLEEPTnE(RQ (MB) (CD) MreSW8em}06l2 AChBfcS 

4 0/300- RKCATTO (IGA) (71) 1/V fAa 5 B 8 MnflnOnynrl 

5 314-36 SWEET SERENATX p3) 5 C VHbms 486 P Doe (5) 9 

6 30342 KATIE'S CRACKER (9) (8f^ MQjn 482 F Norton B 

7 60056 COASTGUARDS tSK)Gt(CD)B Anna 6 7 a jGBwiMIW 

6 5-6330 SAHTAHENE CT (BF) P Honfrg 47 0. JOuton? 

9 006-36 MODEST HOPE (B) (C) Mra S Larnyman 12 7 10.. A PoM (9) 2 

fi 0:000- SVLPHDE (J3tS) H UannaB 4 7 fi .-...-PFesMya 

- 10 Motored - 

ifrmunwe&tTstlOb fnichandcBp MortcJ Hope TaaBxSyi- 
pridd 7 m OB. 

BETTING: 114 Artie Courier. 7-2 Ksftoto Cradw; 11-2 Sweat Soreneta. 
7-1 Band Cay. Santtrana, 6-1 StoapUta, Modest Hope, 10-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A good epportinfy for KATIFS CRACKER, who has turned 
n dree good etara here recendy and had Cnwetgirenla Haro 
and Santerene wet behind n a sindar event over C&D last 
week. Sweet Sorenata and the fruetretng Arllc Courier look 
best of the remainder. 


3.20 


MARGERY ALUNGHAM HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 3YO 1m 2f 

2203 MELODY QIR9I (f^ KB«fce97 NQAnQ]} 

5-1 HORMUZ (11) (CO) U JOinsan 9 5 JRumtagB 

305-21 TRAGIC DANCER (11) (Ct^ KlfcAuHto91 AQdhm4 

005-1 LBKOLN DEAN (14) (C) Sr M Prescott 9 T T Spats 3 

41-52 AN EXECUTIVE DO (11) PHMton 8 13 P Goods (7) 7 

*-3® MBS TAKE T17)P Evans Bfi T G Mdaugtdki 6 V 

0-44S ULTRA CALM (12) PHsfemBt) P Frertoricks (7) 2 V 

00580 AZ1HAAM (USA) (11) N Gnftam 7 H APoffl (3) 1 B 


BETTWGc M Hormuz, 4-1 Uncoln Dam, 5-1 Melody Qoaen. 11-2 Ttarfc 
Dancer, 8-1 An Enodtoe Do. 7-1 Utoa Crta. tM Mat Un, 28-1 Aztorere 

FORM VERDICT 

Ths step up to vn2l w« be Ideal lor UNCOLN DEAN, who 
befied weakness fei the bemng when i^reettlng the odds-on 
Love Diamonds here a Jbrtnigfit ago aid looks the sortto 
nnupa sequenca In minor hanrScap company. 


3.50 


1 an I HELEN MCINNES MAIDEN STAKES 
u l (CLASS D) £5,250 added 1m 4f 


1 33 BniFFSTREAM(l7)UJcfnston59ia JFfcmtogB 

2 000- ROBHUTA(.B5) B 5marT5 9 Q —RPwtrenQ 

3 4W SEVEN 08eVB((T7>PCmdal 68 0 SVttiMmr«5 

4 .4000 FESTIVAL FUfEH G K oArea y'4 9 fi— P Fredtricfcs (7) 3 

5 40- PHAVUHA KH LOVE (Z3Q B Johnson 4 S fi N Day 1 

6 02G34 ZADA(30)GLUan49fi AOMtOB 

7 00 MGOODORDBI(11)GLMo(n4BS Candy Monte 4 

8 603B3 BURTONS FOUy(^Rhgran 30 3 G Dnr dwol7 

S 000- FOREST GREY (308) K McAtMta 3 B 3 J1Me12 

V 0 IIAGIC ARROW (USA) (SB) JUfeeda 383 G Carter 11 

n 04-434 ZOLA (i i) M Chan 3 6 3 F Norton B 

12 3 NADISHA(JS) WhaggB3712 JQuImS 

-12 doctored - 

BETTING: 7-4 ftodtotre.94 BraH Strewn. 11-2 Zote. 8-1 Seven 0 Sawn, 
8*1 Zade. Magic Anon) 14-1 FdMkMl FJyat, 2B-T aihare 

FORM VERDICT 

Another weak marten on the AW. NADtSHA ran wel on her 
debut here ha month and any lrrp w ament on tha wB make 
her tough to beaL TUB tru wN sun the modest Zola, who has 
frame dans akxtg wltfi Bniff Stream end Seven 0 Sevan 


LlNGFIELD RARK INFORMATION LINE 
HANDICAP (D) £6,000 added 1m 

1 4-2013 TOPTON (I) (C) (BF) P Haring 5 fi 0 -JQrino4B 

2 ,0005- WEIYBIE (73) P Mtodn 094 A Otefc 7 

3 40034- VASARI (lCl)WUusan 5 93 RPrica5 

4 060-04 TWW CREEKS (10) (C) (D) V Screw B 9 2 — Only Monte 2 

5 02-02 HYDE RARK (IT) (Q (Oj PF) U Proscort 5 B fi —TSpndce 6 

6 2W0-5 SUPBT MONARCH (21) (Q) (p) K Bdlo S 8 fi N Crttan (5) 3 

7 5402-3 RAIWOW RAIN (USA) (21) (q(D)S Dow 58 B-P Doe ffi)1 

8 (XBO-1 ZM«(l^(CO) JlclerSaB . .SMNbrerthB 

-Sdadared- 

BETTIteG: 13-0 Hyde Rut, 7-21bpton, 5-1 Rainbow Rfia, 7-1 Zmbl, 8-1 
Super liomreh, 10-1 IMn Cmofte, lB-1 Waari. 33-1 WWiMto 
FORM VERDICT 

Gandtioris took Ideal for SUPER MONARCH, who ran wel 
from e poor draw In a compemrve 71 handtoap last tfme. and 
he can make the most of a mark KX> lower than on bit Rain- 
bow Rain, who has a nweh better draw than Ihe cither front 
runner Hyde Park, and Tepton, who erioukt gat the good 
pace that sut& look hfa main rivals. 


4.25 


2.15 


AGATHA CHRISTIE SELLING H’CAP 
(CLASS G) (Dhf II) £2£00 added 1 m 5f 

3-0441 IIUHANHSffl(CO)GlUooreG9fi — Canty Item 7 B 
/OIXH) SmiCEfTS KVBTOE(IB) (C) PBute fiB 12S Careen (7) 1 

00020 KPOU3(J8f 0Jotnson408 NDty3B 

55043 S#t WALTER (B) A T Muphy 680 DwtUeftaowiS 

60020- UKA(3B) J Bridget SB2 ,GBntM8 

4S5M KE9 3 SAKE(14)MUfia , 5711 NCtottotoB 

7 400M CABCHAR(EGLDRY(1fl TO0nwnl57 n J Loire 4 

B fiOOO- 8HANU(E(Jliq8Wb0(han77O ^.P Raney 2 

00-60 TVfiSJLKTHIffpa) J Jtrfcre47 D J Quinn 5 

-Bdedared- 

UnimumiQgAC 7a lOb TiurheajiapiMi^StmJa7atab. TheSSk 
VHtm 

BETTING: SM Muftendta, 3-1 Sir HWw, Kilo. 7-1 Kpof^8-1 KeepeaM, 
id- 1 Spencefb Ftovenga, 14-1 iha Sflk Thtof, 201 otbas 


DOROTHY L SAYERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £3^00 added 71 

1 0B» ALIUBn00K(71)(qKMahd49l2 JCUm8 

2 022-25 FIOfS1NSPL0fOOURpl)(D)SDow4Bn PDeeflllO 

3 lRBWOONW(BF)SHa*rey49W ^.jllkGtew9 

4 (W01 AOT7^(14}(qp)MABuddw400.RFtaPHtrtd((a4 

5 SOfiO- NAUTICAL BftRNBIfl (11lB (CO) BJdbnaai 485— .N Day 1 

6 006-fi MSS DANGEROUS (12} (CtqMQim 493 F Norton 3 

7 -63830 IWffS DEE) (2) (CO) P Bans 688, OaneOTU20 

8 03-tB DBJGHrOFDAMN(E}G(E$EWaelff7B5J3Cto4M(I}1lB 

9 -«K STsnsnoAN(]«)(C)(i]) Jdn BaTy702.DadmOSi0aSE 

D OOMO POLISH LEQ0N{U)J AlcefusiG 713 ^M«1ln Dwyer 7 

H 00003 NOBLE WAT91 (FR) (W) (D) J &WgET 4 7 10R atobaid (7) 8 

-11 dedaed- 

Mkmm iregffi 7M 10b. rnre tarrtiCM> urejm Atobto Rtte 7» m 
BETTING: 11-4 Add Im, 5-1 Robin Sptanteui; S-1 Ntenoqo. 1M toft'* 
Deed, 7-1 DeltfHOf Dnn, 10-1 Al Mafareofc, Nobto Waton TM otharx 

FORM VERDICT 

Ht^Sptandourdeearves a change of bch. but ACffl TEST 
to going from srengfli to strength on Dos surface and there 
may be better stE to cane from him over today s longer trip. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 Bapsford 7.25 Caernarfon Bay 7J50 Pride 
Of Brixton 8.15 Royal Cascade 8-45 Scarlet 
Sceptre 9.15 Infamous 9.45 High Noon 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low to m«kfla best tar 71 

■ Ftorosand. toft-hand, oval course. 

■ Course to N of town on A44S Wbfvwhampton station Yn. 
ADMISSION: Chib Efi; TtotBreans E 8 ff2 otl tor OAP members 
of Diamond Club}; Restaurant package prices CT75Q to £3585 
inckxfing course entrance and mesL CAR PARK: free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAVERS: R HofeehMl 88-563 ( 21 %). M John- 

aton47-an (S9%lNU*nodon 47453 Q33HPE*» 40302(02*+ 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: S Sanders 43-311 ( 130 %) Dean McKa- 
own 3&300 (127%1 J Weaver 34^00 (I7%L D Holand 31 -133 p33«4 

■ FAVOURITES: 473-1405 (323%) 

BUNKERS FIRST TIME: Press Ahead (750), Ring Th* 
Rafter* (045). Monchanla (945) 


FORM VERDICT 

UngfreW apedaket Kryatal Ma* may Be worth opposing now 
he has changed stebtes and rider anctahhough pane to stow 
■tarts, SAHWAH is tfven the charae to step up a place on 
Ms second In a ainiar event here tale last year, 

lo -4 c I FOfmJNE COOKIE HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) V 5 J 0 W added Gf 

1 46430- PI>SSONa{182)(CO)(kJSOB^4fiOL JQutonl 

2 02500- DAAWE(USA) (148) (D) JGtorerSS C SDMBensB 


7.00 


CHINESE NEW YEAR HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (Dtvl) £3,000 added 1m 4f 

1 302-fi BAPSFORD (10) (CD) M Vl^ngS 011 RF*»4 

2 30640- RVBELD STAR (1S9) D McCain 4 9 8 RHerfn 2 

3 002-04 GEE BE BOY C3) G McCait 598. AStadtatal(5}3 

4 64665 fflHeiDMICEpgpOIDH Jones fiBS-^JIOtenHW 

5 0006 STDRMCOMMAWIBq DAibuDntSSa SWHhiorih7 

8 00034 TWO ON THE BRIDGE (14) J (Sven 5 92 A Often* 5 

7 SOW SHANGHAI UL CM) (CD) URtefcy 79(L-JI PoOerd P)1 

6 0434-4 TIME FOR LAGER (10) J Wharton 4 BB—.PFtaiaione(!)& 
B 2Ba>P FOWOFSnUES(IQ|C)RHoroes8BrAnteiidiSMiin0B 

fi 32336- RUBY BEAR (J2S) W Brisbane 4 7 -Q PBrwflay(7)11 

ft 06RMHUAQEffiB(nq(1(9BUreMrynSTfi APoffl® 5 

Mmm might 7 ta 10 b True tefxScap weight itttae Pub 7 aiBb. 
BETTING: 5-2 Premier Dance, 4-1 Bepetord, Gee Bee Boy. 6-1 TWo On 
7?to Bridge; 7-1 Stem Command. 12-1 Rye&aU StonSbwxM LB. Tm» 
Tor Lager; 1M ottiars 

FORM VERDICT ' 

(£E BEE BOY, who ran ccnsctenby wel tost firm epertfrom 
when given a teat of Btarrma. to Improving with experien ce 
on sand and n ptteitiafy very vrel handrapped on his turf 
tern Hes (xatoneo to veteran course-spedaSsi Premier 
Dance, who proved he is no back number on Ns reappear- 
ance. 


3 T-tm WJKAHHAB (USA) (4}(D) (BF) D Chapman 59 SACUtane 4 

4 1-22fi AN0KATO(4)(D)M*NMiea*iy5B7J>reUcKte*n8B 

5 21-fflT) ROYAL CASCADE (19) (CD) B UciiBhQn561fl CochneeBB 

6 0S03 UNSHAK0I (5) (D) E Alston 501 LCharmxk2 

7 03125 POLAR HSTgq (CD] MsN UacflAsy 48 tLPMcCMie 10 V 

8 05004 SajQRK ROSE (10) J Oven 408 JFwnhflS 

8 OIWO- CHASKA(143) (□) A0Biey48Z AUacksy5 

fi 00321 LITTLE IBM (3) (CQ) PBons87fi C0agen(I)7V 

-lOdMbnd- 

MPneneegDC TaiCb. Tmlm0npwtlifltUaalMr7M7ti 
BETTWG: 9* Uofcmb.3-1 AaoMo, M NOyM Cascade, HM Daane, 
LMtta tea; 12-1 Pipe Song, Uniwian, 14-1 ofliera 

FORM VBIDICT 

Unshakan lacks a run on ttta surface end preference to for 
DAAWE. who can go wel fresh and ran ■ crocking race here 
tastapmg. 


8.45 


RICKSHAW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £3,500 added 1m If 79yds 

0232-4 NAKED OAT BSnr)49fi P Goode (7) 6 

' _ RHavfel 

LCbsmocklfl 


36808 SAR TOO McCain 48 tt. 

08 BANGAHDM(8}EMslon497. 


0- ORD6I IN COURT (68) ABeiey597. 


-AI«Bdc*y2 


K 000 RING THE RAFTERS 49 T — MsGbHn3B 

DOD-35 SHFTINGflfi BM=U*hCT497 YHaMdWyB 

03530- LfTTLE HBfRY (M7) PB»a»386 TQUcLaugtAqE B 

00052- 1T£ LAST tWOHD TO H HcMuheed 3 B 5 P SW — My7 

22362 LBSBND FALLS (t8)jNosKfa3 60 JQaknS 

640 SCARLET SCEPTRE (USA) (MJRCHSlftn 3 00^ Dos $9 4 
-lOdrdarad- 

BETTMGrMTScartet Sceptre, 74 Legend fefi* 8-1 Hated DM, 16-1 
SNBlng.'nw Lett Wad, 28-1 Baa Gat(W,UMa Hrey, 25-1 aftere 

FORM VERDICT 

SCARLET SCEPTRE Is narrowly preferred to Legend 
Fete; Birtrtomi to bfoatty on a per; but wflhe capable ctemer 
on board, things may fust swing Scarlet Scaptrrt way. 


9.15 


Tj?] CHINESE NEW YEAR HANDICAP 
° I (CLASS F) (Dhf 10 £3,000 added 1m 4f 


1 41-440 NKTIA'S STAR (B) (CD) M Bntt» 89 O G1 

2 03526- ROUA(aBCnmman4g7 De*o MoKstren 7 

3 00010 HONOUQWD , OR(l9](CO)Gfbm&97 SDrmntBB 

4 530-B CASWARFON BAY ® GLMm495- -Ctorty Monte 2 

9 DOOM B81Y BOX (8) I Baking 734 S WWwOrfh 11 B 

8 S4P 6- RQttJAaiMB(17a(qNLJTOrtm492.Te»fcl<uglii4l0 

7 65300-TCOONTWA(J4q(D)WBreboi*r»58CJ , avS*y(7)9 

8 00853 AHBnEXlROUS TO TO EAJsenTBB LChamedtl 

9 004^0 PUnWE(lflP Dalton *83..___ PFtoreyA 

fi UOOO- MISS LACROIX (42) R 7 T2--PM CWnr(7)3 

If SOOOtV RKKNOWT GE1NWT (JIB) R J Pice 4 7 1) JOutoaS 

. r _, _ -ii declared - 

■““•friwefiftTWiato TrusteioiicnM^HatnowrGBmtortoTli. 
»TTBK6 Ji-4 Caernarfon Bey, 7-e BOy Ba.S-1 MdBlB Sta, RonqDtoa 
DOt, 8-1 Rom Jotows. Aratilaarou*, 10-1 Rom#, 1«-1 Otbrn 

^ FORM VERDICT 
caar rnarMnBaywBpresumabfybaallhenaBertte'acon- 
Wong win et Ltogfleto laa week and has obvious claims There 
Ba Mght doubt whether he vrl be as effectnre ar the tonger 
howmrer, end NIKITA'S STAR, who has dropped back 
down the weights after an mproducbve sequence since win- 
ning aver this dstance at Southwel fust before Ctitobnaa.M 
apoMfcfeaBemarhre. 


CHOPST1CK SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) tSLfiOO added 2m 46yds 

1 30840 FORHDABL£FLAME(8)GHanS95 JDutonS 

2 40022 MFAMOUS(USA)(tqBUewlm088. RHevinS 

3 3ni-5 MAMLBfa(14)(p) MnSMtanS95 H Prior 5 

4 9CMZ PBBktey(l)1 

5 <KD4 FUU.M00H(1EB WBrfdxune48 fi— .-T6McLso0Ai7 

G 7WISr(fflaSGECI«e04afi ,..->Cw0te*2 

7 60060 APmLSPWTTORHDirehsad40 8 lA Cetane 4 

-Tdedered- 

BETRNG: « Uateteno, M tahmoua, 10-1 F*k»y; aw April Spirit. SS-1 
FbnaktoMe FMm, 33-1 (Mbere 

FORM VERDICT 

MANOENO Is pi cha re d to Infamous In 6 oca In writ*) the 
two stand out A modest run fast time out and hfa Beefy 


enunpod oddn. mean ttu* ManOano makes very torttod ap- 

peal as a betting proposMon but the weral brttotce of his 
form a mari«<*y superior to tWft of Infamous. 


ORIENTAL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 1m If 79yds 


7.50 


LION DANCE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 6f 

1 »™S22^ ,IAX P)mTW»895 UtaHtataftfll 

l ^^“KTONffllCDJAFteUBaS BHbMS 

l Aty IC0| N Litbnocten 4 82 — TO MdteagMn t B 

1 <»« «n BMcjMW«9 1 RCodwreAB 

I ^SS^WIDlLhNtoBiylBil OweOfieBT 

7 00060 BOFFV (Ifl (Q (D) B B0udi 8 8 3 taneWmitop} 5 

— 7 declared - 

KTTSra.' 7-4 Kiyatal Hex, 11-4 5enM;S-t Pride Of Brttato, 6-1 Dqert. 
7-1 Presa Ahead, 33-1 oftiere 


[9.45 

1 33333 «MWOUVB5(BJ(CD)mBMiWrrfltO-flCaiwi9B 

2 006-0 TORHADO FWNCE ft^ E Ahtn 4 9 7 ACafhne3 

3 CEO-E W2TEYSFWCY^4)(CO|CBF)jaitoanS97BSreh(7)10 

4 0850 IKBCHANU(12)(Q J$xartig4SS Dane OTtoffl I B 

5 8002 IQ CHI SAGA (USA) (iqPBurgayne 784 p McCabe 5 V 

6 41-34! WGM NOON (14) (CD) N LteriOdSn 4 B T1 „TG MdloghlR 11 

7 20005 eZARWAR8(tntP0alW4aB J fl eea n e r qfl 

8 30312 AHSSHflfl (CD) JBBttfi667 J&kmnto8 

S fi5OONUIT(rOflft7)(C}l0W»rg4B2 PFessey7 

fi 00080 COWSQ.nDOBpiren4B1 ,TW*ams 2 


S 00803 MEZZORMTOTOKUaVUTTfi. 

-Ill' 


_AP0«P)4V 


MZntoun ve^jht ?Sf Tflt. Hub ttenOop mtoM: Maamnto 7B Ife 
BETTBto: 94 Yuren OPmt 7-2 Wgh Neon, g-S Aieicfr, 18-1 Dmado 
Pitot*, fi CM Saga. 12-1 Mezreranfre, 144 othare 

FORM VERDICT 

KKSH NOON is etl progressing after 15 races srt mnr wel 
have bereitoufrtfflwtfwrwlnrtnoapartng Yeoman OSvert 
term Is probably m ore acid but hie poor win record hew (one 
from 33 triefl) is 8 Itfle offputting 


LEOPARDSTOWN - SUNDAY 


Agi\ HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP CHASE 

,w l (Grade 1) £100,000 added 3m £5a500 


BBC2 


AMaguim 


SOPJf ADOMGTON BOT (5q F Ltapriy (G8) n C 0 

ied mtdwMB Ofamonto. royaf tttieslMvea a^d taau-4* wtfjtoe 
-U33P1 BOBTREACYTOmUHctayfiGO NWBamaon 

red; wfaa spaa. cip. Stoc* (wr 

1F-3C BOSS DOYLE (41) (CD) Uttarer fii) .. PCtotany 

I CAP i , W» , A , sar 

S ODoonao 


RJohnaen 
RDumoody 
. -. RWMfh 


4 78/43 BUCKRQGSB (ci)VSowenG 0 120 

tetbLte.pni(t30asoficrT3inc &3Met 5U 1 cjp 
B 1-4232 EBCARTBWJE (FH) (43) (DJDNchcteon 7 Cd 
MkA •tmhoopz Uai* slimea ofWPims 

6 IIIFF RJDIOOA PEARL (41) (C) (D) (BF) W P Uiins 7 D 0 . . 

net ttoto homed ateevcfi. red cao. wtoto 

7 24B51 MPKJUM(4q(C)TWtohBt20 

eoerertgreert Vtftte seems, enroreeffs/eewi ere pren car /»^rD£jai£Jr 
-IBeduad - 

BETTINQ: 48 Florida Piert, 164 EsoMuague, 12-1 Boss Doyle, 14-1 Bobfrtecy. iM Fap«- 
ton, 36-1 AdAtgton Boy, 100-1 Ruck Rogers 
B8B: Dcdeos Pad* 9 120 RDunwoody 84 (M Hareigan) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Addbigton Boy: Somettwig to find on form and would prefer tMur ground. FuHed 
tgt to tha I la m e jsy and ts»er (beaten, 4 out) n the Trplcpnnt Debut lor tranrr 
Bob TVeecy: 4 lengths third to Imperial Cal at Puraftestown and won ff iunnw 
Qnrte 2 twdeap at Gowten (3m. soft). Very tosappontng now « trotwwn 
Boas Doyle: In frame tha farm behnd Strath Royal at Wetherby raid Tlhkcci mo 
el Newbury before poor CAD effort (dstance behnd Dorans Pm del m bfuta-ro 
Back Hogeree Beck from 3-yver absence A cfestance behnd betow-form Boss Dovik 
who wes hknseH beaten e tkatance. on retren to tSiawig here fas tme 
Eactorteflg ue: Two decent efforts ttB term (second to Suny Boy Jt Hi) riock and 
Tbeton M at KBnpton)«rt two poor ones. Chances d revtrsng Cheltmivun piac 
togs with Florida Poail rest wdh a stanra test Starttog to took a hard ntfc 
Florida Peart: Aral ever defare v*ren taker 3 out (dosng on Dorans Pirte) ewi 
CAD last tune. Twtao wnrasron soft as a novice before beating Esortohguo 
lengths at Chettanham (3mU good) Favomre for the Cheftontum Gokt Cup 
Papuan: Second in fash National at Ruyhousa (3roSl soft) m ApcK under i?sl 
a -tong ih win ewer fflaron Pavia over 2mlf hare in December was a rehjp to term 
VERDICT! FLORIDA PEARL has done absolutely nothing wrong apart from 
tha (restate when he was asked to stand off the tturt fast over thre courso on ha 
reappearance, and ha startd enhance fas prospects tar the Choifonham Gold Ct^j 
wHh a wr here Chief form threat Escartaflgue will probably noed a rjreJfc-r sta- 
mina test to stand much chance of overtxrwrg me favourite, and the darker, a 
there is one could come from PapBhm. 


RESULTS 


CATTERICK 

Going: Good (Goad to Rrm in places) 
ZOO: (2m 3f novice hunfie) 

1. SPLENDID MELODY „Ft Ganfrty S-4 fav 

2. Actao A Ma gufc w 11-8 

3. Jody tfbtsier G Lae 25-1 

Also rat i2-i Maadowbonk (8th), 10-1 
Rodders (4th), 28-1 Steefara Dream, 33-1 
Martha^ Moonstone (tRh). rawer Douglas, 
50-1 Rocky My Bo* Seotmsi Bay 

10 ran. Nk. 18, V/r. 34. 23. (VWrwerchesh 
nuf gok&tg oy Be da Gtiypm out of Save- 
Lady, trained by T Tate at Tadcaster lor B 
T Stewert-Brown). ■fate £270; CUft C12Q, 
E2.7Q DF: £L2a CSF: £283. 

2-30: (2m 31 nBng hendcap hucta) 

1. MOONESKNE DANCER J) Os w u li 14-1 

2. Be Brave OMcPhsN 11-2 


-XAbporu 25-1 


3. Puftsander 

4. Wynbury Flyer ,1 Janflne 9-2 fav 
Also ran: 7-1 Sefton Btahe (Bth), 9-1 Crab- 
biefls Pride, fi-i Durana Jack Flush. 12-1 
Drvendonna. Kakaahda. Real Fto. W-1 
KaBymann, One Sun 20-1 Edstone (Stfi). 
KeraylK Noble Nomrea 66-1 Chan Move. 
100-1 Don Tbono, Eddie Bomba 

19 T«vl,e.nk, ta.4. (Winner bay neWno 
b/ Northern Stem out of Double mhday. 
trained by Mrs S Smith at Brtgtoy for the 
Aarons Archer Partnership), fata: E2BOO; 
C3S0, £2a0, f5430, EtSd OF: CVSB40.CSF: 
£8558, THcast ElBtaaa Ml: Court Joker, 
Peckrtin Parky. 

3- 00: pm if Ifiyde novica chase) 

1. TURHPOLE —Mr A Dantpaoy 6-13 tew 

X Stator Gale MrJCrowtaypm 

& Howyaudofrtg S Tiytor 60-1 

/Ueo ram 10-1 Iwsedswood (4th). t2-l Mr 
Waft (5th), 5 ran. 3 ‘b, 3, \ dsL (Winrter 
brawn gekSng br SOtso out of Mountain 
Ctese. trained by Mrs M Rnvetoy at Salt- 
bum tor Mr A Mre WJ WBams) fate: £i3tt 
CUK) Ctea OF: £1A0 l CSF: £231 
030: (3m If ftOyds handcap hurcBe) 

1. SHARP COMMAND Magute 6-1 

2. Springfield Scnlty _S Durwck fav 

a Arctic Fox _p Mvm, g.t 

4- VHprano OJMoftrets-i 

Also ram 9-1 Zamhareer, 10-1 FitchMtar, 
14-1 Cash Bax (5th), Kinds Groovy Ras- 
cely Russian Aspect (Bth), 20-1 Cnabap- 
tf6M,Moteum, Saucy Nlbv 25-1 Anadate. 
39-1 Redanpour, HM ABerbeck. 8B-T Darn 
17 ran. 3’A. i’A. x nk. p (\tannor cheat- 

^ Ogling bfShe/po out of BkMt. trained 

A L * rrfaoufrl tar A P Hoftond 
A Mra P Jones), fate: £750; £230. Ci/in 
E1«a E22Q DF: mfiQ CSF: £JS77 Tte 
ast £14000 Trttocta: £8270 
4fi0: (2th 31 handcap chase] 

1. COUNT KARMUSKI JV Maguire 3-1 fav 

— '■iSSSSS 

3. Joe Shaw- Q lm 5.1 

Ateo ram 7-2 Le Rtvwra (4th). a-i vnnayar 
Gw™ (6th), ib-i BraUtoi,^^? 
fapatch, 60-1 MarfrigtaKl ' 

B re p- *, 3 7», ft hd. 7. (WZ rmar bey gelding 
by Ardmaa out of tamer Gokl Oairredt* 
FMjfPftyM ““Wwm tar P E AtkinsonL 

£ I7a7 Tricast: £6501 NR; 
ragoant 

4 JO: »n lyo hutfle) 

SMreiO -1 
PNhren4-5fw 

SSSwsa^sSf SSK 

W*)- 8-1 BarretotTc- 


S«0«S®5BSSs 

jS^S 40 - 


LlNGFIELD 

Going: Soft (Heavy m ptocee) 

1^0: 1. PARK ROYAL (TJ Murpny) fi 1 . 2. 
Golden Fawn IB-1. 3. Summer newer 
100-30 fav; 4. Bow BeBs 10-t 16 ran. A 5 
(P Butter, Lewes) Tote: STO50: 020. E340 
£110; £2KL DF: £10130 CSF: CWJ44 Trre- 
asC £60605 

2.10: 1. LORD W= LOVE |B CSHord) 7-4: 2. 
Regesonlc fav; 3. Legend of Love 8-1 
. 3 ran. 84, 2ft (D WBams, Newbury) Tare: 
taoa of. ooa csf-. £4it. 

2.40: 1 . MAJADOU (A P McCoy) 1-M fav. 

2. Bartholomew Fafr 10- 1 3 ran. Dtot. (M 
Pipe, Wteengton). fate: Ctfi. DF: CwO 
CSF: Ct32. Nft Rosancrantz. 

3. 10:1. ILLUMINATE (JCukty) 6- 1:2. De- 
vonshire T1-8fav:3.BranhaRaw8-L6rBn. 

T1. 3V:. (D OBrten; Tonbndge) fate E5J0; 
£230; £lfi DF; M4G CSF: KL2& 

3-40: 1.RAQIB{DGatsgher)6-4tav;2. hta- 
Jots Legacy 13-8; 3. Easttwrpe 5-1 4 ran. 
'V-. fi. (P Rttchena TWwortti) fate: £tga 
DF: £130. CSF: £400 

4.10: 1. HERDS FATAL (A P McCoy) 7-2. 

2. Wbefflekt Cockney 5-1: 3. Eden Heights 
3-1 S ran. 15 -a fav Eko Deairvftr Rh) rv 
TO (M ppe. WBtongton) fate £320: tlfi. 
£270, £lfi DF. £11 gQ CSF- £2112. g 
4^1.EQUm^QArajf«(jaAoty?25-l;l 
2. Fountain Bid 5-2. 3. Musical Sttag 7-4 
fav. 5 rwL 5. a (D OBnan. TonfaWgBl fate 
£3100; £320 £250 OF. £2050 CSF: £7303. 
Ptacepob £3630 Ouadpot- taJO. 

Place 6: E51B8. Place 5: £3034 

SOUTHWELL 

Going. Standard 

120: 1. BRANDON MAGIC (P data) 
12-1: 2. Eastleigh 50-1; a KOermy Jazz ■ 
5-» fav. a ran. V/.. 17 .., (D Nnhofel fate 
C9KJ; C190, £370 Clfi DF £Mft9Q CSF. 
£41373 

150: 1. ZAMA (R Pnce) 2-1 fav. 2 . Arthur* 
Kingdom 9-2: a Brando Deo ft -4 14 ran. 

2. vh y Pearcei fate C 310 . cm evao 
£120 DF: £1600. CSF. CBS? 

2JTO: 1. MOON RAKING (J Su«yje) M. 2. 
Rmabo Wrtaa, 4.5 few; 3. Awoawne ven- 
ture 12-1 9 ran. 2. nto (T EthL-rtorttonl fan: 
raoa caoo Clio, taro of- re 50 csf 

0187 

2 - s * 1- RAYWAREBOY (J Quami II -t fav: 

2 . James Dee 11 - 1 ; a . Bamboo Garden d - 1 
9 ran* 1 A (D Shawl Tbte Casa £150 ftfi 

C290 OF 1X830 CSF: C3U72 Tncatt 
tt&CS? NR- Brwby. m 

3 Jib: 1 . TOm TUN (T Wfkamsj «■»; 2, Euro ' 
v ° ntuire 9-i; a Oekor fri; 4 . fakhUd M 
« ran. 4-1 tav PtrcrtBiQ. M.. .* \Uksa J 
Craae) Tote: CTfi. ctBO. C-J 3 Q CUD 
DF: caaao CSF. E 5370 Trkact: £33411 
1. PICKENS (Mm Tinkler) 54 fcw. 2. 
JOMph'e Wiiw 4 - 1 . a Brectuna Um 8-1 
IB ran. f«. 3 (Oai Ehnco Ireuaj fate: £360. 
CUO £2.70 £340 DF- £7® CSF. aft? 

*20: 1. OVER TO YOU (0 Prnra) S t. 2. 
™* lhalw, a | f & 1 : 3. No Shoes No New* 
it fav a ran. 2 -t ji iw p jfaa fith) V-.2L 
(T Barron) fate: JhUiO; c?9a CiSft £110 
DF: KS20 CSF 1 C4GV1 TncasL £0137 

WwwfoCttooouedpofcGTO 

™MftEl304Phea5:tt^ 
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PUNTERS' GUIDE 


s * 


— e form er top jump iorkpy 
Steve Smith Eccles an^jy S 0 g 
toda/s Sandown Hurdle 


Kerawk Has not sparkled at all 
tins season. 

Rainbow Frontier; The Pine 
second string has each-way cre- 
dentials after finishing third to 
Vfdy Rebecca at Cheltenham, 
^pme Panther: Winner of three 
of his four races this season and 

ran well in defeat behind Lady 
Rebecca at Cheltenham. Could 
make the frame. 

Engs Measure: Stable is in and 

out of form but this fellow could 

run a big race if he is on song. 

Moondigua: Won in a ha/* can- 
ter at Warwick and well backed 
all week. His weight looks a win- 
ning one. 

Three Fhrthings: Won on sea- 
sonal debut at Wincanton and can 
improve. Sure to be thereabouts 
at the death. 

World Express: Very disap- 
pointing last tune and needs to 
improve d ramatica lly. 



Teaatrah Won well last time on 
heavy ground at Kempton but 
may stru^e with a Gib penalty. 
Out Ranking: Put to his piaoe re- 
cently despite winning five eariy- 
season races. 

Melody Maid: Came good over 
three miles at Kempton last 
hme, so this stiff two mflfis six fiff- 
longs wfll suit hen Needs to run 
the race of her life to win. 

Just Nip: Won last ti my out but 
looks to be outclassed. 

Globe Runner: Consistent sort 
but simply outclassed. 

Mdnfroe: Not likely to trouble the 
judge. 

CONCLUSION: Martin Pipe is 
a past master in big han^rap! 
and the highly progressive 
MOONDIGUA looks home and 
hose d. Jim Old's Three Ear- 
things is coming to the boat at toe 
right time and can give my se- 
lection most to do. 


UTTOXETER 

12*45: EXECUTIVE KING has 
already won four times this sea- 
son and should have the 
and experience to give weight to 
some promising yo ung rivals. 
Among these is Smarty, who 
looked a young chaser to follow 
with victories at Warwick and 
Leicester. 

CUJ 

1-15: Pea lings has had three 
hard races in succession but all 
were against decent opposition 
and this game grey holds his 
form weH Saleel seemed to find 
3mif too far last time and is 
sure to plg y a bigger hand today. 
But CHURCHTOWN GLEN 
can regain the winning thread 
on this front-runners’ track. 
Steve Brookshaw believes this 
six-year-old stfil has improve- 
ment in him. 

□CD 

1.45: Welsh Grand National win- 
ner Kendal Cavalier renews 
rivalry with the runner-up, Fid- 
dling The Facts, who will sure- 
ly gain her revenge if she jumps 
soundly. They may both play 
second fiddle to impressive 
Peter Marsh winner GENER- 
AL WOLFE, who can defy an 
8lb rise in the weights following 
that victory. 

SANDOWN 

3.05: Knrakka has made a high- 
ly impressive start to his chas- 
ing career, but the value lies 
with RIVER DAWN, who wifi be 
suited by the move down in trip 
alter his slog through the mud 
behind Collier Bay at Hqydock. 
The front-running New Zealan- 
der NO RETREAT should last 
longer than at Newcastle three 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


weeks ago when he returned 
home with ‘a dirty nose’. 
□CD 

3-35: KING LUCIFER was 
untroubled to surge 8 lengths 
dear of Executive King on the 
run-in at Kempton last month 
and is expected to reverse plac- 
ings from his meeting with Tor- 
duff Express and CaUsoe Bay 
at Ascot in December 

□CD 

4.10: One of the most competi- 
tive handicaps so for this season 
can fell to BINGS MEASURE, 
whose win over 2m last time 
was particularly eye-catching 
given that today's trip should 
suit him so much better There 
are plenty of obvious dangers, 
notably toe easy Warwick scor- 
er Moondigua, and a less obvi- 
ous one in bottom-weight 
Montroe, who scored twice at 
this track last season. 

□CD 

4.40: There have to be doubts 
about whether the highly- 
regarded Deep Water will be at 
his best today. Last year's "to* 
ner Master Beveled presents 
few worries on that score, but 
his best may not be good 
enough to cope with MID- 
NIGHT LEGEND, who bred 
as well as could have been 
against far stronger 
opporatian on his first two stmts 
this season, his first since a 
return from stallion duties. 


10-YEAR-TALE ON THE SANDOWN HURDLE 


1988 90 

91 92 93 

94 

95 

98 

97 

98 

Feteof ttw tavowltee: 3-5 A 

4 B 1 

7 

i 

P 

2 

8 

Wlmer'e place In betting: 0 A 

0 □ 1 

0 

i 

3 

2 

D 

Starting-prices: 20-1 A 

8-1 33-1 7-2 

B-1 

3-1 

B-1 

7-2 

18-1 

VMrtnere' we/gftM: IDS A 

100 BO Hi 

an 

no 

TV 

1012 

na 

Winners' ages; a A 

5 5 B 

9 

7 

9 

6 

8 

Prafft or loss to Cl staka: Favourites -£050 Second Favourites -£450 

Percontage of srtnnore placed lit, 2nd or 3rd to last race: 56% 

Stwrteal-pricad winner Mracfe Man (1995) B-1 


*A ■» 

abandoned 

Longest-priced winner Black Sapphire (M92) 33-1 

■fep train or: J FifcGerald (3) - Speaal Vintage (19QQ, Trabglol («B3 & 1996) 
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SANDOWN 


1^5 Kasid 
1^5 Edredon Bleu 
2J30 Door lb Door 
3.05 River Dawn 


HYPERION 

3.35 King Lucifer 
4.10 Kings Measure 
4^K) Midnight Legend 


GOING: Chase comae - Good; rtmto coma - Good to Soft (Good r ^AcesV 

■ ngW-hand come: seven testing fences along beck straight; iun-in of 300yda. 

■ Courao is on A307. 4pSoi Kingston. Esher Station (service <n*n London, Warertoo) 
aCloins course. ADIBSSiON: Club £17, Junior CM) (17 - 2iyre) CM; Grandstand & Rad* 
dock £12: Park enclosure es. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; 0 Nkttotoon 20-96 pu%), j OM 17*50 (34%). N Hender- 
son VJ-96 (HS%L P Hobba 13*51 (25tobL J Gfflord 13-120 (10 BV). 

m LEAMNO JOCKEYS: R Dramoodr 31-W p»J. A P McCoy W A Ikgnk* 

17-07 (19596). J Osborne ■&«) (1BS%t H A Ftegerald 14-112 (C2S%t 

■ FAVOURITES: TT7-341 (343%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Globe Runner fUO) travels 297 irikra. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Tammy Carton (vborecL 1 2$, Broganler (230). 


3,051 sauyisi® NOVICE CHASE (aadel) (CLASS 
1 A) £35,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Value 

6-BQ BAHKAVE»HE(24)(SDHBiBmjUPanBnefl6 .TJUufpby 

bbckemaM^eennpbclianiond 

01 FW BETTER OFFER (7) (D) (Sir Enc Pariw) l*fi A PhibB 7 T 1 G .CWudt 

fofroto. nnatams «i redcap 

UOOU QUTTERDQ pt) (D) (BCD SBeb Ltd) FEaareBIl 6 RTHomm 

l&i tAK oxl "nthSe Ur* t±j> dwtrs xx! gp 

f22®HWRPRESS(411)(D)(ttsJaaiL^ii)Pfi\i(ato71lfi JOstnna 

aneaUgteflgri jsycSaOoto. amgabtyBfln^bpuK, ipmuyf cap 

3WQ !®W0FSRWA(<9flfl(MrefidBnlT«) JPararaneilB— -.^.JIJolinMn 


-j 251 RIPIEY HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 4Y0 2 m 11 0 yds 
- I Penalty Vtfue £3,388 


00 BROO«SE(7T)(HUCaraon]RO«3n 71 o_.. 

0 TOUUY CARSON (71) (DGHftnnBBiWD Bamrlh 11 0. 


.-JIAfaem 

..PHoflayV 


FM ZAP4TEADO (38) (U Andw A l*s J Bmodua) N TWstaj-Owea h 0 CLbvrtlTn 

B3S UOTHgS tffiLP (3t^ (D) (SettabmC a ru xj iaiaLltO D Wtera M 13 R Jobwon 

HOBART JUNCTION (R1 5) (GB* Wr&fwji) J DeGfea t)t) GBradby 

KASH) (F1 17) (CLSftifpon&MsP A9kxgaon}Clhm 10 V Jl 


RIVER BEAT (PlM) (Qangnnod Sabs & ItarteOng) K Buta D ®_ 

4 MAGNI MOMBtTt (20) (Mas Sum date) J SMooratlB 

-Si 


-APUcCof 

_*( 


STUNG: 2-1 Mothers Help, 3-1 Tbramjr Canon, 4-1 Rb«r Baal 6-1 Kasid, Hobart JuncSoo. &-1 
Tnpibifn, Uagsl llameoB, 66-1 Breotaris. 

USB: Oty Hal 4 n B N IMamion 7-2 |W3 V MrQ V i«i 

FORM VERDICT 

An ondtary race in which Mothers Help, seemingly well exposed since her Wind- 
ear debus win, sets the standard. She vras rated siptiicarrily Interior to RIVER BEAT 
on the Rat and a the loner takas to this game, he wa be the one 10 bom. 


R 55 } ELM BRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £12,000 
L / . r ..I added 2m Penalty Value &L005 

1 1F-4C EDREDON BLEU (HQ (63) (CD) (BF) Um Laris} Ifcs H Kn0t 7 V. 0.„. A P McCoy 

2 32-353 UANDYS UAHTIHO (B3) (D) (Jrtu PtadWO) J GffcRj 9 It 6 PMda 

3 01-281 HURRICANE LAH> (2S) (CD) [& Ha F C VlWdi) D Uchcfccn 8 1) Tbonkm 

4 U3P-32 ANABRANCH (7) (D) (Us M Bartw) J Jaffereon B « 2 RJotamn 

-4didand- 

BETT1NQ: 7-4 Mandya Kaidho, 9-4 Edradon Bton, 3-1 Hunfcm Lamp, 7-2 Anaboncb 
«9B: Bg Mbk V V. 0 M A FtogoraW P2 (N Hwdsraji) « rvi 

FORM VERDICT 

A tednsttng contest but one n which it is hard to be dogmatic about the outcome 
with al fcur hoUng Bw chences The top tw> in the mghts hold the strangest dafens. 
with MANDYS MANTINo entitled to reverse December farm over course end dis- 
tance with Edredon Bleu on todeyta terms, though the lactthat the tatter has not 
necesssity stopped Improving yet does complcate matters. 


G 33-111 KURAKXA (28) (CD) Itts U C Swaney) J Gdtad 6 ii 6 RDumoody 

enas. redttx /nqpadcap 

7 -F3MP NATNEPWYffl(2^(BR(NchQtoCocpaf) Afbtvarne. . .LAspefl 

/iBOtoinAM'ffinfefi.OMmdcqp 

8 KTtQ NO RETREAT (Nq (21) (D)(BF)(U\VS AN Mams) SBreoksiw 611 6__WUanon 

9 D4PS RIVER DAWN (17) (Up ta nd B a al sfc rt) S Siyvood 7 n 6. - GBnUay 

iBfal bko, tMo Hat vhm atari an reyat tto stems and cap 

D 34PP3 WELSH HARVEST (14) Rfetahre Canporisrt: La) D Vflfemi 7TB EByma 

iqpV M« ooa baft; *hm sleeves. nr/B) Mue axis, emerald grew and iDta,' bbe hopped cap 
•lOdscfued- 

BETTWO: 133 Kieakko, tM No Ratrset, 4-1 Hob Express, 7-1 King Ol Sparta, 10-1 mwr Dawn, 

1M Bank Anna, 1M Batut Mat, 2S-1 NNNe Ptaysc. 40-1 otlm 

WB: Jtek Ckyte 7 Tt 6 C Llwrfyn M (N TwstprhCares) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Benk Avenue: Won Charisma Gold Cup at Kempton and far tfvd to King Lucifer 
over same 3m C&D three months later. Ttw drop to 2m4f e unficely to suit 
Better Offer UsefJ 2nvn farm m nonce hwcses last term Navei-dangerous last of 
5 fe Grade 2 al Sandown can. good] on chasng debut Saddfe sipped tnest 
Gutteridge: Made bnght start Id his chasing career in the autwm ttvd wm coming 
twr belaw-lgcm Hfe Song at Punchestown (2nvW. heavy! Dbappomtng snce 
Hoh Express: Has dcra wel owr fences, wmraig at Hereford C2m3l good) and Kemp- 
ton (2m5t heavy), n latter getting the bettor of sole rival Fanfaron late on 
King Of Sparta: 7 chase wns a around Utis tnp. retiring by V.- length from Scotia 
Nostra at Cheltenham (good u> soft) m Decembec fteady excuses last tone 
Kurakka: Strapping 6yo, utixeten In three chase& Beat Strong RaiaOn 13 lengths 
at Ascot <an3t good w soft) and Act In rme a lengths over the CSC (soft) 

Nettie Pteysnlfery promi si ng last term but cfeapporang n nowoe chases. 5V- lengths 
fourth to Mppar Reed at Newbury (2mH soft) but poor effort next wne 
No Retreat: Sound-Jumpng front-runner Oear-Cut winner fret two starts m Bntam 
before ffl, lengths Herd of S u Bobby Grant n Grade 2 at Newcastle (2m4t heavy) 
River Dawn: Beaten y> length by Village King at Cheltenham (2m4l good to ccft). 4 
lengths by Gofer Bay at Hun c ngdon (3m, heavy) 3 months laser. Promi s ing 
Welsh Harvest Poor term In points. None *i four starts tna season under rules 
VERDICT: A Ire renewal of this Grade 1 novice chase KURAKKA and Hah Ex- 
prasa have the best term credentials, with the fermei s huge supononty (odmmed- 
ly with leadng rivals laftng after junping errors) on ha last two starts earning him 
the selection. Howevec No Retreat left almost as good an repression on ha frst 
two starts and may weD find the fester (yound today in fas favoix King Of Sparta 
is another whose form is not far behind the pnnctpate. while Better Offer and River 
DMm both have scope for marked Improvement. 


3.35 


2.30 


FEBRUARY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
2m 6 f Penalty Value £3,664 

(BCD PHAR LBS HASSLE (38) (The Snipe Blgtari) T ttQnsn 7 E 1 __C Unrrsy (7) 

FB2&-1 DUAL OR BUST p38) ( Vfed^Aueia PBrVmnip) J JeridreBII 5 DGNtaghor 

06-UP HOLBORN HU. (57) (j E Brown) C Mui 7 11 S Jl 


~R Johnson 


&3Q MBSaiROADpqjMsL FtokflDItfcfrtonrnS 

43000 BROGAMER (29) Ofctien l*s J FYman 7 11 0 JOttomeB 

60322 DOOR TO DOOR (71) (B^ (Uptanta BtoodstnA) S Swvmod 7 11 0. GBtadhy 

31 NO BTIGRI [FR) (73) (ATA Wdas) T CassyTtl D TJHupty 

131-U4 GAREUSON (H3) (IQ (K Ms Omk Andosoi) Mss H KnlglBB 11 0 JCJktfy 

SSUG2 MASK CSKLE pq (BF) (TBsriaU&WBRMri) NltandBSxi 711 0-JRXmnagh 

4/ OUtNENO(NZ)(72l){MDenkxi) AHobbi7nO WMamton 

S3 SHVBI IKMD6I (USA) (14) (Odyssey (being) N TMot-Oms 5 11 0 — C Ltowetyn 

2P« TOWS1STRffir(4ei)(fcfctBd JackscnaoottixJtUfl JQHcrtSh 0 J>Wds 

SO YEOMAN 0FT>£ GUARD (42) (IteHestiterAfeBi^RHoseBil 0. LAspel 

-ISdaoisrsd- 

BEniNG: OOMagic Clrcto,iM DHr'fa Don 6-1 PtaLassHasato, RuneO Road, 7-1 low Street, 

B-1 Dul Or Bust, Hofeom HB, in offtors 

U9B: Good Lnd lAfttys B 11 5 R Dunwoody 7-2 (P HobM) 7 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

The tour Royal &SuiAlance Hurefla nominees- Russall Road, Door 1b Door, Magic 
Cbda and TOWER STREET - are eayectad to do mina te an open race. The fret 
two are proven stayers, and a tniy-nn nice seems Etsly with one of them (DoorTb 
Door) and Phar Less Hassle suited by farting tactica The step tip n cSstsnca la 
eipecMd to suil Ibwer Street, vtto has the edge ovar Msgic Qrcto if a tarmtiathrouefi 
Subtle btikiencaandUnwihlciBiaiBbte 


AGFA DIAMOND UMITED HANDICAP CHASE Kn 
(Grade 2) (A) £30,000 3m 110yds £18,138 KUl 

1 P6U4-5 NAKTHEN LAO (V4) (D) {J Start Mb J Ptinan Oil 12 RDonwoodyB 

■rtte. (tad saz; wtae zicats. ueck cap 

2 33-523 GALLJSOE BAY (26) (C) (R Vteien) □ Sherwood 10 11 it JOstnme 

ebrt bt« emetakf pun data, oto* Hub skews, dvf bto cap erooW green star 

3 21/331 KMG LUCffER (24) (D) (Ms A J Dans) D Nchoson X Tl B RTbontien 

mvnon and nyui htM (ijuartBrar/!, rvy& w»- sJt-evcs and cup 

4 252*4 RNE THYNE (36) (EQ (Mar Werprd) IPs A Pentfl U 11 9 C Mauds 

pUidatbkJBhoopc 

5 1-120 TORDUFF EXPRESS (40) (CO) (Two PtB Tsoi PMt#B»s8Tl9 A P McCoy 

orange and yellow tfemondt stiped stows, yeto* cap otange Diamond 

6 321-11 CLEVER REMARK (64) (D) (Urs Jan ^nOil J Ckl O D 5 TJUixphy 

affe btadr spots; bbek stems ante spoe 
-BdacMiad- 

BETT1NG: 3-1 TbnUR Express, 10-3 King Lucifer, Fine Tbyne, 5-1 Clewar Remark, 

11-2 CaHaoa Bay, 12-1 Ntotihen Lad 

MB: Court Melody W » 5 C Uuds 0-1 (P Nchdk) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Nahthen Lad: Several lack-lustre performances tost term but was also kxaHi ii Ihe 
Scottish National Reasonable return In Grade 2 at Haydock two weeks ego 
CaJBsoa Bay: Good thrtf to EixSpu hers fotr weeks aga but the way in which he 
rated Iran 2 out suggested that vtro shorter up today wffl be against hsn 
IQng Lucifer: Promtee sfter long lay-aM fca two starts. Smooth 8-fength winner from 
Executive King in ftxs-runner race at Kempton (3m. heavy! Bfa higher here 
Ftaa Tbyne: Second n the Wluttasad here (3m5t good to soft) to Apr! ib lower 
today after ptfed up iilheHemassy and prontissig fotstii at Cheltenham (2m5f) 
Tbnkiff Express: 8b higher than lor wm at Ascot (3m, goad to soft) by B tongl l w 
framCafeoe Bay and KktgLucHet, both of whom have run better twice Disappointing 
In the Walsh National P days later. Wciid be suited by a stamfea last 
Clewar Remark: Claar-cuf wiwer upped to 3m m handcape last 3 starts, from RoyaJ 
Barge at Exatsr (good) on latest 8fa hlghac Looks strong on stamina 

VERDICT: Whitbread runnur-up FINE THYNE has bean (tapped to an tetractiva 
mark and the ground and trip today should suit hsn id only. This may prove an in- 
adeqLBte stamkia test lor TbitUI Express, Caillsoe Bay and Clewer Remark, and 
King Ludter lodts the chief danget 


' SANDOWN HANDICAP HURDLE (Grade 3) |3| 

(A) £45,000 added 2m 6 f Penalty Value E26,8Q0Kfefl 

1 20-344 KERAWI(40)(l«Ai(lwSliBJBnatfuajN'1isSDhOai3«6ll 10 CLMmttpi 

2 1F21-3 RAJIB(WHIOinraW(CSwDSinBi)Uf^»S114 RDunwoofly 

enwrakfgresn. fttlwspo* steses, paptecap 

3 1-110 ALPINEPANTHERpq(PDSa«l*sMRB«By60D _PNhen 

iTB>BOfi,^bteibiMB;li9Nbtee^itnioontt3rix»xf 

4 01-41 /aw»MEASURE(33)mU»toME^Dabd«lJJdteScn6tl5 RGtw 

^N andtfrt trim deck figtegreon stara endup 

5 1PVM MOOWS0UApmp)(G£f*nSiBpRacng'n UPper 04 APUcCoy 

C 5112-1 TW££ FARTHWGS |4Z) (0) (1*5 Joan BntBni J C« 9 T! 2 . . TJ Murphy 

nya/otac/na*B3axf rad hoops, n*»cap 

7 SClfi WRLD EXPRESS (IS) (BF) [The Drags: Partr«T?hp) B R Wlrran 9 O ; . □ Saber 
tei bheksan, rafsteeiw 

6 2-0131 TEAAIHAL (M) (Bemad Gowr Tradng Ltd) C Egentn 5 02 pm DGstoghteB 

Dtxk .ml ntts daman* ttorxw in Ana 

9 11106 OUT RAHKWG fH) (61) (Bf) (KngW Padm?hpl U Fpe 7 B 1 MFoster 

taxmtedyefltear^yeftM'dBens. MtwennieBBnditeTOidai jtitavesp 

t) iP-331 IMLOOY MAID (43) (D) (R ftnth B GWWsl N Htedera 700. . JRKwnsgft 
uygr {V,y agm Wi« jrmtaF. 6gfS bleep 

11 4-TJfl JJ5T WP P7) (D) (B Seal DIM Evans) 1*5 L Hchards 6 YJ 0 JOsbome 

oM ite and craratf gnwn cbai* chrt trie stores, naamap 

G -43321 GIDBERUNNER (39) (GS,PBBftel3U»Engne«mgl JjOrWifi DO LCoop«r(7) 

T3 1-5062 MONTROE (31) IC)(D) (Mss MencTEAiell R FkxH 7 fi 0 CMete 

ywAiw. gieen Hryjedsfcnw. yeKwap 

Miranun eegft 1 0B. Tme tonSap we&£- GIotoSnierSBf 13®, IWnWeSstsa 

BETTING: 2-1 MoonUgiix, 92 Kings Measure, 51 TtaxtrsL Three FartHngs. 51 Alpine PscOik. 

Matody IWd. TO-1 OJob« Rums, 25-1 often 

S98- Biektnee Boy fl ft 3 N Wfannon t&t (D Nchobor) M ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Kerewt fifth n the Champion Hurtte, one of several aiceiam eftbrts rt S97 38 Betav 
form the season, ewer 3m on reappearance and 3m [Grade II latest Stan 
Rainbow Frontier: Leadng 97/08 juvenfe term ShaUd stay beyond 2m. but beat- 
en 31 lengths behnd Lady Rebecca or Cheltenham n December on 1<ra: anempr 
Alpfaia Panther: Progressivo. wsvWtg four on the trot (from 2m4f to 3m. good ro soft) 
before Lady Rebecca put hre In l«s place at Cheltenham. Should run wea 
Kings Measure: Rafed when forth over 2mSf at Kempton (2m5l soft) 74engft 
wi (BK> higher here) over 2m el wemerby showed he e, Irmly on the upgrade 
Moondigua: Trarted by Allan OBrten test term. Wef backed and much reproued 
when bete wavier of 7 -runner handicap or nranMA (Znwt heav vl on firs; run far 
Martn Pipe 12b bgher and on taster ground, but OS very much mo one ro out 
Three Farthings: Vastly reproved ana has won three of Iasi tow sorts laws: By 
length from Papa KharKma at Wrtcanton (2m6t heavy) Looks a stayer 
World Express: Easy wroerai Kempton i3n5l sqfn n December Holds Kings Mea- 
sure on that farm but In marked contrast to that rival ran body next hmo 
Tmatrek Goes well m the mud. winning VJ-runnor race al Kempton £m5ri last time 
by 20 lengths. 6b rise for that looks Icmam Looked nan-stayer over 2m7t 
Out Ranking: Scored earty-season five-timer in imcompetinveaftaira but then guca 
tiwd to valuable race here pm, pooch Best term trom-nwnrg at abac 2m 
Melody Maid: Thrd of B after forcaig nde over C&D igoodl n December 3- length 
vnrvwr at Kempton (3m. heavy), and is capable ol more success oH ho new mark 
Just Nip: Wan at Ptumpten {2m4l good to firm] and Fontwel heavy ) this term 

Stiff task with penalty: and hold by Melody Maid on December C&D <=rm 
Globa Runner Favourite, won 5-runner race at Haydock (2nvU soft) last tine by 9 
lengths. Al previous form suggests he wd 3truggto to *r oil tvs new mail, 

Montroe: Twee 2m4( wrner here before takrtg handicap at Cheltenham (Crr.5! soft: 
by W lengths 5X> higher mark is harsh only an the term's modest efforts 

VERDICT: T«s looks a bghfy competitive handicap, one rtfeater bong seven 
la&t-bme-oul winners, five of those bang Impressive lasi-inw-ouf wmers, Lias! im- 
presswe of the let was Moondigua, who coUd oasiy stfl ba tivown xi ol these wegH& 
but today's far more competitive race s on faster ground and ha adds look short cn 
vote. The progressive Three Farthing t may need furthor but Alpine Panther. Kings 
Measure. Tbaatrel and Melody Maid are an gi&affy lespectea Ono that ctuta go 
dose at a much longer price, however, b MONTROE. who has a good record a: 
Sandown and whose position 5fc out of the hareScap doos not look nearly so harsh 
on last seasons farm 


4.40 



AGFA HURDLE (CLASS B) £12,000 added 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £8,208 

1 /440-1 JUYU5H (USA) (7Q (CD) [WE Stilt) JOUTtl O 

cart blue and K>to cfiedL oto* due feares. elite cap Art tite tor 

2 2-2321 MASTER BEVBED (14) (CD) (Ms EJVOariGlP Evans 911 O 

dart Okie, pM sac dM due stewi p»* sea pml csp. d&r* bte sar 

3 1C1- DEEP WA1BI (USA) plO)(D) (The County Set} MHanroid 5115— . 

note, red seams, ratfsteies. nfife armfet. redcap 

4 TKPS WAKEEL (USA) (40) (D) (M Owoush) M fitinai 7 ft 0 JOxtiortw 

block. pM epsutota hated Steves, oped rap 

5 m/33 MIDMGHT LEGEND (56) (D) (Mis H J Qxte) D NCtutOfl 8 V 9 RJohmon 

titek find nftte tepos. etnerak/ green and whsa stipedtteres 
-Sdseteed- 

ffiTTIHG: 13-6 Master Beveled, 9-4 Deep Water, 4-1 Joytah, tubdnight Legend. 14-1 Waked 

896: Master Beveled B B 9 A P McCoy 12-1 (P Evans) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Juytiale Ifery cfisappasiting test temi 10-L came from betend to wvi Grade 2 at Ascot 
(2rn4t, good to soft) on return by fi lengths from Tirnpote and Castle Sweep 
Master Beveled: 12-t winner of this In 199& but a repeat wn world be no sixpnse 
after his defeat of Wahfea Sends by length n Grade 2 at Haydock Cm soft) 

Deep YYeter Won Grade 2 at Airitree (an sc#t) in April by T1 lengths from Rainbow 
Frtmiier Mssed January 22 return when he was running a temperatixe 
Wafceah Much reproved, wming three times n the auknin. but that term stffl leaves 
Nm with stiff task n this company 33-1, last of 5 in Grade i at Kempton 
MldMghf Legend: Back after season at stud TJ lengths Hard to Date Star at New- 
castia end 9h lengths tied to Relkeel at Chattanham both races Grade 2 
VERDICT: Northern chalanger Deep water is being aimed at tha Champion Hur- 
de but his stable has been bady out of form and he is best watched today. Mld- 
idght Legend has a sold f orm chancy but proven effectiveness al this btek end 
current wel-being sovi vkly d eiixx m b ated at Haydock two weeks agg sway the ar- 
gument In tavou' of MASTER BEVELED. 


UTTOXETER 


HYPERION 

12.45 Executive King 2-50 Connor MacLeod 
1.15 Churchtown Glen (nb) 325 Hurst Flyer 
1-45 General Wolfe 3^5 Brilliant Star 

2 J 20 SCRAHAN CROSS (nap) 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft in ptacea). 

■ Left-hand crxxee. Run-in of 170yds. 

■ Ccxxss Is SE of town near BSD1ZUnai8BrEtefian(D6rby-Cieweina)adair>s couse. ADMK- 
SION: CU> E6 (OAP* CO); 'Utereste DO (OAFS E7); Conti* of cause ES CAR PARK: Fhte. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 34-121 £8.1%). D Nicholson 23-102 (225%). K Bai- 
ley 20-107 (187%), S Brookshaw 19-93 (204%). O Sherwood 1800 (30%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 33-120 £75%) N WBIfaunxon 23-121 (9%) R 
Dunwoody 22-TT2 (I8B%) R Johnson 21-BO (14%) A Msgube 16-73 (219%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 258-689 (374%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Vltetah SHk (U5), Stewarts Pride (250) 


12.45 


PERTEMPS RECRUITMENT PARTNERSHIP 
NOVICE H’CAP CHASE (C) £20,000 3m 2f 


BBC1 


1 -1U31P ARDBCSCOUTtZS) (RMaish. MraAStani)MniS5iikli7Tl U — Ur J Cmutey (5) 

wtta, Utck earn, name shews, neun sorfeftto hoopedcap 

2 O-ta KMGHTTBHSAR (6(5 (D) (Hebert Ogden) PNttols 6 II 9 RDuneoady 

bsim andpM cfisc^ nftte etevre 

3 5-5321 PADARA (19) (D) (Borard HahSMy) D Nchobon 7 11 B AUagdra 

Mar*- red stews. QUMmdCSp 

4 irno EXECUTIVE IQHG (2Q (G A hUrbad) G Hcbad 6 tl 9 JTteart 

emerald m arfte ate«L emerad gean sraf nM» cfieck cap 

5 202IC SCOTTON GREEN (23) (D) (Scodcn Dev*pmarts LW1 T Easterly B Tl 8 — R Garrtty 

Sght Mn and yefcw cfiBncrxta yetew stews and cap 

8 eU03 Sf«JRE FfiflTY (G) |BF) (Urr J Maid) M TfeawteviBS 7 tl 4 JGaJdaMnft 

aoraaldgK£n.Hftte Bara, emerald green cap whteflar 

7 OOUtl TOWSR1VER(14) (P)(JemmP»inflfBhp)MsURB«dey7 01l...MrADempeeyCT 
arffenwtjon cress bate, eftte and oaraiariwfsfeeiw. ememdgram endrad/ioqpBdCAp 

8 -45F11 SMARTY (11) RJ) (MraT Broiw^ Mn J WrtiaieOB BFenhmB 

d^bte,p4*x^pte!tev8^rte*^aTOfcb.**titec^,phl( spas 

9 1ft AMKBUCXERS (29) (AM GrsaCrtx*) KBafey B159 KWHemsw 

dart triie. eftte sedi atipad stews, red tap 
-Bdedwed- 

BETTMB: 7-2 Smarts 4-1 Tbrak Rhec Antis Bucfcan, 132 KnlgM Tempi*; 7-T Eacuthe IQflBi 

Fadam, Section Ckwm, 1*-1 ollmi 

B96: Kbndal Gander 9 1) 7 D SsBer (5) B-1 (B Mtoen) C ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ardert Scout Showed sparkle over fences when rakr® novice chase at Watherby 
tssi December but seemed te hewn BmitaiionK imposed whan piled 141 before the 
lot behind smart Kadou Norertate h Grade 2 at sera track (3m it heavy) last month 
Knight Ttonpiar Has looked a ussfd recruit to chasinft finishing 31 second » the 
very useful Cfciton h between twe ea^r wins ntiie soft at Fortwel pm 21) On most 
recent offhesa he beat Drum Battle (easy winner snee), by 4 lengths 
p aefcva: Winning pointer, dsap dn ti ng under rotes urrtl, stepped 10 in trio, ran on 
wel to toko Plumpton pm It heavy) novice by B lengths Item Kingdom Of Shades 
Executive King: Respectable run n hendcap company whan B lengths second of 
4 to King Ludter at Kempton Dm, heavy) last time Previous NgMght of eaeeietii 
season was when beating Lord 01 The River in Grade 2 event at LhgfiekJ 
Scofton Gnm Canslsan*ches« winning tax' times In handcape and novice* hokls 
Ardent Scoot (2fti worse off) on Ns 14 langftsecondtoKadouNonantaisatVVbther- 
bv last tima Soft aound perlormer who stays 

Shore Party: Looks held by Knight Tbtrptar on a ine though Drum Baftte who beet 
Nm IS lengths into thW at Hereford (3m it good) last month. Carrieci peneky that 
rim for two aerlsr wins kt novice company 

Tbnrt Riven Impressive wmer of two chases at Cetterlck on the sdt (3m If) most 
racentiy a handicap where he finished powrtuly to beat Santa Jet 5 tagthe Has 
nantettoprvposltlonyrthutsanjprertnB _ _ 

Smarty: ft*w«dupeesywhdWarwWtovw1ocltv1i1r|jwftlia2i-lBngthhand- 
cap vtetory at Leicester (ten 7L soft) last weak Posdbly fUtered as market rival tel 

time out but stB looks on the upSF»*» i _ u _. 

Amrie Busbars: Eaqr pen vfirnar fi Ireland who hadeed up ki her fnt run lor new 
atattie when 274engftwnier of mmtf tmtoe at ibwcesarpmat, heavy) last month. 
VERDICT Tbra'a Wver codd be very smew on Ihe evidence ol two easy vk*> 
rtes, as couid Towcfister winner Aimte Suckers. Smerty is effl Si^jrovpp Bnd coiid 
go cloaa if recovered from hs Leicetatar win. However Jt may pay to sate vntil tfte 
proven experwnca of EXECUTTVE KING, who is having ar eoaatitonl aoaaon 


FORM GUIDE 

Getant Mobk \tery useftrl in Fianoe. hoe not reproduced that yet b two runs for M 
Pipe, most recently when eased to a wak behind Effectual b 3-rurewr handcap at 
Fontwel (2m 21 haevy) Should appreciate step ip h dtatance 
Sun Steter Nonmatyconsratenlhurder but^ teflon seasonal dBbut and lumped poot- 
ly^ when dstarti swth b vatjabb Nawtrury pm St good) handcap last tima Bast wfehed 
Freddie Mudc Former useful hunter (test victory Dec "9$ but new tong-dstance 
chaser. Mom recent effort was whan puted-up behnd Zaggy Lane at Ttexiton (3m 
3f[ heavy) after seven water tay-oft Today a probable confidence booster after poor 
chasing efforts 

Aboo Horn: Has not run since firUshbg down the field b SunAianca Novice hurde 
at Chotebem Festival Prevtously showed promise b hanS-tougpt matden wh at Hay- 
dock 

BxifltentE quI na ro e: Former usekihutder who spent last term novica chasing Matte 
reeectabte come ba ck when 2 *ft lengths third W Brave Tornado b a Cheltenham (3m. 
good 10 soft) hendcap last Decembac Reportedy auttared wind probtems last term 
Ch ur eftiMw n Glen: Bkndered at the tot when ifrtengths fifth to Eastar ftess b a 
Doncaster (2m 4( good to soft) handcap Previously won at Haydock (twice) and 
Stratford 

Peafinga: Ran up to his best when 20- lengths second to Tfeaanal at Haydock (2m 
St, soft) last month. He is 31b higher than when wtamg over ths track lost Decem- 
ber 

Ssfaei: Appeared not to stay on his handcap bow when a dstant sbclMo Blrkdate 
at Wfethertiy (3m It henry) test vreek. Better frjdgsd on two Barker novica victories 
Katas Charm: Wen a weak mares' nwrar very easly atUngfiekt (2m 3t heavy] last 
week, and had previously looked irtecfcy when third b a much better race at Cbep- 
stow. Sta improving, and coud be on a very lervera mark 
Lord Ybrtc Has not rui sbea finishing a promising fcxxth n a Huntingdon (2m 4t 
good to fhn) novice chan last year. Probably warming up for larger obstacles 
Handy Laas: Has looked r good form rhta year, espedaly when tekbg a LngftekJ 
handcap b December 

Wash SBc Fttted with Makers after a poor effort to be uded-off behind Atavistic ar 
Kempton (3m, heavy) last month, b with a shout on his previous run at Fbnfwsl 
VEBDICT: Katas Charm won very BflsSylastttne and could be a handicap snp. 
However, she meets nveh more experienced oppo si tion that she has previously en- 
countered. Robert Aher beta that Churdrtown Glen is capable of winning another 
race off hie current mark, and the Marin Pipe- trained Gatent Moaa cannot be dis- 
counted over Otis more sutabto trip SA l -E E L has excuses lor he test poor effort 
over unsuitable grouid and trip Hb goes wefi tor his amateur plat and looks vrel 
handcappecL 


2.20 


STANLEY RACING NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


O £10,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £7,003 

1 633-4P LEWSDON MANOR (19) (Rory IfcGtabj PnilWiber 811 D JAMcCtohy 

2 -41114 ARCnCCHANTBI(24 ) (BF) (Em V btey Fbci^) PHabbs 711 6 ^JlWIdgtrfS) 

3 005092 SCRAHAN CROSS (14) (Ms John Magrter) J J ONel 6 n 3— ...RMcGraft 

4 47BFF THEMALU (II) p)£ft«ntfR»ngFtannattp)T Georgs BUB TJsnks 

5 BP-G5 RHJCANDERdmMskbueenBurtieyf MsJfi&ronSDS JI Lrefty 

6 -COBS FORESHORE MAN (12) (JM G Promcfa» B Rnffwel8 104 AS Smith 

-Bdactered- 

BEmNG: W TVsmsIlL 4-1 Arctic CtiantK Screhan Cross, 5-1 RaDandHi 10-1 liw w d en Manor, 


S96: Catog WIU B ft 7 T J kkxphy M tw (P Nchofe) 9 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A warm Idle contest with Tremaftt possbly ahead of the handcapper and Arctic 
Chanter an Intere s ting newcomer to chasing, but SCRAHAN CROSS gats the vote 
on rfc good second at Haydock last time. 


2.50 


1.45 


9 


SINGER & FRIED LANDER NATIONAL TRIAL 17721 
HANDICAP CHASE (B) £55,000 3m 4f £31,7001^^31 

tei/4 LORD GYLLENE (HZ) (56) (C) (Startey W Qarte) S Bnxkshmt 11 It D A Dabbb 

ebrt gnat and wMe sttpea: Hack and wfrie Aped stoves 

/201-1 GENERAL WOLFE (14) (The Wimfl Lno) kfas V Wfere. tl h 9 NWOBanrson 

wMsi block warns, -ftte and yolmt hfttod sfeMt yBtew cqa 

PPF-32 FTOOUNG THE FACTS (40) (Mrs E Rdserte) N Henderson B D B MARzgaraM 

bbBfcradaaahqreflaretfctp 

1F40A OTTOWA (77) pO)(Pai K Barber) P NcfiQts 9 TO B JTttard 

tbfigraen xAteefteirori &xpBeni*»os. cU* peon and MAtecAecfi cap 

■BID- MJDAHH(37B) (SBho Grarnri) P lUtK B B 4 BPomI 

leAret emaraU gear sar on but/ and cap reflow tem: wart sreon saxa 

P1-2C IODAL CAVALE1 (20) (C) (Uchael VUbgfieb Du^ry) N Hawke 9 D4 B Fenton 

pbi bitofi cfHiron srb anabts. raariered cqa 

2R-502 HH OF PRAIS (38) (D) (M G SI Ouracn) 0 Stwvncd 9 10 2 J A McCarthy B 

pMendyBtewdarnondLjeftiwdseiesarxfcap 
0-433 FOREST WOHY (HZ) (40) (The OB r a re i a a Ramedy) D Mchobon 8 D OA Uegniie 
dak blue and leftw aripv. wftte steeuas and cep 
-SFTff ZAGGY LANE (T^(0(ETHfey)PRoiCad 7 100..^- — SBtmoqtl 


GUINNESS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £7,500 added 
3m 110 yds Penalty value £5,295 

1 1-28 BLTCaCS PALACE (63) (Bf) (PK Bartw and M J Kagteyl P Nchab fill 3. JTarart 

2 -0466 STEWARTS PRDE (21) (EQ (8 H Rtajft S BnckshavG n 3 - ADalrbbB 

3 iFtifl ANDYS BOTHDAY p) (D) (Jcfn Pcvtor ana Sons) Mss S Wton 8 B T3str N WBJy (7) 

4 603 COMIOR MACLEOD (IQ (Auteteur Engreetbgj MaJfitnanBBE.ilARzgerald 

5 0 BITEC LESTER (NZ) (73) (M L Damson) S BrooistBr BOB JbGLxkep) 

6 DOG S4FEHNO (40) (B R H Btrrwgh) hta J Ptrai 6 66 - .BPawM 

7 H-142 LADY OF GORT1ERRON (16) (DJ (W) fChetetam Ltd) N Ttbwes 7 B C TJsnks 

6 62060 LUGQSY (5b)|John Duggan) N TwatonOanes. 7 6 12 J Gektateln (5) 

9 434H4 ROSEY BOY (49) (Mss Panda Wfccn 6 Ifr M S IMbanI M Reran 6 O GL Corcoran (7) 

O 233/ SHALLAGAMBLE fTDO|) (Ms E M flerestard) Mss V Wtiems 9 ® C . .JfWBtaman 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Buckte Petess. 3-1 Stewarts Pride, 7-2 Lady Of Gortmerron, 7-1 Camor Macleod. 
10-1 Rosay Boy: 14-1 Inferno, StuBegarntdo, 16-1 otfrara 
696 l Drxn Befirero 6 Tl 3 W Mmun 2-1 (N Twsan-Davies) W ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Buck's Palace may have been feeing the effect of three rotatiwely qux*. races when 
rteappoenbg a Chepstow and has a batter chance here However, hes an unknown 
qmnuy on softer ground and preference B fix' LADY OF GORTMERRON. who stays 
reaBy wei on this surtace. 


3.25 


BBC1 


i 1C "! LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 

»» 10 1 £15.000 added 2m 6 f 110yds £10,796 

322232 GALANTB08S (FB) pi) |CM 1 BJARFBaBBhsml)MRpefiOO~G Supple® 
Mi M r ab gno g«rrfflMBrrfrert^tekdtf j»MM( fltBsaWfgaMBay 
SUN SURFGR pi) (87) (Q (The Ktai Ik Simon Ssbctuy) H Defy Tl 11 0 — SWym 

brata tae green stems, aripadcap 

oicrnEUiirirniairefU«rt‘MW»bBMNTweirvUhiinail « TJuia 


3WB 
3-65P FREDDEMUCK 
42V- 


pejp^MsCTiwfcnOa^ TJwfc* 

Wh*, atria Haem, reftwr cap 

ABOOHOM(32^ p) (KmmacfigMI^aSli B DoufaiM 

Mart royal blue OMa ndand aryeltiB dbbo 

B«l^EQUlNA»g(57?pywWfcon)NHant 


wftteart 

2 PPM BHfllJSff EQUNAHEpJJfiyir , 

dart bkA emarab great rttpi erreteed 
MRS CWJBOffDWN ttffl p^|jAC7)^Steig8f 

(q®A KtoScrtSS tbdL 


rtebobonefaewa. efttecap 
HandBraonSIl 7 MAFbgwaU 

— ■ 'cap 

6TJ0 ADotob 


-P202 PE ALMBp ^ (qjflA Hgatd 


JTbZHti 


aBjentteMsatoret. emenUgrBeiart wftiBcfwrtap 
2-1216 SALEB.(l^(DJ(YitortrtRicin(DlteLiit(rffflm710l) jytiRFbnMM(Q 



34-213 HANDY LASS ( 
5QGD tY&SH S8K 


J A McCarthy B 


UMm w e blr ffte- Sue handfeap weffic WWtffSAftd 13fa 

BETTBKiMltate* Charm, M Pvaflngi, SM, l»Lortntork.T-1 ChnUmsi Gtan,BitBaW 
GprtWM, M Gfete Moss, 10-1 Handy QOwn 

BBftRDyfeAn^BVttRJotswn7-iyiM^Bwi 


fight bbs. red oar* drfpad sfeeres art cop 
-S declared' 

Mtintn neght JOtt rn« handcap aogte' Forea hoysa 12fe Zaggy towBaasi 
BETTINQ: M Qwmrel Wolfe. M RdtSkig Ttw Facte. &-1 PcxeM hwy. 13-2 Kaxtei CmBar; 8-1 
Ottawa, 10-1 Lord Gytiene, 12-1 Wnr Of Piatee.jiO-1 often 
ttB&OttoeMa V6TJUjjby7-2(PNWcte) Wran 

FORM GUIDE 

Lord Gyftonac 1997 Grand National winner stfil has u umatHng to prom attar fWsh- 
hgtatodoffbehincJSuny Bay S Haydock (3m, soft) in December on hb comeback 
race 

Genenfi Yfitolfe: Made brBant debut for iwwatabtewtwi repeating wnbPetBr Marsh 
Chase a: H^dock (3m soft) last month Roen 8b for that effort but should atl run 

Fiddling The RutK Eftw-prone front-runner who ran a great race fo fWsh length 
second to Kendal Cpnflar (lb woree oft) in WMsh National at Chepstow (3m fit, 
soft) h December. Htoiid have won but lor poorjisrpa at the ta&t two fences 
Ottowe: IJBofiJ chaser who won tHs race last year. Best welched on mbs recant ef- 
fort When refuting at the util behind Earth &xnmt at Abtree (3m 3t good to soft) 
fo November 

Ntodahiin: Ccnsistent chaser who has won 13 races, tut not seen out since feiflft- 
hg ml-behfod b a handcap ftutfie at Ascot (3n\ soft) over a year ago 
Kendal CavaOer. Career best wb h Walsh National fdScmed a change of stsbia . 
May stS have been toeing affects at that run when taled-off next time behind Eu- 
dpe at Sandown (3m 5t soft) 

Him Of Prete« Fwourtte when thW fo thto race last year flftor a secjisnce of wins, 
l» has looted a eftfteuft rkfa Ran poorty h Wash National but better effort when 
bSnkered n be Itrard behind Baronet tt Cheltenham (im U good to sett) last month 
Forest Ivory: Fbfchod cwHaarad 7length&thfoJto Kandtf Cavdlte |4fo worse off) 
h the WWah National on M lea outing. Should run wel again today though unlikely 
to hm the pace to wfo. 

Zaggy Lane Runs to tttis h preference to apparently easier tadk b Novice ehasa. 
Has vwn amity three times this season, bcuCtog hoe, but stfl has stiff tart from 20to 

out of the handcap. 

VERDICT: THs Should be a very writing National trial tewwtog some fine chasers 
FMdHng The Feeta wotid surely hawe won the Wfeteh Natkaul if she had jumped 
fluently but she ®too error prone to be trusted wtih confidence. Kendal Cawafler 
h«J hb finest hour h fho aamo raca but wes dsappofothg today and. along with 
Rnreet Ivory, beta unfiksiy to hare the speed to total tfw owr b sfiefotiy shwter nip 
and on better ground. GEfiffiRAL WOLFE meets very dltterent corxUions to those 
he enetMitaed at Heydoeh, wfws he as a proven track specteSsL 


TATTERSALLS (IRELAND) EBF NOVICE CHASE 
(Qualfler) (CLASS D) £7^00 added mares 2m 4f 
Penalty Value £5,159 

t -5346 HURST FLYER (2f) (D) IF P ttrta^i} F ttxtagfi 7 ff 4 ADotitim 

2 -341 FF MSS PBWYWLL (23) (A Sadk) A Sadk G n 4 GuyLswtx(3) 

3 P4W4 PEARL'S CHOICE (26) (CO) [Dioce Sa Pannetibpl J McCnnocfw n niRMcGrarn 

4 /160- HECTWC AVENUE (293) (Ttr LBadbeatr) AJ Wfcai 7 k) 12 , . Mlcli*«l Brerman 

5 OOPUOO FAUSTNLUCELA0Y(14)(WJSrrtBi| WSmthDU C J Bokbtekr (5) 

6 35-022 JJST JASUNE Gl) (Mm E K Els) K Ecshap 7 1) 12 RGresne 

7 0O4M SUPStSAHTONp) (BSmwflB Smart? b C JSPteMS 

B 335/ SWEET REVEUDtON (1544) (Robarax And Son] M Pipe TO U C - AHaguks 

0 OPfKf TKffl«aW(tf)(8MraSRHopsJFRWtt6a'9«t2 - J A McCarthy 

-9dedsred- 

BETTMG: 11-4 Hunt Ryec 3-1 Just Jaandne. 5-1 Swei Revelation, Tiger Pens, 7-T Part's Choice. 
M Mbs Pennyhll. TO-1 Super Saffron. 14-1 others 
6S8CrtngkadGalB7llORJcln5a>iC-l (T George) fl ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A trappy mares' nonces' chase n wttich several warrant does scrutiny but notiuig 
mates strong appeal TIGER RAWS showed enough al Leicester to justify setect- 
ng, particutarfy as the stun 


3.55 


SPOT ON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £3,778 


Bi BRlLUAlIT STAR (NZ) (16) (D) (T G K Coretnicbon Ud) S Bnuldhter 7 ii C 5 Wynne 
P-a raCARDO (37) (D) (P 3 t Whotei and Mr acta Sto&i) J Pifnor S 71 C - D Luatiy 

DOMO ADtHPOUR(FB) (EdWbam*i) RltftnsJ«£l5li 5 Gary Lyons 

APPROVAMCE (ISA) (F139) (fend Manana) 0 Starwood 7 it $ „ - J A McCarthy 

23 DACHA (65) (HP) (Ms Meky Qiorrtras) Mss M Finland 7 n 5. BPowea 

QAIHiS (G£H) (F125) (The Vfirring Lre) fifes V Wtiams5 fl 5 *..N WUamon 

SOI&P BflNALLEYtlOIJMPPaftnKltolPnWdlOefenfi B Fenton 

& RASHIALICbrFUXA] (F123)(VteGsetHbussRacng)Mi5MReieley5 n 5A Dobbin 
5 IIOTErM)IHJJarw)MPanHn5TlS — LCorwran(7) 


MOVMG ARROW (fll2) (Three Coiniy)lksMRevEtoyBTi S... JfrADempray (3) 

PP WLK0FAN0SE(T7)(GAHjtfoanJ) GHUtardSfl S CHonou(7) 

DOS WILL SCARLET p6) [J K S CtEasvcffl J K Ciesswed 5 Tl 5 JJFomp) 

00 ROUMG RAICH (30) (DrlyFbols Hue Horsas) EAtaon a HO--.. LConn*e(3) 

OP ROSESHARPTO(F&lon)FCbionSTtO IfrCRse 

T1APIB(A (F63S) (S 'tabenw] T Donrutiy B it 0 — — MrR Aimson 

3 ELHJSnE(29){rDB*irtSWCby4l)9 RftnM 

-iBdsdand- 

BETnNG: 7-2 BrWant Star; 4-1 Onus, 5-1 Approwmct. 13-2 Ricardo, 7-1 Moving Arrow, B-1 Deeta, 
Mow, 16-1 others 

WM Red EstafeAll 2R Jofnten6-5tar(D NcMson) Qian 

FORM VERDICT 

Appravena and Damn are Weresthg recn«8 but hurtle experience counts fora 
good deal and both DACHA and Brintam Star took safer bets. 
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The Sweeper 


By Clive White and Nick Harris 


PA powerbrokers 
made in Sheffield 



THE LONDON mob, 
| VA Terry Venables and 
% W J Glenn Hoddle, have 
had their chance. Now 
it's the turn of the Sheffield 
mafia to take control at Lancaster 
Gate - and we're not just talking 
about Howard WHfeinsozL 

Apart from the FA’s technical di- 
rector and caretaker England 
coach, there are also the interna- 
tional co mmitte e m em h ers Geoff 
Thompson and Dave Richards, 
while completing the powerbro- 
kers’ quartet is David Davies, who 
has been standing in as chief ex- 
ecutive following the departure of 
Graham Kelly. Even two of the 
newly appointed coaches, Nigel 
Pearson and Nigel Spackman, are 
from Sheffield. 

Davies, who has hardly been out 
of the public eye during the recent 
Hoddle furore, is the most surpris- 
ing product of the Steel City, not 
least because he is a dyed-in-the- 
wool Manchester United fan. “TOsfl, 
he is from London,” as a colleague 
remarioed Davies bas not 
his roots, however and occasional- 
ly returns to Sheffield to lecture at 
the university in journalism. 

Sheffield used to be called the 
“Cradle of Football”. In fact 
Sheffield FC, an amateur club, 
claims to be the oldest dub in the 
world. So football is realty coming 
home. But for how long is another 
matter. 

Rather like the tenure of its two 
dubs, TOsdnesday and United, in the 
topflight, it may only be temporary. 
After all, Wilkinson is only acting 
coach, Thompson is onty acting FA 
rfiflirman and Davies is onty acting 
chief executive. 

® THE DISABLED have 
been in the spotlight 
the past week after 
Hoddle’s crass com- 
ments about them, but in 
the Northern Counties East League 
Darren Bonmngton goes about his 
business in die Maltby Main goal 
without fuss. One-handed saves 
are par for the course for Bonno, 
who was bom without a left hand 
and has just a little finger and a 
thumb. He has compensated for his 
disability so well that opponents 
don't even know that he has one. 
Steve Fleetwood, his manager, said: 
“I have known Bonno a long time 
and he's a great lad and an out- 
standing keeper andlbefieve be has 


the talent to play at a much higher 
level The fact that he has only one 
hand does not boffier him nor does 
it interfere with his goa lh eep ing He 
commands his area and comes and 
catches the crosses that are 
knocked into the penalty box bill ofc 
confidence.” Bonno even refrains 
from p unching the balL “I find it just 
as easy to take * ic catches,” he said. 
There areafew foreign keepers who 
could learn something from him. 


Extract from 3 Wohes song to the 
supporters of the Bagges . 
They come from San dwell, 
they have no use tor 
knowledge. 

They seek glory 
tor West Bromwich, 

•And that’s 

was ■ 

JHpaXdiri chat case we’ll havfe^ 

^■gngy said fine. 1 

:||p|3»b«n h\ ten seasons’ time 


Ship Sir Ja^ 


We waift ltaafiy about Che 
Doog*. 

Well, what else could I do? 

I said, -P— off J) 

Tune: P- lp's ‘Common Peopte’ 


® WBEN TIP* recently 
appointed Worcester 
City manager, Graham 
Allner; told his board he 
knew just the man to “get 
us out of jail” one hopes that he 
warned them that “first, though, we 
have to get him out qfjaaL” When 
Allner made Darren Steadman - 
whom he had signed 12 years ear- 
lier when manager of Kiddermin- 
ster Hamers - bis first signing the 
only problem was that Steadman 
was serving a two-year sentence 
with one year suspended for a 
£70,000 mortgage and wine bar 
swindle. The authorities at Hewell 
Grange Prison, near Redditcb, how- 
even have allowed Steadman to 
play for the Dr Martens League Pre- 
mier Division dub under a reset- 
tlement scheme for offenders and 
the 29-year-old was allowed out to 
makp his debut for the reserves 
against Telford United on Wednes- 
day. Watching him was bis friend 
and former Kidderminster team- 
mate, Lee Hughes, now with West 


Bromwich Album and the coun- 
try's leading goalscorec There 
could be a problem, though, with 
evening kick-offs. Steadman has to 
be back behind bars by 9.30pm. 

IF YOU thought John 
i Spencerwas relieved to 

r* J get away from Everton 
after the resurrection of 
his Motherwell move - “it 
couldn’t have been any better had 
Cincty Crawford been on the other 
end erf the line asking me out for din- 
ner” -you should have heard what 
Billy Davies, the Motherwell man- 
ager and Spencer’s brother-in-law, 
had to say when he thought Spencer 
had returned to GoocEson for good 
after his loan spelL “I feel like 
going home and dousing myself in 
four-star petroL” he said. “Just how 
do you replace John Spencer?" 

It must make a pleasant change 
for file wee man to he loved so after 
the dis parag in g remarks made 
about Mm by Everton rhaTrypan 
Peter Johnson. I'm not too sure, 
though, whether Pat Nevin, the 
Motherwell chief executive, who se- 
cured his release for £500,000, will 
be so delighted. “When I get back 
up the road Fll have to kiss him on 
the lips,” said Spencer 

DON GOODMAN knows 
f IX just the place for those 
f WCj Payers - and I don’t 
mean David Beckham - 
who are tired of being 
booed week in, week out Japan. 

The former Wolves striker, who 
is back in England on loan to Barns- 
ley during the J-League’s close 
season, said of his new experience 
wifa San Frecce Hiroshima: “There 
is plenty of skill in Japan but no one 
seems to take it personalty. 

“Ybu get the same amount of ap- 
plause if you lose as when you . 
win.” 

In fact he fo und himself missing 
the pressure that he was und er to 
perform while with the First 
Division’s great underachievers. 

“I missed the intensity of the 
English game - the desire to win 
and the hurt you fed if you lose," he 
said. Goodman must be lovmgitat 
Oakwell just now then - he hasn't 
scored a single goal since he joined 
them. 

Goodman returns to Japan for 
the start of the new season on 18 
March, two days after Wblves visit 
Barnsley. 



Mascot on the mat 


Name: Wolfie TOuf. 

Club: Wolves (surprisingly). 

Appearance: A wolf sporting 
an old gold and black shirt 
Crime sheet: TOrffie had the 
Ashton Gate crowd howling 
with laughter when he took it 
upon himself to be the insti- 
gator of a mass brawl at half- 
time during a First Division 
game in November Wblfie was joined by the Bris- 
tol City cat and three pigs - representing double 
glazing firm Coldseal - in a mass bout of fisticuffs. 
An FA spokesman said: “Certain actions that 
might be regarded as hilarious by one set of sup- 
porters might strike the others as provocative.” 
In mitigation, Your Honour: Bristol City support- 
ers found the whole incktert quite the fimniest thing 
they’d seen all day One said: "It was the best half- 
time entertainment IVe ever seen in 22 years watch- 
ing football/ It was the onty thing the Robins’ fans 
had to smQe about as their side were mauled 6-L 
Other information: Coldseal later informed Wblves 
they vrifl no longer send their pig mascots to their 
matches. At least Wolfie b still in a job, unfike City Cat, 
who was sacked on the spot. 

Paul Stevenson 


My team 



Michael Parkinson 


Barnsley 

Chat show legend 

“I was taken to my first game at five. At half-time I 
was asked “What do you think?” and I said “Can I 

go home now?” and I was told “No” and it started 
there. In the late 60s or earty 70s I was over in Amer- 
ica. If s like a sickness, but you try to find the results 
and I looked in one of the papers and it said ‘Stock- 
pcst County 21 Barnsley L’lspenl $15 or $20 on phone 
calls trying to find out the worst and discovered the 
score bad actuary been 1-J, which was almost as bad 
as 21-1. The best moment was when we were pro- 
moted to the Premiership. And watching nanny 
Blancbfloweqwefl that was a joy and a pleasure.” 




BOBBY ROBSON (mum picture, flares) has eqjoyed success as the Englan d manager and with several 
European dub sides since his Ipswich team won the FA Cup in 1978. Today (left) he's in contention to 
coach the national side again. Quite why when the job tamed him grey the first time, is anyone’s guess. 


The price is right 


ALOREXLQAD of bad 
1 ^ \ karma from a previ- 
r V. !/ ous life. That can be 
'W_V the Onty CT planafkm 
fix* last week’s biblical 
calamity when three bets went 
down by a single goal. Here’s 
hoping we won't have to wait until 
our next trip round the reincar- 
nation conveyor belt to collect 
again. Liverpool. who let us down 
for a draw with Coventry, can 
atone by beating Boro at Anfidd, 


Manchester United who did the 
business for us at The Valley can 
cut down Fbrest and Arsenal - 
who destroyed our draw bet with 
a 1-0 verdict over Chelsea - can 
hammer West Ham at Upton 
Park. Fforentina, top oLSerieA 
and 3-1 winners at the San Siro 
earlier in the season, can beat 
Milan in Florence in Channel 4’s 
Italian cracker; while on Monday 
Wimbledon can force a draw with 
Chariton at the unhappy Valley. 


■ UBERO WAGERS 

(£4.50 treble with Stanley): Liverpool 
to beat Middlesbrough (8-13); Man 
IM to win at Nottingham Forest (4-7); 
Arsenal to win at West Ham (5-4). 

■ SUNDAY SKIT MATCH 
Derby v Everton 

Derby (£3, 4-6, Coal. William Hill 6 
Stanley). 

■ SUNDAY C4 ITALIAN JOB 
Horentina v Milan 


Horentina (£5.50. 10-11, Coral. 
William Hill & Stanley). 

■ MONDAY SKY MATCH 
Chari ton v Wimbledon 
Draw (£2. 9-4. Coral & Tote). 
ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

cummv 

TODAY'S BETS: £16.35 (including 
£1.35 tax paid on). 


In t’net 


Found on the Web: Football 365. 

DANNY KELLY'S daily is probably the best source 
ofup-to-date football news and features on the web- 
On top of all the breaking news you’d expect, the 
opinion polls such as yesterday’s (which asked 
whether a Scot could be the England manager and 
looked likely to find a small majority against), the 
critical round-up of the day’s media coverage, and 
the “bailor” section (footballers talking cobblers) 
are all interesting staples. The “lookaKfees”, while 


toon characters, but no one who looks at the Rob- 
bie Fowler- George Fbrxnby likeness can cry fouL 
http^/l[mm)JiXTtbaU365.co.'ukJ 

Seen but not 

BOUGHT 


QUITE THE ugliest fiwtball-related cuddty toy must 
be the Arsenal Gigmersaunis, a green monster in 
a dub shirt Tfae -l & fri ri: is, for some bizarre reason, 
tucked into a panmvhat look like thermal long- 
johns. Rumours tMBrs&ne Wenger insisted on the 
club shop stockmMBse items Cat m.99 each) sole- 
ly because they dRought after in France and he 
coveto ah things popular across the channel (usu- 
ally players) are unlikely ever to be confirmed. 


They’re not 
all Dennis 
bergkamp 


Unmmg foreign 
legionnaires No 25 
KJELL OLOFSSON: The 
33-year-old Swedish striker 
played for Orgryte and \festra 
Frolunda in Ms home country 
before moving to Moss in 
Norway and then, in 1996, to 
Dundee United far £406,000. 
Okrisson has won but a solitary 
international cap, at the 
Olympics, but has been a firm 
supporters’ favourite since be 
moved to Scotland. Tangerines’ 
fans sing ‘Olofssotfs in the air* 
to the tune of ‘Love is in the 
air 1 to their hero, who was top 
scorer at Taxmadice last 
season and the third top scorer 
in Scotland. Perhaps played too 
wide to fulfil his potential, Ejefl 
scored last week against 
Dunfermline nevertheless. 



The joy of Bantams beating heavyweights quotes of the week 


WHEN my beloved Barnsley 
beat Bradford City on 26 April 
1997 to secure promotion to the 
Premia* League, it was almost 
too easy to forget that our van- 
quished rivals had taken 
another step towards the trap- 
door to the Second Division. 

Nothing else mattered - the 
Reds were up, and that was ft. 
The final whistle blew, and the 
inevitable pitch invasion began. 
What was this, though - why 
were Bradford’s supporters 
staying in their seats, clap- 
ping, cheering, as though they 
were the ones who had some- 
thing to celebrate? 

Of all the images I remem- 
ber of that fateful afternoon, 
nothing stidsLn my mind more 
than those away fens, bedecked 
in orange and yellow, putting 
their own woes to one side to 
share in our joy. 

Five days later, on the night 
of the General Election, 500 


Barnsley supporters made the 
short journey to the Pulse Sta- 
dium to see Bradford take on 
Oldham Athletic in a game 
which some would argue was 
more important than the sben- 
nanigans between Blair and 
Major. Chris Kamara’s team 
had to win, or fall through the 
trapdoor Happily, win they did, 
and the 3-0 drubbing of Queen’s 
Park Rangers on the final Sun- 
day ensured the Bantams 
would be playmgl^ Division 
football in 1998. 

Now almost two years on, as 

Bradford lie second in the First 
Division, the similarities 
between City’s promotion push 
are strikingly similar to those 
of Barnsley. AD season City 
have been considered unworthy 
of a place at the top end of the 
table, and the dub have not 
been given the recognition their 
achievements merit 

Pm sure Z speak for all 


FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 

Bradford City 

by PAUL 

STEVENSON 


Barnsley’s fans when I say 
that! hope Bradford make it 
After the way those fans con- 
ducted themselves, they 
deserve their day in the sun- 
shine. Regular supporters have 
long said the seventh-biggest 
dty in England deserves Pre- 
miership football, and it would 
be fantastic if this could be 
their yean 

Uke Barnsley, because no- 
body has given much credence 
to their rise, there is no pres- 


sure and no expectancy on the 
players to complete the job. As 
Danny Wilson will testify, this 
can bring with it an easier ride 
to the finish line. Back in 1997, 
Wblves were the big-name 
team who were expected to 
overhaul their unfancied 
rivals, but, Mark McGhee will 
remember; his side’s required 
upturn in form never materi- 
alised. This season, for “big- 
spending Midlands rivals with 
a tendency to blow up” read 
Birmingham, not Wolves. 

My this is so spool® Fm half 
expecting Bradford to get pro- 
moted, come straight down 
again, and then see Paul Jew- 
ell scoot off to Leeds United 
after totting everybody he loved 
them and would not go. On sec- 
ond thoughts, there is surety 
just the oik manager with such 
a lack of principles? 

Make no mistake, whatever 
anybody says, Bradford de- 


seift promotion and are well 
on Surse to get it The chair- 
man, Geoffrey Richmond, has 
backed the manager; Raul Jew- 
ell, with hard cash, and for his 
investment to pay off so soon 
would be testimony to the 
redoubtable Lwerpudfistf s abfl- 
ity to get the best out afhis play- 
ers. 

Whether they ran sfay there 
or not is a different matter The 
gap between the haves and 
the have-nots is becoming 
mere difficult to bridge every 
year, and it is a chasm which 
can no longer be overcome by 
muck mid nettles alone. 

If City are to go up and stay 
there, It will require quality 
players with belief that they 
are able to compete as equals 
with the best players in the 
land, because once those 
heads go down, the death rat- 
tle sets in and remains until 
early May. 


It’s amazing to see players 
who produced football to such 
a level that it was allegedly 
“just like watching Brazil” re- 
duced to struggling to put two 
passes together in a matter of 
weeks. 

Once Chelsea did for us 6-0 
at home in our third match, I 
knew, I just knew that we 
weren't going to make it No 
matter how much bravado on 
behalf of the manager or defi- 
ance from the players, 
the game was up... on 24 
August 

TO* had been stuffed in front 
ofourownfansandtbeSfeyTV 
cameras; the decline was swift 
Just look at us now. . . 

So while 1 hope Bradford do 
get there. I just hope that there 
is one similarity between our 
two dubs that City do not 
emulate. It’s a different world 
up there, and I wish you hick, 
foryouwffineediL 


You and I have been physi- 
cally given two hands and 
two legs and half-decent 
brains. Some people have 
not been bom like that fin* a 
reason. The karma is work- 
ing from another lifetime. I 
have nothing to hide about 
that What you sow you 
reap. Ybu have to look at 
things that happened in 
your life and ask why. It 

comes around 
Glenn Hoddle, En g la n d 

coach 

Thank God Mother Teresa, 
Leonard Cheshire and 
Florence Nightingale didn’t 
take the Hoddle view of 
disabled people 
I/wd Alf Morris, former 
minister for the disabled 

In a previous incarnation 

I must have been a failed 

football coach 
David Bftmkett, edocation 
mmisten who is blind 


I do as Fm told. They give 
me the pick and shovel and I 

dig where they say to dig 

Howard Wilkinson on the 
immediate foturc 

I could have tried to save 
it all by revealing my 
mum works ata school for 
the disabled 
Glenn Hoddle keeps it 
in the family 

The players are being 
brainwashed 
Gary Pfayer on the way 
gouere are over-coached 

^ve had my ayes gouged, 

the back of my (wad 

punched, my ribs elbowed 
and various parts of my 


you know you've got them 
beaten 

Ulster prop Rab Irwin 
reflects on Cotomters in 
Refoeben Cup final 
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Kettering on 
the climb to 
pastures new 

The Poppies' blossoming challenge for promotion 
to the Football League is backed by an ambitious 
chairman with a taste for high life. By Phil Shaw 


A WRECKED American 
bomber plane from the Second 
World War reputedly lies 
beneath Kettering Tbwrfs pitch, 
white the favoured site fix- their 
new stadium is a breakers' 
yard for old bangers. Yet the 
scrap that preoccupies their 
i chairman is of neither the 
crashed nor crushed variety, 
but the one for promotion to the 
Football League. 

Peter Mallinger has ex- 
perienced the emotional ex- 
tremes of big-time football, 
having been vice-chairman of 
his first love, Newcastle United, 
for a year at the start of the 
Kevin Keegan/Sir John Hall 
era. It would be a mistake, 
however; to rmagrne he isblasfe 
about the prospect of Kettering 
winning the Nationwide Con- 
ference championship. 

It is even disturbing his sleep, 
though not with the cold sweat 
over money and managers that 
afflicts many chairmen, or even 
the frustration of Saturday’s 
last-gasp defeat by Doncaster 
“Sometimes I wake up with the 
excitement of it all and go 
‘Yesssiy 1 he explains, pushing 
his fist into his palm. “For this 
dub to go into the League after 
127 years... the prize is massive. 
And there's only 14 games left” 
£ Kettering start today’s home 

w match with Dover a point dear 
of Cheltenham. Intrigidngly, 
the thini serious contenders are 
their Northamptonshire neigh- 
bours. the mega-rich Rushden 
& Diamonds. They mate the 
eight-mile journey to Rocking- 
ham Road next month- a week 
after Kettering go to Chel- 
tenham - with the return fixture 
on the season’s last day 
“The Diamonds' risehas 
made our job much more _ 
challenging and added to" the 
pressure,” says MalBngei; who 
began his business career in 
Kettering and bought “The 
Poppies" from the liquidators 
for £100,000 soon after Max 
Griggs merged Rushden Town 


& 


and Irthlingborough Dia- 
monds. “It has also provided 
some nice local rivalry though 
I’d be happier if we were 
competing on level terms 
financially. 

“A number of people from 
this town drifted off to support 
them because they were a 
winning side, whereas there 
wasn’t much to cheer here. 
But Td never say anything 
against Max because he's a 
terrific guy, and he's doing 
exacdyv^atrdlovetodo. I just 
wish I had his money” 
Kettering's challenge this 
season has surprised many, 
including the bookmakers, who 
listed them as 20-1 ninth 
favourites. Fifteen months ago 
they were bottom of the Con- 
ference after taking 14 games 
to win in 1997-98. They even- 
tually finished 14th, the same as 
ayearearfiec 

Td love to be sitting 
here in June with a copy 
of the Third Division 
fixture list, and I’m 
confident it will happen' 


Why the dramatic improve- 
ment? “Two words,” says 
Mallinger. “Peter Morris. 
Before my time here, Peter 
was manager for five years 
and took Kettering to runners- 
up. But there was a big up- 
heaval and he was forced out 
He went off to manage Boston 
United and then King’s Iynn. 

“When we parted with our 
manager last summer; I went 
for Peter Some people said we 
shouldn’t be looking back, but 
Ms feeUngwas that he came to 
doa job: to get this dub into the 
League. He’s just picked up 
where he left off 

“He assured me, even before 
he’d put his squad together that 
we’d be in the top six. At 
Newcastle when John Hall 



The Kettering chairman Peter Mallinger <r 
manager Peter Morris Mv 


ht) and 

Cheney 


looked you in the eye and said 
something would happen, you 
believed him. It’s the same 
with Peter:” 

Only three of last season's 
side survived Morris’ revamp. 
One, Carl Adams, delivers 
bread in Birmingham for pigh t 
bours from 2am on Saturdays, 
and according to Mallinger has 
to have his eyes propped open 
with matchsticks after the bus 
picks him up. The contrast 
with the 30 full-tnners available 
to Rush den’s ex-Kettering 
manager; Brian Talbot could 
hardly be greater 

Morris, who managed at 
Crewe, Mansfield and Peter- 
borough and coached New- 
castle, has relied on free 
transfers and his knack of 
spotting young talent One of 
Kettering’s discoveries, the 
speedy, 6ft lin striker Ben 
TOight has guested for Leeds 
and Bolton reserves; another; 
the midfielder Matt Fisher; is 
also attracting Premiership 
scouts. 

Mallinger is aware that 
some of the dubs promoted 
from the Conference have 
strayed out of their depth. 
Asked whether Kettering could 
cope with League football, he 
rubs his hands. “Ob yes, 
please. It's what we’ve been 
p lanning for. The support’s 
there, too. We had to coax 
them back at first, but we’ve 
had well over 8,000 at the last 
three home games. 

“What Macdesfield and 
Halifax have achieved shows 
that we shouldn’t be fright- 
ened Td love to be sitting here 
in June with a copy of our 
Third Division fixture list, and 
Fm quietly confident it will 
happen.” 

As he speaks, he surveys the 
ground from the elevated office 
that nestles In one corner It 
used to be the manager’s bolt- 
hole, and Ron Atkinson, who 
If nmphpri his manager ial carper 

at Kettering, describes it as the 
best office he ever had. Soon, 
though, it may be rubble. 

“We want to move because 
the days •when you could finance 
a dub by revenue from the turn- 
stiles are gone,” argues 
MaOmgec “VfeVegot no feriDties 
far corporate entertainment Bke 
thqy have at Kidderminster on 
dare I say it the Diamonds.” 

Kettering hope to be in their 
new ground by 2001, possibly at 
the cars' graveyard by the Al4_ 
Perhaps, when the bulldozers 
move in at their current home, 
the mystery of whether a US 
fighter really did nosedive into 
the pitch will be solved In the 
meantime, the plan is to prove 
that League status is no mere 
flight of fantasy. 



Steve McClaren (right) bids farewell to Derby County’s Stefanio Eranio yesterday 


Raymonds 


McClaren made United coach 


STEVE McCLAREN knows just 
how Howard MQdnsmfdt after 
becoming Alex Fterguson’s new 
right -han d man. Wilkinson 
claim ed his head was in a spin 
after he was appointed care- 
taker manager of England fol- 
lowing Glenn Hoddle’s sacking 
and McClaren used the same 
words to describe his feelings at 
joining Manchester United 
Thirly-six hours after Fter- 
guson asked his Derby coun- 
terpart, Jim Smith, for 
permission to speak to his first- 
team coach, McClaren was ap- 
pointed United’s assistant 
manager McClaren agreed to 
jam United yesterday after talks 


By David Anderson 

at Old DafBwd and later teamed 
up with the players at their Not- 
tingham headquarters. 

The Ybrfcshireman will make 
his first appearance alongside 
Fferguson at Nottingham Forest 
today and will be formally wel- 
comed to the dub on Monday. 

Fferguson approached Smith 
after Wednesday’s Premiership 
match between the teams at Old 
Uaflbrd and McClaren revealed 
he was still coming to terms 
with the events of the past day 
and a half “It's all happened 
pretty quickly and my head is 
still in a spin,” he said. 


McClaren takes over from re- 
serve-team coach Jim Ryan, 
who had been Fferguson's as- 
sistant since Brian Kidd left to 
become manager of Blackburn. 
Smith had been grooming Mc- 
Claren to succeed him at Pride 
Park and the former County 
player admitted that while he 
was sad to be leaving be could 
not turn down United. 

“The chairman, the board, 
Jimmy and all the rest of the 
staff have been brilliant," he 
said. “But in football things 
happen quickly and people 
move on. It’s a great opportu- 
nity for me." 

McClaren, 37, who began his 


coaching career as youth 
development officer at Oxford, 
wiQ now be viewed as the front- 
runner to succeed Ferguson 
when the United manager 
finally decides to retire in three 
or four years' time. 

South was disappointed to 
lose McClaren, who is regarded 
as one of the best and most 
innovative young coaches in 
the game, but he has moved 
swiftly to appoint Ray Harford 
as his replacement for the rest 
of the season. Harford, who 
helped Blackburn win the Pre- 
miership title in 1995, has been 
out of the game since he left 
Queen’s Park Rangers last year 


Milan threatened by Batistuta 


BEHOLD THE angel Gabriel 
Gabriel Batistuta, the amazing 
Argentina st riker; takes centre 
stage as Fiorentina, the league 
leaders and the club he cap- 
tains, entertain Milan in Chan- 
nel 4's live Serie A game in 
Florence tomorrow. 

“Batigor has scored a sen- 
sational 18 goals in 19 games in 
the world’s classiest league this 
term - including a hat-trick in 
Fiorentma’s S-l victory over 
Milan at the San Siro earlier in 
the season - and his outstand- 
ing form is the principal reason 
why Fiorentina hold a chance of 


ITALIAN PREVIEW 


BY IAN DAVIES 

winning their first Scudetto for 
30 years. The club has 41 paints, 
three ahead of Lazio and five 
ahead Milan (third). 

Batistuta leads but, (his sea- 
son. Fiorentina are no one-man 
band. Fiorentina used to be 
Serie A' s most inconsistent side 
at the back, but coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni’s shrewd summer 
signings, Jorg Heinrich and 
Moreno Torricelli, have 
strengthened their defence and. 


up front, Edmundo, the talent- 
ed temperamental Brazilian, 
and Portugal’s Rui Costa have 
given Batistuta great support 

Fiorentina have an awesome 
100 per cent record at home this 
term. Their 10-matcb winning 
run at their Artemio Franchi 
stadium leaves them fast clos- 
ing on the Serie A record. 14, set 
by Torino in 1975-76. 

Milan are a resurgent force 
after suffering their worst two 
seasons in two decades. Alber- 
to Zaccheroni, their new coach, 
and Oliver BierhofE, the German 
striker; who both joined the dub 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 
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FOOTBALL 

3.0 unhr&s stated 
m CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

t Aston Villa v Blackburn 

2 Chelsea » Southampton 

Leeds * Newcastle 

Leicester v Shell Wed 

5 burr pool w Middlesbrough 

6 Notrm Forest v Manchester Utd 

7 Tonenham v Coventry 

8 West Ham v Arsenal 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

* Barnsley v Ci 

10 Btadford City v Watford 

11 Bury v Ipswich 

12 Crystal ftllxe v Birmingham ... 

IS Grimsby v Bolton 

1 A Norwich w Stockport 

15 Avi Vale v HutJdersheld 

16 Portsmouth v Tran mere . .. . 

17 bhelf Utti v West Bromwich .. 

18 Sunderland v Swindon 

19 Wohies v Qktcr d Utd 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

20 Bogmemoulh v Stoke 

21 Burnley 

22 Gillingham * Chester held 

23 Witctesfield « Wre.rum 

24 Manchester City v MiltwaJI 

25 Northampton v Blackpool 

26 OWnam v Lmcom City 

27 Preston v Build Pavers . • • 

28 Reading v Walsall 

29 Wigan v Notts County 

30 Wycombe v Fulham 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THUS) DIVISION 

31 Brentford v Hull 

32 Carlisle v Leyton Orient . •• 

33 Chester v c«*ter 

3* Darlington v Mansfield 

35 Hottlepool v HjMa* 

36 Peterborough v Bamet ■ •• ■ 

37 Plymouth v Cardiff 

38 Rot hertum w Southend • • 

39 Sc.wtooroueh * Cambridge Uro 

- Shrewsbury v Rochdale 

- Torquay v U uni he* pe 

SCOTTISH PREMIER 

Aberdeen v Kilmarnock 

*1 Celtic v Heai is • 

*2 Dundee v Motherwell — 

*3 St lohnstooe v Dundee Utd. . . • 


SECOND DIVISION 
49 Arbroath vAItoa 

- Clyde v Livingston- 

- East Fife v Patrick. 

- Queen or South v Forfar 

- Stirling AWon v Iwortess Cal 

THIRD DIVISION 

- A/twxi Rovers v Breetiln — 

- Berwick v East SBrting 

- Dumbarton v Cowdenbeath 

- Montrose v Queen’s Park 

- Ross County v Stenhousemuir 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 

- Famborough v Hayes 

- Hedneshxd v Mo recam be — 

- Kettering v Dover 

- Leek Town V Welling 

FA UM8RO TROPHY Foortb roumfc 
Aldershot Tn v Altrincham: Ashton Unit- 


Colwyn 
gen ham St 
v Eml 1 
Noi 


Emiey. I 
prrhwlen 


irays Arhledc: WMItfattt tty Chem ey 

Yeadlng v CMort Ot* S«coud !*■ 

ion: Abingdon Town « Steriww Bed- 


w . 

Town 
ttslon: Abi 
ford Town v 


FIRST DIVISION 
AA Ayr v Morton . .. . — - • 

A3 Clydebank v FalVuh . .. •puMpo**" 1 

*6 Hamilton w 

A7 Hibenuan « 

StlMurenvRMih 


Town; Boston Utd t 

H-nham v Stevenage: Chesham v Hendon: 
- y V Bradford Parti Avenue: Da- 
■ Redbridge v Telford: Gulseley 
HitchJn v Weston-super-Mare; 
mwnin v Worcester Runcorn v South- 
norr Weymouth v Forest Grert: Whyte 
Cafe u Kings rani an; Woking v Rushden fit 
Diamonds; Tfeovfl » Hinckley Utd. 

THE RTMAN FOOTBALL LEAtWEPro- 
nder DMsion: Basingstoke u Bo reham 
Wood: Bromley v puhwlch; Grawsend v 
Carshalirnj Hampton v Blllericay Tn: Pvt’ 
fleet * Stough: Walton A Hersham v Er> 
fieid. Hnt DMsteK Barton Bowers v 
Wembley; Berhhamsted Town v vu&r- 

v Rorr>forituatht^^'/^d^«dL^ 

Leyton Plmnw v&alnBW^wn. 
v UN 

I. vuiiino v U 

Ion Town - - 

■ ora to™. . u/acknefl towtt Oraltani St 
Peter v Wokingham Town; Harlow town 
^ Tbwn vHor : 

sham: 1 " T “ 

Police' 

hMTbwn v Bans read ABilenc. Third 
K^STAweley * Southall; Oieshuncv 

^JSrgroydonAlhleticuaapromDorii- 

r* w r«inrhian Casual*: Egham Tbwn v 

SifeSs 

lord Utd *0»^2feon Tbwn v Parsley 

NetMTfle tejtenga^ , Mg. 


MARTENS LEAGUE Pramfau- DM- 

sIok Adierstone v Crawley fawn: Bath Oty 
v Grantham: B r om m rowe v Boston Ttr. Bur- 
ton Albion v Safetoury; Dorchester w 
Nuneaton: Gloucester Giy v Gredey Rowss 
Merthyr v Halesowen: Rachweil Town v 
VJcxtssier Oty Tamworth u Kings Lvrn. MM- 
laod Dhiblw: Bedworth Utd <f BtoxwkJi 
Town; Bllston Tbwn v Wisbech Town; BlaL- 
etull « Moor Green; Newport (Gwent) v 
Stafford Rangers: Paget Rangers v SoflhuD 
Boro: R C Warwick v VS Rugby. Sheoshed 
Dynamo v Sutton CokJlieltffoiivn: Stour- 
bridge v Onderford Town: wesmvsuprer- 
Msre w Stamford AFC Southern DMSIon: 
Andover v Bradtley Town: BasMey v Raun- 
ds Tbwn; Chelmsford Oty v Sluhigboume: 
Orencester Town v Corby town Fislwr Ath- 
letic London v St Leonards; Fleet tbwn v 
Erldi ft Belvedere; Folkestone bnilcta u Ha- 

want A warerlaoville: Newport (UW) « Asrv- 

Fbrd town: Tonbridge Angels v Dareford: 
Witney town v Baidock town; Vate town v 
Margate. 

JUtNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hnt DMsteK Bedlingwn tor- 
rieis v Goteborough town: Bffllnaham town 
v tow Law town: Consett v Chester Le 
Street Crook Town v Penrith; Marste Utd 
viarrOw ftooAng: Morpeth town v Dunston 
Federation: Newcastle Blue Star v West 
Auckland: Seaham Red Star v Eadngton; 
South Shields v ShHdoo: Stockton v BUang- 
ham Synthonb. 

NORTKZAN GXMTBS EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Dhrfsfeid Brlgg town vArmthor- 

B ; Wetfaic Buxton v Osseo Afalon: Ecdedfli 
td v Sheffield: Glasshajehton Welfare v 
Garforth Tbwn: Haflam v Maitby M.W; LN- 
erserige v Pontefract Cofs: Osseu Town u 
Denaby Untted: PWtering tovm v Setoy town: 
Staveley MW * North Ferriby United; 
Ttuckleyv Arnold town. 

NORTH WESTERN TRADE LEAGUE 
First DMateoi Atherton L R v St Helens 
town: Gtossop North End v BootleMtolk- 


estoft town; Stowmarket town * warboys: 
Waodbrldge town v Walton Utd; Wrtscham 
v Sudbury town. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Hrst DM- 
■Ion: Afc Toaon v Hambte ASSC Bemer- 
ron Heath Harl v Fare ham Town; 
Brockenhurst v Easdelgh: Down ton v 
Christchurch. Gosport Borough v 
Bournemouth: Lymkigton & New Milton v 
Ttiattham town: Portsmouth R.N v Cowes 
Sports; Whitchurch Utd v Money Fields; 
Wimbome town v BAT. • 

WIN5T0WLEAD KENT LEAGUE P»mtar 
DhUoo: Beckenham town v Ramsgate: 
Canterbury Oty v Lordswood: CrockenhSI 
vGeenwkh Borough: Deal town v Tunbridge 
Welts; Heme Bay v Thamesmesd town; 
Hyrhe Utd v Cray Wanderers. Sheppev Utd 
vWNcsiaMe twwi; Slade Green v Edth town; 
VCD Arhledc v Chatham town. 

UNUCT SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rr*t 
Dfifetu: Broadbrfdge Heatn v Hassocks: 
Eastbourne town v East Preston; Hallsham 
town v Redhfl; f^gham v Ringmer: Salrdean 
Utd v Chichester Oty: Seteey v Eastbourne 
Utd: wniceftawk v Langney Sports. 


Praratarshlp Two: Blackheath v MtoheMd 

(3.0); BrisroJ v Rotherham (3.0), Fytdev Wa- 
terloo: London Welsh v Moseley (2.0); OrrHI 
* Coventry (3.0): Rugby v Worcester (3 0). 
JEUVSOM NATIONAL LEAGUE One: Blrm- 
ingham/SotnwII v NeWbury. Camberley v 
Henley: Harrogate v Reading; Lkrerpool Sr He- 
lens v Rossiyn Park: Manchester w lydney 
li 1 51; Norun^an v Money (3 O): Wharndalc 
v Otley i2.f5). 1km North: Aspatrla v 
r^meatwi; Kendal vWltahufdi: Lichfield v San- 
dal: SecMey PBrk v Hinckley: Sheffield v Pre- 
ston Grassnoppers: Walsall v Stourbridge; 
Wlnnlngton Park v New Brighton. Two 
South: BrackneH v Bridgwater 72 151: Chel- 
tenham v □Ifron. North Htateum v Barking: 
Norwich vHavanc Plymouth v Esher Redruth 
v Thbard (3.0): Weston-super-Mare » Met Bb- 
fce (3.P). 

HOCKEY 


nossendaie Utd v Wdsgrow Athtec: Sd- 
ford City u Leek C S O B: Ste&nersdale Utd 
v Ramsbotrom Utd: vauxhaH G M y Adwr- 

ton COtUeries 

mTBBJNK EXPRESS Mtfland AIRanot: 

Barweil v Otdbury Utd; Botdmere St 
MkhjeAuBridmormtowireHatesowenHar- 
rlen v Febaa vfflac Kings Nonon town v 
Strarford town: Rooster * WednesfieW; 
Rushafl Olympic v Pershore town: Shifnal 
Town * Knypereley Victoria: StapenliBl v 
Sandwcfl Borough: WflHenltall town u west 
Mkflwds Police 

W&SPORTUNITB> COUNTIES LEAGUE 
w ~"i— ■ DMsknn BlacKstone v Siotfokt; 
Boston v BuCkinfliam: Bourne vS« Neotsu 
Cogennoe v Spalding: Hotoeach * Ford 
Sports: Long Buckby « Kempston: Porton 
yN spencer: VteWr^ioto^hyDesborough: 
Wooaori v S & L Cnby. toley v Eynesbury 
JSttSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Df- 
vlsioBE Great Yarmouth town v Makton 
town: HaLsread town « His ton: Harwich 6 
Parkesron y Ely CIry. Ipswich Wanderers v 
Bury town; Soham town Rangers u low- 


■bkHE BWeford V Yeovil TR; Bishop Sut- 
ton v BarnSfafXe Town; Brldpert v 
Bridgeware town; Elmore v Chippenham 
town; MangoEflekl Utd v Westbury Utd: 
Melksham town v Caine Town: Odd Down 
v Tkrerron town; Paiiton Rovers v Keynsham 
town; tounton town v Badtweli utd. 
PRESS ft , JOURNAL HIGHLAND 

LEAGUE: Brora Rangers v Elgin Oty; 
OaOmacuddln v Fraserourgh; Fore William 
v Keith; HundyvCo* Ranges: LossfcmcHiBi 
v Forres Mechanics; Naim County v De- 
veranuale; Rothes v Buckie rrnsde; wick 
Academy v Peterhead. 

SMDtNOPP IRISH LEAGUE Premier Dl- 
vbion: Gieravon v Cbterakie; Gkntoran v 
Ballymena: Unfield v Crusaders Ncwry v 
OlftonviBe Omagh town v Pflrtadowat Hree 
DMcloa: Bangor v Banyddre; Carre* v Dun- 

S mnon Swifts: Lame v Distillery, Umavady 
td vArdS- 

LEAGUE OF WALES (UO)i Mai Lido v 
Cbonah's Quay. Bangor Oty v HolyweU; 
Caernarfon Town v Aberystwyth: Caerews 
v Carmarthen town; Hauertorawest u CWnv 
bran: Inter Cabtetel V Conwy N e wtown v 
Rhyl; Rhayader town v Barry town, 
mi HAWP LAGER Sealer CWtonge Cup 
Second rotmd; Sligo Rovers v Cabn Ram- 
Ners 17.30). 


RUGBY UNION 

2.30 unless stared 
FIVE NATIONS' CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ireland u France (2. 15) lor Lansdbwne 
Road) 

Scotland v Mbles (4.15) (at Murrayfleid) 
ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

Harlequins v Leicester (3.0J 

Northampton v Saracens (3.0) 

Sale v London Scottish (3.0) 


care: Formby v Chester: Nestonv 
Southport v Bowdon: Warrington \ 


SOUTH PREMIER: Blackheath vfiareham; 
Bournemouth v Oty of Portsmouth: 
Chichester v Andiorians; High Wycombe 
v Heme Bay Old Cranldghans * Becken- 
ham: Tunbndge WfeilS ti fftchmond; Wim- 
bledon ir Gore Court; Winchester v 
Maidenhead; Woking v Puriey. Wcridnshom 
v Old Whitglftlans. 

DTZ MIDLAND PREMIER: Leek V Hklr- 
bome; North Nans v Coventry ft North 
Warwick: North Staffs v K ha Isa; 

Northampton Saints v Shrewsbury Not- 
tingham w EdgbKton; CM con 6 west War- 
wick v Hampton- In- Arden. 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST PRBHIBt: 
Cambridge Unnr. v Cambridge Gty Clac- 
ton v Blue harts; Ipswich vCakhester; Pe- 
terborough town v Crostyx: west Hens v 
Bedford town. 

NORTH PREMIER: Ben Rnydding v 
Sheffield Bankers: Durham Urdu v Harro- 
Nestonv Norton: 
iv Rother- 
ham. 

WEST OF ENGLAND & SOUTH WALE5 
PREMIER: Gloucester- v Bath Buccaneers: 
Robinsons vveovllii Sherborne: Swansea 
v la union vale: West Wilts v Weston-super- 
Mare: Whitchurch v Cheltenham. 
WOMEN'S EHL PREMIER: Clifton Sax- 
tish Life v Doncaster (2.0); Wehcown v 
Sough (12.0): ipswKh v Sutton Coldfield 

(l 2.0): Fyftes Leicester v Olttm Tierraque- 
st (12 JO), nra DMdM Sradtord v Wim- 
bledon (13.0): Chelmsford Highway v 
Sunderland Ashbroote (2.151: Lot - "" - " 
ough Students vCamerbury (2.30): 
v Akhtee |1 JO). Second DhrfstaB: Hamp- 
CMrin-Arden v St Albans (12.30): Old 
Uughmnlans v EaUng (1.0): Poynron v 
Sherwood (12.TS); Wkwng vBraeknefl (2.0). 
WOMEN'S NORTH BrsX DlirhhMU 
Chester v Wbmingnon Park; Deeslde Ram- 
blers » Blackburn; Leytand Mo»« v 
Sheffield: Liverpool v Don Vbuey. 
WOMBTS EAST PRBMSt: Blueharts v 
toswkSi; Bury St Edmunds v Ashford; Cam- 
bridge GiyvSeva-KMkK Harieston Magpies 
v Lerchwonh. 

WOMEN'S MRXANDPItEMBSti Bedford 
v Luton: Bel per v North Staffs: Loughbor- 


ough Students v Kettering: Olton w Cnm- 
son Ramblers 

WOMENS WEST PREMIER: Cheltenham 
v Colwall; Exeter v Leominster Exmouth v 
St AusteJJ: Porttshead R rebrands « Tauncon 
Vale. Redand v Bournemouth 
■OMBTS SOUTH HrM Dfubtocc Ory Of 
Portsmouth » Southampton. Dulwich v 
Utest IMtney, Horsham v Tulse HU; Read- 
ing v Hendon. Winchester « Rover Cowley 
WOMEN'S TRVSPORTS THREE COUN- 
TIES rest DMsion: Bracknell w Rm*t Cow- 
ley: Ocv Of Oxford v Windsor Farnham 
Common v Newbury. Oxford Hawks v Wok- 
ingham: Oxford Unlv. v icnnUtg. PhoenLi- 
Raneiagh v West Wimey. Reading v Milton 
Keynes: Wycombe Rye v Henley 

BASKETBALL 
EAJDWBSBt LEAtaiE: Detby v WbTTftmg 
(7.30): London v Milton Keynes (7.30); 
Manchester v Greater London (7 10); 
Newcastle v Thames Valley (7.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEXONDA SUFERLEAGUE: Bracknell 
Bees v Manchester Storm (6.0); Cardiff 
Devils v Newcastle Rmertongs (7-0): Not- 
tingham Panthers v Sheffield Stsetefs (7.0). 

OTHER SPORTS 

BOKING: British super-ban tamwelght 
dtie: P MuJIlngs (Harrow) v B Cair (G&- 
gow) (at Normgofe Leisure Centre. Haf- 
tfax). 

SQUASH: British Closed Championships 

(ut Atorchester) . 

BADMINTON: English National Cham- 
pionships (or H ayward Heath). 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 

Bt CAMJHG PREMIERSHIP 

Derby v Even on (4 0) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Dunfermline v Rangers (6.05) 

RU HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier DMdaa: Sham reek Hauers v Wa- 
terford (3.15) 

IWHAltPlAGatNAnaNALLEAGUESe- 
nfor akaOenee Cup Second raund: Cork Oty 
vFHn Hires li^Derry Oty vDuidalk (3 151 
St mutt's Athletic v UCD [3 T 5) 5t Mary's 
v Kilkenny Oty (2.0). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
PRIENDUr MATCH: Bradford * Wakefield 
P») 

NORTTORH FORD PrantasWp: Barrow 
v Whitehaven (2X1); Batiey v Oldham (3.0); 
Featherswne v Rochdale (3.30): 


from Udinese in the summer; 
have helped Milan turn the cor- 
nen After initial sulking from the 
Liberian George Weah, the 
Brazilian Leonardo and Maur- 
izio Ganz, Zaccheroni has im- 
posed an exciting 34-3 formation 
on his club with effect 

Fiorentina are at foil 
strength but the Milan goal- 
keeper Sebastiano Rossi is still 
suspended. Weah returns for 
Milan from international duty. 

OTHER GAMES tomorrow: Bologru v 
Ban; Imerrtazionale v EmpoH: Laao v 
Perugia; Salemuaru v Udinese. Sampdo- 
rla v Caglvirl: Venezia v Roma; Vicenza v 
Piacenza, tomorrow nlghc Juvenrus v 
Puma. 


RUGBY UNION 
ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

London Irish v Gloucester (3 0) 

Wasps vBarti (2.30) 

PREMIERSHIP TWO 

Leeds v Exeter (2.30) 

ANGLO-WELSH FRIENDLIES 

Cardiff v Bedford (3.0) 

West Hartlepool v Swansea (3.0) 

TENNEKrrs VELVET CUP Hltti round: 
Glasgow Hawks v Kelso (1 30): Hawick v 
Boroughmulr (1.30); KHmarnocL v Mus- 
selburgh (1.30). Imh Bowl Second 
round: Cunbenuukl v Dumfries (l.30|: For- 
rester FP v Duns (1 .301: Madras Coll FP v 
Hamilton Acads (1.30). tfohrec Shield 
Second round: Glasgow Southern v Gor- 
donkms (1.30); Jed-Fbreu v Dunfermline 
(i.30|: Stirling County v Stewarts Mel FP 
(l 301. 

TENNENTS VELVET PREMIERSHIP 
Second DhiMorc Dundee HSFP v Kirkcaldy 

(3.0) . TVri Division: Ayr v Picstoo Lodge 
(3.0j; Berwick v Glenrothes (3.0). 

HOCKEY 

EHL PREIMER: Beesron v Guildford (2.0); 
BreoWands v Teddingion (2 0): Cmnock v Old 
Loughnxians (2.30); East Grinsiead v Can- 
terbury p 0); Hounslow v Boumwllr (2.0): 
Souttt^ne v Reading (2 0) Fbsi Dkdson 
Chelmsford v Hat lesion Mwples (i.O): Don- 
caster v Indian Gymkhana (2.0). Fhebrancb 
vEastcoie (1.0); Hampstead fr Westminster 
u St Albans ( 12.30); Hamnr v SurtMlon p 0); 
Lewes v Hmi (1 .30): Louehberough Students 
vlsca (12 0], Oxftxri Harwki v Sheffield (2 0): 
Oxford UnhrvBiomleypti). Smjrpon u Bar- 
ford rigen 11.30). 

WOMEN’S EHA CUP Fourth round: Stack- 
bum v Slough (I I 301: Wchtown* Sherwood 

(2.0) [of North Sloth Urn). 

WOMEN'S SOUTH Ftru DMsion: Maid- 
enhead v Duhrrich, Row Cowley v Oty of 
PbrtsntMitii: Scuttumpfon v Horsham. Tidse 
Hill v Reading; West Witney v Winchester: 


Jewell’s 
gems in 
recovery 
mode 


NATIONWIDE 

PREVIEW 


By Wyn Griffiths 

having PUNCHED above then- 
weight all season, Paul Jewell's 
Bradford are not about to let last 
Sunday’s late stumble to the 
canvas at the hands of Birm- 
ingham upset their plans to join 
the big hitters of English football 
next season. 

Like the most determined 
pugilist, the Bradford manag er 
urged his charges to show “100 
per cent commitment and de- 
sire" at the start of the season 
and believes they have re- 
sponded admirably The west 
Yorkshire side are in second 
place in the First Division and in 
position for a play-off place at 
least 

City were beaten last Sunday 
after dominating the game but 
Jewell is adamant his team can 
overcome that setback when 
Watford visit Valley Parade. "We 
can't ask for any more from the 
players. We demand LOO per 
cent commitment and desire to 
the cause," Jewell said. “We are 
getting that and allied to the aoil- 
ityof the players, I think wH be 
OK. But as soon as we stop 
working hard, well be in trou- 
ble. We have recovered from last 
week's defeat because we have 
to. It's no good feeling sorry for 
yourself" 

Watford might be content 
with last week's 2-1 victory' over 
the League leaders, Sunder- 
land, but Graham Taylor in- 
sists victory today would be an 
even greater scalp. “Fbr us. to 
go and win at Bradford wiD be 
a bigger and better achievement 
that last week’s victory ov^rSun- 
deriand,” the manager said. 

Lee Clark returns for Sun- 
derland against Swindon at the 
Stadium of Light, defusing talk 
that he was about to leave the 
did). Clark was involved in an 
on-field argument with dub 
captain, Kevin Ball, during the 
2-1 Wo rthing ton Cup semi-final, 
first leg defeat by Leicester and 
was then left out of the squad 
for the defeat at Watford due to 
a knock on the ankle he broke 
on the opening day of the sea- 
son. However; the Wearsiders' 

. assistant manager Bob Saxton, 
insists that dark is staying. “As 
far as Tin aware, Lee Clark is 
a player with this football club 
and he is not available for 
transfer" he said 

Colin Ibdd, the Nationwide 
manager of the month, is un- 
derstandably convinced that his 
Bolton side are fast becoming 
the team to be beat after a 12- 
match unbeaten run ahead of 
the visit to Grimsby. *Tm sure 
Grimsby wffl rise to tiie occasion. 
Every team in the League is 
looking to beat Bolton right 
now,” Todd said 

The Manchester City man- 
ager, Joe Royle, has warned his 
players there must be no repeat 
of September’s bad-tempered 
meeting with MUhvall when the 
two sides meet in the Second Di- 
vision today. “We’ll need calm 
heads and discipline," he said 
“We have to be aggressive and 
strong but we must be sure to 
finish the game with 11 players 
on the pitch.” 


BASKETBALL 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: QiKtffr g IWtm- 
cftrsiei (5 30], Edinburgh « Worrlnnf |5 0> 
MJion Krynrs v NewcKile (4 0). Sherfirid v 
Leicester |4.0) 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEHONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Manclk-srer 
Slcnm v Cardiff Devils (5 0) NnKuSlle 
Rkierklnjjsv Noinngtum Ftinlfws |b 301 Avr 
Scottish Eaglev v Sheffield SreelcH (6 30) 

OTHER SPORTS 

SQUASH: British Cloud Oump<orKhips \at 
Manchester) 

BADMINTON: English Njtlon.il Gump- 
ernhips (of Hoywerd Hrafhl. 


THIS WEEK’S 
TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 

free transfers or undisclosed lees 
unless siaied 

Tim SberMod (midfielder) Blackburn 
Rovers ratoitenKtm Hotspur (£4m):SH- 
vlo Marie (mid fielder) Croatia Zagreb to 
Newcastle Utd (£3. 5m): Artur 

Gomlareraaon (forward) Bolton to le-tev 
terQty(t2m): Otrti Marada i midfielder) 
Btnnlnyjwm is Southampton (£500.0001: 
tony EMs (forward) Bury to Stockport 
(£250.000). Dattid SreUi (mtdWderl Ox- 
ford Utd lo Stockport Saw Barnes [ga»- 
teeper] Cambridge Utd ro Leyton Onent 

LOANS/TRIALS 

Atoerto Mendez (forward) Arsenal w ASK 
Atitens (Gr): ChrmplMr Wieh (forward) 
Arsenal to AEK Athens (Gr); Alesdamlro 
Pfstone (defender) Newcastle 10 Venezia 
(It); Abut NiMffaivy (defender) Leeds Uw 
to Dunfermline. 


worhlngron V Hull K ft (3.0) 
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Premiership: Some observers thought £6m fee was too high but Spurs’ fit-again forward feels he can repay investment 


Ferdinand 
fired up for 

good times 


IT SEEMS Odd to suggest that 
his time spent as a steam 
cleaner^ a van driver; and a 
painter and decorator can be 
put to gtood use now as he bat- 
hes to re-establish himself as 
one of the leading strikers in 
Engfish foothalL But this is 
what Les Ferdinand, once one 
of the most feared footballers 
in die penalty box, uses to help 
in his fi ght to fulfil the promise 
Tottenham Hotspur believed, 
in when they forked out £6m for 
him two and a half years ago. 

Since that move from New- 
castle United, where Ferdi- 
nand had hitherto enjoyed 
much success first. without, 
and then with Alan Shearer; his 
reputation as one of the most 
lethal finishers irvthe business 
has, together with his body, 

fa ton a hit nffl p mmdfng Other 

strikers have . either leap- 
frogged over him in the jostling 
for international selection on in 
the of a certain Michael 
Owen, emerged, during his 
absence. 

A frustrated Ferdinand cur- 
rently finds himself iryuiyfree, 
which is a bonus judging by the 
past two seasons, but not a 
guaranteed starter in the Spurs 
first team. At the age of 32, some 
might feel his best days are now 
past him. The man in question, 
however; begs to differ 

“Maybe a few years ago that 
might have beai the case, but 
players have been educated in 
terms of looking after them- 
selves, and with the right diet 
nutrition'and exercise regime, 

1 see no reason why I should not 
be playing at the highest level 
for a good four or five years,” 
he explains, aa we at in one of 
the Ibttenham dressing-rooms. 

“Having the kind of back- 
ground I\e had - coming- 
through relatively late, and 
with all those manuaf jobs be- 
forehand - has. helped me both 
as a player and a person. I look 
around the Tottenham squad 
today, and there are many 
youngsters here who anjy know 
about footbalL They just don’t 
seem to be as hungry for it as 
I believe they should be. 

“Some of them might be in 
for a shock later if things were 
to go wrong for them in their ca- 
reers,' like injuries, or loss of 
form, rve never forgotten my 
days driving a van,* steam 
rtaaning, or painting . The ma- 
jority of my family still dojthose 
kind of jobs.! appreciate what 
I have, rve been lucky, and it's 
because* of this that Fve been 
able to come through the past 



Ian 

Stafford 


two and a half years with my 
confidence intact 

“The experience and mem- 
ories I have from playing in 
successful side§ - Newcastle, 
Efogland, and to a lesser extent, 
QPR - have kept me going. 1 
want to get bad: to those days. 
I don't want to have already 
readied tqy peak." 

Unlike some players I could 

thmtr nf T<V» rffmnrvi 's rwfriftghing 

honesty means he does not 
hide behind any excuses when 
it comes to his Tottenham ca- 
reer to date. He- is more than 
happy to hold his hands up. 
“The supporters know what 
Fm capable of because they’ve 


1 Kevin Keegan once 
described me at 
Newcastle as a 
monster who needed 
* to be fed’ 


seen me produce the goods 
elsewhere. 

“1^ they haven't seen me do 
it In a Tottenham shirt and 
they have every right to reserve 
their judgement on me until I 
succeed. People felt £fim was a 
lot of money for a player of my 
age, and at this moment you’d 
have to say with my record at 
Spurs, it was 'too much. But I 
aim, of course, to change that" 

He Insists his confidence in 
his own ability remains high 
bid, like any striker; he needs 
to start scoring some goals. 
“Kevin Keegan once described 
me at Newcastle as a monster 
who needed to-be fed. David Gi- 
nola and Keith Gillespie on the 
wings, and Peter Beardsley be- 
hind me used to do the feeding. 

“Tottenham have obviously 
struggled in the past two sea- 
sons, and any striker will tell 
you he needs good service in 
order to score goals. It’s been 
very frustrating, rve sat on 


the ridelines, watched a few 
chances go begging, and heard 
commentators say: ‘If Les Fer- 
dinand had been playing he 
would have had a field day 1 . 

Then I get a chance to play and 

'nothing seems to come my 
w ay 

“Tve been a 25-goals-a-sea- 
son man at every club rve 
played for; except Tottenham. 
My goals-per-game ratio here 


I scored five goals. I thought: 
■What the hefl's going cm here? 1 
But I honestly believe it’s be- 
ginning to look up forme, rve 
come offthe pitch recently and 
thought that only a goal had 
been migsmg - from an other- 
wise good performance. I just 
need an extended, injury-free 
run." 

For a man with Ferdinand’s 
recent record, an injury-free 
run might be a lot to ask for. 
Does he consider himself these 
days to be one of those players 
.daubed with the negative tag of 
“injury-prone"? 

“1 don’t really know," he 
replies, having given the subject 
some thought “I know there 
are some players lucky enough 
to have never experienced a 
major injury, and there are oth- . 
ers who never get off the treat- 
ment table. I guess it’s just toe 
way I play the ^me.rm always 
in the thick of things and I’m 
liable to fall awkwardly, or get 
clattered by a goalie or de- 
fender It’s happened too much 
for my liking though, and I hope 
that this time I can get on with 
playing. Fve come a long way 
from the White City Estate and 
rve achieved a lot, but there’s 
no way IT be satisfied until rve 
tome myself justice at Spurs." 

Coming a long way includes 
a fitful England career: some- 
thing, of course, which .Ferdi- 
nand finds frustrating to 
analyse. “Right now, I have no 
desire to play for England," he 
admits, “ffl start banging in the 
goals for Tottenham then it 
might come for me, but rve 
never frit I was given a fair 
crack of the whip at interna- 
tional leveL 

“I always saw myself as a 
seconddioireslribeqalwqyson 
the fringe looking in. Sure, 2 
played a few times, but it was 
almost always because some- 
one else was injured. I had a bit 
of a run under Graham Taylor 
but, other than that, Tve been 
in and out Iteny Vfenables dkfaft 
believe a Shearer-Ferdinand 
partnership could work Keegan 
obviously did at Newcastle.” 


Fkntfnand, 32 and stiDeager to succeed: ‘Having the kind of backgroond fve had has helped me both as a player and a person’ RabertHaSam 


Still things, as Ferdinand 
righify accepts, could be worse. 
At Ibttenham, George Graham 
seems to be turning the corner 
for the club. “It’s looking like 
George will be part of toe fix- 
tures and fittings here for quite 
some time," is how Ferdinand 
puts it ‘M toe players know he 


wants to bring new feces in, and 
we’re hoping we’re not the 
ones he wante to replace. Wve 
endured toe bad times, so we 
want to play a part in toe good 
ones we know are not far away" 
Like, for example, a cup win 
at Wembley- This is possible in 
the FA Cup, where Spurs visit 


Leeds in toe fifth round, and 
also in toe WOrthington Cop, 
where they are a victory at 
Wimbledon away from readring 
the fir ml. Incredibly a semi- 
final is as for as Ffertonand has 
ever ventured. 

“Tve never played at Wem- 
bley for any dub, and never 


won an English cup,” he ad- 
mits. “I played for Besiktas 
when they won the Turkish 
cup, but it’s not quite the same, 
is it? My trophy cabinet con- 
tains a few England caps and 
toe 1996 PFA Player of the 
Year award, of which lam very 
proud. But there are no win- 


ner's medals. There's not a lot 
to show for what rve done. 
Td like to put that straight 
while I still have toe time." 

Maybe his chance wfij come 
this year. Tottenham's fortunes 
are beginning to look up under 
Graham. Ferdinand is hoping 
toe same can be said for him. 


United wary of Big Ron Effect O’Callaghan to lead 

fcUU DO not need to be a Liver- BY GUY HODGSON World Cup. You know what castie last week. Much more of Di Camo has promised not to 1 W% AVV7 

supporter to feel the weight Ron’s like." this and John Gregory's image, go volcanic this time, although % y |^ | |j | i. . 1 II (ill 11 fr - " \f\f fr* I 

nflate swells. dhrissn Aston Villa (TOftMensaMfitwasalivdv Thdmr is unusual jfnnttmirtnp sn nrtKrttwi it mnlri sAmtisp tfwravncinnrathmnnanuKm. ’ w * W M. 


YOU DO not need to be a Liver- 
pool supporter to f6el the weight 
oflate goals. Chelsea, Aston Villa 
and Arsenal have also spent the 
week iritag Dwigte Ybrke’s win- 
ner at Chariton last Sunday 
that marked a wind change in 
the Premiership. ' 

That goal pushed Manches- 
ter United to Ihe ti^p for the first 
time this season apart from the 
stagger in matches which gave 
thesh an advantage fora day: A 
further victory over Deity in 
midweek pushed them four 
points dear and rivals who have 
'spent weeks looking over their 
shoulders for the anticipated 
charge from Old Ttafford have 
had to alter their fine of vision 


by Guy Hodgson 

goalkeeper said. “It was a lively 
dressing-room after we beat 
Everton. You can get used to 
that losing feeling and I think a 
few players were thinking on 
Sunday “This is much' better 
than rve been feeling for the 
past few months. Let's keep it 
that way’.” 

Alex Fterguson, named man- 
ager of tiie month yesterday at 
the same time Ybrfce was picked 
as player for January, is waxy. 
“Ybu don’t get easy games any- 
where, and we areexpeetinga 
tough match. They have a new 
manager and he wffl have every- 
body thinking they win the 


World Cup. You know what 
Ron’s like." 

Tbday is unusual if not unique 
in that the Premierahip’s top 
four all play on a Saturday and 
Chelsea and Villa wifl be anxious 
to recover their winning touch 
after losing last weekend. 

Chelsea, whose defeat at 
Arsenal last Saturday marked 
the gnH of a 23-match unbeaten 
League run, meet a Southamp- 
ton team whose status as sacri- 
ficial Iambs bad a rapid rewrite 
when they defeated Leeds com- 
prehensively at The DeD. 

Villa, meanwhile, have 
acquired a ragged edge oflate, 
losing to Second Division Fhl- 
ham in the FA Cup and to New- 


castle last week. Much more of 
th fe and John Gregory's ttrmgp | 
so pristine it could advertise 
washing powdeg wifi acquire its 
first grubby edge. Their oppo- 
nents are Blackburn, who 
scored nine goals without reply 
in the two firtures between the 
dubs last season. 

TO& due respect to all the 
above, the man on whom most 
attention will focus, however; is 
Paolo Di Cezno. The irascible 

ftafom mafeps hia hnmA riphntfhr 

Vfest Ham today and with glo- 
rious timing the opponents are 
fourth-placed Arsenal, the very 
team \riio pushed him over the 
limit when he laid hands on ref- 
eree Paul AkMck in September 


Today United, who are bid- 
ding for their fifth title in seven 
years, travel toNottinghamFor- 
estibr a fixture between top ami 
bottom that would - have . looked 
a foregone conclusion a matter 
of weeks ago. 

Since toe arrival of Ron 
Atkinson at the City Ground 
there has been a perceptible 
lightening of mood, however; 


PREMIERSHIP TABLE 


he nothing ‘better than 
potting one ‘ over his former 
employers. As he did last sea- 
son, when his Sheffietoflfednes- 
day side halted what had, until 
then, seemed to be an tmstop* 
pable title bandwagon. 

The Big Rem Effect secured 
only Forest's second win of the 
season at Everton last Saturday 
and despite the recent yo-yo 
record at toe City Ground, 
United have foiled to win toere 
m their last four visits. 

“There’s definitely a positive 
attitude to a very difficult fix- 
ture," Dave Beasant, Ernest’s 
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Di Cazdohas promised not to 
go volcanic fins tone, although 
there was more than one mean- 
ing to his attempt to play toe 
meeting down. “I inade my mis- 
take against Arsenal,” he said, 
“but it could have been against 
any other team.” Anyone who 
has managed him wifi vouch for 

that 

Harry Redknapp is the new 
man with the privflege and he be- 
lieves that only a lack of match 
fitness will prevent Di Canto 
proving his doubters wrong. 
“People who know the game 
doift think he’s a bad signing,” 
the West Ham manager said. 
“Andy Gray Kevin Keegan and 
Rem Atkinson have aS said he’s 
a good signing, so who is it who 
thinks he isn't? The Press? Well 
there’s no problem is there? I 
know he’s a great player" 

Alcock, incidentally; makoq 
his return to the PFemfcxsbijp for 
the first time since the Di Canio 
shove and, of course, he has got 
a low-key match with little at 
stake to ease him in: Forest 
versus United. 

Middlesbrough have no 
problems jftipoinfingtfaefrhigh 
tide mark, a £-2 win at Old Traf- 
ford on 19 December; since 
when the sea has disappeared 
over the horizon and they have 
collected just two prints from 
their last 15. Which is not the 
best portent to carry to Liver- 
pool whose lari game at Anfield 
was the 7-1 slaughter of 
Southampton. 

Everton will hope their 
time has come tomorrow 
away to Derby because they 
risk being sucked into the rel- 
egation positions if it has not 
It is now 5hr 29min since they 
scored a goal 


CELTIC YESTERDAY unveiled 
toe Glasgow businessman 
F rank (y Callagh an (heiwin 
they hope will lead the dub 
away from its current problems 
and into a new era of success. 
O’Callaghan has been ear- 
marked by the Glasgow dub as 
the successor to toe presort 
dub chief executive and ma- 
jority shareholder; Fergus Mc- 
Cann, who will sever his 
connections with Celtic in the 
next few months. 

CFCallaghfin was due to be- 
come a director of ti>e dub last 
night, and win assume toe po- 
sition of non-executive chair- 
man-elect of the Celtic pic 
board when McCann departs. 
McCami has said he will sdl his 
shares at the end of the season, 
when he wants a broad fen base 
to take up toe holdings. ' 

The installation of 
O’Callaghan on toe board 
shows that McCann is on 
course to fulfil his vision of how 
the dub wfll run once he is gone, 
which is bad news for toe con- 
sortium headed by Kenny 
Dal glish flpri Hip Simpl e Minds 
ringez; Jim Ken: The consor- 
tium's initial proposals have 
already been rqerted and with 
noformalmeetoig having taken 
place between the parties, Mc- 
Cann seems intent on bowing 
out in the manner of his choice. 

McCann has effectively 
given O'Callaghan a fraction of 
the role he currently holds 
himself; with anew chief exec- 
utive, likely to have a more 
direct footballing remit, still to 
be chosen. 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


By Simon bucklanp 

According to McCann, 
O’Callaghan, who is 59, was 
headhunted by Celtic's selec- 
tion committee and once pro- 
posed as the main candidate, 
the board unanimously agreed 
his appointment 

O’CfoUaghanwas educated at 
St Aloysxus College, where he 
is vice-chairman of toe board of 
governors, and built a suc- 
cessful business career after 
graduating from Glasgow Uni- 
versity. He was toe financial 
controller of Stakis pic and 
then toe company’s financial rii. 
rector for 16 years until 1989. 

while in the last decade he has 
been guiding a number of com- 
panies. Needless to say, he is 
also a lifelong Celtic siqiparter: 

McCann enthused; “I have 
no doubt Frank’s abilities and 
experience in heading public 
co m panies and manag^ ^prrt 
within the leisure industry will 
be of great value in leading toe 
board to continued growth and 
success." 

The Celtic mflng ging direc- 
tor pointed to the prioritising of 
the playing side at Parichead as 
the reason for profits being 
down despite increased 
turnover; The Glasgow club 
yesterday announced its inter- 
im results revealing that 
turnover was up 2L5 per cent 
over the same period a year 
earlier to a figure of a9^m 
thanks to 53,000 season ticket 
sales. The rise was facilitated 


by the completion of Celtic 
Park to a 60,400 capacity, 
making it the largest dub 
ground in Britain, with an av- 
erage attendance of 59,024. 

Despite that profits fell by 
£5J5m from last year due to the 
signings of of Yidar Riseto, 
Johan MjaQby, Lubomir Morav- 
efle and Mark Viduka, with only 
Malky Mackay who went to 
Norwich for a nominal 
bringing in a fee. McCann ad- 
mitted the failure to reach the 
European Champions' League 
followed by an early Uefa Cup 
exit was “disappointing”, but 
stressed there were new signs 
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Celtic will welcome back 
Jackie McNamara to the fold 
aftera recent knee problem for 
the Premier League trip to 

Hearts today, but Craig Burley 
(groitu and Marc Rieper (toe) 
remate among the long-term in- 
jured. 

^ Hearts shouWwekXHrve back 

toe injured trio of Stefano Sal- 
French goalkeeper 
GOles Roussetand Steve Fblton rit 
fertile trip to Celtic, though de- 
fender Gary Locke remains a • • 
major doubt 

Meanwhile. Rangers will be 
hoping to extend their lead at 
me tqp when they travel to Dun- 
ferata tomorrow. The leaders 
have received a boost with the 
news that Colin Hendry wiH re- 
turn to action by the end of the 
month, niecentre^ack has re- ~ - 
sP°pded weU to treatment on a 

110(1 manager ‘ 
Dtck Afivocaat estimates the 
piayer wQl return within weeks. 
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MATCH OF THE DAY 



Nottm Forest v Man United 


Fongsr 


Last season: No Fixture 



ALEX FERGUSON (right) will try to ignore 
speculation over his future as his table- top- 

ping side travel east to take on the table-prop- 
ping Eh rest, who will be trying to do the 
unlikely and secure a second consecutive win 
under Ron Atkinson (left). 

The Manchester United manager has 
been linked with the En glan d post vacated 
by Gienn Hoddle this week, but will be fo- 
cusing all his attention on the Premiership. 
Ferguson believes his team will be in for a 
hard game against Atkinson's men follow- 
ing Jbresfs victory - their first win for 19 
matches - at fellow relegation candidates 
Everton last Saturday. “You don’t get easy 
games anywhere, and we are expecting a 
tough ma tc h ," Ferguson said yesterday. 


By Paul Stevenson 


“Forest have a new manager in Big Ron, 
and he will have everybody thinking they can 
win the World Cup. You know what Ron’s like, 
but well be ready for it.* Ferguson rejected 
suggestions that statistics point to an easy 
victory for his ride. “It doesn't really matter 
much at this stage of the season, it is what 
you end up with that is important It is im- 
portant to take something from every game 
and that is what we are trying to do.” 
Current form still suggests that the three 
points will be going to Old TTOfford, and his- 
tory also points to the visitors, who have not 
lost any of their four Premiership meetings 
at the City Ground. 


This game is given extra significance as 
Atkinson is a former United manager and 
was succeeded by Farguson 12 years ago. A 
win for United will see fhwn move on to 50 
points, but they will remain top of the table 
regardless of the outcome tomorrow. 

fbrest will move oft the bottom, at least 
under Monday, if they can upset the form 
book. However there are doubts about Eng- 
land winger Steve Stone (thigh), Pierre Van 
Hooijdonk Cribs) and on-loan Norwegian 
Stale Steasaas (thigh). 

Fbr United, David Beckham and Andy 
Cole are set to start after being rested in the 
1-0 win over Derby on 'Hfednesd^ynight Hea- 
ding Berg, who missed the game with a knee 
injury should also be available. 


Howevec Ryan Giggs will not be available 
because of a hamstring injury which re- 
stricted him to just io minutes against 
Derby. Ferguson’s team go into this game 
groaning under the weight of recent plau- 
dits; Dwight Yorke won the Player of the 
Month far January and Fterguson himseft has 
been named Manager of the Month. New Old 
HaSord No 2, Steve McCIaren is likely to be 
in the dug-out for the first time today. 

MANCHESTER UNITED (From) Schmeifiwl. G Neville. 
John sen. Siam, irwin. Beckham. Keane. Bute, BJomquBt. 
Cole. Ybrke. Scholes. Solksjaer. P Neville. May. Brown, Berg. 
Van der Gouw. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from): B&oant. Horiws. Palmer. 
Hpkfe. Stensaas, Stone. Johnson. Gemmil. togas. Vm Hoot* 
plonk, EOrehevOte. Oiento. Ftorfirto. BOrr-MfiMarm, Mtaan. Lyt- 
Oe, Gray, avpperiey. Freedman. Quastte, Bona Ur. Armstrong 
Suspensio n* : None. 

Ref ere e : P AJcock. 
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Aston Villa v 
Blackburn 

Last season: CM 

.j THE BLACKBURN striker Chris Sutton could make a timely re- 
^ turn to Premiership action today, given the departure of Glenn 

> Hoddle as England manager Having fallen out with Hoddle over 
his repeated selection for the B team, Sutton seemingly now has 

' the chance to rebuild his international career. Howevet; asitwiS 
} be Sutton’s first appearance for over two months, he may have 
to settle for a place on the bench. Kevin Galiacher faces anoth- 

> er month out with a calf injury, Keith Gillespie (ankle) and Nathan 
Blake (neck) are also injured, while Jeff Kanina and StCphane 
Henchoz are both suspended. Darren Peacock could be recalled. 

Aston Villa are missing six players, with Lee Hendrie banned, 
Stan Collymore still undergoing co unselling and ranfral riAfonrto r 
Ugo Ehiogu suffering from a fractured eye socket Midfielders 
Alan Thompson and Mark Draper are recovering from ankle 
injuries and goalkeeper Mark Bosnich is still ha filing to -chah=> 
off a shoulder problem. There is good news for Villa, though, with 
Dion Dublin available again after injury Simon Grayson could 
make a rare appearance in midfield. 

ASTON VILLA (from): Oakes, Watson, Stimeca, Southgate, Barry Wright Taytoc 
Merson, Grayson, Dublin. Joachim. Hughes. Ferrara!, Vassal. Lee, RactieL 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (from]: Fflan, Davidson, Broomes, Peacock. Thyfor. Duff, 
Dunn. McAreet McKJnlay, Wilaw. Vifard. Jansen. Davies. Sutton, Flowers. Croft. Dall- 
ly. Martobn. 

Suspension*: Avon Wlbu Hendrie. Blackburn: Ken na. Henchoz. 

Referee: K Burge pbnypandy). 


Chelsea v 
Southampton 

Last season: 4-2 


CHELSEA'S SPANIARD Albert Bferrer (calf) is doubtful. Fellow de- 
fender Bernard Lambourde will definitely miss the game with 
a groin problem but Michael Duberry is back in contortion after 
being injured at Arsenal last weekend. Gianhica Vialli must 
deride whether to restore himself up front alongside Gianfran- 
co Zola or keep the teenage striker MihadThcssell in the Ene- 




...And statistics 

Is it worth the wait for goals? 


CHELSEA, MORE chan anyone, know 
all about '‘the game of two halves", 
not least the dying minutes of the 
second period. Gianluca Vialli’s 
players have scored 1 1 times this 
season In the last 15 minutes. On 
four occasions r heir last goaf has 
been bagged in the 90th minute and 
on a Further six occasions it has 
come in the last 1 0 minutes. Tore 
Andre Flo. with five goals in the last 
1 5 minutes of games, is the Blues’ 
‘last gasp* master. Such ‘last 
gaspism" has added 14 points to 
Chelsea’s season. 

Manchester United’s Dwight Vbrke is 
not a bad second-haff stayer himself. 
It was an 89th-minute Yorke header 


that took Manchester United back to 
the summit against Charlton last 
weekend and another Yorke second- 
half strike on Wednesday against 
Derby that stretched their lead to 
Four points. Yorke’s strength at the 
start is telling too - he’s scored Four 
times this season in the opening 1 5 
minutes of League games. 

OF the 566 goals scored in the top 
flight this season, 238 have come in 
the first 45 minutes and 328 (a 
rather significant 90 more) have 
come after half-time. 

Nearly twice as many goals are 
timed in the last 1 5 minutes of a 
game as the first 1 5 and. even 
allowing for rime added on, the 


build-up in goal scoring remains 
significant. 

Alex Ferguson's side have now 
scored 31 oF their Si goals in the 
second half. Newcastle and Arsenal 
score more of their goals in the first 
half. It should have been no surprise 
to the Gunners' fans that the crucial 
Dennis Bergkamp goal against 
Chelsea last weekend came as early 
as che 32nd minute. Chelsea Fans 
might well have been surprised that 
their team, on this occasion, failed to 
manage a last gasp strike. At the 
other end of the game it's Newcastle 
who lead the way with early goals - a 
quarter of theirs have come in the 
first 15 minutes. 


Goals worth waiting for 
The 1998-99 season 
150- 
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The late, late bias 

Premiership clubs' uneven goal distribution this season 
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cr~xr. ____iBkehrtDrpahB 

hisd^>uLMarsd^whocaoqdkedhis£8P(%^2hoyefo^Birm- 
in^bamatfoestartofthewe^ismcootadfiM(64^t^Rsriar 
is expected to be out for a month after tearing a hamstring dur- 
ing the 3-0 win against Leeds last week, Mark Hughes (heel) is 
expected to recover in time to face his old side, and winger Stu- 
art Ripley should be fit after a calf problem. Defender Scott Mar- 
shall is out with a stomach bug. Defender ffidiardDryden is out 
for three weeks with an ankle injury Francis Benali is still two 
weeks away from returning from a broken arm, and David Hirst 
and John Beresford are out with long-term knee injuries. 

CHELSEA (from): Oe Goey. Hitchcock, leboeuf. Babayaro. Dewlll* Le Saux, Fw- 
w, Duberry Myers. Peirescu. D1 Motreo. Wise. Gotdtwek, Newton. NichoHs. Mor- 
ns. Terr* wxaSM. Vialli. Zola. Forssell 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Jones. Hiley. Dodd. Lundefcvam. CoJIeter. KaehJoul. Marv 
H ?n. M Hughes. Oakley. Beanie. Oswnstad. Ripley. Monk. Bridge, Howells. Wam- 
V i. 5iertsgjaJd- 

Suspension: Soadumpton: Monkou. 

Referee: R Harris. 


Leeds v 

Newcastle United 

Last season: fc-1 

BOTH SIDES enter today's match with injury problems affect- 
ing their line-ups. The Leeds manager, David O’Leary is denied 
the sendees of Jimmy Floyd Hassefoaink through suspension, 

I and Stephen McPhafl and Bruno Bibeiro with iqjuiy who are 
this week's most notable absentees from a first-team squad dec- 
imated by injurv in recent months. Jimmy’s fellow Dutchman, 
Clyde Wjjnhard could earn a rare start up front alongside the 
18-year-old Alan Smith, while new signing Willem Korsten could 
also appear in an attacking role. 

Newcastle must do without the services of the England cap- 
tain, Alan Shearec who is suspended for the first time in his ca- 
reen Also missing for the same reason is Nikos Dabizas, and 
the new French defender Didier Domi isunlitety taplay because 
of a hamstring injury. Rob Lee, who could have played his last 
match for the Magpies after speculation linking him with a move 
back to London, has Achilles tendon trouble, but Laurent Charwt, 
,‘kidy Griffin and on-loan Metz striker Louis Saha are all in the 
aquad after recovering from knocks. 

Pkuw. DJlgllsh. . n.K,L»e 

Scspmton! Leeds; Ha»db«nL NewcaMfe Sharer. OalUas. 

Referee: U Rennie (Srxrffieldl 

Leicester v 
Sheff Wed 

1 LEICESTER’S NEW £2m Icelandic international from 

Bolton. Amar Gunnlaugsson, joins tiie squ^u^eihat^If 
Emile Heskej’ does not pass a late fitness testoo a&om in- 
jury the iceman may maketh foshome d^ML^onre- 
turns from suspension while 

have recovered from the injuries ttiat kept gem ^outi at Mid 
dlesbrough last week. Should the Foxes wm today ^com- 
pletethefrfirst seasonal League double over the Owls since 

Sheffield Wednesday^ results tore 

tsssssts SKSSBWg 
sattssassssE 3 s?^» 

S^th midfielderDanny Sonnaravail^^^^g 
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Cast gasp goals 

Team — Goals timed ' 

Total 

Last gasp 

after 75 mins 

goals 

% 

Chelsea 

11 

34 

32 

Charlton 

8 

26 

31 

Leicester 

7 

25 

\ 28 

Wimbledon 

8 

29 

28 

Southampton 

6 

23 

26 

Sheff Wed 

6 

25 

24 

Leeds 

8 

36 

22 

Middlesbrough 

7 

32 

22 

Newcastle 

6 

28 

27 

Arsenal 

5 

24 

21 

Liverpool 

9 

44 

20 

Aston Villa 

7 

35 

20 

Man Utd 

10 

51 

20 

Blackburn 

4 

22 

18 

Tottenham 

5 

29 

17 

West Ham 

4 

25 

16 

Nottm Forest 

3 

19 

16 

Coventry 

3 

23 

13 

Derby 

3 

23 

13 

Everton 

1 

13 

8 

TbraJ 

J21 

566 

21 

Early strikes 

Team Goals rimed 

Total 

Early strike 

in first 1 5 mins 

goals 

% 


Manchester United's 
Dwight Yorke, who not 
only starts a game 
well, but knows how 
to finish with a 
flourish too 


Newcastle 
West Ham 
Coventry 
Arsenal 
.Sheff Wed 
Aston Villa 
Blackburn 
Derby 

Southampton 

Charlton 

Tottenham 

Wimbledon 

Man Utd 

Liverpool 

Chelsea 

Leicester 

Middlesbrough 

Leeds 

Nottm Forest 
Everton 


. Total ST 

Staosecs: Brian Sears /NW« Hams 


28 

25 

23 

24 

25 

35 
22 
23 
23 

26 
29 
29 
51 
44 
34 
2S ' 
32 

36 
19 
13 

566 


25 

24 

17 

17 

76 

14 

14 

13 

13 

12 

TO 

10 

10 

9 

9 

8 

6 

6 

5 

0 

12 


Chelsea 1 

21/9/9 8 

26/9/98 

17/10/98 

8/11/98 

21/11/98 

9/12/98 

16/12/98 

19/12/98 

16/12/99 



s late eleven 
. Blackburn 3.. 

Chelsea 2 
_ Chelsea 2 
West Ram 1 
Leicester 2 
Chelsea 2 
Man Utd 1 
Chelsea 2 
Chelsea 2 


Chelsea 4 
Middlesbro' 0 


Chariton 

Chelsea 

Otejsea 

Aston Villa 

Chelsea 

Tottenham 

Coventry 


(Fio 82 & 86) 
(Zola 82} 

(Poyet 88) 
(Babayaro 76) 
(Zola 90) 

(Flo 90) 

(Flo 83) 

(Poyet 80. Flo 90) 
pi Macteo 90) 


Strikers who start well Strikers who ‘finish’ well 


(Goals in first 15 
minutes of League games) 
Dwight Yorke 4 

John Hartson 3 

Alan Shearer ■ 3 


(Goals in final 1 5 
mins of League games) 

Tore Andre Flo 5 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 4 
TonyCotcee .3 

Marcus Gayle 3 

Give Mendonca . 3 



TOMORROW 4PM 


Derby County v Everton 

Last season: 3-1 



DERBY’S JAMAICAN striker Deem Burton 
could be recalled agafost Everton tomorrow. 
Burton hadapositive effect ^ when be replaced 
Kevto Harper at Old Tiaffiwd on ’Hfediiesday 
and, mth Dean Sturridge doubtful with a 
hamstring strain, could partner PauloTOan- 
chope up front life Rams’ Italian duo Ste- 




toone^rne. H e im 

Kc *CcHec. Wilson. &twv Gimi»VW8*o" car- 

SHEFMLD WEDNE^V[frt£)^^ Hmchcliffe. 

bene. Boatn. Sjnern. Pressman. 

Emerson. Ruc&. Ainjrnterssw. Smnrr. Momson, rre»™n. 

Suspcmioon: None 
Referee: G Willard. 


be recalled by manager Jim Smith. Hie 
home side wffl be lookfog to improve upon 

a poor recent record ofhaving scored only 
six goals in their last 10 home m atches. 

The Merseysiders have only lost twice 
in their last 12 visits to Derby, but will be 
without the suspended Danny Cadamar- 


teri and Marco Materazzi for the trip to 
Pride Park. Walter Smith will also be 
without striker Michael Branch, and the 
former Derby defender; Craig Short who 
are both out through injury. John Coffins, 
Alex Cleland and Siaven Bihc remain 
tong-term absentees. Everton have gone 
six League games without a victory scor- 
ing just two goals. They have gone five 
hours and 29 minutes without a goal, but 
if there is any grain of hope to gramas they 
travel tomorrow it is that they have found 
the net four times in their last seven Pre- 
miership away matches, which is a rate 
above their overall average this season. 




Liverpool v 
Middlesbrough 

lasr season: No Fixture 

STEVE McMANAMAN will geta rare chance to show the red faith- 
ful why be is worth the £l4m Real Madrid will pay him to desert 
than when he starts only his second game for Liverpool since 
the beginning of November Ratrik Berger's hamstring injuiy al- 
lows manager Gerard Houllier to reinstate Gt-again MclMnna 
man into his midfield without changing his 5-3-2 formation. Jamie 
Redknapp is expected to have recovered from a slight groin strain, 
and Jamie Carragher will return after a one-match ban. Rigob- 
ert Song, who played in the reserves on Tuesday along with Mc- 
Mamaman, will probably have to wait for his foil Anfield debut 
He started last weelds 2-1 defeat at Coventry, but is still not con- 
sidered fully match fit by Houllier. 

Middlesbrough's striker Hamilton Ricard is doubtful through 
iqjury. The Colombian damaged an ankle during last weekend's 
0-0 draw with Leicester at the Riverside Stadium, and will be re- 
placed by the Dane Mkkd Bede if he fails a late fitness test Man- 
ager Bryan Robson has no other injury worries as Boro seek their 
fir st Lea gue win at Anfield since a 2-0 victory in March 1976. 

LIVERPOOL (from): James. Heggem. Carragher. Staunton. Babb. Marreo. Hard- 
ness. Bjomebyr. McMomanan, ince. Redhiupp. Gerram. Owen. Fowler. Riedic. Song. 
Thompson. Friedef.. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (from): Schwarzer. Bereslord. Fleming. Fesra. Cooper. Vick- 
ers. PalUster. Gordon, Stamp. Mustoe, Matkllson. Gascoigne. Townsend. Bed.. Ri- 
card. Deane. Moore. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: P Jones. 


Tottenham v 
Coventry 

Last season: 1-J 


DAVID gin OLa has been named in a 19-man Tbttenham squad 
but manager George Graham may decide it is too soon to re- 
call the French maestro after a hamstring injury. Ginola missed 
last Saturday’s 1-1 draw at Blackburn through suspension and 
was not fit enough to reclaim his place in jnidweek against Wim- 
bledon in the FA Cup, having limped off against the same op- 
position after an hour a week eariier. He is back in training and 
Graham insists that toe iqjury is not as bad as first suspected, 
but Andy Sinton looks Ekeiy to retain the left-wing role - with 
Ginola bkng saved fornext Saturday's FA cup tie at Leeds. Gra- 
ham has increased his midfield options with Tim Sherwood's 
£4m arrival bid; the former Blackburn captain has to challenge 
either Allan Nielsen -who scored twice in midweek - or Stef- 
fen Freund foraplace. It is more hkety be will start on the bench. 

Coventry have midfielder George Boateng suspended for the 
match at Tbttenham, along with full-back David Burrows. Paul 
Telfer steps into the breach after his one-match ban. Marc Ed- 
worthy is expected to take over from Burrows at left-back. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from): Walter Can. Vega. Campbell. Edinburgh. Young. 
Few, Taricco. Anderton. Freund. Sherwood. Calderwood. Nielsen, Sinton. Ginola. 
Ferdinand. Armstrong, hiersen. Baardsen (gk). 

COVENTRY CITY (from): Hedman. Nilsson. Shaw. Williams. Edworrfty. telfer. McAl- 
lister. Solcvedr. Froggacc. Whelan. Huckerby. dement. Breen. Gloaccnim. Alois. P 
Hall. OgrUovic (gk). 

Suspensions: Coventry: Boateng. But rows. 

Referee: S Lodge. 




wm 


West Ham v 
Arsenal 

Last season: 0-0 



IAN WRIGHT will not play for West Ham against his old dub as 
he is still recovering from a knee operation. Eyal Berko vie and 
SamassiAbou have both recovered from illness while Ian Pearce 
and Tbevor Sndairare both eligible after suspension. Sieve Lomas 
and Stan Lazaridis have both had flu and will not figure. Still on 
the injured list are Richard Hall Marc Keller and Javier 
Margas, who is still in Chile receiving treatment 

Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira returns from suspension and will re- 
place Remi Garde- Nigerian striker Nwankwa Kanu. signed from 
jnte raazto nale three weeks ago, will not arrive in the country 
until today and does not figure in Arsene Wenger's plans. Den- 
nis Bergkamp and Nicolas Anelka will again spearhekl the Gun- 
ners attack despite an impressive substitute appearance by 
another new French signing, Raba Diawara, in last Sundaj r 's win 
over Chelsea. Diawara will be on the bench again. Steve Bould 
flmee), GiDes Grimandi (ankle) and fYedrik Ljungberg i ankle) 
are being given another week to fully recover from their injuries. 
Portuguese forward Uiis Boa Morte is still out after a cartilage 
operation last month. 

WEST HAM (from): Hislop, Breacher. Dicks. Ruddock. Sinclair. Kuwn. Di Gima. 
Ferdinand. Moncuc Lompard. Pearre, Abou. Hodges. Foe. Berkowc, CYncymni. Mmio. 
Cole. 

ARSENAL (from): Seaman: Dboon. Keowa Adams. Winteibum. Parlour. Vieira. Pent. 
Overman; Ber&amp. AneDtx Garde. Hughes. Diawara. Upson. Vivas. Manninser (gk). 
SnspensloBK Wcse Hanu Pearce. Sinclair. 

Rafter®*: J Whiter. 


MONDAY 8PM 




They need a rapid improvement to 
avoid yet another fight against relegation 
and manager Smith is expected to put Don 
Hutchison up front with 1 8-year-old Eng- 
land Youth striker Francis Jeffers on the 
bench. Olivier Dacourt and Ibrahima 
Bakayoko are expected to start after being 
named as substitutes for last week's 1-0 
home defeat by Nottingham Fbrest. 

DBBVCOUNTe houft. toor. Caitronari. Sdmac. Laursen. 
Cnteu Powell BoWnen. Dorigo. Burton. Wmchope. 
Baiooo. Eranio. Harper. Hunt. Knight Sdmooc Srurridge. 
EBott 

EUEHTOkt Myhre. Ward. Unsworth. Waraon. Dunne. Bafl. 
Grant, Dacourt. Hutch Hon. Bonn by. Osten Bakayoko. 
Jeffers. Jevons. MtUffm. Shnonsen. 

SiHpMBfaK Evcrm: Materazd. Cadamarrerl. 
Ifcf MMi G Poll. 


Charlton v 
Wimbledon 

Last season: No fixture 


CHARLTON HAVE taken just three points from their last 13 Pre- 
miership matches and have foiled to keep a dean sheet in their 
last 11. Last Sunday Manchester United looked like being held 
to a draw before Dwight Yorke scored a last-minute winner, 
which just goes to show that Alan CurbishJey’s side can de- 
fend like demons for 89 minutes but it will all be for nothing if 
they succumb at the death. While The Addicks will take heart 
in the knowledge that TOmbledon have not scored a goal in more 
than three hows of football, they themselves have never scored 
more than one goal in any League game against the Dons. 

Joe Khmearis side are seventh despite their recent pover- 
ty in front of goal, and with one route into Europe having been 
dosed by their 3-0 defeat at Tbttenham in the FA Cup, the Dons 
win redouble their efforts to take at least a Uefa Cup place 
tiur>u^ the Prraiiiershipnniners-i^ spots. Recwd signing John 
Hartson has been given a three-match ban for the training 
ground incident with Eyal Berkovic while at West Ham. but the 
Wels hman is available for selection for this match. 

SQUADS: to be annoanced- 
S t mteroto ttg H gm Madot L- Hughes. 

Referee-. D EUeray. 
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Five Nations’ Championship: Lansdowne Road prepares for France side in search of third successive Grand S3 

Ireland stoke fires of self-belie 




SWAMPED BY their own past 
and saturated in memory, the 
Irish love nothing better than 
a historical date or two to stoke 
the fires of debate. Here, then, 
are some dates they might like 
to consider as they stroll, hale 
and hearty and foil of confi- 
dence, towards Lansdowne 
Road this afternoon. 

Ireland’s 15 good men and 
true last won a Grand Slam in 
1948 and claimed their most re- 
cent Five Nations title and 
Triple Crown a small matter of 
14 years ago. They have not 
beaten the French since 1983, 
have not avoided defeat by 
them since 1985 and have lost 
their last 10 opening Champi- 
onship matches. Reasons to 
be cheerful? On second 
thoughts, forget the rugby and 
crack on with the drinking. 

If there is an unmistakable 
crackle of optimism in Dublin 
this weekend, it has no obvious 
basis in fact or logic. As Donal 
L endian, who packed down 
alongside Moss Keane and 
Willie Duggan and Ffergus Slat- 
tery on that famous afternoon 
in ’83, said yesterday. “People 
seem to forget that France are 
going for their third successive 
Slam. That, in itself, will make 

them desperately hard to beat” 
As a player Donal would have 
been thumping the tub with the 
best of them. Now as team 


By Chris hewett 
in Dub lin 

manager it was in his interests 
to rein in the wilder expecta- 
tions rather than excite them. 

Ulster’s tearfully romantic 
European Cup victory last 
weekend certainly raised Irish 
spirits in advance of this last 
Elve Nations jamboree, but 
their successful strangulation 
of a less than complete and 
wholly off-colour Colomiers 
side was not really so much to 
write home about. Similar tac- 
tics this afternoon - welly it up 
in the air run like the dappers 

INSIDE 

Chris Heioett on the art of 
Allan Bateman 
Scotiand-Wales preview, 
Page 23 

and belt the first Frenchman 
who goes within a country kilo- 
metre of the descending ball- 
might rally the 49,000 crowd for 
20 minutes or so, but would ul- 
timately condemn Paddy 
Johns’ side to a 14th consecu- 
tive defeat at the hands of the 
urbane Tricolores. 

Mick Doyle, that garrulous 
man of Blackrock (not to men- 
tion University College Dublin 
and Cambrkfee) could be heard 
yesterday extolling the virtues 


IRELAND v FRANCE 


C O’Shea. 

j Bishop London insh 14 P Bemat-Salles Banitz 

J Belt Dungannon 13 R Dourthe — 5 lade Fran^ais 

K Maggs Bath 12 F Com kxa Stade Francos 

G Dempsey Terenure II T Lombard Stade Francis 

D Humphreys Dungannon 10 T Cascaigntde Castres 

C McGulnness — St Marys Col 9 P Carbon oeau Bnve 

P Oohessy Young Munster I C Caltfano Toulouse 

K Wood Harlequins 2 R Ibanez Perpifpan. capt 

P Wallace Saracens 3 FToumalre Toulouse 

P Johns- — Saracens, -apt 4 O Brouzec Be^es-Borteauy 

J Davidson Castres 5 F Felous — — Toulouse 

E Miller — Terenure 6 P Benetton Agen 

D Cuinneaguln —Sale 7 O Magne Bnve 

V Costello -St Marys Col 8 T LTevremont Rerpijyian 


at Lansdowne Road 

London Insh 15 E Ntamack. — Toulouse 


16 Rl-*s>fcr J Gf'Mtepsk 17 E Etacu! [GaF 
y.VRur.sl: 18 C Sot / 1 UCDu 19 T Brennan 
I si Marys GJk 20 M Galwev (9amonk 
21 Ir.upawc* \Dungiri[vxit-?ZRNe*&k: 
iNvv.ojth). 

Referee: P Marshall (Australia) 


Reptocemencc M A Genes (Slade Frav 
cask 17 D Aikape (PSur B C Lauanq 
I Sadr frame): 19 M Rjyoaud |Njt»meL 
20 i Clda (Pair. 21 S Marara (Stabs 
Francje); 22 M Dal Mac- I'Sotocre-rs) 

Kick-oft Z 15 (BBC 1 ) 


of the Irish tight five, in which 
Johns himself acts as the 
meanest and most ruthless of 
enforcers- “You simply can't 
fault our forwards," insisted 
Doyle. “In the last five years, 
they competed equally and 
magnificently with every pack 
in the world." 

Very true. They will do so 
today too; KeathWbod and Paul 
Wallace are world-class opera- 
tors, as is Jeremy Davidson. It 
may well be that they will give 
the French a serious going- 
over in the darkened recesses, 
especially as Christian Cali- 
fano and Fabien Felous are 
short of match hardness and 
Franck Tbumaire is still Cable 
to blow a gasket at the first sight 
of a clenched fist But the Irish 
win require more than an edge 
at scrum and line-out to break 
the habit (rf an entire generation 
and tafca their Grand Siam 
ambitions into a second in- 
ternational weekend. 

They wOl need to command 
the tackle area and they win 
need to kick their goals. Sadly 
they may do neither. Andy 
Ward’s knee injury deprives 
them of their warrior kin g, 
their Slattery-styie, bust-a-gut 
breakaway flanker whose ball- 
winning ability was so much in 
evidence for Ulster last week- 
end. Dion O’Cuinneaguin is 
quick and capable, but he mil 
struggle to ruffle Olivier 
Magne’s pristine feathers to 
quite the same degree. 

As for the ki cking , Ireland 
w31 have only themselves to 
blame if David Humphreys’ 
occasion marksm anship lets 
them down. They should, quite 
clearly, have pitied the ultra- 
dependable Man Woods for the 
senior side rather than the A 
team; not only would he have 
popped over the three-pointers 
in his sleep, but he would have 
joined Conor O’Shea and Justin 
Bishop in bringing London 
Irish’s exhilarating three- 
pronged attacking partnership 
to bear on a French side unfa- 
miliar with the sight of emerald- 
shirted three-quarters running 
with the ball rather than shoe- 
ing the leather off it 

The likelihood must be that 
Magne, Philippe Benetton and 
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Ireland’s Keith Wood is tackled by Kevin Maggs and Girvan Dempsey daring training for today's game against France Patrick Bdlgerl topft© 


the calmly creative Thomas 
Lievremont will govern the 
loose exchanges and allow 
Philippe Carbonneau and 
Thomas Castaignfede to or- 
ganise things to the French 
benefit Castaignfede, the 


cheeky chappie from Castres 
whose youthful grin manages to 
make Arwel Thomas look like 
Old Father Time, had been 
conspicuous by his absence 
since he contributed 14 points 
and a mountain of instinctive 


swagger to his country's Test 
victory over Fjji in Suva last 
June. Last weekend the stand- 
off, folly recovered from his 
shoulder surgery, swanned 
back into the reckoning by giv- 
ing Italy an equal amount of 


grief in Genoa. It does not 
seem foie somehow. 

When Doyle coached Ireland 
to the title 14 years ago- their 
15-15 draw with France denied 
them a Slam - his players 
dripped in £25 apiece to buy in 


some advice from a profession- 
al nutritionist Tbday, they have 
psychologists, physiotherapists 
and personal masseuses, as 
well as dieticians. WiU theamy 
of siqiport staff help them go one 
better than m '85? Probably not 
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1 Puritan finds fbris and 1 Dreamer's history 
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Nice disreputable (9) 

6 Thought facing should 
be removed 
crack? (4) 

10 Sign of decay, losing 
fragment of canine (5) 

11 Forerunner of the "Big 
Bang" (9) 

12 DeaTin automobiles (7) 

13 These could put 
mannequins m the 
shade (7) 


17 A boo. 


a backing system? 


Greek 


back t7) 


captivating hospital 
worker (8) 


2 Thkemo 


the country 
plant (5) 

3 Scarcely an alternative 
for this (14) 

4 Got enrolled, losing lit- 
tle time (7) 

5 Bent, twisted everyone 
in game (7) 

7 Modelled one dear 


Eastern fabric (9) 


8 Don’s imbued with ac- 


H BBEM M 
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Wenger’s England advice 


Friday’s solution 


lunauu laiauiuiiautin*) 
l&IGJHKIUUlilU 
lasiLaauiiujtjuauLJiiiUffi 
ll=lUHUL3UJUCi 
ILJLJUfflHfflUUlii lilBWa 
!□ U LI U U lil 
UElHBUEIliJ HGUBLJU 
la a u tii iii e 

UaUMIIhJ HEHSlilUISte 
a tj a ui u 

LB Hi 13 111 UQUimuUEQB 
□ BuiuuiijiaB 
I to EB LSIU U LJ)2ULkj HQiauu 
l^UUhl^hULl 
ItiinwQiiiHuiu tsteau 


Last Saturday’s solution 


ISUJUUJtttt E2L9UJL3UL1' 

H h b a y li u 

UlHIi/HUfflUIQ EaUHBIICi 
UtililUQUieiQ 
uamiiiBii/MaaBnkauaiii 
a b u ui u u 

HUEBL3UUH C1QUQU 

u m y a 

□ UL3aLa lilUCJQGiUlSia 
U U U III [!i Q 

HfflQUll3l3EiaaQHl2UaCi 
IdEiLaUUilUUE 
aCJHUHEJ ULULJLiLJULJtl 
U 13 UI LJ LJ U U 




gamier, it s said (7) 

24 Great amount of wa- 
ter? Valid, maybe, for 
this (5.4) 

25 ’Renty big house of a 
S. American ruler (5) 


The fast five correct sohrtkxis to this weeks puate opened next Tli urs- 
day receive hardbacked copes ol the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and winners’ names will be published next Saturday SorM 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, E O. Box 4018, The Independent, l 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf; London £14 5BL. Please use the box 
numb er and postcode and five your own postcode. Last week’s win- 
ners F fflgtan. West Bridgtord; R Mjtefaefl, Southampton; M NuttaD, 


ARSENAL’S double-winning 
manager; ArsCne Wenger last 
night ruled himself out of con- 
tention for the England job and 
advised the Football Associa- 
tion to pick a home-grown man 
to take over the national team 
from Glenn Hoddle. 

His c omments were in direct 
contrast to those of David 
Sheepshanks, a leading mem- 
ber of the FA committee who 
will select the new man. 
Sheepshanks yesterday re- 
fused to rule out a foreign 
coach for the job, saying that 
England would go for the best 
person available. 

Meanwhile Waager the over- 
seas manager with the most 
successful record in England, 
said he befieves the Ebotbafl As- 
sociation's next choice to pick 
up what many regard as a poi- 
soned chalice, must be experi- 
enced, aged over 50 - and an 
Englishman. 

“I personally think England 
must have an En glish manag- 
er because it is a big country 
with a big passion for football 


by Bill pierce 

and people identify better with 
a guy from their own country. 
Fbr me it would be difficult to 
explain to somebody why a 
country of 50 million people 
cannot find one in their own 
right." 

Wenger said that Kevin Kee- 
gan, Bryan Robson, Terry Ven- 
ables and, the man currently in 
charge in caretaker-capacity, 
Howard Wilkinson would all fit 
the bOL But he said: *Tm hear- 
ing that Keegan and Robson 
don’t want to do it and I would 
think it would be very bard for 
Venables to go back. In fact. I 
read now that you don’t want 
him again.” 

Meanwhile Sheepshanks, 
the Ipswich chairman who has 
been talked about as a fixture 
chairman of the FA, has de- 
clared that non-English man- 
agers should be considered 
among the candidates. 

Sheepshanks, who wfll be a 


leading member of the FA in- 
ternational sub-committee 
charged with drawing up a 
shortlist, would prefer to ap- 
point an English-born manag- 
er but added: “I believe that we 
should not unnecessarily re- 
strict ourselves from selecting 
from aQ of the highest calibre 
of candidates." 

Tim Flowers has shocked 
Blackburn Rovers by asking for 
a transfer - to put Aston Villa 
on red alert for his signature. 

Flowers broke the surprise 
news on the eve of Blackburn’s 
trip to Villa, an ironic and pos- 
sibly significant piece of timing. 
Villa will lose Marc Bosnich in 
the summer when he can walk 
out for nothing and Flowers is 
one of the names at the top of 
their wanted list 

Flowers revealed the rea- 
sons behind his request yes- 
terday and said: Tve told the 
manage- 1 don't want to hang 
around too long as a number 
two. ThaFs no disrespect to any- 
one here. Tm at a stage in my 
career when I don’t want to be 


sitting on roy backside. Hie I 
boss was folly in agrerineiat I 
with that. We've nottaadanw 
and this is nothing finandaLHS . 
just a matter of wanting * • 
game." ■ * = 

Rovers would want ariMBjfe j 
£2.5m for a keeper who wajll’ 
once Britain’s most expensive^ 
when he signed d 11 ""® 
Dalglish’s reign. 

Meanwhile, John Gregoiyr. 
has admitted be is not bothert®^ 
whether or not Stan Collyi 

returns to Aston Villa. 

added: "If he comes back andr 
gets his head down and gets i 
with his job and does enough 
justify him being in the team. L, 
will play. There is no problem. 
But I do not want to taDc ai 
more about Stan CoUyraore, 

The Croatian internatibn 
Silvio Marie arrived on 1> 
side yesterday to complete 
£3 -5m move to Newcastle. 

Lawrie Sanchez, the fori 
Wimbledon player, was Uw 
night named manager of Seo 
ond Division Wycombe. . 

David Davies profit 


OPobfetacd by ImJepcodcm Newspapers (UK) Ltated. I Cuuda Square. Ouuuy Wbwt London E14 SDL «ul primed m Minor Clour IVinL c, vih u , „ 
Back avmUHe from Hfcwbe New**** 0I*» #40770. L * ^ 


Kc^mred at j aempapec wnti tbc hrj onto.- 























VTHE INDEPENDENT 


6 February 1999 


i 




WEEKEND REVIEW 



ENT • ARTS & BOOKS 

DEABIRKETT THE TROUBLE. 


JOINS 
THE CIRCUS 


WITH 

ERICA JONG 


FEATURES, RAGE 8 BOOKS, PAGE 1 5 


C O U N T R Y 


THE TOP 10 

m plants 

' IN PERIL 


GARDEN, PAGE 17 


Garden 


Travel 



YAM, BAM: 
A GOURMET 
IN JAMAICA 

TRAVEL. PAGE 1 9 


-SON 


_ • 



KL-. 



< '■ Simon Dee was once the biggest star on British TV - a Sixties Chris Evans with style. Then things began to slide. 
MI5 tapped his phone. A cartel of Swiss bankers stole his designs for the Millennium Dome. And as for David Frost. . . 
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B orislfettsm's grandson and 
TVs Philippa Forrester 
are Winchester's only 
famous residents, accord- 
ing to a local taxi driver 
called Dave. What about 
Simon Dee? “I ain’t never 
heard of him," says Dave 
In media circles, people 
had been only slightly more dued up when I told 
them I was going to Winchester to meet Simon 
Dee. “God, I thought he was dead," said one. 
“Didn't he migrate to New Zealand, or was that 
the Galloping Gourmet? 7 ’ said another “Ah,” said 
a third. “Simon Dee, the locus dassicus of the 
where- are- they-now? feature.” When I reported 
this exchange, my wife was terribly impressed 
with the term locus dassicus. “You must drop 
that into your article,” she said. “But make sure 

C Vu use it in the right context Don’t say that 
iraon Dee pulled up in his Locus Classicus.” 
Fhr from it as it turns out Simon Dee is skint 
Worse, he is skint and unknown. Imagine if, in 
2029, Chris Evans is found living anonymously 
in a small terraced house in deepest Hampshire. 
It would represent much the same 30-year fell 
down the rickety ladder of fortune. For in 1969, 
taQ, toothy Simon Dee, host of the BBC's hit chat- 
and-music show. Dee Time, was as big a star 
as there was on television. 

We meet at Winchester's posh Hotel du Vin. 
He is still tall and toothy and, physically at least 
the years have treated him fairly charitably. 
Later this year he will be 64. “Will you still need 
me, will you still feed me, when I'm 64?” 
Lennon and McCartney’s words have acquired 
a poignant ring for a fellow golden boy of 
the Sixties. 

Unto 19G4 he was called Nicholas Henty-Dodd. 
He was from a well-to-do Lancashire femify and 
went to Shrewsbury School at around the same 
timeas Michael Heseltine and Richard Ingrams. 
John Peel was there a little later and, of the 
broadcasters whose careers not only survived 
tift/ Sixties but continued to thrive. Peel is 
one of the few for whom Dee admits a grudg- 
ing admiration. 

His own rise to feme began with Radio 
Caroline, the pirate radio station set up off the 
coast of Ireland on a retired Baltic ferry. Radio 


Caroline's founder was an ebullient Irishman, 
Ronan O’Rahilty, whose first recruit was his old 
drama school pal Henty-Dodd. But Henty- 
Dodd was no name for a pirate. So he combined 
his young son’s name with the initial letter of 
Dodd to become Simon Dee. 

In the Hotel du Vin - between mock-humble 
protestations that It's all so very very king ago" 
- Dee enthusiastically recalls the troubled 
launch of Radio Caroline. “We bad to test the 
signal before we left the anchorage, so we played 
Ray Charles singing “Round Midnight” as a test 
signal AD seemed to be well, but unknown to 
us we hadn't quite organised the signals cor- 
rectly, and on every radio and TV set within a 
50-mfle radius, Ray Charles suddenly inter- 
rupted the main evening news, hi Dublin, 
everyone was crying “My God, what’s going on?’ 
and no wondec because Ray Charles on a Ham- 
mond organ was saturating toe news.” 

Dee roars wife laughter He is very hafl-foDow- 



Simon Dee in his Sixties pomp; and at 
home in Winchester today (top) 


BY BRIAN VINER 


well-met, joshing loudly with the waitress and 
later rumbustiously defying her request not to 
smoke a dgar at the table. But for all the blus- 
ter, it is hard not to feel sorry for him. In 1970, 
following a felling-out with his then-employers 
London Weekend Television, he took a sabbat- 
ical. “I thought, TU have a rest now and take a 
year off 1 . It became two years off then five years, 
then 10 years, then 20 years, then 30 years off.’ 1 
Again, he roars with laughter. But not, I reckon, 
because he thinks it’s funny. 

A few weeks ago, Dee wrote to Mike Leggo, 
BBC TV’s head of light entertainment, listing 
all the guests he interviewed between 1967 and 
1970, and suggesting that he meet them again 
to ask them “if their dreams came true”. He 
would, of course, need a medium to make con- 
tact with many of them. But he sees no reason 
why he shouldn't maim a comeback. 'After all 
if a racing driver stops racing for 20 or 30 years 
then gets back in the car; be win soon get it 
together The control and eo-<udmafkra will stffl 
be there. 7 ’ Mike Leggo evidently does not agree. 
He has not replied. 

But let us again wind back the years to Dee’s 
strange sacking from Radio Caroline. “We finally 
anchored off the coast of Suffolk,” he recalls. 
“One dqy I was doing Sunday Favourites when 
the technician on the other ride of the glass col- 
lapsed. 1 found him on the floor; dying. I went 
to the microphone and asked for someone to 
send a boat Within an hour there must have 
been 20 rowing boats, yachts, catamarans, and 
the local lifeboat The captain later called me 
to toe bridge and said, “By railing for assistance, 
you have mutinied. Get off my ship'. ” 

Dee was promptly hired by BBC Radio, but 
owed his big television break to toe mother of 
Bill Cotton, one of the most illustrious of 
Leggo’s predecessors as head of BBC light 
entertainment As Dee tells it, Mrs Cotton -wife 
of the band leader B21y- saw him on the box 
a dverti sing Smiths Crisps, liked what she saw, 
and recommended him to her son. Surprisingly; 
B31 Cotton confirms this. 


“I think my initial reaction was tyou do the 
cooking, let me spot toe talent 7 . But on toe way 
home I realised that my mother had seen 
more performers than I had, and that I ought 
to take her seriously. So we started Dee Time. 
He was quite difficult in that first year because 
it went to his bead. But by toe second year 
there's no doubt that be was one of toe most pow- 
erful people on television. He had great influ- 
ence on toe young.” 

This influence was cfaannefied partly torough 
the Dee Code, a 1968 version of toe Ten Com- 
mandments. Youngstera were asked to write in 
endorsing toe Dee Code and, in return, were sent 
a weekly letter signed by Dee, which amounted 
to a lecture in moral rectitude. 

Today those letters make arresting reading. 
On toe subject of race relations, for instance, 
one sakL “An intelligent being from outer space 
might easily decide that toe only species of 
mankind worto preserving was toe one with the 
dark brown skin, the lustrous eyes, sculpted Bps 
and natural grace in movement, and that all 
those other pallid, thin-lipped, pale-eyed, lank- 
haired creatures should be painlessly annihilated 
before they reduced the physical beauty of 
humanity any further Think about this, espe- 
cially when next you hear someone make dis- 
paraging remarks about our coloured 
fellow-citizens.” 

These were worthy enough sentiments, yet 
not everyone approved of the Dee Code. In toe 
Daily Mail Dee was criticised for “getting too 1 
big for his with-it boots". But stm his career 
seemed gilded, especially when Dee Time j 
rep l aced toe ailing Juke Box Jury in the all- 
important Saturday early evening slot For 
Dee, life got better and better He drove an Aston 
Martin. At a glitzy party; he danced with 
Princess Margaret And no star - not John 
Lennon, nor Chariton Heston, nor Michael 
Caine - was too big to appear on his show. 
Thanks to Came, he even landed a part in The 
Italian Job. “Mike had been on the show and 
thought he'd do me a favour I played a poofy 
Savfle Row tafloc and I was so good that poofc 
started chasing me.” This time he laughs so hard 
that a couple two tables away joins in. 

In 1970; Dee was poached byLWll reportedly 
Continued on page 2 
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Insult to teachers 

Sir. I was seriously considering a 
teaching career until now. 

I am a 29-year-old arts graduate 
with two degrees. For the past five 

ynflrs F have taught English as a 

foreign language in private language 
schools. This experience with 
primary school children made me 
think about returning to England 
and contributing to the education of 
British chfldren. 

I had thought that my 11 0 -levels, 
in cluding maths, physics and 
chemistry, would be more than 
adequate for placement on a post- 
graduate certificate of education 
course. I had of course expected 
some training in education, child 
psychology, teaching methods and so 
on. I was also quite prepared for a 
loss of status and lower wages. 
However I do not intend to sit 
remedial maths exams, or to pore 
through A-level maths books (“AD 
teachers must take maths test”, 

4 February) . Mr Blunketfs latest 
plans are an insult to my intelligence 
and training. 

No, Mr Bhmkett, I will not be 
returning to England to become a 
primary school teacher However; 
there are a few thousand 
unemployed maths teachers here in 
Greece. Do you think that if I teach 
them adequate English they could 
come and fill the gap? Perhaps, they 
could contribute to the foreign 
language skills of schooldiMren, tool 
MARINA ROBB 
Athens 

Sir. It is of little surprise that most 
teachers could not explain the origin 
of the words “chortle’* and “dosh" 
(“AH teachers must take maths test”, 
4 February). Tb know that Lewis 
Carroll invented the former and that 
I the origin of the latter is unknown 
would demonstrate at best a breadth 
of general knowledge, not 
competence in the teaching of 
g rammar . However; should better 
trained teachers therefore 
receive more dosh, then all, lam 
sure, would chortle. 

IANMAGGS 

Hexham, Northumberland 

Marriage rethink 

Sin All peoples, not only 
J udaeo -Christians, have believed 
that marriage has a sacred 
character (“There should be nothing 
holy about matrimony”, 30 January) . 

Jo Jnd claims Christianity u got it 
wrong” when the “Church in the 13th 
century declared it a sacrament". 


The Church in east and west always 
taught in that vein but the western 
Church actually clarified its 
meaning notably in the 13th and 
16th centuries. 

Consequently; Jo’s claim that “it is 
an institution made by man none the 
less” gained relatively little 
credence until modem times. Most 
of us could agree that “we need to 
rethink marriage". Unlike 
Christians, Jo Ind may have in mind 
so mething other than the union of 
one man with one woman for life. 
Rather than tamper with a gift of 
God, Christians* rethinking seeks to 
i paicp marriage work by identifying 
the obstacles peculiar to each age. 

The Churches did not criticise the 
Birmingham radio station’s pablicify 
stunt because it was an arranged 
marriage. The closest and most loving 

partnership I have known began as an 
Irish arranged Cathode marriage in 
1933. Like Indian arranged marriages 
I later encountered, it depended on 
support from shared beliefs, an 
extended family and a dose-knit 
community which the Birmingham 
couple win not enjoy 
HUGH LINDSAY 
Grange-over-Sands, m 
Cumbria 

The writer was Roman Catholic 
Bishop ofHesham and Newcastle 
1974-1992 


exercise considerable power by 

mgr riy threa toning to er plrx to 
such a weapon". 

Fallowing two periods of public 
consultation and comment onBNFEs 

appli c ati o n tn c ommission the SMP 
and the Environment Agency’s 
report to government, which has not 
riicitpA any for mal annnmpwwmtj is 

it not prenature to talk of 
arrangements for shipping M OX fuel 
to a countiywhich is undecided about 
the questionable merits ofburning it 
in conventional reactors? 

We urge the Government to dedare 
that it win not permit BNFUs ships to 
leave Barrow-in-Funess docks. 
MARTIN FORWOOD 
Cumbrians Opposed to a 
Radioactive Environment 
PAD GREEN 
Friends of the Earth 
Cllr MARTIN HEMINGWAY 
NudearFree Local Authorities 
DAVE KNIGHT 
Campaign far Nuclear 
Disarmament 
PAULLEVENTHAL 
Nuclear Control Institute, 
Washin gton DC 
PETE ROCHE 
Green peace UK 
MIKETOWNSLEY 
Greenpeace International 
Penrith, Cumbria 


Nuclear terrorism 

Sin Jt appears that toe Government 
is about to undermine much of its 
early good work on trying to establish 
a rational and practical policy on toe 
future of the nuclear industry. The 
announcement on 18 January by 
John Battle, the Energy Secretary 
that plutonium is to be shipped from 
Sellafield to Japan in the form of 
MOX (mixed oxide) fuel sits 
uncomfortably with the Environment 
Agency's October 1998 report on the 
Sellafield MQX Plant (SMP). 

Our concerns about nudear 
proliferation seemed to have been 
accepted by the Environment Agency 
in the conclusion that •‘separated 
plutonium is generally described as 
weapons-grade or civil grade. Fa- 
mes! practical purposes the grade 
does not affect the arguments 
concerning weapons proliferation”. 

They further state that ’it would 
be a relatively straightforward 
matter to undertake chemical 
separation of plutonium from MQX 
fuel It is debatable how easy it would 
then be to assemble the plutonium 
into a crude nuclear device capable 
of exploding. Howeveg a terrorist 
group would arguably be able to 


Life in the slow lane 

Sir. Mervyn Curran (letter; 

3 February) is quite right We should 
be fhangjng the culture and mating 
the maximum speed in residential 
areas 20mph. Unfortunately, we 
Department of Transport approved 
driving instructors must get pupils 
to make "reasonable progress” on 
driving tests. This is mter^rcted by 
the Driving Standards Agency (DSA) 
as meaning that you must drive at 
least at the current speed limit 
unless there is a good reason to drive 
more slowly Candidates driving at 
20mph on all residential streets 
would certainty foil a test 
Candidates can still pass with some 
examiners despite exceedingibe 
speed limit by as much as I ompfa. 

Maqy years ago I asked the then 
chief examiner; Mr David Norris, if 
we should all be teaching our pupils 
to drive at20mph in residential areas 
as recommended in the Department 
of Transport leaflet u KlD Your Speed, 
Not A Child” which was then 
displayed at driving test centres. His 
reply was: “We allow the DoT to 
display these leaflets but we do not 
necessarily agree with the content” 
Incidentally, one of toe main 
reasons for toe new extended test, to 


be applied from 4 May, is to include 
more fast driving. So does the DSA 
think the main problem with today’s 
drivers is that they are too slow? 
i DAVID PRESCOTT 

DeportmentqfTVansportapproued 

driving instructor 

Hull 

Sin What a welcome letter is Mervyn 
Curran’s, urging a 20mph urban 
speed limit The present 3Gmph 
plainly ignores the effects it has had 
on pedestrians and cyclists. 

Moreover; so often it is treated as 

both mflvimiim rmri minimum, 

especially by driving instructors and 
driving test examiners, who 
constantly urge their pupils to 
“make progress”, ie not loiter at a 
safer 20mph but keep up to the 
30mph limit 

What chance has a child to walk to 
or from school? We have denied 
children the simple right to walk 
about their own towns. Roll on 
20mph asap. 

JJ PUTNAM 
Tbf nes, Devon 

Worthless verse 

Sir: May 1 add a word of support to the 
Oxford University Press in their 
decision tojunk their poetry list I 
have spent most of ray working life in 
and around poetry and I have noticed 
that increasingly poets do not feel any 
sense of worth unless their work is 
published. It is like a fetish and does 
not diminish with age. Unfortunately 
most poems are worthless and to 
publish them is madness. 

Such fragile reputations as OUP’s 
former poets enjoy are mainly due to 
promotion through their own 
incestuous groups. Certainly no one 
else is in the least bit interested in 
tbeir work, as sales figures show. 

The Greek master Cavafy never 
bothered with publishers. He made 
lots of copies of his poems, held them 
together with a paper clip and sent 
them to his friends. I recommend it 
BARRY FANTONI 
London SW4 

Merchants of misery 

Sir: fou mention the role of arms 
dealing in fuelling wars in Africa, and 
the European Union currently has a 
vital opportunity to clamp down on 
one aspect of this deadly trade 
(“Misery engulfs millions as Africa 
seethes with more wars than ever”, 

30 January). 

The ability of arms brokers in the I 
EU to organise shipments of ; 

weapons from third countries to ; 


virtually anywhere in the world has • 
to be curtailed. If the weapons do not 
touch EUsoil. they art* not subjects 
EU export controls. y- - 

During its presidency oflheEU.y .• 
the German government is expected 
to propose that transfers brokered A 
through third countries by EU-baaedty 
companies are subject to the same 
restrictions as weapon* cvjiorled 
directly from the El T . These 
proposals should be supported by " 
the UK government, which unly 
tends to control brokering of arms*) 
embargoed destinations and 
brokered transfers of torture 
equipment, antipersonnel 
mines and long-range missiles to 
other countries. 

Welcome as the UK steps are, j 

they ignore the fact that many 
brokered arms deals involve exports 
of light weapons - machine guns, 
rifles and mortars - to countries in 
conflict regions but not subject to 
any embargo. With -16 out of the 49 
conflicts since 1990 being fought with 
small arms, such an omission is a 
crucial mistake. 

IAN DAVIS 

Arms Trade Programme, 

Safenvorld 

London WCl ^ 

In Brief 

Sir My dictionary has a different 
definition to that suggested by one of 
your correspondents (letter. 5 
February); 

Hoddle, v. L As the holder of a 
high-profile job whose utterances 
are likely to be widely reported, to 
open mouth without engaging brain 
and make comments ivhich render 
that job difficult or impossible to 

perform. 

The Manchester edition of my 
dictionary also includes this entry 
under “Anderton. vj. " 

PHILIP GOLDENBERG 
Waking, Survey 

Sir The Government is 
spectacularly inconsistent over food 
safety. They are over-cautious in 
respect of selling beef on the bone 
and yet at the same time they are K 
giving the go-ahead to measures 
that enable genetically engineered ' 
foodstuffs to enter the* food diain. 

Surety one brush with unnatural 
practices in respect of foodstuffs 
might ring a few* alarm bells _j 

somewhere. Why is the press not 
ghrmg the Government a much 
Harder time over this issue” 

SIMON FIELD 
Broadstone. Dorset 


Continued from page l 
for the fabulous sum of £100,000 a year. The 
BBC could not match such a salary, but 
Cotton wasn’t too sorry to see him go. 

“It bad got to the stage where his ideas 
of his own importance were actually quite 
da m a gin g," says Cotton. He thought, as a 
lot of performers do. that he was bigger 
than toe show. A TV executive has to judge 
when he has to live with that, and when 
he doesn’t. In his case, I didn’t want to. By 
the way, has he still got those fantasies 
about MK?" 

Yes, in a word. As lunch at the Hotel du 
Vin wears on, it becomes tncreaangtyand 
uncomfortably clear that Dee has what 


Simon Dee: the long goodbye 


appear to be paranoid delusions. In some 
wqys they are understandable I font want 
to trespass on Anthony Clare territory 
here, but perhaps they are toe onty way 
in which he can make sense of the last 30 
years of obscurity, following three years 
in which he was as famous as anyone in 
the land. 

He is convinced, for instance, that he 
was drummed off television because he 
opposed Britain’s entry into the Common 
Market He thinks that the British secret 
service, and possibly the CIA too, tapped 
his phone, worried by his interest in the 
assassination of President Kennedy. Most 
bizarrely of all, he embarks on a long tale 


which ends with him firmly at toe centre 
of an international conspiracy. 

To cut it short, he claims that the 
Moroccan government commissioned him 
to design a dome for Casablanca. When be 
delivered the plans, the Moroccans 
wouldn’t pay up, but a posse of Swiss 
bankers later took him for dinner at the 
RAC Chib in Pall Mall and said they 
wanted to build his dome for £100 million. 

“I left the RAC Club rather happy. 
‘My God.’ I thought Tve found another 
metier.’ I wake up the next morning, 
phone tbeir hotel and they’ve gone, with- 
out leaving any note at alL It was ail 
some vast sting." 


By now I can see where this is leading 
and, sure enough, Dee is certain that he 
has been denied the recognition be 
deserves, not to mention the fee, for con- 
ceiving tbe Mfllennntm Dome. 

But let us again return to 1970. The 
Simon Dee Show on London Weekend was 
a flop. Ever since. Dee has held on to the 
notion that it was sabotaged by David 
Frost, who had a sizeable shareholding in 
the company 

“He was in New 'fork when I joined, and 
wasn’t very pleased when he found that his 
biggest rival had signed to his own 
network.” Certainly, the show was given 
an unsociable slot. And in due course, 


Dee’s bubble of fame and fortune burst 
How, I wonder, does he feel when he sees 
David Frost on television now? “I don’t 
see David Frost on television now,” he 
says bitterly. 

And what has he done fix-income for tile 

last 30 years? “I have had no income," he 
says. “When my father died in 1980 I 
inherited a vast sum of money but it was 
taken from me by death duties." Finan- 
cially Dee depends on his third wife, a 
teacher and spends his days looking after 
their four-year-old son, Cyril George. 

"If you have no money," he adds, "you 
have to concentrate on friendships. It’s not 
such a bad thing. You have to dwell in 


reahty Actually, i don t think that Simon 
Dee dweUs anywhere near reality, but fe. 
his boots, l ra not sure I would, either. (£ 


Gloria Stewart 

In an interview with Paul 

Johnson by Deborah Ross 

<S g i rS P ice " 2 November 

"^understanding 

rss dpaai **«»*» - 

ac^prihni to . 8U SS«* he had 

G o . na . Stewart of telling • 

hes. we apologise for this error. 
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Do not squander 
King Hussein’s 
legacy of peace 

AS THE West pays its respects to the memory of King 
Hussein of Jordan, it should pause to acknowledge a con- 
undrum. The King has been a good leader, of his own 
people and of wider Arab interests in the Middle East 
Domestically, his achievement was to hold together the 
country he inherited from his father, despite the loss of 
the West Bank and the influx of Palestinian refugees. 
Internationally, his legacy is to have made peace with 
Israel, and helped broker more realistic positions by his 
Arab neighbours in the Middle East peace process. 

It is to be hoped that the rather Shakespearian 
deathbed manoeuvres, dashing at the 11 th hour his 
brother’s 33-year expectation of inheriting the crown in 
favour of his eldest son, Abdullah, will come good. 
Brother Hassan had a high reputation abroad, especially 
in Israel where his fluent command of Hebrew and 
friendship with leading politicians meant he was a 
known and trusted quantity. Son Abdullah, on the other 
hand, has a reputation merely as a top soldier. It is 
assumed that he has learnt political skills from watching 
his father for the past 37 years, but it is not certain. And 
it is assumed that, as someone educated in Britain, he 
shares - or at least understands - the values of liberal 
democracy, and will thus continue King Hussein’s pro- 
Western, pragmatic and peaceful policy. 

It is in the values of liberal democracy that the conun- 
drum lies. Western liberal democrats tend to take it as 
read that, if the Arab countries were democracies, the 
prospects of peace in the Middle East would be better. 
But it could be that it was preferable that an enlight- 
ened despot should have ruled Jordan for so long. The 
danger of democracy in a culture dominated by griev- 
ance against external enemies is that it could throw up 
an Islamicist demagogue who would want to fight again 
the wars of 1967 and 1973 against Israel, or fight the holy 
war against the American-dominated world order. 

Equally, though, it could be argued that it is only by 
moving towards democracy that the rage of Moslem 
fundamentalism will be channelled into a constructive 
engagement with the rest of the world. The evidence 
from other parts of the globe is unclear. India and Paki- 
stan are both democracies, and that has not stopped a 
series of “hot” wars, or an escalating “cold” war of 
nuclear weapons competition. Nor have the excesses of 
Islamic theocracy been noticeably curbed in Pakistan. 

The issue of democracy is not raised by the succes- 
sion in Jordan alone. Power has been effectively handed 
down in the house of Ffchd in Saudi Arabia, while 
leaders in Egypt and Syria will be replaced in the next 
few years. Colonel Gaddafi in Libya is not a well man, 
while even Saddam Hussein must be approaching his 
rendezvous with mortality. In that context, King Hus- 
sein's limited moves towards a constitutional monarchy 
should be seen as a welcome attempt to secure power 
based on popular consent King Abdullah should be given 
support to broaden his democratic base. 

The best hope for advancing the Middle East peace 
process, though, lies in a different succession battle later 
this year If the Israeli elections replace Benjamin 
Netanyahu with a leader who can unite the forces com- 
mitted to peace and dialogue with the Palestinians, which 
are greater than the forces of hostility, then King Hus- 
sein's life work stands a chance of being completed. 



A mixed review for 
this angry young man 

GORE VIDAL once said that the only people who enjoy 
themselves in the theatre are the cast Dor much of the 
time, he is right Which theatre-goer has not looked at 
his or her watch or wondered why the seats are so 
uncomfortable in the middle of a supposedly engross- 
ing and emotional performance? It is not a new observ- 
ation. John Osborne got himself all worked up about the 
staid politeness of middle-class life in general and the 
theatre in particular 40 years ago, and tried to shake it 
up. Not that Lock Bode m Anger would keep everyone 
from fiddling with their programme notes. 

Steven Berkoff revived the angry spirit with his 
demand that drama should be “in your fece” - to sim- 
ilarly mixed reviews. Now Irvine Welsh, famous for the 
ambiguous heroin due of Trainspotting, has become the 
latest angry young person to rail against the suffocat- 
ing politeness and tedium of British theatre. 

He certainly succeeded in shocking the bourgeois: one 
critic described his new play, You’ll Have Had Your Hole, 
as “the most obnoxious and contemptible”that he had 
ever seen. Indeed, his tale of gangsterism, anal rape, 
torture and drug-taking would not be to everyone’s taste. 
But there is something rather predictable about Mr 
Welsh’s rant against the elitism of modem theatre. It 
migh t have made the pulse race faster in Mr Osborne's 


day, now it is easier to dismiss such adolescent posturing 
as mere publicity-seeking. 

But what of the substance of Mr Welsh’s complaint 
that, because theatre is a “posher and older’' medium 
than the cinema, most West End plays are “soporific” 
and most theatres have a “cricket Test ambience 
designed to keep a younger, hipper crew away”? 

It is true that too much of our theatre is self-satisfied, 
too many bad plays are put on and too many audiences 
are prepared to put up with it because they think they 
are being highbrow. And these are faults that all too few 
people involved in the theatre will recognise. But there 
are boring films and books as welL Imagine an author 
going on a talk show to launch a tirade against Captain 
Cored fs Mandolin, saying it was silly and pompous and 
demanding to know who on earth could afford to pay 
£17.99 for the hardback. He or she would be laughed out 
of the studio. If you do not like a book, you can stop read- 
ing it If the film is no good, you can go to sleep until it 
is over or engage in traditional back-row- of- the-mo vies 
pastimes. If a rock concert is not as good as the CD you 
can go and get a drink But theatre is different The aud- 
ience is implicated in the performance. It is trapped. If 
people are bored, it affects what happens on stage. 
Whatever a cinema audience does, it does not change 
what is on the screen. 

That is why the audience for a mediocre play feels 
embarrassed, constrained and annoyed But that is also 
why, if a live performance succeeds in “breaking 
through”, it is so much more powerful than a film. The 


audience can be swept up in a way that is all the more 
memorable for not retying on the set chang in g with every 
shot, or the special effects, or the fact that the director 
was able to choose the best of 40 takes. It is precisely 
the closed-in, inescapable nature of the theatre that 
makes great drama great. 

Sadly, the reality is that there is too much tedious 
drama staged and as Mr Welsh says, too little innova- 
tion. But to extrapolate from this that “theatre is fin- 
ished as an art form”, a theme that appears in the 
national press eveiy three months or so, is daft. 
Because when the theatre is good it can be sublime. 
Depending on taste, a good Shakespeare production, a 
good Andrew Lloyd Webber musical, a good farce, even 
a good Irvine Walsh play, can stay with you for life in a 
way nothing else can. 

That old chestnut... 

JAMES CALLAGHAN. 86, says he does not agree with 
an age limit of 75 for the new-Iook House of Lords. He 
would say that, wouldn't he? But the old buffer is right 
The proposal, which ministers are considering, is an 
embarrassment for Tony Blair; who just this week 
vouchsafed his opposition to age discrimination in the 
pages of Saga Magazine. If oldies are allowed to drive 
provided they pass another test, should not MPs. judges 
and members of the Upper House be allowed to serve, 
provided they can name the shadow Home Secretary? 


Even the smallest gesture from 
the IRA could salvage peace 




I HEAR the sound of distant drums. 
They are beating in the future - about 
two months away to be precise. The 
drums to which I refer are those of 
Ulster’s marching season, the summer 
months of unrest and irrationality. If 
' *the Ulster peace process were work- 
• - ing as it should, then there would be 
less reason than usual to fear the 
advent of the marching season at 
Elaster. There would be a power- 
sharing executive of unionists and 
nationalists sitting in Stormont with 
shared responsibility for the policing 
of demonstrations. 

Mr David Trimble and Mr Seamus 
Mallon would be sitting down with the 
leaders of Sinn Fein and loyalist 
groups to smooth a path through the 
dangerous summer months. 

But what we have now is an 
agreement without the apparent will 
to make it work Instead the punish- 
ment squads - fascists by any other 
name - batter and brutalise, the IRA 
and loyalist paramilitaries sit on their 

arsenals and dssident republicans plot 
a renewed campaign of terror. 

Mo Mowlam's uncharactenshcally 
gloomy expression on television this 
( cveek was an indication of the 
Precarious state of the process. Be 
Assured that we are in serious trouble. 
Tire central assumption of the peace 
process - that common sense will 
ultimately prevail - looks less tenable 
than at any time since the Drumcree 
stand-off last Juty. , 

Consider the largely unreported 

clashes that have occurred around the 

Garvaghy Road area in the past week 
or so. Sectarian tension is high m 
Portadown, and the Drumcree stand- 
off is again building towards a con- 
frontation. Hardline loyalists, who 
have long wished for the collapse m the 


agreement seem the latest crisis over 
decommissioning the chance to drag 
the Ulster Unionists out of the 
process. They wffl again use Drumcree 
as a focal point of their anger. 

That protest collapsed last year onty 
because of the tragic deaths of three 
young Catholic boys. Had that tragedy 
not happened the police and Army 
would have faced an unprecedented 
confrontation with loyalist protest- 
ers. That in turn would almost cert- 
ainly have ruined Mr Trimble’s 
chances of persuading the doubters in 
his own party to stick with the process. 
As Drumcree looms once again, Mr 
Trimble needs all the help he can get. 
What he wants is to see a start to the 
decommissioning process 

The question is whether those 
whom he needs to help him, principally 
Gerry Adams and Martin McGufcness, 
are either willing or able to deliver I 
believe Mr Adams has travelled a long 
cBstance to his present position. He has 
made a journey that has involved the 
abandonment of armed struggle and 
the acceptance - so long unt hinkab le 
for republicans - of a political settle- 
ment within a United Kingdom. 

The notion that he would bring his 
movement that far and then abandon 
the process for the sake of guns does 
not tally with what he know of his prag- 
matic political approach- It has been 

suggested that Mr Adams could make 

an historic compromise and follow the 
route of another republican leader; 
Eamon de Valera, wboin 1927 agreed 
to take an oath of allegiance to the King 

in order to enter the Dafl of the new 
Irish Free State. 

But there is a critical historical dif- 
ference in the drcumstances in vdiidi 
both men have operated When de 
Valera agreed to take the oath he did 



Fergal Keane 

The peace process is likely 
to break down unless the 
republicans compromise on 
weapons decommissioning 

so as the leader of a movement that 
had suffered a resounding mOitaiy de- 
feat four years before, in the Irish Civil 
War. The backwash of defeat enabled 
de Valera to make his historic U-turn. 
Militarism as a principle had been dis- 
credited. Even then, some of de 
Valera’s supporters were said to have 
attended the Dafl with guns secreted 
on their persons. The issue for today’s 
IRA is that, unlike its forebears in the 
Irish civil war; it has not been defeat- 
ed and thus should not be espected to 
“surrender" its weapons. One of the 
essential buikiing-blocte of the current 
settlement is the promise that nolxxty 
has been defeated. 

Decommissioning of weapons is 
wrongly seen by republicans as an im- 
plicit acceptance of military defeat 
And yet that is what the agreement 
which Sinn Ftein (and by implication 
thelRAj supported now demands. But 
let us stay with de Valera for a moment 
“Dev" was an exceptionally shrewd 
political operator. While he lacked 
the passion and charisma of Michael 


Collins, he was by for the more wily 
politician. That is why Dev survived 
the murderous trauma of the civfl war 
years and Collins did not Mr Adams 
knows there are many republican 
dissidents who would happily send him 
the way of Collins. And he may fed that 
he has pulled republicans as far as he 
can along the road to compromise^ with 
Mr Trimble. His concern now is 
probably as much with keeping the 
mainstream republican movement 
together as it is with advancing the 
peace process. 

The brutal attempts of the IRA to 
keep the dissidents in line - witness 
the beating of Paddy FOx last week - 
are the most public sign we have of the 
battle within republicanism. Now that 
the Real IRA and Continuity IRA are 
building up weapons supplies and ap- 
parently planning terrorist attacks in 
Britain, the possibility of a fratricidal 
feud with the Provisional IRA be- 
comes a serious possibility. 

Can the Ptwk afford a well-armed 
nnd mfiitarity aggressive organisation 
claiming the mantle of the Irish Re- 
publican Army? If it (fid come tea fight 
the Proves would win, but the cost in 
terms of lives and political progress 
could be huge. 

For one thing the eruption of a 
shooting war would force the Gov- 
ernment to suspend Sinn Fein's in- 
volvement in the peace process - the 
argumem that the IRA was fighting to 
destroy a dissident threat to the 
process would be given short shrift 

A bloody feud similar to those we 
have seen in the past would be one 
breach of the Mitchell Principles too 
fee And how sure could we be that the 
Provisionals and Sinn Fein would be 
led by the same people who have 
steered the republican movement 


successfully through the past few 
dangerous years? 

I believe David Trimble and Gerry 
Adams are both brave men. They are 
creatures of different cultures and 
traditions thrown together by the 
demands of peace. 

The question now should be how 
they can help each other. I believe 
those around Mr Trimble when they 
say that any compromise on decom- 
missioning by the Ulster Unionist 
leader would lead to his political 
demise. That is a feet not political spin. 
But I also accept that Mr Adams is not 
in a position to deliver the wholesale 
decommissioning of IRA weapons. 
What then is the half-way house that 
gets both men off the hook and allows 
this process to move forward? 

There must be a symbolic gesture 
towards decommissioning from the 
IRA. How they do it, where they do it, 
what weapons are involved, is a mat- 
ter they can resolve with the decom- 
missiomng body 

I don't believe there will be a large- 
scale destruction of guns - not while 
the threat from dissidents and loyalist 
paramilitaries remains, not while the 
peace process remains in such a 
precarious state. But it is not too mucb 
to ask that the IRA signals its 
commitment to the peace process by 
offering a gesture tothe embattled Mr 
Trimble. It is then up to Mr Trimble 
to accept that gesture and convince his 
supporters. 

Things are bad, but there is still 
time and there is still a ch (rice. The IRA 
must make its choice now: a crucial 
gesture towards peace or a summer 
and more of agony. 

The writer is a BBC News special 
correspondent 



Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 


Kosovar children 
refugees in Albania 
face cold, hunger and 
disease as winter 
deepens. Many are in 
deep shock, having 
witnessed their parents 
and relatives killed in 
the awful atrocities 
from which they fled, 
Albania, the poorest 
country in Europe, has 
few resources to 
support the massive 
influx of refugees. 



Your action will help children who 
have lost everything 

The European Children’s Trusi needs your su-ifi 
response co set up an emergency centre in Shkoder. northern 
Albania, to help 2500 refugees. Our centre will provide 
basic necessities and schooling to give security to (he 
confused and frightened refugee children living in Shkoder. 

These are children and families whose homes have 
been lost, perhaps forever. 

Special help is needed for the traumatised children who 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a 
normal life. 

• £30 could buy emergency medicine and 
. food supplements for 5 Kosovar refugee 
children for a week. 

Kosova Emergency Appal. The Eunjdn Children's Tnra. FREEPOST KF-\'W. 
64d Queen 5&*L London, EC4B -3AR 


Please send what you can to .save the 




displaced Kosovar children this winter. Call 
0800 056 3686 now or cut the coupon below 


,1 enclose D£30 Dray choice £ to save Kosovar 

children. (Cheques to Die European Children's Trust please I. 

Or debit my Access/Visa/CAF card: 

Card no Expiry dau 

Signature Date 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 

- Postcode 

Telephone no 

Heat* (earn 10 : Tanya Baimn. iIWA). Kosova 
Emargw My Ap peal. The European Children''. 

Tnuo. FREEPOST KE8359. 6W Queen Succt. 

London. ECJB 4AR . 

Or call 0800 056 3686 NOW. 


xA* 

Um ibnfw CbUnfli Than 
ftcjf. Charj\ ,Yi- i*fl Wm* 




Please act NOW - your gift will give hope 


: .™sw 
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Direct Line rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


Direct Line Personal l^«»n 


tfXOM 9.9% APR- 
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MORTGAGE RATE 

Direct line Standard tenable Mortgage Rate 

VARIABLE RATE 
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6.89% 
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SAVINGS RATES 


Direct line Direct Access Account 

UP'T0 6-i 5% : GROSS /ABR . 
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(DIRECT LINE) 


Call us now quoting ref. NINDB23 

For nHMtpigtt. mill; wy wL Vriim qnocuboi oa mptu. Sofcjua to mm. 

Monppi nod prrwni lm iviUilr n E»|(ni Scocfcmd ««l Wa. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

For Biiop. dnooin ml nHButoafc «fa yam ku* worn - do* J »rtl»t pm low 
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LOOSE CHANGE 


HOLDEN MEEHAN, the 
Independent financial 
advice firm, has published 
a new and substantially 
updated edition of its 
guide to green and ethical 
investments. The 40-page 
guide comments on the 
latest development in the 
market, including “dark”, 
“medium” and “fight" 
green investments, ethical 
banking, plus key 
questions for potential 
investors to consider, and 
offers a self-diagnostic 
profile section at the end. 
FYee copies are available 
by calling 0800 7314505. 

NORTHERN ROCK is 
launching a new 
mortgage package which 
combines a borne loan 
with a personal one. The 
offer allows borrowers to 
use the money for non- 
mortgage repayment 
purposes. Loans are 
secured against the 
property. Rates start at 
6.49 per cent and are 
guaranteed to remain at 
0.5 per cent below 
Northern Rock's 
standard variable rate 
for the duration of the 
loan period. Call 0845 
6006050 for details. 

STANDARD LIFE 

Investments is cutting 
annual management 
charges on Global 
Advantage, its actively- 
managed fund, from 1.5 
per cent to 1 per cent The 
reduction will apply both 
to new investors and to its 
existing 82,000 customers. 
The cut allows Global 
Advantage, Standard 
Life's biggest fend, to 
obtain a Government- 
backed CAT mark, the 
benchmark given to funds 
offering feir terms, low 
costs and easy access. 
More details are available 
from any independent 
financial adviser 

WITH INTEREST rates 
coming down fast, it is 
sometimes more 
expensive to take out a 
shorter-term fix in case 
one is left with a higher 
rate by the end of the 
fixed-term period. 
Manchester Building 


Society is lau nc hi n g a 
two-year fix, pegged at 
4.49 per cent until March 

2001. There is an 
arrangement fee of £305 
applying on minimum 
loans of £50,000. Can 
0161 833 8899. 

NORWICH UNION is 

outing the initial charge 
on its European Equity 
Fund PEP from 5 per cent 
to 3 per cent, until Monday 
5 ApriL Contact an 
independent financial 
adviser for more details. 

FIRST ACTIVE, the 
telephone-based 
mortgage lender and 
savings account 
provides is launching a 
range of new euro- 
denominated offshore 
accounts, based in 
Guernsey. They include 
Instant access, 30-day 
and 60-day notice 
accounts. Call 01481 
710400 for details of 
interest rates. 

FIRST MORTGAGE, the 
telephone-based home 
loan company is 
launching its cheapest 
ever three-year fixed rate 
mortgage, pegged at 3.99 
per cent until 31 March 

2002. The loan requires a 
£395 application fee and is 
available on loans-fco- value 
up to 90 per cent There 
are no compulsory 
insurances. Call 0800 
080088 for more details. 

SUN RANK, the banking 
arm of Sun Life of 
Canada, the insurers, is 
guaranteeing the rates 
on its variable Tessas 
until 5 ApriL Variable 
rate Tessas currently 
pay 6.75 per cent Call 
01438 744656. 

SG ASSET Management is 
launching a PEP- 
qualifying UK Income unit 
trust, with a yield 
marginally above those 
available In equity 
markets. It aims to boost 
income by improving 
growth. Initial charges are 
5.25 per cent with annual 
management fees of L5 
per cent taken from 
capitaL Call 0800 1007426. 
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performed the best * 
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NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 
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A glance ai the lable will show you 
how the Legal & General All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP has out-performed 
all its major All-Share Index -Tracking 
compel iropi since its launch. 

ll follows ihe FTSE .Ml-Sliare Index. 

This Index reflects die performance of 
cite entire siockmarket. so it reduces the 
risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
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Biff! Kerpow! Splat! There goes another warlord 
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HAS YOUR local swimming-pool 
turned into a sports and leisure 
centre yet? Ours has. I know this 
because above the door where 
there used to be a modest sign say- 
“>g “Entrance to pool" and an 
anw* there is now a huge blue, 
white and gold billboard coveriiS 
half the wall with SPORTS AND 
LEISURE CENTRE in 2-ft-higb 
letters surrounded by fluorescent 
go-fester snipes. It's certainly im- 
pressive. People walking past stop 
and gaze at it in wonder; as well 
they might because, apart from the 
sign, nothing else has changed 
The lino in the passage is still 
scuffed The ladies' changing-room 
has the same mottled concrete 
floor sloping towards the centre, 
and the 2-in puddle of brackish 
water that inevitably collects in this 
depression still offers excellent 


hydroponic opportunities for the 
cultivation of old tissues, verruca 
plasters, toenails and hair 

I fled There have been rhangas 
Outside the gents' changing-room, 
in place of the scales that gave your 
weight in stones, pounds and 
ounces, there is now a vast, dirome 
vending-machine offering 50 vari- 
eties of health drink and, beside it, 
a glass cabinet displaying super- 
support sports bras. This must be 
the leisure section. 

Last time I went for a swim the 
receptionist asked if I wanted the 
special half-price membership to 
the gym, available in February 
only. What gym? “Eadisha”. called 
the receptionist “Wbuldyou show 
the lady our new facilities? "A sup- 
erbly supported girl in trainers 
emerged from a back room and 
took me upstairs. “Isn't this where 



SUE ARNOLD 

She showed me how, with 
a knee-jerk to the groin, 
I could unseat a mugger 
on the Northern line 


the spectators’ gallery is?" I asked, 
remembering noisy swimming- 
gala evenings. “I didn't think there 
was anything else up here apart 
from a couple Dfbroom cupboards.” 


You'd be amazed how much fit- 
ness equipment you can squeeze 
into two broom cupboards, or how 
many sweaty people. If the man on 
the weighing-machine had had 
more hair, or indeed any hair at all, 
it would have brushed the knees of 
the girl on the exercise bike eveiy 
time he leaned forward. Kadisha 
said there were plans to incorpor- 
ate a multi-purpose exercise 
studio, butrd had enough sport for 
one day and took the membership 
brochure home to ponder. 

“Why don't you get a personal 
trainer.'’ advised a well-heeled 
friend who is currently in the 
middle of an acrimonious divorce, 
most of the acrimony arising from 
her ex-husband’s refusal to con- 
tinue paying for her personal train- 
er The mean beast, said Phoebe. 
“I know they’re expensive. But 


they’re 10 times more effective 
than going to a gym and work out 
cheaper because you stop going to 
gyms because they're so squalid.” 
I thought of the bald man on the 
weighing-machine How much is a 
personal trainee and what exactly 
do they do. I asked. How long is a 
piece of string, said Phoebe 

Next morning, Anne-Marie tall, 
lithe blonde and carrying a sports 
bag full of weights and boxing 
gloves, arrived at 730 sharp. She 
specialises in that strain of martial 
arts known as Tai-Kwon-Do, her 
aim being not just to make you fit, 
but fighting fit Her husband. Win- 
ston, is the British Tbi kick-boring 
champion. 1 don't suppose their 
neighbours complain about loud 
music after 1030pm. 

Between six and seven that 
morning Anne-Marie had person- 


ally framed a banker in Hampstead 
who wanted toning and muscle de- 
finition. After me she had a couple 
of housewives who wanted to lose 
weight and, that evening, she was 
seeing a barrister who was partic- 
ularly fond of that Thi-Kwon-Do ex- 
ercise where you jump, twist and 
kick. He likes kicking really hard. 

I cleared sundry shoes, cereal 
bowls and items of clothing from 
the sitting-room floor and Anne- 
Marie took me through some 
warm-up exercises. “Great" she 

said, “you're doing great Now kick 
this.” She produced what looked 
like a leather oven-glove and held 
it at waist height. “Kerpow!" went 
my bare foot against the glove. 

“Mum, where’s my packed 
lunch?” said the youngest Biff! Ker- 
pow! Splat! I was now doing ex- 
tended twist-kicks like Bruce Lee 


and the lawyer “Where, is his 
lunch?" asked my husband. 

Anne-Marie was explaining how 
Thi-Kwon-Do was invented by op- 
pressed Korean peasants. There 
was one particularly impressive 
aerial kick designed to unseal op- 
pressive warlords from their 
horses but. unfortunately, she 
couldn't demonstrate it for me be- 
cause she had just cracked a rib. 
Gosh, how? I asked. After a bad 
coughing fit, said Anne-Marie. 

I should like to learn how to un- 
seat an oppressive warlord but. in 
the meantime. Anne-Marie showed 
me how; with a graceful knee-jerk 
to the groin, I could unseat or 
more likely unman a mugger on the 
Northern Line. 

TDning. muscle definition, self- 
defence. It's a snip. Go for it. 
Phoebe. Why settle for less? 


The Saturday Profile 

David Davies, acting Chief executive of the fa 

The presentable 
face of football 
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THE PRESS conference was turning nasty 
and Bobby Robson, the England football 
manager; did not like the way the questions 
were going. Finally he snapped, got up from 
his chair, stepped off the dais, and opened 
a side door. Several brooms fell out 
Robson, flustered, strode through the 
media to the door at the far end of the halL 
Then he strode back; he had left his ma - 
ckintosh on the chair Muffled sniggers 
v were heard. This is how the Fbotball As- 
sociation used to work. 

On Tuesday there was another press 
conference, called to announce the dis- 
missal of Glenn Hoddle, one of Robson’s 
successors. Seconds into it, with David 
Davies, the FA'S director of public affairs 
and acting chief executive, reading a pre- 
pared statement, a man burst into the room 
screaming obscenities. As he was wrestled 
to the ground by security men and sur- 
rounded tor press photographers, Davies 
quietly waited. Then, after a light-hearted 
reference to being interrupted for a 
“commercial break”, he calmly read the 
statement again. 

This is how the FA works today. This is 
why Davies, the FAs press officer; managed 
to emerge from a week in which his chief 
: client was pilloried, ridiculed and sacked, 
with his own image enhanced. Acute pol- 
: ideal antennae, a smooth presentational 
manner, hard work and ruthlessness en- 
sured that Hoddle's departure was not ac- 
companied by that of his messenger, 
x Davies is football's spin doctor; its 
Alastair Campbell. But he is also its Peter 
Mandelson, seeking to direct policy as well 
as disseminate iL 

In his dramatic rise from reporting on 
football to running it, he. too, has made en- 
emies; but unlike Tony Blair's fallen 
favourite, he is yet to overreach himself 
He even survived his collusion with Hoddle 
in the notorious World Cup diary, which be- 
trayed dressing-room confidences. 

Davies has now become, in the words 
of one leading commentator, “arguably the 
most powerful administrator in toe English 
game”. At a time when football, once con- 
fined to factory floor and public ban even 
pervades the Cabinet, that is an influen- 
tial position, one underlined by regular con- 
tact between Davies and Campbell. 

Such a link should come as no surprise, 
given Davies's background. Politics is in 
the family; his grandfather was mayor of 
St Pan eras and his father would have con- 
tested the 1950 election but for his eariy 
death. They were Tbries, but other family 
njnembers had socialist al legiances and it 
Jv-as that example which Davies followed 
when he became involved in student pol- 
itics at Sheffield University. 

Fbotball was also in his blood by then; 
appropriately, he played left wing for the 
university. He had been enraptured by the 
perceived adult glamour of the game as an 
eight-year-old. when Manchester United 
fans wearing big, bright red rosettes had 
visited the family grocer's at Euston Sta- 
tion en route to that year’s FA Cup finaL 


Though he attempts to be impartial he 
remains a keen United fen. Last Sunday, 
while working on the Hoddle story, I was 
on the phone to him when he suddenly 
sounded distracted. I looked up and saw 
that on television. Sky were showing 
United’s match-winning goal at Chariton, 
scored a few seconds earlier 

Life Story 


Origins: Bom 28 May 7948, in 
London. 

Education: Sheffield University (BA 
politics); Oxford (Cert Ed). 

Media career: Belfast Telegraph 
(1970): BBC Wales (1971-72); BBC 
Manchester (1972-83); Political 
correspondent (1983-86): 

Education correspondent (1986- 
89); BBC Midlands (1989-94). 
Other jobs: Football Association: 
Director of Public Affairs (February 
1994-); Acting chief executive 
(December 1998-). 

Family: Welsh father. Irish mother. 
Scottish wife, 

Susan, a former 
Miss Britain. They 
married in 1977 
haring become 
engaged on their 
first date. Two 
daughters. 

Amanda and 
Caroline. 

Nicknames: The Bishop (BBC). Mr 
Bumble (tabloids) 

He says: “I am a football fan first 
and foremost.’' 

Critics say: 'He is upfront without 
ever coming forward with the kind 
of friendship that suggests he Is 
totally sincere." (Nigel Clarke, 
sports writer) 


He took his twin passions to Oxford, 
where he acquired a teaching certificate 
he has never used, before entering jour- 
nalism with the Belfast Telegraph. That 
week the Troubles began; timing, as he is 
fond trf spying, is everything. 

He swiffly moved on to the BBC, initially 
in Wales, then Manchester; London and 
Bi rmingham. During a varied 23-year car- 
eer be covered everything: politics, educ- 
ation, crime - even presenting Songs of 
praise. The experience has been invalu- 
able in his current jobs. His time as a lobby 
correspondent educated him in the ways 
of Westminster and brought him important 
contacts; his interviewing and prese n ting 
taught him to handle himself in front of 
reporters and cameras. All the while he 
maintained a fink with football covering 
matches, attending tournaments, seeing 
for himself the terrible gaffes the FA 
blundered into. 

The FA had a press office, but it was 



given little status and staffed accordingly. 
During Graham Taylor’s ill-fated reign one 
press officer arrived at a media conference 
with a large alarm clock in an attempt to 
instil control over its duration. As in most 
British sporting institutions, the principle 
was the hopeless one of suppressing news 
rather than anticipating and managing it 

Davies was approached, with a brief to 
change this, almost five years ago. His title, 
“director of public affairs” rather than 
“press officer”, reflected the enhanced rote. 
It has proved to be a more difficult task than 
be could have imagined. He spent his first 
12 months reacting to events as three foot- 
ballers were accused of match-fixing, an- 
other confessed to a drugs, alcohol and 
gambling addiction, Eric Cantona as- 
saulted a supporter, England fans rioted 
in Dublin, and there were allegations of 
“bongs” (illegal financial inducements) in- 
volving leading managers. 

However; as with this week, each crisis 
gave Davies justification for pushing 
through changes, often in the face of stem 
resistance from a hidebound and con- 
servative administration. His creation of 
a large press department led to accusations 
of empirebuilefing but, aside from the need 
to meet the growing demands of the 
media, this was more a case of building the 
power base that was required to survive 
the FA’s internal politics. 

It has also, his detractors say. enabled 
him to concentrate on the more glamorous 
jobs while others do the paperwork. Most 
notably Davies presents the televised FA 
Cup draw and arts as press attache to the 
England coach of the day. Given his tele- 
vision experience it would be daft if he were 
not to undertake the first role; but there 
is a hint of vanity here, and it almost cost 
him his job in the s umme r 

Davies has advised three England man- 
agers: Terry Venables, Hoddle, and the 
caretaker incumbent. Howard Wilkinson. 
The media was divided by Venables: they 
either loved or hated him. Hoddle wanted 
to avoid this and sought to be even-hand- 
ed. Thus, when he decided to write a book 
about England’s World Cup campaign last 
summer as had previous England coaches, 
he and Davies decided that Davies should 
“ghost-write" for him. 

It was a public relations disaster. 
Information was released that had been 
previously denied, and several leading 
figures in the game, including current 
internationals, were criticised. Davies’s 
desire to tell a story had got the better of 
his judgement. He later admitted: “I 
wanted to be involved, as I had never 
written a book before - but I won’t be doing 
another in a hurry.” 

He can also, notes a friend, be 
“pompous”. Two years ago, at a reception 
in the British Embassy in Rome to promote 
England’s 2006 World Cup Bid, Davies told 
a rambling tale about the guest of honour; 
the former Manchester United and Eng- 
land footballer Sir Bobby Chariton. It was 
about an intrepid back-packing student in 




Called to action: a dramatic rise from sports reporting to running the Football Association Adam Butler'PA 


the Seventies who found himself impris- 
oned at an Iron Curtain border town for 
having the wrong papers. The guards 
freed him after he said the magic words 
“Bob-bee Chari-ton”. Long before the de- 
nouement it was obvious that the pay-off 
would be “and I was that poor student”. 

Rift Havips ran la ugh at hhriwlf and hap - 
pily tells a tale from Euro *96, the football 
championship England hosted three years 
ago. One night Davies had retired to bed 
eariy leaving the playere celebrating an im- 
portant victory. He was awoken by a call 
from reception informing him that a retired 
colonel firing near the hotel had com- 
plained about the noise. He went outside, 
couldn’t hear a thing, but told the players 
- who were not drunk- to keep the noise 
down, and went back to bed. 

He was awoken again to be told that the 
colonel had complained to the police that 
two players had been running around 
naked in the hotel gardens and had been 
seen by bis teenage daughters. The police 
were downstairs. They said the colonel 
wanted to press charges. The horrific 
prospect of this leaking out to the press 
loomed. Davies was asked to come down 
to the station to answer questions and to 
organise an identity parade. Then one of 
the policemen cracked, and burst out 


laughing The whole affair had been set up 
by Terry Venables. 

The pair formed a warm relationship 
based on humour They once planned an 
April Fbol’s Day joke that involved faxing 
aD the national newspapers to announce 
a new press conference policy - “one for 
journalists with joined- up writing one for 
tabloids”. Tb Davies’s enduring frustration 
Venables leaked the tale. 

Writing and surviving the World Cup 
book brought Davies and Hoddle close to- 
gether but, last week, Davies cut Hoddle 
adrift as soon as he sensed the way the 
wind was going He was also acting chief 
executive, and his need to protect the FA 
- and himself - overtook his desire to pro- 
tect Hoddle. As Hoddle floundered Davies 
prospered, presenting an unflappable 
presence to the cameras and a strong band 
to the men who will decide, this summer, 
whether he should be given the chief ex- 
ecutive’s role permanently. 

He has not publicly decided whether to 
apply. He is unsure about the effect on his 
family who stiD live in Birmingham, though 
the eldest daughter is now at Oxford. 
Having lost his father as an infan t he val- 
ues family life, and the stresses of this week 
and the summer; when the fuss about the 
book coincided with several dose family 


members spending time in hospital, has 
given him pause for thought 

Most observers expect him to take it if 
the chance arises. Enough of the idealist 
student remains to see football as a pot- 
ential force for good and, since his arrival 
the FA has become much more active in 
promoting social causes including that of 
disabled football If he fails to be named as 
chief executive, he may stay in the game 
as long as football's star remains in the as- 
cendant He enjoys the sport and, at pre- 
sent, the profile of the job is as high as 
anything in government It is also possi- 
ble to impact on people's lives more directly. 

But should he choose to.leave the sport, 
or be squeezed out expect him to move into 
politics. He is ambitious, is well thought of 
in government circles and those of the Op- 
position, and already has much of the politi- 
cian's manner. While not mendacious, he 
can stonewalL When the pressure was on 
this week he turned questions about 
Hoddle's comments about disabled people 
into an advertisement for an FLA initiative 
on disabled sport 

Whatever happens to Davies, he is 
likely to be seen on our television screens 
for several years to come, and it will not 
be presenting Songs of Praise. 

Glenn Moore 


■- ~v.”' 


u -< 


KARELYCAN a project have been as 
ill-starred as Steve Martin's attempt 
a few years ago to revive Sergeant 
Bilko, the TV character made glor- 
iously immortal by the great Phil Sil- 
vers. Martin's trouble is that he 
suffers from what doctors call Robin 
Williams syndrome, an insatiable 
seed for every character he pfays to 
> a touchy, fedy, huggy bundle of 
low. which wasn’t Bilko at alL 

The joy of Bilko was that he was 
essentially disreputable, an army 
sergeant who would trick the young 
soldiers in his charge out of their 
meagre wages and shamelessly flat- 
ter his superiors for his own nefar- 
ious ends; yet for all that, you could 
not help liking him. 

This was almost entirely due to 
the performance of Silvers, previ- 


ously a successful vaudevillian, an 
occasional movie star, and the com- 
poser of FTank Sinatra’s hit song 
“Nancy with the Laughing Rice”, 
who in his own words “was predes- 
tined to play BUko”. 

Not that there was much per- 
forming involved- When Silvers was 
cloistered with the writer Nat Hiken 
in 1951 and asked to come up with 

a sit-com for CBS, his genius was to 
create a character based, according 
to the journalist Robert Ch a lme rs, 
in a definitive profile of the actor; “on 
silvers' own instincts, notably a fun- 
damental compassion masted by a 
pathological craving for action”. 

Phil Silvers was the gambler's 
gambles haunted by the voice that 
tormented Sergeant Bilko. “I hear 
money" Bilko would tefl his men. 


ACCIDENTAL HEROES OF THE 

20th Century 

26: Phil Silvers, actor 


“Our money. Crying out into the 
night, 'Daddy take us home’” The 
difference was, as Silvers once 
lamented , that Bilko had rather 
better scriptwriters. He used to win 
the jackpot sometimes. 

Silvers, by afi accounts, like many 
in thrall to his particular addiction, 
got his buzz out of losing. It was a 
buzz he was rarely short of, but it did 
not, it will hardly startle you to 
learn, bring him happiness. The 


ramie genius's twin constant com- 
panions of melancholia and fear of 
failure blighted S Overs' life to the 
very end, in 1985. 

The actor's mental problems 
even found their way into Nat 
Hiken’s scripts for Bilko. In one 
episode, “The Rest Cure”, BOko 
feigns psychosis and is tormented by 
tom-toms audible only to himseiL In 
another he is plunged into a listless 
decline, having lost the urge to 


gamble. “Freud,” Bilko tells the 
motor pool in one of his semi- 
improvised monologues, “states 
that when a man has receded from 
society in his mind, and the frus- 
tration is inside him, he will 
withdraw from the world” - fore- 
shadowing his own story. 

But despite his problems, he - 
Bflko/SDvers - was, according to the 
evidence, a pussycat, loving of his 
children and generous to colleagues. 
And very, very funny. When he vis- 
its a medium, he says: “There are 
no lights on. She must be in.” 

He could improvise brilliantly. In 
the episode “The Court Martial”, a 
chimpanzee is accidentally inducted 
into the motor pooL Bilko is de- 
fending the animal at its trial when, 
to the horror of the cast, the accused 


dimbs down from the stand and lifts 
the receiver of a nearby telephone. 
“Sir, I request an adjournment," 
says Bilko. “My client is calling for 
another attorney” 

It is difficult to diverge from 
Chalmers’ view that, for its brief life 
between 1955 and 1959. The Phil Sil- 
vers Shaw achieved a level of sus- 
tained ins piration tha t has never 
been bettered in television comedy. 

In an era when the tradition in 
American sit-com was for the male 
lead to be played by some non- 
descript Dick in a button-down shirt 
- Dick York in Bewitched, Dick Van 
Dyke in anything - Silvers’ self- 
destructive decision to put so much 
of himself into prime time had more 
than a whiff of the gambler’s fool- 
hardy heroism about it 
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A chunk of Beachy Head falls down, 
The Cliffs of Dover stop being white: 
The teeth of England's southern coast 
Are rotting quietly overnight 
And disappointment will be rife 
Among the tourists coming in. 
Dispatch a dock of pigeons now, 
And spare the heart of Vera Lynn. 

It’s curtains for the ruddy duck, 

A waterfowl which likes to breed 
With other species - so much so 
That Michael Meacher feels the need 
Tb wipe the randy creatures out 
A move that's almost guaranteed 
To cause another rural row 
Among the meres and river-weed 
When twitchers in their anoraks, 
Who hate these bronze Anatidae, 
Lock horns with liberationists 
On river banks each Saturday. 

The “crisis of our Englishness r ... 

A blunt new survey rates us 
As a dull and vulgar people 
Whose Celtic neighbours hate us. 
The Scots, the Welsh, the Irish 
Make cultural advances 
While all we have are hooligans, 
Hugh Grant and morris dances. 
Now m^y 1 say in our defence 
Urue En glishness is subtler 
And hidden deep within us 
Lika the passion of a butler 
Fbr the mistress in her mansion, 

So it’s rare that we reveal it 
But because you cannot see it 
Doesn't mean we do not feel it 

Hoddle! Just the sound of it 
Deserves a definition. 

Hoddled by the tabloids. 

Then deprived of your position. 
Hoddle - used of journalists, 

A good collective noun 
For a pack of baying toerags 
Waiting months to do you down. 

New done control is on its way, 

The Government has told us so. 

But even if it’s put in force. 

If clones escape, how do we know? 
Besides, my done will be of use 
To write my stanzas if I die. 

And since he’s worked with me I find 
I like the bloke... and so do I. 


The Weasel 

On discovering that decadence is the new grey and Charles I was 
the shortest English monarch, I celebrate with an Alaskan red 



AS often seems to be the case, we 
find ourselves in a quandary about 
re-decorating Weasel Villas. We’d 
{dumped fbr art galley white in the fin- 
ing room, but then Mrs W read some- 
where that grey is afi the rage this yea^ 
Unfortunately, the walls are already 
painted grey. Alternatively, we could 
take the plunge for something a bit 
bolder Something historical perhaps, 
redolent of a time celebrated for artis- 
tic creativity but notorious for sexual 
experiment, a discordant, neurotic 
era teetering on the brink of totalitar- 

iamiKrq Tf tfrris swms pT ) a Inng~way frnni 

slapping on the Duka, you could be 
right, but it is what is being advocated 
in the pages of the current issue of The 
World of Interiors, which devotes 10 
pages to the “Weimar Palette”. 

As far as I’m aware, it is the first 
time that an article on decoration has 
been inspired by an unstable German 
republic (1919-1933). Hie magazine 
suggests that we should draw “the 
decadent styles of Twenties Berlin 
into the new naughty Nineties”. In case 
you're wondering how to adopt the 
fashionable Weimar look, the photo 
spreads include: a gaunt young man 
holding a carnation; a pair of elderly 
bohos hi a terminally frayed leather 
chair; an amaryllis m a bath-tub: a large 
lady in a red dress posing before a 
length of red fabric (a snip at £345 per 
metre): and an octopus in a “uranium 
glass vase” (£1,000). 

It looks just the ticket for Weasel 
Villas (particularly the octopus). Mind 
you, to get tiie fell flavour of Weimar 
edginess, well probably need to invest 
in one or two accessories. Getting six 


million unemployed into Weasel Villas 
may be a bit ambitious, but it should 
not be too hard to get Mrs W to plas- 
ter down her ham and wear a monocle. 
Eventually, I can see us both drinking 
schnapps and bellowing an off-key 
Kurt Wall number “Show me the 
w^y to the next whisky bar. ..” All veiy 
jolly. Hie only slight complication with 
such a daring makeover is: what comes 
after Weimar? 


IS THERE no limit to Rupert Mur- 
doch’s hypocritical prudery? The 
shame-faced hacks of the Murdoch 
empire are obliged to insert a 
generous helping of asterisks 
when using even moderately rude 
words. A classic occurred 

in last week’s Sunday Times Book 
Section, where Harvey Poriock’s 
survey of book reviews quoted 
WH1 Selfs view that “to a writer; 
literary bio^aphyis flat-out pom. 
W**k material”. 

Somehow, 1 find it unlikely that 
the add-tongued Mr Sell who was 
writing in the New Statesman, 
incorporated this brace of stars in 
his original copy. Yet, in order to avert 
a fit of the vapours in the maiden aunts 
who read the Sunday Times, the 
fY flVwimg Apithpf’TOgr Tithlpgjdy^ypaS - 
culated. It is, of course, a pretty obvi- 
ous irony that “W**k material” 
features on a daily baas in the Sunday 
Times’ sister paper; The Sim. 

It is just as writ that the publishers 
of Jonathon Green's acclaimed Dic- 
tionary of Slang (Cassell, £25) do not 
take a Murdochian line with scatology. 


Otherwise, this 1300-page tome, which 
provides 797 alternatives for mastur- 
bation, would contain whole galaxies 
of asterisks. Personally, Fm drawn to 
Mr Green’s more genteel inclusions, 
such as “Cwi Chase me round the gas- 
works!” (defined as “general exd. of 
astonishment”)- But it turns out th»t 


-Crikey*", “Cripes!”, and “Crumbs!” 


% 


are euphemisms fbr “Christ!”. To 
spare the blushes of delicate souls, they 
will doubtless appear as C***eyi, 
C***es! and C***bs! in Rupert’s rags. 


IT TURNS out that the small display in 
the Banqueting House, which I men- 
tioned last week, is not the sole event 
that commemorates the execution of 
Charles L A much largo* exhibition 
devoted to the unfortunate sovereign 


has opened in the Queen's Galleiy at 
Buckingham Palace. With unexpected 
black humom; the title of the show is 
The King’s Head. Treasures on show 
range from van Dyck’s stunning triple 
portrait of the melancholy monarch to 
a post-mortem miniature said to be 
embroidered with the king’s own hair. 
I had to go after reading a review by 
John Russell Taytoc intrigued in par- 
ticular by his assertion that 
“Charles I was the shortest Eng- 

t f nnn^y ph (while hiS SOO 

I Charles n was, oddly the tallest)". 

I This was puzzling because I 
I read somewhere that Edward I 

[ aka “Longshanks'’, the black- 

f hearted villain of Braseheort (hiss, 

boo!), was the tallest royal- My 
researches revealed that Charles 
Us reputation as a giant stems 

from a “wanted” poster during the 
Civil VPai; which described him as 
“a tall, dark man above two yards 
high” However there are one or 
two bits of evidence which suggest 
we should knock a few indies off 
tins estimate. According to one ref- 
erence work, the Merry Monarch 
“rode several winners at New- 
market”. When did you last see ajock- 
eywho topped 6ft? A more substantial 
indication of his true stature appears 
in a 1661 portrait by John Michael 
Wright, which portrays the king wear- 
ing a pair of rattier tarty doeskin boots 
with approximately three-inch heels. 

The shortness of his dad is less in 
question -not that you would guess he 
was a half pint from the noble portraits 
currency on display in Buck House. (An 
instructive parallel may be drawn 


with images of the less- than- lowering ; 

House of Windsor » Though one of the 
works is titled The High and Mighty 
Monarch Charles . the exhibition cat- 
alogue reveals that he was "no more 

than 3 ft -tin”. Still, this doesn't wees- 

saril v make him the shortest English 

monarch. I shouldn't have thought 
that Queen Victoria on indeed, the pre- 
sent incumbent would have to bend too 
much to negotiate a lintel at that 
height Of course, it should be borue 
in mind that Charles i's dimensions 
changed following his appointment 
with the axeman on 30 January 1649. 

After that his claim to the title oTsbort- 
est monarch is incontestable. 

_ « 

I SOMEHOW found time in my crowded 
schedule to see my old pals at Uw OM 
Koval Observatory for a sampling ofits 
Greenwich Meridian 2000 range of 
wines and spirits, soon appearing at a 
supermarket near you. Though the two 
dozen wines wen* initially intended to £ I 
represent each of the international 
time-zones, this proved a little tricky. 

The only land mass on zone lu. for 
example, is a chunk of Greenland, 
scarcely renowned for the finesse ofits 
vintages, while zone 2 is Alaska. 

Bv my estimation, the Greenwich 
grog covers only seven time- zones, but 
it has the compensation of being 
eminently quaflable i particularly the 
Scotch), it is. however to be Iwped that 
our official dock-watchers don’t gel too 
much of 3 taste for the official millen- 
nium hooch. After 75 years, the time 
signal wouldn't sound the same as: Pip, 
pip, pip. pip. hick! 
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Spirit of the age 
Paul Vallely 


Take the third way to nirvana 


THE SPECTRAL figures moved noise- 
lessly through the darkness into the 
elegant Georgian drawing-room. It 
was just before daybreak as they 
settled, cross-legged or kneeling, on 
their cushions and mats, drawing 
blankets and shawls around their 
shoulders, for their long meditation. 
The smell of the wick of a single light- 
ed candle drifted through the air as the 
breathing settled and the rosy streak 
of the new dawn slowly lit the room. 

This was Sharpham College for 
Buddhist Studies and Contemporary 
Enquiry which has its home in a 
PaUadian mansio n on the hanks of the 
river Dart in Devon. Its director spent 
seven years as a Tibetan Buddhist 
monk and three more in a Korean Zen 
monastery, but he is an Englishman, 
Stephen Batchelor, a scholar in 
classical Tibetan, Sanskrit and Pall 

In Britain today there are several 
traditional Buddhist monasteries, 
which seek to create islands of East- 
ern orthodoxy in a sea of Western 
secularism. But Sharpham is different. 
It looks for a middle way between the 
dogmatism found in the ancient Asian 
traditions and the rational objectivity 
of Western scepticism. It offers a Bud- 
dhism without beliefs -just the kind of 
thing that Glenn Hoddle might have 
found handy this week when he blun- 
dered into the oriental minefie ld which 
is the doctrine of karma. 

Batchelor’s great project which 
has caused a major stir among main- 
stream Buddhists across the world, has 


been to separate the techniques of the 
Buddha from the metaphysics of the 
Hindu culture into which the Buddha 
was born - aspects of which, despite 
his radicalisn in other areas, he simply 
accepted. “The Buddha offered a 
method,” says Batchelor; who is an 
expert in the Zen, Tibetan and Ther- 
avada traditions. “But he took Hindu 
cosmology for granted -the assump- 
tion that the earth is fiat; the idea of 
samsam, the endless cycle of birth and 
death.” Batchelor’s insistence is that 
you don't have to accept Asian cultural 
norms to benefit from Buddhism 
which, quintessential^, is a technique 
for living rather than a belief system. 

Hie great insight which the Buddha 
formulated some 500 years before 
Christ was that aD life is unsatisfactory 
and that the cause of this is craving or 
desire. Therefore, the cessation of de- 
sire mil bring about unlimited happi- 
ness (nirvana). He then set out an 
eight-fold path of moral ethical and 
spiritual guidelines to achieving this. 

This, Batchelor insists, is the real 
attraction of Buddhism, not the exotic 
exuberance of the robes, ritual and 
chanting that lured the great trek of 
Tfestem youth to the hippie Himalayas. 
He should know. He was one of them. 
“That Sixties sub-culture, with its 
psychotropic drugs, gave people the 
experience, however elusive, that one 
doesn't have to inhabit the world of 
common sense,” he says. “Butitgoes 
back much further than that” 

It goes back to the Enlightenment 


of course, when the Western psyche 
was rent asunder into the dualism of 
ra tionalism and romanticism. By the 
Sixties, the romantic impulse bad de- 
clared thpt materi alism, science and 
progress had - by jettisoning intuition 
- created a spiritual vacuum. They 
went East to recapture it 
“Tibet took on the motfaeriode of that 
projection; the last place to be mapped, 
it was seen as the last outpost of spir- 
itual values which had resisted the in- 
cursions of the comipt and degenerate 
West" says Batchelor; as we stride 
across the mudtfy fields of the 500-acre 
farm in which the college is set "Tib- 
etan Buddhism acts as a huge magnet 
for those of such aframe of mind. It has 
a mesmeric effect - Westerners are 
mystified and fascinated. But at a 
certain point the tide begins to turn; 
in the end I realised I was still Stephen 
Batdiefor who wasliom m Watford, and 
couldn’t live with the split identity.” 
The result is the stripped-down, re- 
made version he sets out In his in- 
ternational best-seller; Buddhism 
Without Beliefs. It does not reject the 
central notion of rebirth, so much as 
redefine it On life after death, he 
adopts the agnostic position of saying 
that we simply don't know. On rebirth, 
he says the concept does not neces- 
sarily imply a continuation of our per- 
sonality, but only of the force of life in 
the cycle of nature. The notion of 
karma - which insists, as Glenn Hod- 
dle knows all too wea, that actions have 
consequences - then becomes a mere 



statement of fact, rather than of moral 
culpability. Had Hoddle been able to 
separate metaphysics from morality so 
neatty he might still be the England 
coach. 

Traditionalist Buddhists are indig- 
nant at aft this. Remove the brick of 
reincarnation and the moral edifice 
collapses, they insist "Batchelor is 
ready to cast away too much that is 
integral” says one critic, the Venerable 
Bhikkhu Bodhl president of the Bud- 
dhist Publication Society rtf Sri Lanka. 
The result he says, is simplistic “The 
ultimate outcome of such concessions 
could be a psychologically oriented 
humanism tinged with Buddhist philo- 
sophy and a meditative mood.” 

That of course, is its very appeal to 
maqy Westerners, as was evident from 


1 


Hie Buddha sought to end desire and bring enlightenment msi 


the conversations of the students at 
Sharpham, who were typical of the pro- 
file of the modern European Buddhist 
- independent professionals, aged 
mainty 30 to 45. who grew up in homes 
without arty religious affiliation. 

“It appeals to the modem sense of 
pragmatism," says Batchelor. “They 
are not asked to believe, only to do - 
to sit and watch their breath and see 
what happens.” That may open the 
door to a world in which they can detect 
an inkling of something that cant be 
expressed in words - the mystical in- 
effable. subtler, deeper truth that some 
would call God. Or they may just learn 
how, in a hectic, driven, compulsive life, 
just to sit still walk more slowly and 
pay more attention to the here and now 
“Either way” says Stephen Batchelor. 


Days Like these 


JAMES THURBER 
< pictured K American 
humorist writes to 
Wolcott Gibbs 

“Dear Wolcott, I'm writing 
this in my office in The New 
Yorker, through whose 
corridors. Time magazine 
said 15 years ago, I often 
walked, an aged gray-eyed 
respected ghost The aged 
and gray* are still true, but 
it's bard to tell around here 
about respect anymore, or its 
kindred feelings. [The editor; 
Harold] Ross used to send a 
note reading, ‘Jesus Christ 
that was a swell piece.’ All 
you get now. if you insist on 
finding out what happened to 
a manuscript is a telegram 
saying. ’Piece bought money 
deposited’. A month ago they 
rejected a piece of mine with 
the highest and warmest and 
most complete praise I have 
got since Ross died. 

It seems that you should 
show up around here at least 
once a year to break the 
legend... that no one is 
allowed into your office and 
that it remains exactly as 
you left it last time you were 



here - the copy of The New 
York Times lying carelessly 
in a chaiz; the little clock on 
the desk stopped, the coffee 
cup from Schrafft’s still 
partly filled with the coffee of 
1953 or whenever it was. ” 

8 February 1586 

ROBERT WYNKFTELDE 
describes the execution 
cfMary, Queen of Scots at 
Fotheringay Castle 

"Groping for the block, she 
laid down her head, putting 
her chin over the block with 
both her hands, which, 
holding there still had been 
cut off had they not been 
espied. Then, lying very still 
upon the block, one of the 


executioners holding her 
slightly with one of his 
hands, she endured two 
strokes of the other 
executioner with an axe, she 
making very small noise or 
none at all and not stirring 
any part of her from the 
place where she lay: and so 
the executioner cut off her 
head, saying one little gristle, 
which being cut asunder; he 
lift up her head to the view of 
all the assembly. Then, her 
dress of lawn falling from off 
her head, it appeared as grey 
as one of threescore and ten 
years old, polled very short, 
her face in a moment being 
so much altered from the 
form she had when she was 
alive, as few could remember 
her from her dead face. Her 
lips stirred up and down for a 
quarter of an hour after her 
head was cut off. 

Then one of the 
executioners, puffing off her 
garters, espied her little dog 
which was crept under her 
clothes which could not be 
gotten forth but by force, yet 
afterwards would not depart 
from the dead corpse, but 
came and lay between her 
head and her shoulders ” 

Ian Irvine 


Do computers threaten liberty? 


f THREE YEARS ago I attended 
a conference in Edinburgh cm 
IP data processing, and there 
was a Soviet professor who 
began his speech by saying that in the 
last 25 years there had been three great 
scientific developments: one was 
nuclear energy which at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki shocked the world; the 
second was the discovery of man’s 
■ capacity to travel in space, which 
thrilled the world; the third was the 
discovery and invention of the com- 
putet; which went more or less un- 
noticed, and which was the most 
important of the three. 

I entirely share this view because, 
when one looks at the future of our 
society, it is communications technol- 
ogy that provides the central nervous 
system of all organisations - govern- 
mental military and industrial Inform- 
ation is the new man-made raw 
material upon which all societies in 
future will live. The creation, the 
evaluation, the packa g in g , the 
transmission and the using of know- 
ledge are going to be the basis for 
man’s life from now on. 

What we are discussing at this 
workshop is matfs {dace in this system, 
and it is not a technical problem we are 
discussing but a political one. It does 
not require technical knowledge in 
order to understand what is happen- 
ing and what the problem is. 

We are not talking about a Luddite 



Classic 

Podium 

From a speech by the former 
cabinet minister Tony Benn 
at a workshop on the 
'Data Bank Society' 
organised by the National 
Council for Civil Liberties 
(15 NOVEMBER 1970) 


answer; but about the regulations and 
control by law of this enormous power. 

Is data collected openly? Is it 
collected secretly? Is it collected 
directly or indirectly? We must regu- 
late and control those who are author- 
ised to collect it, to store it, to use it, 
to transmit it We must decide to 
whom they may transmit it and for 
what purpose, where it is kept, and by 


whom and for how long - for ever? 

How do you protect Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home from having his name 
submitted to toe yippies as a would -be 
member; so that all the computers 
recording this begin to identify him as 

an undesirable and dangerous figure? 
Who is responsible at every stage for 
this information? 

If we are talking about the end of pri- 
vacy let us end the privacy of those who 
record the facts about us, and let 
those who are the librarians of this sys- 
tem have to put their imprint on each 
bit of information they store, so that 
fata; if it turns out to be inaccurate, we 
know who put the inaccurate inform- 
ation into the machine. 

The doctrine of personal responsi- 
bility has to be re-iqjected into these 
systems. What rights has the citizen 
got? Has he the right to know that in- 
formation about him is being collect- 
ed, to decline to have it collected, to be 

told why it's collected, who is collect- 
ing it and iww long it is to be collected? 
Wh at d a m ages might be paid to a man 
for inaccurate information wrongly 
used? And where do the government 
and the supervision of government 
activity come into the picture of defence 
and protection which we are now 
considering? 

TWo final points. The first question 
I would ask you is whether privacy is 
actually what we are talking about I 
think that the anonymity of modern 


urban life is one of the most soul- ^ 
destroying things that has ever hap- 
pened to society. 

When you hare created the totally 
anonymous society then you pay for 
psychiatrists to listen to you, person- 
nel officers to consider human factors, 
members of Parliament and welfare 
officers to whom you can write to 
break through the curtain of anonym- 
lty. Do not base this campaign on pri- 
vacy on the sacred right and duty of 
fve^ybody to live wholly separate from 
his fellow men. 

Second, make it clear - and this is 
the political significance of what we are 
doing - that as a community we recog- 
OKe the great potential and value of the • 
system that is now at our disposal and 
that we do not intend to surrender our 
power by default to those who have the 
information that, if abused, could take 
away our civil rights. - 

And do not be pessimistic about the gt 
capacity of winning tliis battle. 1 know V! 
that many people in this area get very 
oppressed because no one seems to be 
interested in it and yet all of the 
great changes in our society - the 

?hl Ve K^ ent of the unions. 

the health senu>e. 

!K!? er **^5 a ? on an <L now. tlie war 
gainst pollution - have bubbled UP 
from below when sufficient 
People were concerned about 
uie problem to demand m / 
answer to il f 
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The Saturday Essay 


The next generation will be 
feminists in all but name 



Natasha 

Walter 

Feminism still has a purpose , 
while men ignore domestic 
work and go unpunished 
for their sexual inolence 


EVER SINCE Mary Wollstonecraft wrote A 
Vindication of the Rights ofWbmari more 
than 200 years ago, people have been arg- 
uing that there is no future for feminism, 
and that argument has gained ground 
again in recent years. 

After ail, don’t women have everything 
now that they have ever wanted? Aren’t 
they free to fulfil their individual dreams 
and desires, at work, at home and in bed, 
without discrimination, violence or fear? 
Aren’t they even overtaking men in their 
confident, bright, happy lives? You keep 
hearing that the inequality that still exists 
is just a feint trace of old injustice, and it 
will soon be washed away without fee need 
for any particular effort on our part And 
you bear that whatever inequality stOl ex- 
ists is a sign that women are simply 
choosing still to live different lives to 
those of men - and why should they be 
denied that choice? 

There is a kernel of truth in this idea that 
women have come so far and so fast that 
they don't need fe minism any more. Fem- 
inism won’t have a future in Britain unless 
feminists come to terms with the way that 
women's lives really have changed recently 
for the better. 

This generation of young women is be- 
ginning to lead lives that are very differ- 
ent from those of their mothers and 
grandmothers. And this is especially true 
of educated young women. Girls are sur- 
pas sing boys at school and university and 
moving into the professions in ever greater 
numbers. That educational success often 
spills into increased confidence and free- 
dom^ the way young women live their per- 
sonal lives. And women have all sorts of 
bright heroines to look at, whether they are 
so young that they are dancing along to the 
Spice Girls, or are looking at Mo Mowlam 
or Kirstv Work or Madeleine Albright for 
pointers on how to live in the public eye 
without fear. 

When I edited On the Afcwe, a book of 
essays about the future of feminism which 
is being published next week, I found that 
it was the youngest women who were con- 
tributing to it who had the most optimistic 
voices. Take the example of one young 
British woman of Nigerian extraction, 
Caroline Abomefr, who is just 15 years old. 
•*My opportunities are much better than 
my mother’s," she says. “My mother was 
expected to stay at home and do all the 
housework and prepare to be a wife... 
that’s now changed. I mean, my mum’s al- 
ways telling me that I should get my educ- 
ation, go to university, and then I can start 
thinking about getting married." 

Or take 1 5-year- old Karen Loughrey, 
who says: “Whatever I want to do, I know 
that I can go and do it, regardless of 
whether I’m male or female.” 

But this optimistic vision of women's 
lives is not the whole truth, not by a long 
wav. It ignores the dead weight of inequality 
that still presses upon women, and that will 
shape even the lives of this generation of 
young women unless a real effort is made 
to forge a more equal society. 

Feminism still has a purpose today, be- 
cause feminism cannot cease to exist 
while women are denied basic economic 
and political equality and while men are 
free to ignore domestic work, and are un- 
punished when they perpetrate sexual and 

domestic violence. It cannot cease to east 
when. For too many young women, there 



Women today have all sorts of heroines to look up to, ranging from the Spice Girls and All Saints to Mo Mowlam and Eorsty Wark Nicola Kurtz 


are no opportunities before them beyond 
poverty pay and lonety child-rearing. 

If you want to know why feminism still 
has a purpose, forget the rhetoric for a mo- 
ment, and just look at the facts. Sometimes 
it’s hard to do that - hard and rather un- 
palatable to stare reality in the face rather 
than sticking with dreams and fantasies. 

Fbr a start, what does the reality of 
women’s power look like? Women have al- 
most no concrete power in, say, the polit- 
ical world, since even with the new intake 
of all those vividly dressed Labour women, 
only one in six MPs is a woman. They don’t 
have any power to speak of in the business 
world either; since only four in a hundred 
company director is a woman. Have 
women realty chosen not to share power 
in Britain? Or have they found that the 
working culture in the most powerful 
places in the land still militates against 
their full participation? 

When Caroline Abomeli, that confident 
15-year-old, went out into the working 
world, she suddenly became aware of 
how this inequality might press on her own 
future. T want to be a journalist when I am 
older;” she says. “I did some work exper- 
ience at a national newspaper and there 
were some women there, but the editors 
were all older men and I actually fat pretty 
intimidated by it was thinking, ‘where are 
the women?.'” 

Those who admit that women haven’t 
quite realised the old dream of sharing in- 
fluence at the top of society often argue that 
in other jobs they are equal or even over- 
taking the men. They argue that only 
middle-class professional women are ask- 
ing for more equality, and that most 
women in society are happy with their lot 

But outside the professions, inequality 
presses even more heavily on women. 
Women who work as shop assistants and 
cleaners, as nurses and secretaries, are 
rarely paid on a level with men doing 
similar ly skilled work. Women take home, 
on average, just 50 per cent of the weekly 
wage that a man takes home. The low-paid 
in Britain are almost all woman 31 per cent 
of working women are paid less than £4 an 
hour, but only 11 per cent of working men 
earn such low wages. 

When women have children, they find 
that the inflexibility of the workplace, and 
the reluctance of men to take on their share 
of domestic work, means that they lose out 


relative to men: a woman who has children 
loses, on average, more than 50 per cent 
of the money she would have made 
throughout her lifetime if she had not had 
children but a man' s lifetime wages are 
not affected by having children. 

Do women really choose this heavy bur- 
den of economic inequality? Or do they find 
themselves trapped in a world of low pay 
and excessive domestic duties because of 
the outdated attitudes of their partners and 
their employers? 

Those people who admit that working 
women haven’t yet achieved equality will 
often argue that this inequality is still a 
pretty comfortable situation for women; 
that women are released from the re- 
sponsibility of breadwinning, and allowed 

a more leisnety approach to their careers. 

They ignore the feet that for too many 
women inequality is not just about a lack 
of promotion, it is about poverty. More 
women than men live on benefits, both 
when they are young and when they are 
old. The vast majority of the L5 million 
single parents in Britain are women, and 
70 per cent of them live on benefits, bring- 
ing up their children in real poverty. Their 
children show evidence of poor nutrition, 
low growth rates and reduced fife ex- 
pectancy compared to their richer peers. 
Can we bear to see the effects of inequal- 
ity visited so harshly on these women and 
their children? 

Fteminism has not always been good, in 
recent years, at drawing women of differ- 
ent classes together: Amina tta Fbrna, a 
writer in On the Move, reminds us that 
middle-class women shouldn’t feel that 
they have the luxury of giving up on 
feminism before working-class women 
have benefited from it and Livi Michael, 
a novelist, argues that working-class 
women have often felt alienated from the 
old feminism that put more emphasis on 
women’s relationship to their bodies than 
on their material equality. The view of 
Fbrna and Michael, with which I agree, is 
that women do not have to be identical to 
one another in order to work together. 

Despite all the work that feminism still 
has to do, many people see little future for 
it because they observe that it is no 
longer a unified movement with one ban- 
ner; one voice and one demonstration. It 
is true that the women’s movement has 
fragmented and splintered. But that 


doesn't mean that its force has dissipated. 
Splinters of it are now lodged in the hearts 
and minds of almost every woman, and 

man, in Br itain 

You can hear fe minis t ideas from 
singers, journalists, MPs, activists, actors, 
lawyers, and women working unpaid at 
home. Feminism is no longer confined to 
cme group in society. And, because of this, 
feminists can find themselves more pow- 
erful working in the mainstream with 
people from all walks of life. 

For instance, in their campaigns to en- 
sure that men are brought to justice fin- 
sexual violence, the activists at Women 
Against Rape find that lawyers, MPs and 
journalists on newspapers including The 
Independent and the Daily Mail will take 
on their ideas for reform. And that can 
bring success - only six years ago, rape in 
marriage was made a crime, and in this 
parliament, measures are being debated 
to reduce the victimisation in court of 
women who have experienced rape. 

Similarly; in their campaigns for more 
flexible and famfly-friendty working prac- 
tices, the activists at New^ W&ys to TOnk find 
that women in unions, and dvfi servants, 
are working along the same lines that they 
are, and - as the Government’s new pro- 
posals on increased maternity leave and 
parental leave show - that can create real 
change. The feet that feminism has now 
fragmented and entered the mainstream 
does not mean that it has lost its power 
its passion and its drive to change society. 

Another great chan ge in feminism, one 
that will gain ground in the comingyears, 
is that men are beginning to see how fem- 
inism can spell opportunities for them, as 
well as losses. Equality in file workplace 
does not just mean taking power awsy from 
men, since it also gives than new choices. 
It releases fathers from the necessity of 
being the main breadwinner and gives 
them the freedom to participate with the 
upbringing of their chil dren. 

Although men have been slow at (hang- 
ing their behaviour to take on domestic 
roles, those changes are beginning: young 
men tell survey-takers that they want to 
be more involved in parenting than their 
fathers were, and that they believe that 
domestic work should be shared between 
men and women. At the moment rhetoric 
still outruns reality but as the 20th century 
was characterised tty the movement of 


women into the workplace, the 2lst 
century will be characterised by the move- 
ment of men into the home. Now, feminism 
can be seen not as a battle between 
women and men, but as a movement in 
which both sexes can join together to move 
towards equality. 

If we can characterise feminism today 
as an ideology that has been taken up by 
women and men in all walks oflife, we still 
have to ask: are there real goals for fem- 
inism now? I believe that there are, and 
that they lie in four main areas. First, in 
achieving equality at work: measures 
such as the minimum wage, family-friendly 
working practices, child-rare provision and 
stronger measures for equal p^y must be 
brought in to create more equality between 
women and men at work. Second, in sup- 
porting women in poverty above all in- 
creasing the income of women who are 
living on benefits with children. Third, in 
encouraging men in their participation in 
domestic and family life, a change that re- 
quires a push for parental leave from the 
top, as well as cultural changes from the 
bottom. And fourth, in protecting women 
against sexual and domestic violence, by 
providing more support services, and re- 
forming legal practice so that more violent 
men are brought to justice. 

If feminists aim for these concrete and 
unmistakable changes, our fixture wifi be 
immeasurably enhanced, if s easy to de- 
spair; looking at the obstacles that stand 
between us and equality. But if you look 
back over the last 100 years, the changes 
that have occurred in women's lives seem 
astounding - from the movement into the 
workplace, to the revolutions in sexual be- 
haviour and family life. 

Is it so difficult to imagine that, in an- 
other 100 years, if we work to move for- 
wards, society will have changed again? 
It is striking that many young women now 
are taking on the ideals of feminism, whe- 
ther or not they call themselves feminists. 

As 15-year-old Karen Loughrey puts it 
“lb me, feminism is about finding equality 
between men and women in all areas of 
society from work to family situations. I 
definitely care ahpnt fe minism, and I think 
a lot of people still do.” 

‘On the Move: fanini&mjbr a new gen- 
eration? edited by Natasha Wttfter, is pub- 
Hshedby WragonetiTfwrs(ksy,price£9S9 



Maddnnon: ‘So far so good’ 


Sunday 

Arrived back in England late this 
evening, jet-lagged and flu-ridden. 

I have just been to the Sundance 
FQm Festival in Utah - a festival co- 
founded by Robert Redford which 
celebrates independent films. I am 
delighted with the positive response 
Hideous Kinky received there. 1^ was 
a bit worried about how it would go 
down with an American audience 
because the rhythm of the film is 
deliberately meandering - not ful- 
filling the fast-paced, actioiHacked 
conditions of so many Hollywood 
blockbusters. Another anxiety was 
that the hippie aspirations of Kate 
Winslet's character might not be 

received with much sympathy by the 

more puritanical elements of 
American culture, particularly as 
is very much Mormon territory. 
I'm happy to say that all my fears 

were dispelled - they loved it 


Monday 

I got a pleasant surprise today The 
editor of my last film, Regeneration, 
called; she said she was on her way 
to the Canadian Geni awards (the 
Canadian equivalent of the Oscars) 
as the fib" has been nominated for 

II awards -nice to be told! Every- 
one presumes you already know 
because you’re the director... but not 
necessarily. 

I’ve been looking at story-boards 
and illustrations fbranew prqject all 
afternoon. If s going to be called The 
Water Horse and will be set in my 
home country - Scotland. Like HK, 
it’s going to be low budget and 
independent I have tried winking on 
m ai nstrea m bighudget films; I once 
directed a film starring Steve Mar- 
tincalledA Simple TtoisiqfFWe and 
I really felt restricted by the 
Hollywood studio that was funding 
it I think the advantages of artistic 


my Week 

Gillies MacKinnon, 
Director of ‘Hideous Kinky' 


and directorial freedom offered by 
independent films far outweigh the 
financial disadv antages of having 
less commercial backing. 

Ibesday 

My brother Bflty rang from Australia 
fids morning. He wrote the screen- 
play forHK so he was ova- the moon 
when I told him about the Sundance 
Festival and said that Australian 
critics seemed to like it too. He's 
cutting one of the films in Tube Tries 
at the moment, which is a collection 
of short films set oa the London 
UMeigrourid - God knows why he's 
doing it in Sydney. 


A writer has come over here 
from New York to work on another 
project which is currentty in the 
pipeline. It is an historical film 
based on the story of Alfred the 
Great We spent hours discussing 
ideas and putting a plot together. I 
love this stage of development, 

because there arejustra Emits -you 

can be as creative as you tike. 

Wednesday 

I had the difficult task of being on the 
jury for the Bafta short-film awards. 
We watched 20 51ms and selected a 
short-list It was a real privilege to 
do, but excruciatingly difficult. 


Barometer 

Sean O'Grady 


Flying Squad 

Can’t really see the Sweeney in 
this. But Devon and Cornwall's 
plods have 
- decided 

>. out 






this three-wheeler tHF 
electric Panda car, the City-el 
(top speed 25 mph>. This is not 
the first of such experiments. In 
the Sixties, one police force in 
the Midlands decided to use 
glass fibre Reliant Re gals as 
pursuit vehicles. The episode 
resulted in the memorable 
coinage “plastic pigs”. The 
question is: can you be tough on 
crime and tough on pollution at 
the same time? 

Groundhog Day 

Sad news ^ . 

from 
Wiarton, 

Ontario. 

Their 
groundhog 
day festival 
was 

marred by the death, at the age 
of 22, of their star groundhog. 
Wiarton Willie. He was placed in 
a coffin with his paws crossed, 
clutching a carrot, before being 
laid to rest 

Le Rot SoleSI 

In an elegant 
speech this week. 

Paddy Ashdown 
described 
the Prime 
Minister in' 
the follow- 
ing terms: 

“We live in 
the era of the 
Sun King. The ' 
opinion that 
matters is the 
opinion of the Sun 
Hng.” Mr Ash- 
down knows, perhaps, of what 
he speaks. Louis Xiy for e’est 
lul came to represent absolute 
power and his long reign (1643- 
1715) was marked by a curbing 
of the powers of the traditional 
nobility. Louis also left France 
with a legacy of high taxation to 
pay for his excesses. And there 
is something baroque about 
Peter Mandelson. “Uetat, e’est 
mol” as Tony might say. 


Pretty 
Polly 

Sexual harassment 
the species 

barrier: Peter the macaw 
had been worried about the 
attentions of a female who 
shared his borne at a pet shop. 
But when Prudence invaded his 
cage and tried to get all 
coqjugal with him, he squawked 
freedom and crashed through 
the pet-shop window. He’s not 
been seen since. Prudence, 
meanwhile, remains as lovesick 
as a parrot 

Image of the week 

After 20 years, Playboy casino is 
reintroducing the bunny girl 
New girls will attend Bunny 
School learn the Bunny Bible, 
and live in accommodation 
called Bunny Hutches. This is 
Ava Fabian, who clearly has 
a gradualist approach to 
the bunny project 




Later on, I wrote a letter to Kate. 
I think she feels quite exposed at the 
moment- after her massive success 
in Titanic, everyone is waiting with 
bated breath to see whether she’ll 
sink or swim in her next film. I 
wanted her to know how much 
people had appreciated her in the 
States^ -strangers were stopping me 
m the streets to give me messages 
of congratulation to pass on to her 
Went to Soho House with friends 
tonight to have a drink and wind 
down. Slightty apprehensive about 
bow the British reviews are going to 
be tomorrow, but so far so good... 

Thursday 

Did an interview for GLR today. 
Most of the puhhnty and promotions 
for HK have already been done, but 
there is a last-minute push as the 
film is on general release from 
tomorrow. 


I am so pleased with the brilliant 
press reviews today. In general I 
think they pick up and appreciate the 
mood and subtleties of Hideous 
Kinky. There was only one poor 
review - it suggested that the film 
came to nothing more substantial 
than a collection of holiday snaps. I 
thought it was the most mean- 
spirited little review, totally missing 
the point of the film. Ironically it was 
The Independent's. 

Friday 

7.30am start Spoke to the producer 
Ann Scott about yesterday’s 
reviews; she was in a good mood. Fm 
thinking of slipping in to a showing 
of HK tonight I like observing 
reactions incognito from the general 
public. It's often more brutal but 
always more honest than the glitz 
and glamour of celebrity premieres 
interview by Jane Bowers 
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It wasn’t the best week to defend 


the circus, but Dea Birkett is 


smitten. By Kate Watson-Smyth 
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A fter her night of star- 
dom in the Big Top, 
Dea Birkett sat among 
the small of commuters 
on the London Under- 
ground, dreaming of elephant sweat 

“I waited on Bennington Tube sta- 
tion thinking , T bet no one else 
here was working with elephants in 
the ring last night’.” 

After six months following cir- 
cuses around Britain, Birkett joined 
the Scott circus in Sweden, where 
the form has a massive popular 
following and the ringmaster is 
treated like a film star. For just one 
night Birkett wore a gold spangly 
dress and led the elephants into the 
ring for their nightly performance. 
Her job was to reward them with 
pieces of bread every time they 
performed correctly. 

“It was magical I was breathless. 
I cannot describe how wonderful it 
was to be surrounded by these 
enormous animals who are so pow- 
erful but so gentie," she s^s. “I have 
always wanted to stand in the 
middle of the ring and be applauded 
by a crowd who are genuinely trans- 
ported by what they have seen. 

‘The elephants caress you with 
their tr unks and afterwards you 
smell of elephant sweat, which is 
realty musky, and your clothes are 
sticky from their dribble, but you 
don't znind because the whole thing 
was so wondrous ” 

Watching the animals in re- 
hearsal Birkett became convinced 


that they loved performing. “Ele- 
phants are realty very soppy and 
gentle, but they have moods just like 
everyone else. If they don't want to 
do it then they won't and no amount 
of persuasion is going to change that 
It’s their calL 

“One elephant called Kitty, went 
off in the middle of rehearsal and 
starting looking round the edge of 
the ring for popcorn left from the 
ni gh t before. Nobody minded be- 
cause they knew she’d come back 
when she was ready, and she did 

“The trainers love their animals 
and have a lot of respect for them. 
The elephant tent is just two or 
three yards away from the caravan 
where the elephant trainer lives. He 
is always there. When I first stayed 
themghtwith a circus troupe 1 didn't 
sleep at all; the animals are so 
close and you can hear them every 
time they move in the night This 
closeness breeds an mcredible in- 
timacy between man and beast 
'ifou smefi animals all the time —you 
never leave it” 

On her first day at the Scandina- 
vian Circus Scott, which is sponsored 
ty IBM {& marketing team that 
alone illustrates how massive the 
Scandinavian circus is), she worked 
with Marco the elephant trainer. 

“Everyone has? this image that 
elephants are trained with sticks and 
whips, but he just opened the boot 
of his car and it was full of stale 
bread I'd brought a packet of jelty 
beans but he said that was bad for 
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Dea Birkett: “The elephants caress you with their tr unks and afterwards yon smell of their sweat, which is really musky* 


Jenny Matthews 


toeir teeth and they preferred fcaead 
It s all part of the real concerns they 
have for the animals.” The Chip- 
perfield case which caused such a 
stir in this country is, says Birkett, 
an anomaly. 

“I spent six months with drcuses 
and I never saw any cruelty at alL" 

She is convinced that the cruelty 
filmed ty inspectors at the Chip- 
perfield circus was uncharacteris- 
tic of circuses. 

“I think the court made the right 
decision and I don’t defend hen but 
I don’t think that because there are 
isolated incidents the whole indus- 
try should be condemned There is 
no doubt that the animal activists 
have won the propaganda war and 
drcuses are under siege in this 
country. They are being harassed 


and hounded and treated like out- 
laws - but they are pursuing a per- 
fectly legal profession and the 
activists refuse to have a reasoned 
debate about it” 

Birkett has certainty spent more 
time with the circus than most 


that animafo perform when their 
spirits have been broken and they 
cany out the act by rote 
“The saddest part of the circus is 

thp fr aming and that »«? the 
pari We have spoken to lots of ex- 
animal trainers and they have told 


' Elephants have moods just like everyone 
else. If they don’t want to do it they won’t ’ 


opponents who hold equally tren- 
chant views, but the animal rights 
campaigners question how much 
reality she saw. 

Diane Westwood, of the entire 
Animals protection Society, says 


us about it It’s Hketythat Dea didn’t 
see any cruelty; but that doesn't 
mean there wasn’t any behind the 
scenes. She wasn't there all the time.' 

“People are beginning to under- 
stand- that animal circuses are 


wrong. After all in the 1800s people 
regularly gathered in their local 
market square to watch criminals 
being hanged, and they thought 
that was entertainment” 

Jan Creamer; director of the pres- 
sure group Animal Defenders, 
which obtained video evidence that 
led to (foipperfield's conviction, says 
that no circus animal ever has 
enough space to live in. “Dea is 
seeing what she wants to see. The 
reality is that all the animals are kept 
in small cages and spend a lot of time 
travelling around Even if the train- 
ers do love their animate - and 
some of them do - they don’t have 
the facilities to look after than prop- 
erty." But Birkett describes a co- 
herent community centred entirety 
on the circus. “These people live in 


caravans for at least nine months of 
the year If you ask them where is 
bone, they say ’the circus 1 . If you ask 
thpm what is their nationality; they 
say ‘I’m from the circus', There are 
over 20 nationalities in one circus. 
If the Moroccan tumbler marries the 
French trapeze artist, their children 
are from the circus. Their notion of 
home is a community of people." 

Sitting on the Tube platform in 
south London, she continues to feel 
an acute nostalgia. “When the cir- 
cus moves on, every trace of it dis- 
appears. Even the holes from the 
tent pegs are filled in and it's as if 
it was never there. It’s like a dream 
and I long to return.” 


‘Circus Days Circus Nights' is on 
Channel 4 on Tuesday at llJSpm 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


House & Home 


DOES SITTING MAKE YOUR BACK ACHE? 
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House & Home 


BATHE-EASY, THE 
ULTIMATE WALK-IN BATH 
THAT NEEDS LESS SPACE' 
THAN A NORMAL BATH 


Easy 

access side 
entrance 



CALL NOW ^ FREEPHONE 

08000180353 


1 PLEASE THX IE MORE ABOUT 


I Name 


Telephone 


I Address 


!B 

Postcode 


I RETURN THE COIPON TO: BAM^EASY LMTED, FREEPOST, I 
^ MID 19381, WALSALL WS988R J 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose yonr Sofa or Chair and Fabric Leave the rest to os. 
Made to Measure 

Vbsl choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU, 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 



Wc will beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare SL, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well SL) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 


Ufebuy&sel 
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WHJQKXB. CCALPQHT, SUSIE 
COOPER DOUOOII, WOfiCESfER, 
DENBY, HORNSEA, POOLE, M&S, 

VUHOUWCH, BOOTHS ETC. 
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PkiyMusid 
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Gardening 



TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

| A! last - aa Man at Garden and 
Flower Shows nationwide -the 
door met that rody woHcal No 
muddy footprints orpatimaria 
on dean floor# and carpetel 
jltatfc DM Trapper door mats 
stop dirt at the door of home, 
conservatory or car with 
absorbent cotton pie removing 
wet, dry and even greasy dht torn shoes and paws. With non-sfip. 
latex backing, they are fully roach! nc-wa shade at 40LC. 
AuaBable in seven colours and 3 sizes: 

Rot, Graon. BMcWM a, ftron, Dark Ora* Seal Brown, BacWBmm 
• 75 x SO cm CHUB, ■ 75 x 100 cm E3&JW. ■ 7S X ISO cm CS4JB 
PkaEUOPaPpermL 

(Atop mutable WBi QrfppM-fubOer baddng lor use on carpas. 

• please col tor (Mala of sins and prices), 
bom: Urte Mai Cn, 82 a Kings Road, Kingston, Scoiwy KT2 SHT 

satmdm Tel: 0800 0722300 P-B-* a. Tusxijq 

Fax: 0800 0722900 §©§ 


SNOWDROPS in 8 m 
GREEN 

temi iag 
SINGLE SMOWSttOTS 

SMOpaSKOJKptrlOO 

double sNomroors 

XSJO JOT SO. COM ptr i® 
MXmrtSSJtSMptrZ! 
MDBATOEE DAVFOHU 
CSjOO per" 20 

SWWTLAJCeS ABSTIVUM 
OJJDprrlO 

VEENDM (HAKE) MOO (Mr J 
PLEASE ADO £1 TOWA1BS W 
8 AO boAa tnWy Wkod toad oatog 
QwpaAM, BwdEp^pUeia 
A. B ROWN. AB. NURSERIES 
27 WES1MEAD AVENUE 
WISKHTH. CAMBS PB13 2SL 
Td 01945 465310 


Woodlmd nursery grown 
flower bnBaforp&ding 


wild 

now 


“in the green". 
BtoebeHn too forEIZSO 

efihufeani 

doobfe Bowt rhu wrietta 

H»to£/ 0 | 

Wild ndtodOx SO lor EI2J0 
Wood Anemones 2S hr £7SO 
Pwa ndud>. dpturry and hw 
■nfornutivc iiAf low wtfi 
tull nJruul ndpalav 
MtoTbaw^ Inv UmMerfrf, 
OwjlMdd U23 Tiff 


NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALIST 


P®® oWOTB rUTvy Tr 88 S 01 
Cherry. Ptam, Apt to. Pur. Peach. 
Gram rate. hops, and muchitwe. 


. MA COWS mnSERT(tS). 
Godsfan. isle o< WflgWPOMjHW 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

KHunlPina. 
complete IS 
rrtnj io assanlM 
fluspraottltogi 

Roadyuamah 
lor Indoor/ 
outdoor use 



cm (MdBpKa.ee i, amnjL 
OB» 0, pNtawNh. q, 
OvOlNBWm. 

■elan&jLJetmn 
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WOIECB 73633* Mhn 
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Interior Design 


FABRIC 

WORLD 

Largest stockist of 
designer 

curtainAipholstery 
fabrics in London. 
Fabric that would 
normally cost from 
£15- £30 per metre is 
sold at £5.50 - £1430 
per metre. 

Full interior design 

and mak-rng up 

service available. 

FOR ALL 
ENQUIRIES 
TELEPHONE 
0181 643 5127 
or 

0181 6886282 

287 - 289 High SL 
Sutton, Surrey. 
6/10 Brighton Road, 
South Croydon, 
Surrey. 

!BOTH SHOPS ARE 
30 MINUTES FROM 
CENTRAL 
LONDON! 


| Antique^FmeArt 


MARLOW 

ANTIQUES 

CENTRE 

For 3 v/idc range of 
antiques and 
collectibles: including 
Georgian, Victorian 
and Edwardian 
furniture; glass and 
china, jewellery and 
second-hand books. 
for that special gift. 
Open .V.on - 

Set 10-5:39'. Sun lt-4.30 

35 Station Rd. 
Marlow. Bucks. 
Tel: 01623 473 223 
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-From hsjc* ndweinwd . 
f fad 160-1999. Srodayt 
Newspaper fan 1915. 
Ready tor pmeaaiia. 
Suae day dfapsdL 
| REMEMBER WHEN . 

i Boehm Road, QQl 
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Fbod&Wrne 


BEER 


FOR THE PERSON WHO THINKS 
THEY HAVE bVUUTUINC 
RawiaBy rtnd Crafled Beer 
Ybcr nnkfue me»«se primed an 
thetabd. 

No addnba or pnecnaiivea. 

I n Oh Jc Eire bopt 
ORDEK NOW hr Ualqu Gm 
SaSOOtel Books I8.9S 
(mpr nmferinn padt) 
LTK72br eorkc U.4S 


OXSOS 850267 


Valentines Gifts 


Luxury Silk 
Brief s for Him 



spew, oral 
£6.95 

tor em 

£4^5 

foramen 


Ptaffpdp 
jMrfinJtar 

Fun Refund If notdaBghtod 

Puro with Uta*. 

htyveut aktos, siasticatad 
wdat and lags for a perfect fit 
Colours; Navy, Black, White. 

Stow, Ruby. Jads, Royd. and 
Pale blue. Wabfc 29’-46*. 

Soft, smooth and 
sensuous. Heal gift. 



B wwa— w ot 
mananusi 

|-pc-i now 

^Jm 0171 374 3387 
fflfcd 

MX 0171 344 OOtl 

or mm to 

BU mm Dux INFf, FREEPOST 
POft»303,U»doeSaBBh 
SKTkeo U9, * Ce»tol Hook, 
Tsseroriioa. if«(BeSB«5 


Healths Leisure 


OVERCOME 

IMPOTENCE 


at the clinic which 
stocks and uses 
ALL 

effective treatments 


HR Clinic 
0800 
163861 


PERMANENT 

Weight Lon fan 1990 

Dr Judy CStnm 


psychologist and 
nro dieter i 


ex-yoyo dieter can 
coach and motivate 
you by phone 

Telephone: 
0181458 0625 4 


For Sales 



wmxmHBtum xaiM 
mncsossAKBi 36asss\ 
DUBEX EXTRA SAFE 3606. :% 
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mmffS BBT Assort 40 07 JSM 
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DISCOUNT 

VIDEOS & CD's 


Every 7*a Rast& Present 
Fast Dahesry 7b Mjur Door 


Al Oats Canto Anospiad 

01235 
864007 "wwybrnal mdJ 



Mobility 


Stairlift Rentals. 



INDEPENDENCE 

sSip^otabil/ti/ 
customer first C*. 


mm 


(JL \l / / V - ^\l t - SEHWCi 


BRmSH DESIGNED & BUILT 




BUY DIRECT 

from 

THE BRITISH 
MANUFACTURER 


RENT or BUY 
FREE HOME TRIAL 



For Sales 


CONSERVATOIEOf TOO HOT ? 

Solution- JXURfclAL ROOF BLINDS 

Keeps out Heat & Glare - but allows light in! 

— ^ consen*atory 
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"5 yr Gnnntte 

* Free losolkdon 

• Nation wide Coverage 
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A lmost sinister cult is making a creeping return. But a tiny village is mounting stiff resistance. By Richard Lloyd Parry 

Aum: the second coming 



ntH the strangeness 
began at the very pt^? 
of last year, nobotjy in 
Japan had ever really 
heard of Eta Mimaki. 
Its British equivalent 

, 7*! would be one of the 

Iras charismatic villages of South Whies or 
, * ■ Scottish lowlands - a scattered col- 
lecbon of farms and holiday homes on a 
chilly flank of the Japan Alps. The locals 
refer to their village as “calm’'. The most 

S uT n ®- thin8 about 016 ^ the over- 

shadowing mass of Asama-yama, a Mostly 
mountain with a ragged peak that was 
“eeted by a massive volcanic explosion in 
the distant past 

It looms over the village, do minating fha 
skyline, and it is this mountain, as much 
as anything else, that seems to have 
drawn the strangers to Kita Mimaki 
The first sign that something was up was 
mundane enough: a 15-ft high aluminium 
fence was suddenly erected around one of 
the village’s vacant properties. In a Japan- 
ese community, where everybody is 
expected to know everybody else's busi- 
ness, such a drastic attempt at preserving 
privacy could only arouse suspicions. 

Nasty rumours began circulating, so the 
village government hired a private detect- 
ive to find out what it could about the new 

owners of the property, a big, two-storey 
house in a large plot. The rumours turned 
out to be true. Now everyone who watches 
Japanese TV has heard of Kita Mimaki, and 
life in the village will never be the sarm* 
Hie villagers have dug a trench around 
the property and have put up a barbed-wire 
fence of their own. Specially mo unted 
video -cameras keep it under constant 
surveillance, through TV monitors situat- 
ed in an emergency command centre in a 
neighbouring building And every da$ 
around the clock, the property is patrolled 
by teams cf 100 villagers, alternating by rota 
out of a pool of more than 2,000 volunteers. 
The aim of all this security is not to guard 
the house and its contents, but to prevent 
, its legal owners from getting in. Fbr; as the 
-''private detective soon discovered, the 
true purchaser of the property was not the 
lawyer named cm the title deed, but the not- 
orious religious cult, Aum Shinn £yn 

The impactof the discovery on a place 
such as Kita Mimaki is hard to over- 
estimate fbr, as undesirable neighbours, 
Aum Shinri Ifyo have no equaL Hie cult was 
founded in the Eighties by a half-blind guru 
who calls himself Shoko Asahara, and its 
members embarked on a series of bizarre 
and outrageous crimes which for years re- 
mained unsolved by the Japanese police 
As early as 1089, according to confessions 
by former members, they murdered a 
lawyer who had been acting against the 
cult, along with his wife and baby. A string 
of other killings followed, of young mem- 
bers who were faying to leave the cult In 
1994, seven people were killed by myster- 
ious fumes in Matsumoto. a city dose to 
Kita Mimaki. 

The climax came on 20 March 19% 
when, in an apparent attempt to hurry 
along the Armageddon predicted by their 
. guru, his followers released poison nerve 
gas in the Tokyo subway. 

It was the height of the morning rush- 
hour 12 people died and more than 5,000 
others were blinded or fell QL During the 
raids and trials that followed (the guru, Asa- 
hara, is still being tried, in a case that could 
drag on for a decade), it emerged that the 
gas used in the two attacks was sarin, a 
nerve agent invented by the Nazis. The 
cult's many chemists had manufactured it 
from scratch, in a series of “£arilities’ , 
alarmingly similar to the property in Kita 
Mimaki - isolated buflcfings in small villages 
overshadowed by another beautiful 
volcano. Mount Fiji. 

"We know what they did in the past, 11 
says Masayoshi M l z us hina. director of the 
anti- Aum headquarters. “What's to stop it 
happening again?" 

When a party of about 30 Aum members 
turned up in Kita Mimaki early one morn- 
ing last month to move into their new prop- 
erty. they were greeted by 500 villagers who 
had been summoned from their beds at 
4am by the village’s public address system. 

^ “There is no other way," says S hin i c hi 



They shall not pass: villagers in Kita Mimaki keep a round-the-clock watch on the house purchased by the ‘sarin’ colt; Aum Shinri Kyo 


Ide, the chief of the village’s volunteer 
fire brigade, who stands on patrol in the 
snow. “This is a war between us and 
them, because once they get inside there 
will be no way to stop them.” 

And Eta Mimaki’s problem is not 
unique. Remarkably, four years after its 
uniquely horrible act of terrorism. Aum 
Shinri Kyo is not only still in existence, it 
is undergoing something of a revival. 
Membership is up, its businesses are 
flourishing, and virtually every month 
brings reports of new property purchases. 
There is an Aum website, there are Aum 
computer shops, and there have been un- 
successful attempts at setting up Aum 
tuition services and, most fantastic of all, 
an Aum babysitting business. 

The Public Security Investigation 
Agency (PSIA), the closest thing Japan has 
to an domestic intelligence bureau, has 
published two reports warning of the 
resurgence of the cult 

“As far as we can see says Mr Kai, the 
head of the PSIA's Aum unit, “the poten- 
tial danger represented by the cult hasn't 
diminished at afl.” 

That Aum should even exist let alone 
be in the process of expansion, may seem 
remarkable In 1997 the cult was 

stripped ofits tax privileges as a religious 
organisation; many people assumed that 
after it had been revealed Gn sworn court 
testimony) as a murderous fraud, Master 
Asahara ’s followers would quietly dis- 
band. But the following year; those of the 
cult’s leaders who had not been arrested 


and jailed regrouped, and forma* members 
began to return. According to estimates by 
the PSIA, the group now has some 700 
“monks” - active resident members who 
leave their homes and families to devote 
themselves to meditation, ascetic practices 
and voluntary work on behalf of the cult 
On top of this are 1^00 non-resident ‘'lay- 
men”, far fewer than the 11,000 members 
who once followed Asahara, but enough to 
provide a pool of free labour for its prof- 
itable computer manufacturing business. 

The cult has recently distributed fryers 
around Ibkyo; according to the PSIA, 


still denying the charges against him. 

“They seemed abnormal,” says Mr 
Mlzushina about the cultists who turned 
up that January morning in an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to move into their new 
house. “Their eyes didn’t focus. They 
looked as if they’d been brainwashed.” 

But an encounter with Aum itself pro- 
duces a very diflfa^nt impression It is sur- 
prismgfy easy to arrange: a couple of 
phone calls, a list of questions, and faxed 
directions to a house in suburban Tokyo. 
Outside is a clutter ofbikes and boxes; the 
door is opened by a smiling young man in 


The villagers dug a trench around the property and 
put up a barbed-wire fence. The aim was not to guard 
the house, but to prevent its owners from getting in 


recruiters have been active in some of 
Japan’s most distinguished university 
campuses. It is in order to accommodate 
new members, according to the Agency, 
that it is acquiring property. ‘They look for 
isolation, space and mountains,” says Mr 
Kai, of the PSIA. “High mountains have al- 
ways been important to them, because of 
the spirits who live there.” 

Most creepy of all, according to the 
agency the cult has bought numerous 
houses near the Ibkyo Detention Centre, 
where Shokn Asahara meditates in his cell. 


glasses and the white outfit, a cross 
between martial arts clothing and pyjamas, 
which is the Aum uniform Inside the house 
aS the windows have been covered up, and 
weird, spacy electronic music plays con- 
stantly at low volume. In a room packed 
with computers, files and posters of Mas- 
ter Asahara, we are greeted by Hiroshi 
Araki, the closest thing that Aum Shinri Kyo 
has to an acceptable face. 

In March 19%, Mr Araki was a low- 
ranking toDerin the cult’s PR division; after 
the arrests of almost all the group’s 


leaders, he suddenly found himself a se- 
nior member. He is polite, shy, articulate 
and entirely lacking in obvious creepiness 
or insincerity. Fbr four years, he has taken 
on the unenviable task of fielding questions 
and requests from the invariably hostile 
Japanese media. Aum’s line on the sarin 
attack and other Innings is not to deny that 
they took place, but to wait and see how 
the trials unfold. The cult's members still 
cany out what they call “religious train- 
ing" - Shoko Asahara’s personal combin- 
ation of meditation and yoga, assisted by 
the use of bizarre “headgear”, an arrange- 
ment of wires and electrodes that is said 
to connect the wearer to the “brainwaves” 
of the guru him se lf . 

The teachings of “the Master” are still 
central, and he remains the heart of the cult, 
although his place as leader is now occu- 
pied by his children - his 13-year-old 
d aughter, Rika, known by the Sanskrit name 
Achari, and two sons, Akiteru and Gyokko, 
aged six and four The Aum posters feature 
these two little boys sitting in the lotus po- 
sition in purple pyjamas, their eyes dosed 
in concentration. “They emit light, and 
when I meet them I too am illuminated,” 
says Mr Araki. “They are very special, 
unique beings." He and his fellow cultists 
are odd, rather pitiable people. They wear 
strange clothes, sing strange chants, and 
revere a man who probably ordered the 
cruel deaths of 20 people. But do they really 
deserve to be feared as they are? 

Even Mr Kai of the PSIA wfli go 00 fur- 
ther than to speak of a “potential” threat 


Stuart Jsett 

from the new Aum. “We've never found evi- 
dence of ttengec” he admits when pressed, 
“and we think it’s impossible for them to 
cause the same problem again.” Fbr a start, 
and even if they are wrong about their 
phones being tapped, they are monitored 
constantly, undergoing frequent raids by 
the police, whose behaviour sometimes 
verges on harassment Last November, an 
Aum member won compensation after an 
incident (captured by chance on video) in 
which a police officer assaulted him, and 
then claimed that he himself had been at- 
tacked The failure to anticipate the sarin 
attack, despite numerous clues and warn- 
ings, was the Japanese police’s greatest- 
ever humiliation, and you sense in their 
excessive vigilance a desire to get even. 

“I’ve listened to what the village people 
have to say and I understand their con- 
cerns. But it’s the police and the media who 
are stirring up feelings against us. mak- 
ing people worried,” says Mr Araki. “What 
the police want to do is create some kind 
of enemy, and draw attention to it. so they 
can create a scapegoat for society.” 

The true mystery of Aum is not what its 
members believe, but why they choose to 
believe it- why in such a sophisticated soc- 
iety it draws intelligent people such as Mr 
Araki. Aum is not an alien, but a home- 
grown monster; the offspring of late -20th- 
century Japan. “All of us are thinking it’s 
very strange,” says Mr Arai of Kita Mimaki. 
“Why does Aum have such appeal for 
people?" That is the most difficult and 
important question of all. 


The one that wanted to get away 


ENTHUSIASMS FADE easfry 

when vou are eight and, 
thankfully, my son Darcy 
seemed to have forgotten afl 
about fishing in the 
excitement of Christinas 
and the holidays. It’s not 
that I am particularly averse 

to this pastime - 1 try to 
encourage any interest that 
involves no violence, 
television or computers. But 
though dangling a line over 
the side of a boat or 
n reclining by a stretch of cool 
I water as the sun goes down 

" may be summer perfection, 

matters are entirely 
different in the depths of a 
wet English winter. Pew 
activities could be less 
alluring than huddling next 
to a green tent beside an 
urban pond on a grey day. 

So I wasn’t about to 
remind Darcy of his love or 
fishing, for a few months at 

least But I reckoned 

without Greg, an electrician, 
jazz fan, Chelsea supporter 


and angling enthusiast who 
lives round the corner Greg 
had dropped by to fix a 
couple of light sockets, and 
we were speculating on why 
so many electricians are 
keen anglers, like the father 
of Darcy’s school friend who 
sometimes takes the boys 
out for the day. 

All this talk reawakened 
the angler in Darcy, and in 
the days that followed he 
took up the refrain, “Dad, 
when can we go fishing?” I 
stalled for as long as I could. 
“You may not mind the cold, 
but the fish won’t bite in this 
weather" I insisted, as if I 
would know. Blit last 
weekend I ran out of 

excuses, so we set off on 
The Fishing Expedition. 

First stop was the angling 
shop, where Darcy spent a 
sizeable chunk of his 

personal savings on rod 

rests, floats, some hooks, 
some line, and a punnet of 
w riggling, pink-and-white 


Park Life 



BRUCE 

MILLAR 


maggots. We picked up some 
tips from the bloke who runs 
the shop, admired the 
photographs of regulars 
posing with their biggest 
catch in the front window, 
and pocketed various 
brochures advertising 
fishing courses and “Father 
and Son" family lessons at a 
lake near the M25. So fan I 
thought, quite a pleasant 
way to spend an afternoon. 

Then, welfied and 
wrapped up against the 


elements (and me with a 
magazine to pass the time), 
we set off on the five-minute 
walk to the pond in our local 
park. My expansive mood 
came to an abrupt end, as it 
tends to, with the words, 
“Dad, can you set up my 
rod?" So I began the 
achingly tricky task of 
fastening on the hook with 
fingers that appeared to 
have swelled to twice their 
mmal size. 

Now came the float - 
another bodged job - 
Mowed fry the weights, tiny 
split lead balls that have to 
be bitten on to the line. I lost 
a couple, but managed to 
avoid swallowing them. 
Finally, Darcy was ready to 
cast, and I rewarded myself 
by taking a perch on a park 
french and opening my 
magazine. “Daaad, the 
geese. Oh no, I’ve caught 
one.” And there was a big fat 
goose, which had swum over 
nosOy hoping for a slice of 


stale bread, now tugging one 
grey foot that was attached 
to Darcy’s line. I grabbed 
the rod and pulled. The 
goose pulled. The line broke. 

As calmly as I could, I 
repeated the whole setting- 
up process, then returned to 
my seat and my magazine, 
while Darcy cast once more. 
“Daaad, the geese are 
back..." I was still reading 
my first paragraph as I 
sprinted, shouting at the top 
of my voice, back to the 
pond. “Dad, why are you 
swearing at the geese?” 
Darcy inquired, hugely 
amused at my stupidity. As if 
they would understand! 

Fbr once, I thanked 
heaven for the early winter 
evenings. “We’d better go 
now -it’s getting too dark to 
see.” Darcy had only had 
about five minutes’ fishing, 
but it had taken us all 
afternoon. Perhaps it’s time 
to book one of those Father 
and Son fishing lessons. 



W ith sofas and chairs hand-made to your exact GJi oar 24 hour brochure Ho* foie. 

specifications at no extra cost, and fantastic cut 01992 637 820 

price offers, why not visit one of our showrooms now, 
you’ll soon find yourself sitting pretty. 

Cheshunt: Driamare Road, Cheshunt, Herts EN 8 9TF. Eat 25, M25. Phone: 01992 626 686 
Stevenage: 21 High Street, Old Town, Stevenage, Herts SGI 3BG. Phone: 01438 722 412 
Opening boons Man -■ Sac 10am -530pm (Sun 10am - 3.00pm Che&unt only) 
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ALFRED JANES was an artist df 
great gift and originality. Bom In 
Swansea, where his parents kept a 
fruit shop, he was one of a remark- 
able artistic generation from that 
town which included the painter 
Ceri Richards, the poets Vernon 
Y faHrins and Dylan Thomas. and the 
composer Daniel Jones, all of 
whom became dose friends. 

He showed precocious promise, 
always loving to draw and paint, and, 
after Swansea Grammar School, 
he attended Swansea College of 
Art, where, in 1931, he won a schol- 
arship to the Royal Academy 
Schools in London. Janes enjoyed 
the academy at first, especially the 
drawing dasses under the exacting 
eye ofTom Mannington, but the tare 
of modernism in file nearby Cork 
Street galleries proved disturbing- 
ly distracting, and he left the schools 
before completing the course. 

He stayed for some time in Lon- 
don, painting in the succession of 
Chelsea flats he shared vnth William 
Scott, his closest friend at the Acad- 
emy Schools, and later with Dylan 
Thomas and Mervyn Levy. These 
were Depression years: hard times 
but happy times, spent in unforget- 
table company In 1984 he painted his 
first portrait of Thomas, now in the 
collection of the National Museum 
afWhles. It remains the best portrait 
of the poet, coder and less roman- 
tic that by Augustus John, to 
w hom by curious chance it owes 

its survival. 

Janes left t?Ahinr! the- pamKngg 
and drawings ha had made in his last 

London fiat and most of them were 
lost forewei; but not before Cedric 
Morris and John had coltecteda few, 
including the portrait, for an exhibi- 
tion ofW&sh painters held in Cardiff. 

In 1936 Janes returned to live in 
Swansea, where he remained until 
the Second World War During this 
period he painted a series of stiMfes 
and taught part-time at Swansea 
College of Art. The handfal of still- 
life paintings he madem the Thirties 
are among ins finest achievements. 
They were painted with extraordi- 
nary preciskm and painstaking low- 
ness, each taking many hours a day 
over several months, ho a letter to 
Vernon Watkins, written after the 
war; Thomas ironically recalled this 
pace: “How is that bfeaardly painter; 
that lightning artist, that prodigal 
canvas stacker? Has he readied file 
next finbone of the fish he was 
dashing off before the war?” 

The still-fife subjects of these ex- 
traordinary works are seen as 
through a crystalline glazed grid, a 


faceted transparent screen, behind 
which fish and fruit are transformed 
into a mineral briffiancy. They * are ut’ 
ferity unique in the art of their time. 

Janesjoiined file Army soon after 
the outbreak of hostilities, but 
defective vision (of a purely me- 
chanical kind) kept hi™ in the non- 
combatant Pioneer Corps. On leave 
in November 1940 he married Mary 
Ross, “auburn-haired fadin g light” 
of the lively Swansea Little Theatre, 
an amateur outfit at the heart of file 
lively art and culture of the town. He 
was posted to Egypt, where he re- 
mained for two and a half years 
without home leave, working in a 
prisoner-of-war camp. 

A gifted linguist, he learnt Swahili 
and, from the camp inmates, fluent 
Italian. He became a passionate 
lover of Italy and the Italians, fre- 
quently visiting the country and 
maintaining friendships made in 


How is that 
blizzardly 
painter , 9 wrote 
Dylan Thomas , 
‘that lightning 
artist , that 
prodigal canvas 
stacker ? 9 


the camp for the rest of his life. He 
made no paintings during the war 

Bade in Swansea in 1946, he re- 
turned to painting and teaching. Dur- 
ing this period he made memorable 
portraits of Vernon Watkins and 
Daniel Jones. In 1953 the Janeses 
and thriryouhg son (a daughter was 
bamthe&flowmgyear) moved to the 
rambling and then remote Nichofas- 
ton Hall, a hillside manor house over- 
looking the sea on the Gower 
Peninsula, where he used the barn 
for his studio, and embarked upon 
a series of experimental woks using 
sand, various dls (factadfagCastroD 
and bardboard. 

The rigours, of the country life, 
however didnot realty suit this most 
urbane of artists, and in 1963, invit- 
ed to take up a post at Croydon 
School of Art, he moved to Dulwich, 
where he lived happily for the rest 
of his life. Of teaching, Janes wrote, 
“[It is] peebaps die best firing we can 



Philip Fielden 


Tf what comes out is art, that’s a boms* 


do - certainly for me, a great plea- 
sure and a very great privilege.” 
Down to earth and absolutely with- 
out affectation, he was an inspired 

teacher; remembered by students 
and colleagues alike with respect 
and affection. 

At Croydon he was famous for the 
meticulous care he took to con- 
struct fiie still-fifes, placing fruit and 
fish,jugsandfahricstoinost^ec- 
tivety test and develop the students’ 
perceptions of light, colour and form. 
Ifced Janes took to Ins teachings for- 
midable knowledge of techniques, 
learnt in his own experimental prac- 
tice and generously shared, and 
great theoretical knowledge of 
odour and of the psychology and 
phfiosophy of perception. 

As painter and draughtsman 
Janes was wonderfully able to catch 
at the likeness oftife, to make a pic- 
ture of the visibfoTbroaghortalong 
career he resorted, without any lim- 


itation of styles to representational 
modes. There were the vivid paint- 
ings and drawings of his creative 
friends, and formal portraits of the 
famous and distinguished Gain 
Madeod, Br Thomas Parry Sr Ifaa 
apOwenEdwardsamoqginanyofii- 
gsjbywfaichhe made foe occasional 
supplement to his teaching income. 

In the Parties and Fifties there 
were satiric and genre paintings, and 
In fiie Sixties and Seventies phe- 
towork collages and perspex refiefa, 
in the Eighties be pamted a series 
of dream-fike shorescapes. But he 
was driven by a relentless curiosity 
and Ids painting and construction- 
maMngwere essentiaflyakind of re- 
search, a pursuit of the reaL If this 
led to abstract experiment Janes 
happily Mowed it in that direction. 

He loved music, the most abstract 
of fiie arts, playing the piano every 
day, and, Like his dose friend Ceri 
Richards, he saw dose parallels be- 


was above all a committed mod- 
ernist, Ids denial of signature style 
and personal gesture a critical and 

crftflf T aB ahnogatinw, att wwD as flii» 

expresaon of a natural modesty and 

as “a soaker of pictures, rather than 
a painter”. “I concentrate on file 
craft,” he -once said, “and if what 
comes out is art, that’s a bonus.’ 
Thne wifi confirm that many of the 
pictures hehas made are indeed art 
of a high orde£ His art celebrates, 
sometimes with the ironic wit so 

in comic mood, sometimes with a 
surprising poetic lyricism, the 
infinite variety <rf the world as given. 

Mel Gooding 

Alfred George Janes, artist: bom 
Swansea 30 June 1311; married 1940 
Mary Ross (one son, one daughter); 
died London 3 February 1999. 


Lesley Maber 


THE REMOTE village of Chambon- 
sur-Iignon at the northern end of 
the Cdveunes has become the sym- 
bol of everything that was finest in 
occupied France. 

Elsewhere there was betrayal or 
simpfeacceptance-ButinLeCham- 
bon, as it was called, there was a re- 
sistance to the persecution of the 
Jews that recalled the Huguenots of 
past times resisting their own per- 
secution. The commune of Chambon 
was Protestant and its pastoi; Andr6 
Trocme, made it into a purposeful 
force. In 1990 it becazne the firet com- 
munity to be hKioured as Righteous 
Gentiles by the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust Authority in Jerusalem. 

Lesley Maber; who was English, 
was one of the heroines of Le Clurni- 
bon. Women were particularly im- 
portant in the village. It normally 
housed a population of about 1,000 
people, with perhaps double that 
number living in surrounding farms 
and hamlets. Yet some 5,000 Jews 
were sheltered there, and whilst 
some could be crammed into cellars 
and attics, many of them were scat- 
tered over a wide area. In the neigh- 
bourhood there were also resistance 
groups, particularly from the be- 
ginning of 1943, when young men 
took to the hills rather than be con- 
scripted for week fa Germany. 


Therefore there was always a 
problem of communication. Food 
and clothes had to be delivered, 
sometimes medicines and money 
and messages. This meant that 
there was continuous movement 
For men this was particularly risky. 
They could be stopped and asked for 
toelr papers, whereas a woman car- 
lying food and bundles of dothes was 
not in itself suspicious. 

This was Chambon-sinvLignoa, 
where Lesley Maber found herself 
during the war years. She was a 
long-standing Christian Socialist 
who had always been attracted to the 
Continent, particularly to France. 
Having been a pupil at the North 
London Collegiate School, she went 
to university fa Switzerland and 
France, taking a doctorate at the 
University of Lyons. 

She was active fa many educa- 
tion al ventures and fa September 
1939, when war broke out, she had 
taken a “colonic de vocances” to Le 
Cha m bon. She was uncertain what 
she should do, but she accepted Pas- 
tor Ttocnte's suggestion that she 
should stay there and help with the 
school the College C^venol, that he 
had created there. She helped with 
the teaching and with the boarding 
of boy pupils fa her own “pension”. ' 

The school had always had a 


number of Jewish pupils. After the 
armistice of 1940 their numbers in- 
creased, partly because of Pastor 
Triiciife’sreputation of opposition to 
tiae Vidby government’s eartyanti- 
Jewish legislation, partly because ii 
was an ideal place for refuge. Soon 
organisations for the care of 
refugees and other Christian and 
Jewish welfare agencies were es- 
tablishing tines of escape through 
the convents of Savoie to crossing 
points into Switzerland, so that Le 
Chambon was also part of the 
process of escape. 

Lesley Maber played a full part fa 
the life of this community. As Magda 
TtocnuS, the pastor’s wife, used her 
bqy scouts in order to keep in touch 
with everyone, Lesley Maber had 
her girl guides. She knew the dan- 
gers of her situation. She saw the 
Gestapo arrest Daniel Trocmfe, 
cousin of the paston He was taken 
away to die fa Magdanek, She her- 
self was arrested and put on a train, 
to an internment camp. But repre- 
sentations were made to the Prefect 
ofthe department, the Haute Loire. 
When he learned how some years 
earfier she had adopted faro children 
who had been abandoned by their 
prostitute mother; he ordered that 
she should be released. The order 
was received fa time. She left the 


train before it was (Averted to Ger- 
many.and its passengers s ent to a 
terrible destination. 

She returned to Le Chambon 
and continued to work as a teacher; 
nurse, distributor of food and false 
papers, contact with resistance 
groups and a0 the other ta s k s that 
befell this resolute woman, who 
after the liberation of France in 1944 
rarely spoke of what she had done. 

However she was angered by 
those whom she had helped write 
about Le Chambon (such as the 
American academic Philip Hallie 
and the film-maker Pierre Sanvage) 
when they suggested that Le Cham- 
bon ^ was able to exist because of the 
benevolent attitude of the local Ger- 
man commander It was true that 
some of the French police were par- 
ticularity understanding. Another of 
Le Chambcnrfs heroines, Madeline 
Barot, Eked to explain how; when the 
French gendarmes had to make an 
arrest, they would stop in (he cafe 

and dtemifis thrar in tenti ons in kmd 
voices. Haft an hour later they would 
effect surprise to find that their in- 
tended victim had disappeared. But 
this come<ty was not played by the 
Germans. Lesley Mate r sought to 
put the record straight by writing her 
own memoirs, but She (fid not pub- 
lish them (and she has confided 



Heroine of Le Chambon 


them to her nephew, Dr Richard 
Maber of Durham University). 

After the war she wotted in a 
French factory then returned to the 
College Cfivenol, where she taoght 
until 197L Thus there were many 
generations of French school chil d- 
.ren and thesrparentswho had every 
reason to remember her with af- 
fection. She was one of them, with, 
all the qualities of devotion, courage 
»nd spirituality that are admired, 
whether one is French or British. 

Douglas Johnson 

Gladys Lesley Maber, teacher 
and wartime register, bom 
Credxton, Devon 20 July 1906 ; 
died Farnborough, Hampshire 6 
January 1999. 


IN ONE of those perceptive reports 
which came from housemasters at 
Eton, Philip Fiebfcrfs abilities were 
described as not those of a schol- 
ar; although he worked hard and 

i had a great of concentration: “I 

! have a very high opinion of his 
character I have never had the 
slightest reason not to trust him 
I implicitly I think he has a very 
sane judgement; he has great per- 
i sonal charm." As a soldier and 
I hors eman, fisherman and picture- 
frame*; Fielden was to prove CA. 
Gladstone prophetically accurate. 
From 1837 to 1939 Fielden was up 

.. i m.iu« ..ilium 


he rode and danced, joined the OTC 
and the Gridiron Club, was elected 

to the Bulfingdon, and, in the ksag va- 
cation of 1938, learnt German with 
the of Lehndorff and Stein 

of Stefaort fa east Prussia. His ex- 
perience of the Germans was that 
they “are law-abiding, but not sbeep- 
Hke; they have high ideals ofhanesty 
and tumour”. 

Here Is an earty indication of the 
way in which Fielden could surprise 
the xmmilitary-mmded- He had a 


Glynn Griffiths 


incisive. He learnt to express him- 
self dearly notably in his 1991 mem- 
oirs, Stomps and Roundabouts. 
There he recorded going back to 
Magdalen to recove his degree fa 
1976 “to exchange for toe modest 
sum of £7 (£3 for the degree and £4 
for the hire of cap and gown).” 
Meeting someone older than himself 
he said, “I amhere, adz; because my 
studies were int er r u pted before I 
could take a degree, by the Second 
World Win" “Ftoiny you should say 
that;” he replied, “I am here because 
my stiufies were interrupted by the 
Fist World Dfec” This was Sr Austin 
Strutt, who lived at Sloogh Manor; 
ta his youth, he toW me, Ute manor had 
been surrounded by wooded parkland. 
Now; he related wiyty at the end of one 
foreshortened drive stood the Odeon 
Cinema, •while the back premises lay in 
the shadow of Marks and Spencers. 

At the age of 20, Fielden enlisted 
and in S9ttjomedfhe Royal Dragoon 
Guards in Palestine. After exercis- 
es during which be carried on his 
saddle a rifle and a sword, the Roy- 
sis were caavated to the Marmon- 
Harrfagton armoured cm; powered 
wflti Ffcrd V-8 engines shipped to 
South Africa. After ontyfour months’ 
preparation in Cairo, they proudly 
drove out into the Western Desert 
in June lail.^Thestrongest incen- 
tive that motivated us all equally” he 
was to write, “was a wish not toiet 
the side down.” 

It was on 29 May 1942 that a di- 
rect hit in fee petrol tanks below his 
feet led to a concealed injury from 
which he was later to suffer years of 
pain, EQ-heahh and depression, and 
to the award of the MC: “It came as 
a complete surprise, more so since 
Knightsbridge had been a defeat fol- 
lowed!^ a major withdravval” Here- 
in can be seen two further personal 
traits, his courage, which was both 
physical and moral, as he was to 
prove as a stipendiary steward, and 
a natural modesty. 

He was back with his squadron for 
the breakthrough after El Alamefa 
aood recalled 1 November 1942 when 
they ‘Teaguered in absolute quiet a 
strange contrast to the conditions 
under which we had spent the last 
10 days” and on to the cessation of 
hostilities in North Africa in May 
1943. Thereafter he served fa Italy, 
hod, on 8 June 1944, landed fa Nor- 
mandy before going to Staff College 
in 1945. Here he discovered that he 
coufa express himself on paper with 
“reasonable fluency” as Swings 
and Roundabouts was to confirm. 

After serving with General MDes 
Dempsey, to whom he was devoted, 
in the Far East, and then in Cairo, 
Fielden was posted to Berlin fa 1947 
and his subsequent service fa the 
British. Zone was lightened by race 
meetings and horseshows. 

In 1952 Fielden derided to lookfbr 
a horse which he could ride fa the 
Grand Military Gold Cup Steeple- 
chase and had the good fortune to 
run into Major Charles Kadclyffe, 
who purchased Atom Bomb for him. 
David Gibson, who had won the 
Grand Military on Klaxton for the 

previous three years had to pull out. 

Atom Bomb won but, as Fielden 
wrote, “in truth the 1953 race was the 
nadir of the Grand Military; never 

within memory had there been such 
a small and untfistfaguished field." 

The next year Fielden was third 
on Roughen, and in 1955 he won on 


in Ireland by M^j or Radctyffe (who 


Inmtedfhem withtibe 8*ytiwp)«d 
trained by Cyril StftcheH As Tom 
Niekalls wrote ta Sporting ljfa 
FWd<m was "a most capable horse- g 

man". A fourth success was fa 1W8 
with Golden Drop which Ftektet 
mpartaershqi with CapUfo Simon 
Braffish-EUaxnes. ~ 

FVomJanuaryl9g9unt8Jutyt96t- 
te returned to RAOR fa Gerwaityt^ 
command Ms regiment, the Rqyifo 
He bad never been encouraged te^ 
think that hisabilitiffi would pthte 
beyond the rank of major but now 
comparative greatness was throat 
upon him. He benefited greattyfroar/ 
the support of his wife, Cantina,-*’ 
whom he had married In 1958, the 
presence of their two children, and . 
the loyalty of the refameat which he 
fiercely reciprocated The Royal* 
wee posted from Germaity to Aden, 
and an to Malaya under Ws cossniad.- 

When Fielden retired from the - 
Army Harvey Rascoe suggested he 
might becomes stewards’ secretary 
for the Jockey Club, ^coUoquiaL* 
stipe”, which he did from 1962 until 
1972 and the case histories which he f 
records are stiff instructive even to 
those with little tauwtedgeof raefag,-. . - 
as in endeavouring to define why •_ . 
every jockey must be seen to mate m 
reasonable effort to win or be ptmwL 
What is or is nut a reasonable dfart. 
can only be decided at the discretion flf 
the stewards; it will be * matter fif 
fine judgement. . - - 

For instance. Fielden listed five, 
factors: 

D the horse should haw the expericoe* 
of at least me race before he ia rNMty 
to be asked for the supreme effort. iDthtt 
the horse will rccuuv one or more races 
before he would be fit enough to be. 
asked to go and win: iii> that the train- 
er wants to see vour horse perform 
against horses with known form before 
be can advise you ithc owner) to bode 
your horse, with confidence to win; far> 
that he may wish to give the horse a 

preparatory race or races so that he w# 

be ready to win when you return from 
your holiday in Bermuda; or, v>. that be . 
may consider the hnndkapper has 
taken the measure of your horse. 

Sadly his account of the race, “Sal- 
isbury on l Juty 1970, Wbyhill Stakes^ 
five furlongs", was considered too m' 
controversial to pifolish.lt was a tour 
de farce “but events had moved far " 
out of the sphere of stipes". 

Fishing, pre-eminenttyforsalmon 
with a fty meant as much to Field- 
en as horses. He first went to Nor- 
way fa 1933, to Flak at the head of 
the Bangsund fiord, 40 minutes*, 
walk to the river Bongo, where he ac* '- ~ 
quired experience and confidence. 

He recalled the vast pool at the top 
of the river Bolstad which was Vir- 
tually unfishable” He loved the el- 
ement of privacy and deplored the 
over-fishing due to “greed" of which 
the Norwegians complain today 

The Slaney in Co "Wexford and 
rivers in Styria, for trout, followed. 

Fhriy years later he tried Chile for 
rainbow trout on the Lago Yelcho, 
and Argentina on the river TYafuL 
Wfater fishing m the Southern Hemi- 
sphere appea^ and, after two unt: 
successful visits, he and his wife had 
“a week of unique fishing" for mab- 
seer on the river Cuvery south- * 
west of Mysore. They found good fP 
sport fa Iceland with visits to the 
Hofca, the Kjos, to Haffiardara. "a 
fine liver with big fish", in 1987 and 
the Grimsa. Last summer, once 
more, they returned to the Cree fa 
Dumfries and Galloway. 

It was Julian Johnston who. . . 
taught Fielden to frame pictures, to 
cut the mounts, and choose the ', 
mouldings for watercolours and 
prints. It was an occupation which 
he could pursue at home, in his beau- 
tifulty equipped and presented stu- 
(fios, first at Hook Norton Manor (the 
Fielden fatuity have an eye for a fine 
house) and, latterty. at Adlestrop. He 
realised that he had, after a year's 
apprenticeship, a latent sense of 
colour and proportian, twn essenfatk r 
without which aframer cannot hope 
tobe successful. Thus it was that, de- : 
spite adversity, there were more "• 
swings than roundabouts: to quote 
Patrick Chalmers, as be did, ‘'What’s , 

lost upon the roundabouts we pulls W, 
up (hi the swings." 

Frail he might be, but he never 
lost his personal charm, a twinkle in 

his eye, his sense of humour; nor his ' 
^ nfaftfag courtesy as a host 

Ian low . 

Philip Brand Fielden, soldier. 
Norseman and fisherman ; bom 
Kineton, Warwickshire 2 April 
1919; MC 1942; married 1955 Car- 
ottrieBurder (one sotl (me dough* 
ter); died Chipping Norton. ' 
Q3#jrasfttre2 December 199&, 
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Rudolf Karpati 


Karpati, left, at the Rome Olympics in I960 Hutton Getty 


AS A member of the illustrious and 
world famous Hungarian sabre 
team during the Fifties and Sixties, 
Rudolf Karpati played an impor- 
tant part in ids country’s domina- 
tion of international fen ring over 
very many years. 

Karpati competed fa four Olympic 
Games, winning six gold medals - 
team grids in 1948, 1952, 1956 and 
1960 and individual golds in 1966 and 
i960. He also won seven World 
Championship titles. 

He was bom in Budapest in 1920 
and studied at the Hungarian Acad- 


emy of Music; he became a musi- 
cologist by profession, while con- 
tinuing to pursue his sport He 
dominated the sport at home, be- 
coming Champion of Hungary prior 
to his international achievements. In 
1965 he published hfaautofcoograqfoy 
fa Hun garian, entitled “ArOundlhe 
World with a Sword”. 

Although ori ginally 'of the old 
fencing school based on the solid 
foundation of firm footwork arid 
lightning but controlled parry- 


a more fluid style. This enabled 


him to deal effectively with the 
emerging athletically mobile tactics 
of Italian and Flinch sabreurs. 

Karpati was the model sabre 
fencer txtywfaoltyconfiffeit and sdf 
contained. He^ was always quiet and 
polite to those who succumbed to his 
impeccable timing; his extraordi- 
oaiy^kieiitpanymgwasfoaowe^ 
by ripostes no more com plicated 
than absrintety necessary 

It was indeed an experience and 
a privilege for me to fence against 
Rudolf Karpati on several occasions 
including the 1956 Olympic Games 


mMabourneandfaRnmefa i960 as 
wdl as at several World Champi- 
onships. He also kindly amw to 
London in May 1963, along with 

HiroP nthap 


a Gala at the National Sporting Ch* 
to hefc raise funds for the new Am- 


Untfl comparatively recently the 


-m w hichhtts can be made with both 
edges of the weapon as well as its 
print -has prevented the introduc- 
tion rianriectrified scoring system, 
which has been in use for several 


decades for the sister events of 
epee and foil. Before electrical de- 
view, sabre required four judges in 
addition to the President, and con- 
sequentty a very particular tech- 
toque on the part of the fencer. With 
the adveto of the new systmn, there 
is no doubt that we shall never 
again see the Eke of Rudoffifarpati. 

A. RtLPfi COQPERMAN 

Rudolf Karpati, .fencer and musi- 
“Joflrwt: born Budapest 17 July 
«20; married < two children}; died 
1 February i$99 % 
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Keisuke Kinoshita 


i™GH AKIRA Kurosawa is the 
better-known film director in the 
West ’ ® Japan Keisuke Kinoshita Is 
revered as the greater genius, and the 
50 or so films he made display a much 
wder variety of styles and themes, aD 
expert^ handled, than do Kurosawa’s. 

hinoshita’s work was a perpetual re- 
flection of his whole philosophy of liv- 
“Jg. an idealism rare in the modern 
world whose ugliness and cruelty he 
despised and mocked in satirical come- 

m — 


ly tuiius own SCXSptS- was 
to preserve the purity and sense of 
beauty he had been taught to admire 
in boyhood. 

While Kurosawa excelled in depict- 
ing male characters, Kinoshita spe- 
cialised in sensitively directed parts for 
women, many of which were played by 
his favourite actress. Hkiefa) Takamine. 
In her amusing 1980 autobiography, 
WWoahimo Ibsst Nikki (“Journal of the 
Way I live"), she pays tribute to his in- 
spired direction, ikd adds that he did not 

realty like women. 

In the summer of 1986 the first wide- 
ra ng ing retrospective of his films was 
shown to an Internationa] audience, in 
the Swiss town of Locarno. I had fol- 
lowed his work from my firet arrival in 
Japan in 1959, and so had seen a dtwpn 
or so of his films before he gave up the 
cinema for television after Natsuka&rifd 
Fbe ya TaBto (“Nostalgia for Flutes and 
Drums") in 196?. When he was per- 
suaded to return to film-makmgin 1976 
for Sri Lanka no Ai to Wakare (“Love 
and Heartbreak in Sri Lanka") his 
heart was no longer in the subject, and 
among the four more late works he pro- 
duced, the 1983 Konoko o Nokoshite 
(“Children of Nagasaki") was the only 
memorable one. 

So the Locarno Festival was an oc- 
casion to see some of his eariy movies, 
which were a revelation. Among the 
best-known in the West are the over- 
sentimental (“three-handkerchief") 
weepie starring Hideko Ibkamine. Ni- 
jushi no Hitomi (“TWenty-four Hires’*, 
1954), based on the popular novel by 
Tbuboi Sakaez; and NarayamaBuduko 
(“Ballad ofNarayama", 1958), based on 
the controversial novel by Shichiro 
Fukazawa. Another full-scale retro- 
spective of Kinoshita’s work is ardent- 
ly to be desired. 

He was bom in 1912, in Shizuoka Pre- 
fecture, in the city of Hamamatsu, 
where his parents ran a grocery store. 
From an early age, he was cra^y about 
movies, and it has been said that he was 
the only Japanese director who was 
born to the cinematic art From the age 


of eight his one desire was to direct 
films, and he rebelled against the at- 
tempts of his parents to make him 
study for a university career. 

When Hamamatsu became the lo- 
cation for a newmovie, a period film, the 
actors used to patronise his parents’ 
shop, and that is how he came to know 
the actor Jimosuke Bando, who ran 
away with him to Kyoto, then the capi- 
tal of period film -making. His grandfa- 
ther brought him h ank home, and hi$ 
parents finally gave in to his ambition 
to become a director; But Kpjgiiirp had 
to learn the art from the bottom up be- 
fore be could even be considered by 
toe studios. 

So he worked in a photographer’s 
shop in Tokyo, and entered the Orien- 
tal Photography School, from which he 
evenhiallygraduatedml333. He at once 
applied to be taken on by the Shochiku 
film company and started in the film pro- 
cessing laboratory, unto he at last be- 
came camera assistant to toe chief 
ci nem a t ographer, Yasujiro Shimazu. 
When the latter became a director; he 
took on Kinoshita as his assistant 

Kinoshita later described Shimazu’s 
working methods: “He relied heavily 
upon intuition, and didn't like to have 
everything calculated, and fixed in ad- 
vance.” This was to become Kinoshita’s 
own light-handed, easy-going direc- 
tional manner, retying on last-minute 
inspirations and sudden insights 
into character. 

When the Second World War broke 
out, he served for a while in toe army, 
but was sent back to Shochiku to 
write propaganda scripts, a ta.sk he 
hated, until at last he was promoted to 
director in 1943. It had been a long bat- 
tle to reach this position, but now he had 
to contend with the stupidities of 
wartime censors, fifis first serfotwas re- 
jected as “not sufficiently patriotic” 
but he had better luck with the Infor- 
mation Ministry when they accepted 
Hdno Saku Minato (“Blower-Blossom 
Fort") set in toe southern port town 
of Amakusa. 

He was allowed a generous 40 days 
on location, and 20 in the studio, and this 
first feature showed immense promise. 
There is a charming evocation of toe 
picturesque port, and what was to be- 
come typical dramatic and satirical 
confrontation between the pure- 
spirited country folk and cynical city 
schemers, between youthful love and 
exploitation of the innocent fay hardened 
criminals. In toe end, purity triumphs 
and the crooks are defeated in a comic 
turn-around. 

City and country are again con- ' 
toasted in the 1951 Karumen Kokyo ni 



‘ Carmen Comes 
Home 9 was the first 
Japanese film shot 
in colour In the 
tremeruious heat the 
girls 9 heavy make- 
up kept melting 
and smoke started 
to rise from their 
poemaded hair 


Kaeru (“Carmen Comes Home"). 
Hideko Takamine, cast against her 
usual serious, intelligent, type of young 
woman, plays a country girl who has run 
away from home to become a striptease 
dancer in Tokyo. She makes a surprise 
return home, accompanied by her strip- 
tease colleague, to give the natives the 
shock (rf their lives. The shock to the vil- 
lagers can be imagined when Carmen 
and her friend get off the train wearing 
high heels, fantastic modem fashions in 
brilliant hues, heavy make-up and ac- 
tually smoking cigarettes in fingers 
scarlet with nail varnish. The outraged 
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Births, 

MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

UNDSLEV: lb Clare and Ian, on 
2 February 1999. at Kingston 
Hospital, a girl, Imowo Colleen, 
a beautiful sister to Phoebe, 
Isabella and Poppy. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal, Presi- 
dent, the Princess Royal 
Trust for Carers, today 
attends the press launch of 
the Great Scottish Walk, at 
the Palace of Holyroodhouse. 

> E dinb urgh: and, as Patron, 
Scottish Rugby Union, attends 
the Scotland versus Whies 
International Match at Mur- 
rayfield Stadium, Edinburgh. 

Cl IANG1NG OH THE GUARD 

TODAY: The Household 
Cavalry Mounted Regiment 
mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 
liam; No 7 Company Cold- 
stream Guards mounts the 
Queen's Guard, at Bucking- 
ham Palace, 11.30am, band 
provided by the Welsh 
Guards. TOMORROW The 
Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 10am. 


Announcenwnto for Gazette 

BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS (Births, Adoptions, 
Marriages. Deaths. Memorial 
services. Wedding anmver- 

extra). OTHER Gazette 
announcements (notices, 
functions. Ryrthmutt [mar- 
riages. Marriages), which 
must be submitted in writing, 
are charged at £10 a fine, 

VAT extra. 


Birthdays 


TODAY The Right Rev 
Edwin Barnes, Bishop Suf- 
fragan of Richborough, 64; 
Mr Mike Batt, popular 
music composer and 
arranger; 49; Rabbi Lionel 
Blue, broadcaster; 69; Mr 
Nicholas Brett, former 
editor, Radio Times, 49; Mr 
Peter Cadbury, former com- 
pany chairman. 81; Mr John 
Flemming, Warden, Wadham 
College, Oxford, 58; Miss Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, actress, 79; Mr 
Tom Harris, former ambas- 
sador to Korea, 54; Dr 
Christopher Hill, former 
Master Balfiol College, 
Oxford, 87; Miss Gayle Hun- 
nicutt, actress, 56: Mr Nevil 
Johnson, political scientist, 
70; Mr Patrick McNee, 
actor 77; Mr George Mudie 
MP, Treasurer of HM House- 
hold, 54; Mr Denis Norden, 
writer and broadcaster 77; 
Mr Manuel Orantes, tennis 
player 50; Mr Ronald Rea- 
gan, former US president 
88; Mr Tom Richardson, 
ambassador to Italy 58; Mr 
Mark Sheldon , solicitor and 
former president Law Soci- 
ety of England and Wales, 68; 
Mr Brian Simpson, MEE 46; 
Mr Jimmy Tarhnck, comedi- 
an, 59; Mr Fred TVueman, 
cricketer 68; Mr Keith 
Waterhouse, writer 70; Mr 
Kevin Whately, actor 48. 

TOMORROW Mrs GflBan 
Banks, policy consultant 
Age Concern, England, 66; 
Lord Bettwin, former gov- 
ernment minister 76; Mr 
Eddie Bracken, actor 79; 

Mr David Brighty, former 
ambassador to Spain, 60; 
Miss Dora Bryan, actress, 
75; The Earl of Cork and 

Orrery, writer artist and 

broadcaster. 89: Mr Gerald 
Davies, rugby player 54; The 
Earl of Harewood, former 
operatic managing director 
76; Mr Gareth Hunt actor 
56; Mr Ian Jack, editor 
Grantu. 54; The Hon Pfeter 
Jay, writer and broadcaster, 
62; Lord Keith oFMnfcd, 
former Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary, 77; Mr Derek 
Langslow, chief executive. 


Engish Nature, 54; Sir John 
Leahy, former High 
Commissioner in Australia, 
71; Dr Barbara McGibbon, 
pathologist 71; Sir George 
Moseley, former senior civil 
servant 74; Sir Geoffrey 
MuJcahy, chairman. King- 
fisher; 57; Sir Philip Myers, 
former HM In spector of 
Constabulary, 68; Mr David 
Park, writer; 46; Mr Roy 
Watson, former director- 
general. the National 
Farmers’ Union, 73. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: Christopher 
Marlowe, playwright 1564; 
Antoine Arnauld, theologian, 
1612; Queen Anne, 1665; Ugo - 
Foscolo, novelist and poet 
1778; Sir Henry Irving (John 
Henry Brodribb), actor; 1838, 
Isabella Mary Beeton 
CMayson), cookery writer, 
1865; George Herman 
(“Babe") Roth, baseball play- 
er; 1895; Eva Braun, Adolf 
Hitler's mistress, 1912; 
Francois Truffaut, film direc- 
tor, 1932. Deaths: Thurstan, 
Ardibishop of York, 1140; 
King Charles H. 1685; 
Lancelot “Capability” Brown, 
landscape gardener, 1783; 
The Rev Ebenezer Cob ham 
Brewra: author of the Dictio- 
nary of Phrase and Fable, 
1897; Gustav Klimt, painter 
1918; King George VI, 1952; 
Marghanita Laski, writeE, 
1888; Arthur Ashe, tennis 
player; 1993. On this day: 
Maximilian I assumed the 
title of Holy Roman Emperor; 
1508; James n acceded to 
the throne of Great Britain, 
1685; Britain declared war on 
France, 1778; Great Britain 
and Maori chiefs signed the 
Treaty of Waitangi in New 
Zealand, 1840; Crete pro- 
claimed a union with Greece. 
1897; the Boy Scouts of 
America were chartered, 
1910; an Act of Parliament 
granted votes for women 
over 30, 1918; Queen Eliza- 
beth H succeeded to the 
throne, 1952; seven members 
of the Manchester United 
football team were among 21 


killed in an air crash at 
Munich, 1958; agreement 
was reached between Britain 
and France on a Channel 
Tunnel, 1964. Today is the 
National Day of New Zealand 
and the Feast Day of St 
Amand, St Guarinus of 
Palestrina, St HQdegund, 
Saints Mel and Melchu, St 
Paul MDri and his Compan- 
ions and St Vedast or Vaast 

TOMORROW 
Births: St Thomas More, 
1478; Thomas Kflligrew, play- 
wright, 1612; Charles John 
Huffam Dickens, novelist, 
1812; Franz Friedrich 
Richard Gen£e, conductor 
and composer, 1823; Sir 
WDliam Huggins, 
astronomer, 1824; Dmitri 
Ivanovich Mendeleyev, 
chemist 1834; Harry Sinclair 
Lewis, novelist 1885. 

Deaths: James Stewart sec- 
ond Earl of Moray murdered 
1591; Jan van Huysum, 
painter; 1749; Daniel Niko- 
laus Chodowiecki, painter 
and engraver; 1801; Pope 
Pius DC, 1878; Adolphe Sax, 
inventor of the saxophone, 
1894; Thomas Sidney Cooper, 
painter; 1902. On this day: 
Edward of Caernarvon (later 
King Edward H) was created 
Prince of Wales, 1301; while 
visiting the British Museum, 
w illiam Lloyd smashed the 
first-century Portland Vase, 
1845; the main group of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls was discov- 
ered, 1947. Tomorrow is the 
Feast Day of St Adaucus, St 
Luke the Younger, St Moses, 
St Richard, “king", St Sfivin 
and St Theodore of Heraclea. 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rachel 
Barnes, “Love (D: 
Rembrandt Saskia van 
Uylenburgh in Arcadian 
Costume ", 12 noon. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Sorrel Heshberg. 
“European Arts and Crafts", 
2pm. 

British Museum: Nicole 
Douek, “Empire Builders of 
Ancient Egypt", 11.30am; 


Nicole Douek, “Egypt and 
Nubia", 1,30pm. 

Ihte Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury “A Lesson in Look- 
ing by the Mysterious Ivan 
LermoliefP, 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Valerie Holman. “Blooms- 
bury Portraits”, 3pm. 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Grace Lees, 

“Dress and Textile Design in 
the eariy-20th Century”. 2pm. 
Tate Gallery: Sarah O’Brien 
TWohig, “Commentate on 
Rodin and Gwen John", 4pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Tim Heath as Lytton Stra- 
chey in Brmyntrude and 
Esmeralda, 3pm. 


Royal Victorian 
ORDER 

A Service of the Royal 
Victorian Order will be held 
in St George’s Chapel, Wind- 
sor Castle, at llam on 
Thursday 29 April, foQowed 
by a reception in toe State 
Apartments of Windsor 
Castle for all members and 
medallists of the order 
attending the service. 

Due to the limited seating 
capacity of St George’s 
Chapel, tickets for toe ser- 
vice and reception will be 
restricted to members of the 
Royal Victorian Order and 
holders of the Royal Victori- 
an Medal only. Please do not 
appty for tickets for spouses, 
or other guests. Honorary 
members and medallists are 
not eligible to attend. 

Members of the order and 
medallists who wish to 
attend should appty for a 
ticket as soon as possible, 
and not later than Friday 12 
March, dearly stating their 
name, address and grade 
within toe order They should 
also state if they require a 
parting permit. Application 
should be made to the 
Registrar of toe Royal Victo- 
rian Order; The Central 
Chancery of the Orders of 
KnighthftfMl, St James’s 
Palace, London SWlA IBH. 


OBITUARIES/11 


village headmaster, played super- 
latively by the great Ryu Chishu, is 
graduafiy won round by the girls when 
they give a benefit performance to help 
rebuild his schooL 

One reason why the girls' make-up 
is so heavy is that this was the first 
Japanese film shot in colour. In those 
days, great trouble had to be taken to 
keep constant lighting levels, and each 
actor had a different tone of malm-up. 
Ryu Chishu’s complexion came out 
looting rust-red, and in the tremendous 
heat of both natural sunshine and arti- 
ficial light, the girts’ studied make-up 
kept melting and smoke even started to 
rise from their pomaded hair. Kinoshi- 
ta had to start shooting a black-and- 
white version, just in case the final print 
of the colour film was a failure. Fortu- 
nately, it came out very well. 

Kinoshita took the film to Europe, 
where he stayed for a while, in 1951. He 
met Rend Clair whose light touch in 
comedy he greatly admired, though 
he also was devoted to the works of 
Julien Duvivier and Jean Renoir - toe 
latter’s The River in particular which 
influenced his own Fuefukigawa 
(“River FeufukT), i960. 

“The Ballad ofNarayama” is toe only 
other Kinoshita masterpiece to have 
been shown in Europe. It appeared on 
French television in 1996. Kinoshita 
was a devotee of the traditional theatre, 
and wanted to make a film reflecting 
those ancient dramatic techniques. An 
old peasant woman, as ancient tradition 
demanded, asks her son to cany her 
to the top of a mountain and expose 
her there to die, so that the poverty- 
stricken village will have one less mouth 
tofeed. 

There is a horrifying scene ^ when she 
knocks her teeth out with a rock , so as 
not to be tempted to eat toe food left to 
her and to stay alive a few days longer 
all alone. Kinoshita’s handling of colour 
is masterly, and his sweeping panoram- 
ic shots of toe mountains are sheer lyri- 
cism. Kahn In techniques are imitated, 
with painted interior sets, use of cur- 
tains, transformations, narrators. 

It was an epoch-making event in the 
history of Japanese film-making, and 
only Kinoshita could have achieved 

surh a se nsi tfee cnmhmatin n nf pmn fem 

and image, and such an inventive use 
of old dramatic conventions in a thor- 
oughty modem use of film. This will un- 
doubtedly be the masterpiece by which 
he will always be remembered. 

JAMES KlRKUP 

Keisuke Kinoshita, film director, bom 
Hamamatsu, Japan 5 December 1912; 
died 7b kyo 30 December 1998. 
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Historical notes 

Richard breitman 

Official secrets of 
the Final Solution 


ON 28 JANUARY American 
officials announced that they 
had intercepted conversa- 
tions among senior Serbian 
officials about a massacre 
of 45 civilians in Kosovo. 
This evidence, they stated, 
demonstrated the need for 
an international war crimes 
investigation, it remains to 
be seen whether the ann- 
ouncement of near-perfect 
evidence of Serbian war 
crimes and toe threat of pun- 
ishment will work against 
Serbian officials. But open 
use of intercepted communi- 
cations as a weapon against 
ethnic cleansing represents 
something of a reversal of the 
Second YVorid War esperience 

During the war Britain 
was able to intercept and de- 
code tens of thousands of 
German police and SS radio 
messages. In 1997 the Public 
Record Office at Kew made 
transcripts of these messages 
available, along with some 
British intelligence analyses 
of Nazi operations on the 
Eastern front These docu- 
ments cast new light on the 
murderous activities of the 
German Order Police, which 
scholars of Nazi Germany 
had underestimated until the 
1990s. New evidence also in- 
dicates that British intelli- 
gence bad recognised a 
systematic Nazi policy of ex- 
terminating Jews by eariy 
1942, before this information 
arrived in the West from 
other sources. 

The information British 
intelligence secretty gleaned 
from 'SS and police radio - 


messages, however, went es- 
sentially unused during land 
after) the war. Throughout 
most of 1942 Fbreign Office of- 
ficials (and their counterparts 
in die State Department in 
Washington), lacking access 
to the direct German evi- 
dence. refused to credit re- 
ports coming in through 
Jewish and Polish channels 
that Nazi Germany was sys- 
tematically slaughtering hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews. 

In mid-December 1942, 
responding in pari to other 
reports and to public pres- 
sure. the Allied governments 
formally recognised that Nazi 
Germany was pursuing a pol- 
icy of exterminating the Jew- 
ish people, which produced a 
brief British broadcasting 
campaign to alert the Ger- 
man people to this mon- 
strosity. In January 1944 toe 
newly established United 
States War Refugees Board 
began to use other intelli- 
gence about the Final 
Solution and to threaten 
punishment of those who 
took part or collaborated. 

The “final solution of the 
Jewish question" was origi- 
nally one of the great secrets 
of toe Nazi regime. Official- 
ly, Nazi Germany was mere- 
ly resettling Jews in Eastern 
Europe and using them for 
labour: deception of the vic- 
tims was sometimes main- 
tained until the moment of 
mass murder. 

The idea of using informa- 
tion (combined with political- 
diplomatic pressure against 
Germany's allies and satel- 


lites) to try to save lives dur- 
ing the Second World War is 
not a matter of hindsight; it 
was done on a limited basis 
relatively late in the war. But 
the earliest and best wartime 
evidence of Nazi killings 
of Jews - intercepted and 
decoded German messages 
- never was used at all wen 
though Britain did not have to 
compromise the secrecy uf its 
code-breaking operations. It 
might hare simply endorsed 
other reports about Nazi 
policies that reached the 
Government or the public. 

The opportunity for Allied 
military intervention against 
the Holocaust was limited. AH 
the Allied powers faced des- 
perate military difficulties of 
their own in 1942. Neither 
Britain nor the US gave 
much thought to military op- 
erations to rescue or aid Nazi 
victims until the Allied inva- 
sion of France had succeed- 
ed more than two years later. 

But military action was 
not toe only possible Allied 
response. If the Allies had 
demonstrated earlier that 
the fete of Jews mattered to 
them, alerting potential vic- 
tims and rescuers, warning 
Nazi collaborators, urging 
neutral countries not to turn 
away Jews seeking to es- 
cape the Nazi vise, tens of 
thousands more lives would 
likely have been saved. 

Richard Breitman is the 
author of ‘Official Secrets: 
what the Nazis planned, 
what the British and Amer- 
icans knew’ (Penguin, £20) 


Ian Paisley and 
other sacred cows 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
fM-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011] or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


SOME PEOPLE have problems 
believing God exists. Mine is 
slightly different: I don’t 
believe in religions. For when 
you look closely at the con- 
cept of “religion" it becomes 
almost as difitise as toe notion 
of “Anglicanism”. 

There is no single practice or 
belief which is always and only 
religious. Neither is there any 
guarantee that “religious” 
ideas have anything in common 
with each other - not even that 
they can all grow in the fertile 
mulch that lines toe skull of a 
football manager. Yet the word 
is a useful one. It does mean 
something important to say 
that Europe is entering a post- 
religious age, though it deariy 
does not mean that we are en- 
tering an age of rationality (or 
even of unbounded credulity). 

One way round the difficul- 
ty is to talk about “organised 
religion" but I think this is 
just weasel-ish because or- 
ganisation is one of the 
defining qualities of a serious 
religion, without which it 
cannot long persist We don't 
no rmally talk about “nourishing 
food" or “mothers with chil- 
dren" - and “organised religion" 
is a similar tautology. 

What makes a religion 
“organised” is more than 
amply discipline. The boundary 
between religions and cults 
maybe obscure, and fuzzy, but 
it certainly exists. There are 
cults and sects which are far 
more ferociously disciplined 
than traditional forms of Chris- 
tianity. There are some which 
seem to have emerged from 
that state to become full-blown 
religions: Monnonism comes to 
mind. But there is movement in 
both directions, as other frag- 
ments of established religions 
sink into cult-hood, like some 
of the wackier Pentecostal 
churchlets, with their belief in 
divinely inspired leaders. 

The definition of a cult 
seems to have more to do with 
the relations between toe mem- 
bers and the society around 
them. Sacred cows are part of 
a religion in Uttar Pradesh. But 
when you see them cropping 
peacefully in the Hertfordshre 
commuter belt, you know you 
have found the Hare Krishnas* 
mansion. Though the move- 
ment is organised, and a reli- 


gion. its distance from most of 
toe surrounding society means 
that its white members cer- 
tainly are practising what we 
might call disorganised reli- 
gion. Sometimes, of course, this 
transfer into a foreign society 
can render a religion more 
rather than less benevolent 
The heart sinks a little at Ian 
Paisley’s missionary journeys 
in West Africa or Wales, but at 
least his followers do less harm 
there than in Northern Ireland. 

If I am right and Paisleyism 
in Cameroon is a cult of sorts, 
whereas in Northern Ireland it 
is a religion or part of one, this 
shows at least that religions are 
not necessarily more benifi- 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

ANDREW BROWN 

The difference 
between a cult and a 
proper religion lies 
in the ability to 
found proper 
universities - which 
is why modem faith 
communities are not 
producing any 

cent still less benevolent than 
cults. But there is one form 
of organisation of which only 
religions are capable. It com- 
bines discipline, organisation 
and a healthy relationship with 
the surrounding society The 
fact that it no longer happens 
in Europe summons up exactly 
what is meant by secularisation. 
The golden test is this: proper 
refiginns can found universities. 

By this token, European 
Christianity, Buddhism, Mam, 
Judaism. Confucianism and 
possibly Hinduism are cer- 
tainly religions. I know there 
are American fundamentalist 
universities. Ian Paisley got 
his doctorate from one, but 
that’s not the only reason for 
distrusting them The US also 
have a University of the 


Hamburger, and I don't think 
that’s part of a religion either. 
A proper university' cannot be 
fundamentalist, since funda- 
mentalism is a 19th-century 
reaction to the discovery that 
knowledge and religious truth 
may be incompatible. A real uni- 
versity can't be so afraid that it 
can onty go out into the world 
wearing blinkers. A friend of 
mine taught for a while at an 
Islamic University in Malaysia, 
and found the experience 
completely stultifying simply 
because everything thought 
or taught had to be checked 
to see if it drifted into for- 
bidden territories. 

Religions need more than 
unself-conscious intellectual 
confidence if they are to launch 
universities. They need money, 
libraries and learning have 
always been expensive, even 
if scholars are cheap. And they 
need the confidence of the 
society surrounding them. A 
university is not a vocational 
college. It’s not even a 
seminary. R is something which 
is recognised to benefit the 
whole of the society surround- 
ing it. All of these are resources 
which are beyond cults, almost 
by definition. They are cer- 
tainly beyond disorganised 
spirituality. A university of the 
New Age would be as much use 
as a Hamburger University; 
even if there were anything 
solid to study there. 

The links between Western 
European Christianity and the 
universities have collapsed al- 
most completely: I think that 
Cardinal Newman was the last 
man to attempt to found a reli- 
gious university in these is- 
lands, and certainly the idea 
would never occur to anyone 
today This is perhaps toe most 
concrete meaning that can be 
attached to the idea of a post- 
religious society. This distinc- 
tion has the farther advantage 
of holding even in Eastern Eu- 
rope, where religion is alive 
partly because its connection 
with universities remains or- 
ganic. Which explains why a for- 
mer Polish university professor 
like Pope John Paul H, who 
really believes that a university 
without religion has lost its 
souL thinks in ways which seem 
so completely alien to most 
Western intellectuals. 
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Lost in translation 


Michael Hamburger’s huge contribution to our knowledge of German 


literature - his versions of Gunter Grass’s poetry are about to 


appear - has obscured his own reputation as a poet By Michael Glover 


T his is the story of a literary fife, 
translated from the German. 
In 1933. the year of Hitler's 
accession to power; a nine- 
year-old German boy called 
Michael Hamburger; one of 
four children from a prosperous, upper- 
midcfle-dass Jewish family left Berlin for 
Edinburgh with his parents and siblings, 
to escape from the possibility of persecu- 
tion and death. little by little, the boy 
became an TfrigHshman He went to prep 
school, Westminster public school, and 
Oxford. He served as a humble private 
among working-class squaddies in the 
British Army - his father had received the 
Iron Cross for distinguished service in die 
German Army. 

After the war Hamburger a dreamy, 
introspective, book-saturated youth, 
pursued a peripatetic literary life, teaching 
in universities, writing poems, essays, 
works of literary criticism. He also became 
the best, and best known, translator of 
German poetry into English of the post-war 
years, tackling some of the most daunting 

fpyts irnagmaM p- the works of fee 
turyschizophrenfc poet Friedrich Holderim, 
for example, and the poems of Paul Celan, 
whose intensely private and tortured holo- 
caust-haunted lyrics are some of the hard- 
est peaks that any translator might ever be 
tempted to scale. Almost untranslatable^ you 
might think- except by someone like Ham- 
burger; who has devoted years of his life, 
on and off, to doggedly unpicking their mon- 
strously tangled threads. 

Hamburger is both proud to have served 
as a conduit for the greet German- 
speaking writers he has translated, and 
also intensely irritated when yet another 
critic describes him, in print, as “best 
known as a translator from the German..." 
in feet, he squirms in his carver as I 
mention the fact to Him, 

We are sitting, facing each other; in the 
study bis long, rambling patchwork of 
a house - part Tiidoc part 17th century part 
1920s - just outside a village in East 
Suffolk. It is early afternoon. The li gh t is 
bleadbed out, watery already feifing. He has 
just come in from the fane, having dealt 
with a storming heap of horse manure. Just 
perfect for the grapevine, he’d said to his 
wife as he worked away with his shovel 
Now a cat is sleeping idly post-prandi- 
al, on the window seat, beside a new 
edition of The Truth qf Poetry and many 
others of his books, all leaning sideways 
as if a tittle weary too. Beyond the bay 
window is his garden and orchard, all three- 
and-a-half acres of it, teeming with plum, 
mulberry, yew, alder; and, his great pride 
and joy, a collection of rare species of apple 


tree, including two that came from Ted 
Hughes’s garden in Devon - Devonshire 
Quarrenden, he tells me later; a dark red, 
almost purple apple. The pond, alas, has 
no fish in it The heron saw to that 
“The thing is,” he rasps at me - he will 
be 75 in Martii, ami though a Ktite deaf now 
manual, work beeps him quick and spright- 
ly when he moves about bounding over tus- 
socky grass, or zipping from room to room 
in search of books to prove a point or il- 
lustrate an argument - “they use all this 
taiv ah pnt. m p as a t ranslator aft an excuse 
for not reading my own poems property and 
also as a way of disparaging them. It doesn't 
make any difference what Fm better 
known foe The fact is that I’ve been writ- 
ing my own poems since I was 14 or 15, and 
for me. It’s my main activity. Translating 
is a skill, something which I can practise 
the whole time, whereas I can’t write 
poems the whole time.” It's a hectoring 


7 have separated 
translation from my 
writing. It has always 
been a kind of sendee' 


tone of voice, a voice accustomed to fight- 
ing its cornet His fiercely disciplined hair 
sweeps straight back from his forehead. 

A skifl? Merely a skill? I query. Had it 
not in fact been a lifelong compulsion? (He 
started translating Holderiin as a school- 
boy, at the age of 16, and has continued to 
revise his own versions overa period of 60 
years ...) And, whatis more, hadn't it held 
him back, and perhaps even frustrated Mm 
as a poet in his own right, the fact that he 
had had all these other voices clamouring 
for attention, and for Ima gina tive space, 
inside his own head? 

“No, not at all,” he insisted. “I have 
separated it entirely from my own writing. 
To me it is, and always has been, a kind of 
service. It may have been a very strong 
psychological need though, as you say - 
which is now less strong than it was when 
I was young. And perhaps that was to do 
with the fact that I myself had been 
t ranslate d from one culture to another ...” 

Suddenly he glances down. 

“Heflopuss ..." He looks up at me again, 
as does the cat “The family call her 
Cinnamon, but I just call her Pussy.” He 
is careful to give that word two quite 
distinct syllables. “I don't give cate names.” 
The cat mildly disturbed -if not affronted 
- by this excess of attention, bolts. 

This month sees the publication of 


Michael Hamburger’s translations of the se- 
lected poems of his old friend Gunter 
Grass - the very last project of this kind, be 
teQs me. When he was younger; he felt that 
he had a kmd of fonfiinring resp onsibility 

fig German literature, to translate it and to 
write about it Not ary more, though. He has 

translated all tht* pnt»ts he wanted to t rans - 
late. Now his mental space is entirely his 
own. I notice an etching by Grass hanging 
on the wall -are those flounders moving in 
profile? They are almost too elusive to iden- 
tify in the dying light of this room. 

What is tire one thing that an these 
German-language writers have in com- 
mon? I ask him. In what exactly does the 
Germarmess of German writing consist? 
He’s completely stumped by the question 
at first He doesn’t want to generalise. He 
taps at the arm of his chair with a thick, 
hanqy fingernail Then finally he begins to 
hazard a guess. 

“Well, they've always been found 
extremely strange by English readers - 
even when they were first (fiscovoed by the 
Coleridge and Wbrdswmrtii generation, and 
then, a little later; by Carlyle. And this 
strangeness hag to do with their intro- 
spedzveness, I think. They were alienated 
from society to a much greater extent 
than th«»fr En glish nnnnterp ar ts And they 
invented, of course, that strange thing 
called the BUdungsroman, which was 
supposed to trace the integration of an 
individual into society - as though society 
and the individual were two entirely 

d i f fe rent thing s , anri ynu had tin make a great 

effort to integrate yourself into it!” He gives 
a q nirfr and harsh faug h “Whereas every- 
body in England always felt themselves to 
be a member of society however much thqr 
may have disliked certain aspects of it, or 
criticised it, or been in revolt against it” 

I wonder how much this applies to 
Michael Hamburger himself? Is he inside 
now-or outside? Perhaps a little of both. 
Perhaps that is part of the challenge -and 
part of the affliction - of bilingualism, and 
of b eing translated as a child. 

Then, our formal discussion over; we 
walk from room to room of this warren of 
a house, so fascinating and so strangely 
beautiful in its decrepitude, dimbing up a 
narrow, dimly lit staircase so that I can in- 
spect the ship’s timbers from which the 
beams of one of the tudor cottages were 
fashioned; staring at the footwide floor- 
boards of a l7tiM5enfairy room. “Oak,” says 
Michael Hamburger; tapping at it with the 
point of his sturdy shoe. “It’s such a 
marvellous wood. It goes on forever.” 
Wood as the final guarantor of cultural 
continuity in a disposable age. 

There are books, books, heaps of 
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Michael Hamburger: Tve been writing my own poems since I was 14 or 15. It’s my main activity* 


envelopes, files of letters, hoe, there, 
everywhere. And, beneath the shelves of 
books, there are sometimes shelves 
of apples. Just look at all this!” he says. 
"Terrible! Terrible!” This can’t be 
quite true though. This rummage of 
things represents a life of thought, argu- 
ment, contention. • 

I ask him about his pattern of work. He’s 
iq) at 7.30am in the winter months, earlier 


still in the summer: If there’s a poem 
underway, he’ll work on it If there’s not, 
it's a matter Of dealing with his voluminous 
correspondence. He writes replies to 
letters on the day that they’re delivered, 
getting them backinto the post-box before 
the postman's had time to empty it 
Was TS Eliot right? I ask him before I 
brush past five or rix stout walking sticks 
on my way out of the door. Is the literary 


life a mug’s game? “I can’t say" he replies. 
“That is actually what it's all about* you can 
never be sure ...” 

Michael Hamburger's translation of 
Gtinter Gross’s * Selected Poems 1956 to 
1993* is published on 15 February by 
Faber, £9.99; Hamburger's ‘Collected 
Poems' was recently published in 
paperback by Anvil Press, £12.95 


ARTS DIARY 

David Lister 


Only connect and all becomes clear 




CALLING ALL actors 
manques: get down to the 
Hampstead Theatre where 
there is a fascinating new 
development which I 
forecast will spread through 
theatres across the land and 
give hope to life’s 
understudies. The theatre, 
which has a strict policy on 
not admitting latecomers 
until a suitable break, is to 
start giving the 
aforementioned latecomers 
a synopsis in the foyer of 
what they have missed. No 
matter what time they 
arrive, a staff member will 
duly give a synopsis up to 
that point. If only this could 
become common practice. It 
is a marvellous opportunity, 
a public audition, a chance 
to play the whole cast. 

“Now, at this point Ewan 
McGregor gives that sexy 
smile to the front stalls, 
rather like this...” Of 
course, it would have taken 
a confident female member 
of staff to precis the first 20 
minutes of Nicole Kidman in 
The Blue Room; a true man 
of the world to summarise 
the latest Irvine Welsh. But 
these are challenges 
understudies should thrive 
on. And if the performance 
in the foyer is good enough, 
with a bar on hand as well, 
why bother to go into the 
auditorium at all? 


THE NORMALLY effiisive 
director of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum is in an 
unusually curmudgeonly 
mood this week, writing in 
the V&A magazine that “the 
press can, and usually will, 
misinterpret everything”. I 
for one shall take his rebuke 
to heart and try not to 
misint erpret in future. I do 
notice that the large news 
section of the magazine 
which goes to the V&A 
Friends foils to mention one 
of the big news stories 
emanating from the V&A in 
recent weeks, the highly 


embarrassing loss of some 
extremely expensive 
Constable sketches. But I 
must beware 

misinterpreting the reasons 
for that It is no doubt due to 
lack of space. 


SIR DENNIS Stevenson has 
provoked a timely debate 
with his remarks that 
modern composers can be 
arrogant and elitist But his 
views have not gone down 
too well with modern 
composers. Stephen 
Montague, who is both 
composer and artistic 
director of the Society for 
the Promotion of New 
Music, has written to the 
redoubtable Sir Dennis, who 
is chairman of Sinfonia 21, 
in the strongest of toms. “I 
am flabbergasted by your 
ignorance of the current 
contemporary music 
scene,” he says, adding. “I 
cannot believe that these 
unpleasant characteristics 
(elitism and arrogance) are 
any more prevalent in the 
composition profession than 
in your business 
community.” Ouch! as they 
say in new music circles. 


IT IS a hazard of working in 
the arts that you begin to 
talk in artspeak: a tongue 
thousands in the country 
now spout like natives 
without realising it This 
column will chart the 
growth of this exciting new 
lan g ua g e. One example 
came this week when Helen 
Carey, who is in charge of 
public art at At-Bristol, the 
new science, nature, art and 
discovery centre being built 
in the Bristol docks, gave a 
presentation on the art that 
will be involved in the 
mil lennium project. Even 
the underground car park 
will be artist-designed, as 
you will see, said Ms Carey, 
when you return “to 

rediscover your car” . 


MONDAY’S ALL-BOULEZ concert by 
the BBC Symphony Orchestra under 
Sir Andrew Davis was originally des- 
tined for the BBC’s studio in Maida 
\fele: a derision suggesting a sad 
loss of conviction. Roger Wight, the 
BBC's new controller of music, in- 
sisted on its transfer to the Festival 
Hall and the five broadcast ofbothtins 
and Wed n esday’s London Sinfodxetta 
programme at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall under George Benjamin. 

Gratifying!? large audiences for 
both concerts provided an appropriate 
rebuttal to the view that few these 
days can be bothered with the more 
fhaiiwiging kinds of new music. The 


also televised on BBC2 late on 
Wednesday night the first time in 
heaven knows bow long that a new- 
music event conceived by the radio- 
based team has influenced the 
television schedules. Perhaps things 
at the BBC realty are looking up 
after aH 

The extended elaborations of 
“Edat/Miiltfoles”, which opened Mon- 
day's programme, seemed far too pro- 
tracted here, where Davis’s relative 
lack of experience in the “traffic- 
cop” kind of direction this score re- 
quires also showed. Yet, while the 
BBC SO is not the orchestra it was 
when Boulez himself was its chief con- 


ic fn faM fhut rtf m fhn #in«4n Cr 


Boulez himself: too busy composing, 
it appears. Wright's own illuminating 
interview with the composer was 


evening gathered momentum. The 
Eighties revision of Ibe earty at times 
almost endearingly e ngaging fait also 
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PIERRE BOULEZ: 

A PORTRAIT 

BBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
RFH. LONDON 

THE FRENCH CONNECTION 

LONDON SINFONIETTA/ 
GEORGE BENJAMIN 
QEH. LONDON 

powerfully multi-faceted, “Le visage 
nuptial” - including splendid vocal 
contributions from Christine Schafer; 
Susan Parry and the women of the 

DDP _11 .. — 1 _ 


chestra - was notable for the control 
of its constant ebb and flow between 
lyrical effusion and volatility. After the 


interval came “cummings ist der 
Dichter” and “Notations I-IV”, the lat- 
ter receiving a scintillating account 

The second half of Wednesday’s 
concert saw the British premiere of 
an already revised version of Boulez’s 
recent “sur Incises” (an incisions). 
Though the combination of three 
each of pianists, harpists and per- 
cussionists is enticing, the alternation 
of basically static and faster types of 
musical material in much deaner con- 
tours, both texturalty and formally, 
could not sustain my interest during 
its now 40-minute span. 

The premfere of Gerard Grisey’s 
“Quatre chantspourfrancbirje seuiT 


old), also 40 minutes long, maife the 
Boulez appear lightweight A “musi- 
cal meditation on death”, this sets four 


fragmentary texts - from modern 
French, Ancient Egyptian, Greek and 
Mesopotamian sources - for soprano 
(Valdine Anderson, intense and cap- 
tivatingty lyrical) and an unusual en- 
semble of 16 players. Linking these 
extended, repetitive settings with the 
rapt rustlings of percussion, Grisev 
weaves an, at times, almost unbear- 
ably moving course through his 
mostly desolate texts. 

Despite the more diatonic oscilla- 
tions of the concluding lullaby, the 
work nevertheless cannot ultimately 
bring much consolation. The com- 
poser’s own death shortly after com- 
pleting it must not be 
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hear his music in Britain than we had 
when he was alive. 

Keith Potter 


A light touch 


Smoke without fire 


NORTHERN BROADSIDES 
sean more and more at home 
in their Halifax base. The 
players wait for us in the mill 
undercroft whose cavernous 
spaces they render surpris- 
ingly warm and intimate. 
When we are settled they 
launch into an a cappella ver- 
sion of “O mistress mine”: the 
good life indeed. 

The show ends with its 
reprise, poignant as an em- 
brace thrown about a play 
with the plight of castaways 
at its heart There are the 
shipwrecked twins, Viola and 
Sebastian, but the sponging 
SfrlbbyschemingtokeepSir 
Andrew from going home, is 
forever in danger of being put 
out of doors. Paste's myste- 
rious comings and goings 
suggest ins insecurity ami 
this production’s final image 
shows Olivia’s door shut 
against him. Matvolio, whose 
vocation is to keep an orders 
iy house, ends up in a dark 
hutch as a result of his over- 
weening desire to be master 
of it Even Orsino and Olivia 


theatre 

TWELFTH NIGHT 

THE VIADUCT, HALIFAX 

are emotionally rootless. So 
when the decorations come 
down there is a starkness 
about Tioelfth Night But its 
beauty lies, of course, in the 
exact degree to which it is 
glimpsed through the pre- 
vailing lightsomeness. There 
is a perfect such moment 
here when Paul Besterman’s 
Feste sings the heart-stop- 
ping “What’s to come is still 
unsure... Vbuth’s a stuff will 
not endure” to Sir Toby and 
Sir Andrew, who sit glistening 
with the effort of concentra- 
tion so recognisable in senti- 
mental drunks. The different 
vrins are visible, too, in the su- 
perb scenes between Helen 
Sbeals’s Olivia and Julie 
Iivesey’s Viola. At first pallid 
with cultivated grief, the tiny 
Shfials zooms into coquet- 
tish sexiness as she encoun- 
ters the disguised Viola’s 
urgency. In turn Livesey is 


comically and touchingly 
amused and delighted to dis- 
cover tins evidence of her sex- 
ual power 

Surprisingly it is the play’s 
darkest patch, where the 
gulling of Malvdio goes be- 
yond ajoke, that carries least 
force. Barrie Ratter’s pat- 
terned cardigan shows us the 
kind of stickler he is aiming fix; 
but he always seems as 
though he can take ajoke, so 
the eventual cruelty of his 
baj£iz£ laris pain. The balance 
between him and Joshua 
Richards’s Sr Toby and John 
Gully’s brilliantly credible Sir 
Andrew has to be a fine one; 
here the weight is too much in 
favour of this two-man barmy 
army. Together with last aut- 
umn's brilliant Samson Agon- 
istes, Rutter’s production 
shows how inventive and ver- 
satile Northern Broadsides 
has become. 

JEFFREY WAINWRIGHT 

The Viaduct, Dean Clough, 
Halifax until 6 February, 
01422 369704 ; then touring 


FLAMENCO HAS an allure for 
British audiences that morris 
dancing evidently lacks. We 
love fla men co insatiably- and 
therefore the Peacock Theatre 
loves it too. With flamenco it 
hopes to plug the hole in the fin- 
ances of its sister theatre 
Sadler’s Wells, where not even 
sold-out bouses could balance 
the cost of bringing the Frank- 
fort Ballet and Pine Bauseh's 
Wuppertal ensemble. 

So here we have, for a block- 
busting four weeks, the Paco 
Plena flamenco Dance Com- 
pany, back with a new show, 
Musa Gitana. These days it 
has almost become the norm 
for theatre flamenco to incor- 
porate a story or theme, and 
Musa Gitana invokes the life 
and work of the Andalusian 
painter Julio Romero de Tor- 
res. It is an attractive idea to 
project his paintings on stage 
and show film of the mosque 
and streets of Cordoba, where 
he lived at the turn of the cen- 
tury His art portrayed leisured 
society on the one hand and 
Gypsy low life on the Other. 


Dance 

PACO PENA FLAMENCO 
DANCE COMPANY 

PEACOCK THEATRE 
LONDON 


From this, Pena and Peter 
B unyard have attempted to 

string some kind of scenario to- 
gether abort a <»nfficting dual- 
ity about the Gypsy as the 
Muse or Musa (CedEa Gomez) 
and her opposite, the elegant 
Dama (Mayte Bajo). 

The narrative is tenuous 
and h a ph a z a r dly presented. 
The long scene depicting an 
Easter procession makes 
sense only if you know it 
echoes a painting not shown 
during the performance. The 
Muse is ultimately stabbed fay 
her jealous lovei; yet you could 
not tell this without reading the 
painter’s biography in the pro- 
gramme beforehand. The com- 
pany’s leading male dancer, 
Angel Munoz, represents the 
painter; but I haven't the 

faintest idea who the two others 


men are, black cloaks and all. 

Better perhaps to concen- 
trate on the music and dance. 
Together they mirror Tbr-res's 
two sides by alternating the 
desolate wafl of flamenco with 
Ramon Medina's gentle mod* 
era folk songs. The nine 
dancers expand flamenco's 

percussive rhythms and rear- 
ing postures with freer, broad- 
er shapes. In Mayte Bqjo’s 

solos these cross into ballet, as 

she unravels a series of turns, 
her bias-cut evening dress flut- 
tejng. Angel Mufioz looks as 
S 7 r ~ m § 3a on his previous 
visit, black Assyrian curls and 
eagle profile intact,. 

So why doesn't the air 
crackle with excitement? Be- 
cause Javier Latorre’s choreo- 
graphy rations flamboyant 
virtuosity and prefers a finut- 
y»nded lyricism. Musa Gitana 
is m the image of Pefia. whose 
own muted stage presence is 
the antithesis of theatricality. 

Ifelt I wanted my flamenco 
stanght, with all its infections 
caches of noise and fire. 

Nadine MEANER 
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The Week in Review 


BY FIONA STLJRGES 
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EXCEUJENT GOOD ° K PQQR DEADj[Y 

1 OVERVIEW 

CRITICAL VIEW 

OUR VIEW 

ON VIEW 

■nc t-ILM HIDEOUS Kir 

Kate Winslet embarks on 
a voyage of self-discovery 
as she takes her two small 
daughters to Morocco in 
Gillies MacKinnon's 
adaptation or Esther 
Freud's noveL . • 

“About as substantial as a joss stick,” ' episodic incidents show zest, they rarely 

quipped Anthony Quinn, adding, “tiie film Rise Into something more substantial." 
keeps setting up potential narrative lines observed Uncut. "A movie of considerable 

and abandons them just as they threaten. subtlety and intelligence," gushed Time 

to become interesting." “Hippy nostalgia. . Out, continuing, ‘it's a perceptive look at 
stronger on scenery than story," decided love, responsibility and conflicting needs, 

the Daily Mail, while The Guardian Found it Spot on," % small marvel." cried The Times. 
“likeable but lightweight". "While the ' “Charming.’ revealed EUe. 

More a series of snapshots 
than serious drama. Gillies 
Mackinnon’s picture proves 
insubstantial. But there are fine 

performances from - 

the two children and 9. 

some dazzling 

Moroccan scenery. % [ 

Hideous Kinky is on 
general release, 
certificate 15. 

99 minutes 


David Btndey choreographs 
the Birmingham Royal 
■ Bailee ac Sacflefs lAfeOs 
. m a performance based 
on Christopher Mar!owe!s 
<hrk cafe of homosexuality 
and the struggle for power: 


"It has been a long time coming to London, 
but it. was worth the wait," revealed Nadine 
Meaner "The action sweeps you up in its 
headlong rush Dte a tautiy plotted thriller, 
even if ic is at the expense of choreographfcal 
subtlety" “Fine, imaginative costumes from 
Jasper Conran complement Peter J Davison's : 
sleek, yet monolithic settings.” declared Time 


Out. "Brinkley has made a tremendous 
work... powerful, mature, choreographicalty 
well-wrought." exclaimed the DaSy Telegraph. 
"Kndey at his most expressive," reported the 
Financial Times. ‘These is much posturing in 
the choreography [and] some of the blunt- 
ness of the writing borders on the kitsch." 
demurred The Times. 


Sensational sec-pieces by Bindey 
are given tremendous support 
by his company Conran's cos- 
tumes provide an authentic air 
of sado-masochism 
while McCabe's score 
reinforces Che drama's 
every twist. 


h 


Tonight’s is the last 
performance of 
Edward II. 

For bookings, 
cat! 0171-863 8000 


THE EXHIBITION ANDREAS GURSKY 


Digi tally-manipulated 
cityscapes, airports and 
alpine valleys are among 
the Images on show in an 
exhibition by the German 
photographer; Andreas 
Gursky. 


*5 ^ 


“Gursky's pictures aren't trying to pass them- 
selves off as normal photos. They’re trying to 
be super-photos, pictures that, through arti- 
fice. are excessively good at being the things 
a normal photo might wish to be," notecTfom 
Lubbock. The beauty of these images is tem- 
pered by a pervading bleakness," decided 
72me Our. "Gursky shows how the camera's 


ever-expanding resources can convey a vision 
as unsettling and eloquent as any to be found 
in the art of our time," trilled The Times. 
while the Boning Standard found: "in spite 
of being so thoroughly staged and 
processed, Gursky's images look 
unquestionably real." "More like abstract 
paintings." muttered the Sunday Times. 


While the abstraction of 
Gursky's images border on the 
painterly, the discernible 
artifice of his digital 
manipulations are at 
once unnerving and 
compelling, bleak 
and beautiful. 


if 


Andreas Gursky is at 
the Serpentine Gallery 
until 7 March. For 
bookings and 
enquiries, call 
0171-402 6075 


THE TV PROGRAMME sex and the city 


Sarah Jes^ta Rarker stars 
in Ci’s latest import, Sex 
arid the City, a new series 
that follows die fortunes 
ofa^group of New Ybrk 
professionals intheir quest 
for a satisfactory sex life. 


THE BOOK ALL IN THE MIND: A FAREWELL TO GOD 


Ludovic Kennedy . 
examines the history 
of faith and argues 
that God is a fictional 
character in his latest 
book All in the Mind: ; 
A Farewell to Gal. 



"Underneath the modem exterior, its view 
of sexual relationships seems dreadfully old- 
fashioned. Boiled down: it’s a sex war. with 
women looking for Mr Right arid men for - 
anything they can get away with." observed 
Robert Hanks. “Wretchedly thin water... 
Unfoflective reportage that teaches us . 
nothing," reported the Evening Standard. 


“There can never have been a more cynical 
TV show." bleated the Daily Mail, though 
The Tunes disagreed, noting "a sheen of 
intelligent sophistication that so many 
British comedies lack". "Busy and 
entertaining as a weekend in Manhattan." 
remarked The Guardian. "One-dimensional 
characterisation," snarled Time Out. 


The series is only interested in 
the sexual mores of the rich, 
glamorous and thin, offering 
banal insight into the human 
condition. As 
conservative as a 
night in with 
Terry and June. 


>cf 


The next episode of 
Sex and the City can 
be seen on 
Wednesday 10 
February at 1 0.30pm, 
on Channel 4 



"Kennedy's book is not an opeh-minded . 
exploration of the role of 2.000 years of 
European faith; rather it is a vituperative - 
polemic against the very business of belief," 
wrote Paul Yallety “It is not a work of . 
philosophy, but the product of great 
experience and reflection." opined The 
' Sunday Telegraph i. "Perhaps some wavering 


theists vyiU find Kennedy's voice of urbane 
fatuity just the call they were waiting for to 
join the A-team," remarked the Evening 
Standard. “Blessings on his atheist soul, 
Ludo points out that being a non-believer 
does not make you a bad person.” said the 
Daily Record, while The Daily Telegraph 
uncovered "a' pervasive sprinkling of errors". 


Kennedy gathers a catalogue 
of Christianity’s inconsistencies 
and conveys his (dis)belief like 
a true preacher, but 
his proselytising 
tone makes it hard 
to take the book 
seriously. 


jA 


AU in the Mind: 

A Farewell to God by 
Ludovic Kennedy 
(Hodder & Stoughton) 
is now available in 
bookshops 




Exit poll 

VISUAL ARTS 

PATRICK CAULFIELD 

HAYWARD GALLERY 
LONDON 

GEORGE 
STUART 
MCLAREN 

SO. retired. London 
“It's a fantastic 
exhibition. I was 
particularly 
interested in why 
the lighting is so 
dull when they 
are such bright pictures, it is like 
showing pop art in a dim light. 
Perhaps it's to make us take moro 
meditation over the paintings. ' 

MADELINE 
CHURCHILL 

IB, student, 

Swansea 

"It was good to 
see his work over 
time. I admire the 
use of colour 
blocks, the 
balance between 
reality and abstract, tt struck me 
how die shapes are sculpted by 
monotonous black lines, and it a os 
If they ara coming out from within 
the colour. You are tempted to go 
dose to the paintings, but you also 
have to stand at a distance lo get 
tho whole illusion." 

MATT 
JOHNSON 

26 , illustrator. 

London 

“1 really loved it, 
especially the 
Seventies' period; 
the patterns, the 
textures and the 
walipaper-cffect. 

One thing that struck me is the 
influence of Juan Gris, the Spanish 
cubist painter, which came and 
wcnL It Is quite strong in the 
Seventies, particularly the way the 
pointings divide in to columns. It is 
a very graphic, powerful and 
unusual exhibition.'' 

NATSUMI 
tNOKUCHI 

34, student London 
'I was surprised lo 
see English art 
using such 
modem colours. It 
was interesting on 
so many levels; 
how it incorporates architecture, 
interiors, and is very scenic. And it 
seems rigid, but if you look 
closely there are very effective 
tweaks in the lines." 




A potholer’s guide to time and space 


THE VENUE for so many prosaic sce- 
narios (bodies hurled under trains, 
bomb-scares, the malodorous inti- 
macies of the rush-hour), the Landohi 
Underground has also haunted the : 
imagination of poets. Both TS Ehot f 
in Four Quartets and Derek Walcott 
in his stage version of The Odyssey 
have used the Underground as an 
analogue of the classical Under- 
world. But then again, you 
don’t need to be a genius to feel that 
this location offers a pretty graphic 
sneak preview of hell 

Now, though, if you descend 30 
metres below The Strand to the 
murky, labyrinthine innards of a dis- 
used tube station, you will find that the 
Underground has been comman- 
deered for somewhat less gloomy 
reflections. A collaboration between 


the writer; John Berger; and Theatre 
de Compbcite riirftrtnr, Simon McBur- 
ney The Vertical Line takes you an an 
.imaginary journey backwards in time, 
anddownwardsinspsc^totheChau- 
v^csveinFVaDce.It<»ashere.ml9ffi, 
that paintings of animals were dis- 
covered which, dating back 32,000 
years, constitute the oldest man-made 
images yet found. 

A spooky combination of intrepid 
potholing and reverberating medita- 
tions on time and art, this powerful 
experience aims to make us feel the 
force of the past's immensity. A typ- 
ical observation is that as we travel 
backwards, the units for measuring 
time grow larger and larger; just as, 
in the opposite direction, units of 
money burgeon through inflation. 
The evening begins with saturation 


Theatre 

THE VERTICAL LINE 
ALDWYCH STATION 
LONDON 

bombardments by televisual images 
and ends in a tunnel of palpably 
dense darkness where we join in the 
attempt to recapture what it must 
have been tike to break the vacuum 
seal on these ur-paintings, momen- 
tously collapsing the concepts of 
“then" and “now". 

In between, chivvied by London 
Transport safety staff understandably 
keen that no one breaks their neck, 
the journey takes in a huge circular 
shaft where spectral images of 
Berger lecturing on the astonishing- 
ly ageless Egyptian funerary portraits 


from Rayum are projected on the 
bleak waH It also includes a se- 
quence where you lie on a line of 

maliTBSSfts nn a ftofinyt platform , Kkp 

figures in a Henry Moore evocation 
of the Blitz, and look up at lonely 
doudscapes which are shifting across 
the barrel-vaulting while Berger; 
aping the tones of a foreign corre- 
spondent offers a front-line report on 
Corsica 3.000BC. 

Alongside the attempt to deepen 
our sense of historical duration and 
of the continuity between the unimag- 
inably distant past and the present 
tense of this event the main philo- 
sophical point would seem to be that 
it is naive to call the art of the cave 
painters “primitive”. “The need to 
make images did not precede the tal- 
ent for doing so,” declares Bergen Al- 


lied to this assertion is the more ob- 
scure notion that what gives 
the Fhyum portraits and the animal 
p aintings their special time-tran- 
scending power is that the normal 
direction of looking was reversed 
It was the artists who submitted 
to being looked at by their subjects 
and so, by some hazy peculiar logic, 
the pictures are like self-portraits. An 
idea perhaps not so much half-baked 
as over-baked 

All five remaining shows are, 
alas, sold out, but the curious can fol- 
low the proceedings live on the In- 
ternet at wwwjnterdly.demon.cauk. 
A piquant conjunction of the andent 
and modern. 

Paul taylor 
A version of this review appeared in 
later editions of yesterday's paper 



Down the tube: The Vertical Line' 


Geraint Leicis 


Sundance rides into the sunset 


ID YOU go to the festival thisyear? 
u should have." This was this 
ek's New York independent film- 
ikers' mantra. The festival was the 
ndance Film FtestivaL so far from 
fse film-makers' homes in Brooklyn 
i downtown Manhattan. Ever since 
servoir Dogs, Robert Redford’s 
sanding, deal-crazy Utah film 
irket has been under attack for 
ximinga celluloid bazaar. Redford’s 
igv cradle of “indie" film is now a 
Uywood-on-skis.They call it the 
tines of the Wbst I’ve always stayed 
home, though, and I i magin e that 
ndance is like Prague now. 
Thisyear, Bedford turned permis- 
e parent, both blaming the media 
the festival's corrosion and saying 
would tolerate the event as long as 
ias good for the film-makers. The 
; film was Happy. Texas il999’s 
es alone are cliches of American 
lependent film: Twin Tolls, Idaho 


- My Own Private Turin Peaks - and 
Happy, Texas - Paris, Texas meets 
Happiness ). A major New York critic 
tells me that Happy, Tfercs is “sucky”, 
but the film still reaped $2.5m from 
Miramax. 

Nonetheless, this week critics and 
distributors and producers defended 
tiie fest They've reconciled them- 
selves to the fact that independent 
films are just commercial films with 
denser scripts and characters. 
They’ve put to rest that nagging 
sense of betrayal when so many of 
these films turn out to be flops. 

These festivatgoerstefl me that we 
should appreciate this event for its 
new directors, that we have Sundance 
to thank for finding Tbrantmo, and 
Boogie Nights's Paul Thomas 
Anderson and Stacker's Richard 
Linldatec 

But was it Sundance’s boozy 
bonhomie and the seductions of the 


NEW YORK 
DIARY 



alissa Quart 


hir ari enter taine rs Duncan Sheik and 
The Violent Femmes that made 
attenders praise the prizewinner Judy 
Berlm, a film about suburban melan- 
choly, that from all descriptions 
sounds tedious and lardy? And is the 
new Stephen Dorff, Steve Zahn, such 


a great find? Last week, Iwas at home 
in New York so I missed the Sundance 
hot ticket, a doc about a porn star/col- 
lege student who sleeps with 251 
men in 10 hours, Ser The Annabel 
Chong Story. (Annabel Chong’s pub- 
licist had to say sflfy things all festi- 
val like “Tickets to Sex?” She calls 
the film's star “an overachiever".) Per- 
haps the film’s star had escaped from 
this year's new counter-Sundance 
Festival. Lap Dance, a porno film fes- 
tival in Utah, like Slam Dance and the 
now deftinct Slum Dance. 

Suzanne Fedak, an indie film 
promoter, says she wanted to go to 
Lap Dance when she was at Sun- 
dance, but instead she was busy 
getting blessed by Native Americans. 
Then she danced to DJ Spooky. New 
York after Sundance she calls “post- 
coital”. “Ybu should go next year;" she 
murmurs. 

Owen Gleiberman, film critic, has 


one complaint, that the festival was 
“overrun with anonymous hangers- 
on” He then says: “That's not to say 
that hangers-on don't belong there " 
Do those hangers-on, pressing into 
lighted Utah ski cottages aflutter 
with Afflecks (Casey and Ben), watch- 
ing a film about the Beats and then 
listening as the film’s director praised 
the Beats for bringing blue jeans to the 
work place - belong? If not, why not? 
I am lold that a mark of a non-hanger- 
on at Sundance is screaming amounts 

of money into one's cellular. One 
producer was caught in the aisles of 
a Park City supermarket - unaware 
that the film - mak er on the receiving 
end was talking on his cellular phone 
in the aisle next to him. Maybe next 
year I’ll go to Sundance and be 
appalled by the stillbirth of indepen- 
dent film, rn a u teur/m essiah-wa tch, 
only to return to New York with a long 
list of the year's worst “buzz" films. 


ENZY of execution mania 
it across Britain a week ago 
ie anniversary of Charles I s 
e beheading in Whitehall His 
v-bearded Majesty was given 
hop on 30 January 1649, but 
ears later it seems that some 
le are still prepared to draw 
ds over the matter. There 
talk of "high crimes and 
emeanours and much blood 
e ibday programme (Radio 
turday' as the latter-day 
idhead Jack Emery got 



9 Uliuvuwiivu © 

Jolm Humphrys he got 
into the Royalists, at the 
time taking the opportunity 
ct ex-president Pinochet of 
and also demand the 
on of the House of Lords, 
was no question for Mr 
l’ that the execution was 


justified; the only problem was 
howto make the charges stick. 
“We had to put together the 
machinery by which Chari es could 
be tried,” he declared at one point 
during the discussion. By “we”, of 
course, he meant Cromwell and 
the Republicans, but it was an 
interesting slip. Shame he had to 
mi gs the trial really. He’d probably 
have enjoyed being there. 

Instead he contented himself by 
writing Justice or Murder: The 
Death of Charles I (Radio 4, 
Saturday), a 90-minute drama 
documentary in which some of the 
great events of those times were 
reconstructed. We heard the 
radical Colonel Raifiborow (Brian 
Glover) haranguing the army 
leaders in the Putney Debates, 
and the hi gh, whining tones of Dr 
Hugh Peters (Anton Lesser) as he 
encouraged the r eg icides from his 


The Week 
in Radio 



Magnus mills 


pulpit In January 1649 the king 
sat at his trial in Westminster Hall 
as Judge Bradshaw, Solicitor Cook 
and Cromwell himself began 
proceedings against him. There 
were some fine moments as 
Charles (John Rowe) refused to 
recognise the court and reminded 


them with quiet certainty that: “1 
am your King.” 

This was the main flaw in the 
prosecution's case. Yet there's 
something else that people tend to 
forget about Charles Stuart He 
may have been a tyrant traitor; 
murderer and public enemy (the 
charge that finally did for him), 
but he was without a doubt much 
more interesting than most other 
monarchs, and for that deserves 
at least a nod of recognition. By all 
accounts his personal conduct on 
the scaffold was exemplary. 
Drowned out by the beating of 
army drummers, be tried to make 
a final address to those near him, 
but few heard. Then, after asking 
if the block could be higher (it 
couldn’t), he went to meet his 
maker. Even when heard on the 
radio, the blow of the axe was not 
for the squeamish. 


Until only last week the penalty 
for treason remained death. As 
Marcel Berlins pointed out during 
Law in Action (Sunday, Radio 4), 
there still exists a set of gallows 
still in full working order, but 
when Jack Straw signed the Sixth 
Protocol of the European Human 
Rights Convention the death 
penalty was at last abolished. 

Unfortunately things were 
different in the 17th century. After 
the fall of the republic, Charles n 
was restored to the throne and 
reprisals soon began. Solicitor 
Cook saw himself as a “good 
Commonwealth man” but this 
didn't save him from being 
hanged, drawn and quartered. 
Neither was Hugh Peters spared 

“His execution was very 
popular;” remarked a 
contemporary. “It delighted 
the crowds." 


WIN FOUR 
NIGHTS IN 
NEW YORK 


UK Arena, BBC/Flextech's cable and digital channel is the UK's 
premier arts entertainment channeLTonighc (Sat 6 Feb), it is 
showing a night dedicated to stories from the Big Apple. 

Called New York Night, the night kicks off at 6pm with a look 
at the life and work of one of the greatest composers of the 
20th Century - LEONARD BERNSTEIN. Next up - take a look 
at the brilliant and eccentric world of the CHELSEA HOTEL 
in this classic documentary at 7pm. Footage from late 70's New 
York music scene follows with DANCING IN THE S T R E ET 
at 8pm, whilst you can glimpse the vibrancy of New York life 
in a series of short films at 9pm - NYC POSTCARDS The 
highly acclaimed film STONEWALL follows at 10pm and the 
night wraps up at 12pm with a story of the gla mour and 
excess of the New York club scene - PARTY MONSTER. 

To celebrate the presentation of New York Night, we are 
offering a lucky reader and a friend the opportunity to win a 
four night holiday in New York at the four star Franklin 
Hotel on East 87th Street Return flights are with British 
Airways departing from Heathrow on Thursday 18 March 
returning on Monday 22 March. All you have to do is to dial 
toe number below, answer toe following question on the 
line and leave your name, address and a daytime 
telephone number. 

Q: Which famous statue is 
located in New York? 

CALL: 0906 470 0930 
ARENA 


UK 


Cafe ewtGOp per Mute and amid last no bngei than mo rriranea. Wbmas 

w* be pichad & random after the lines dosa a midnight on T2 February 199 a 
Tha prize fc aiaject to auafabfty and must be taken on tt* dates ottered. The 
prtaa Is not transferabto and no Cash alternative can be offered Winners wfl be 
reapon&te for ther own passports, transfers, hswance and expenses. Normal 
Independent rets apply. The Bettor's decision ts frtf. 
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The liberation of Lolita 

Emily Prager proves that the best, and deadliest, things come in small packages. By John Walsh 
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hou gh her new novel and her 
f ■ 1 collected journalism are pub- 

■ lished on Monday, Emily 

H Prager's launch party was 

Ih held last week at the Random 

-A- House offices in Va uxha l l 
Bridge Road, near Victoria Station in cen- 
tral London. This unpromising location 
turns out to hold tender memories; “I fived 
in this road when I was 19,” she says, “with 
my English boyfriend and his room-mate, 
who were both Old Etonians- They used to 
go shootin g and there'd be these dead 
pheasants h an gin g on every doorknob." 

Emily Prager was 19 at the time, in 1968, 
and in the throes of sexual liberation at col- 
lege. Some way after the feminist meltdown 
of the Mfllett-Greer-Stemem years, she 
made a considerable stir in 1984 with her 
first collection of stories, A Visit From the 
Footbtnder. It announced a talent for black 
humour elegantly combined with gender 
malevolence. “The Lincoln-Pruitt Anti- 
Rape Device" watched the progress of the 
all-female, shaven-headed Fbxy Fire pla- 
toon as they are dropped over Vietnam 
dressed as nuns and fitted internally with 
a penis-shredding implement; the title 
story was a brilliant study in subtle horror 
as a Chinese girl called Pleasure Mouse 
waits for the arrival of the man who wiD 
crush her feet into tiny cones to accom- 
modate the tastes of rich Chinese men. 

Prager spent three years of her child- 
hood in Taiwan, living with her Air Fbrce 
father after her parents’ divorce, and 
there’s an Oriental precision about her 
work. She deals in clever miniatures. Her 
prose is clipped- Her descriptions of peo- 
ple come encased in pithy details OT met 
Bob Gucrione once and Pve been to the 
Hefner mansion. What intrigued me was 
the amount of Ibdor furnishing they had 
- the Tudor aspect of rich men”). 

Her happiest medium is the 800-word 
essay. Some of her dever three-page pieces 
about daily life in Manhattan for the Nieto 
York Observer she describes as "little 
novels”. And she is a decidedly m^norme 
figure herself, sitting in a leather chair at 
the Gore Hotel, Kensington, a slight, feline, 
pale-blue-eyed doll in spotty tights, with a 
very determined chin. 

“In a way China is my motherland,” she 
says. “The people really cared for me 
when 1 was separated from my mother It 
was beautiful, although I lived in a street 
with open sewers and at the end of it were 
little children in terrible poverty and dis- 
tress. But I understood the place. When I 
went back in 1979, 1 knew what everyone 
was talking about, without unders tanding 
the language. It's no accident that my child 
is Chinese." Lulu Prager is also a minia- 
ture, a late arrival in the author’s fife, now 
four and a half and at school in Chinatown. 

Chinese designs, children, toys and a tiny 
gun feature in her new work, Roger Fishr 
bite (Chatto & Windus, £10), which tells a 
Lolita-like tale of child abuse and abduc- 
tion, but from a positive, wised-up 12-year- 
oldTs point of view. In this recasting of 
Nabokov’s study of forbidden lust, Lucky 
Lady Linderhof is no amoral nymphet, but 
a serious and thoughtful kid, quick to spot 
signs of dodgy adult libido; she swings be- 
tween love and need for her fishy stepfa- 
ther as they take to the road, and winds up 
demonstrating against sex tourism outside 
the Japanese Embassy and looking for re- 
venge with a pearl-handled shoo tec 

Prager bridled at ray suggestion that the 
first half of her book amounts to 100 pages 



EMILY PRAGER, A BIOGRAPHY 


Emily Prager was born in 1949 and 
brought up in Texas, the Ear East 
and New York’s Greenwich Village. 
Her columns have appeared, since 
1974, in Notional Lampoon. 


Penthouse , the New York Observer 
and the New York Times. Her first 
collection of short stories, A Visit 
from the Fbotbinder, was published to 
critical acclaim in 1984. and was 


followed by Eve's Tattoo and Clea 
and Zeus Divorce. She currently 
writes humour and TV criticism for 
the Village Voice and lives in New 
York with her daughter. Lulu. 


of foreplay. “I was trying to show that chil- 
dren are sexy in a way, that they are sex- 
ual brings - it only took my daughter one 
watching of the Spice Girls before she was 
saying, ’Would you do my hair like this?’, 
and ‘Can I have my skirt tighter?’, and un- 
dulating around the apartment But it’s an 
adult’s responsibility not to act on it There 
was no attempt to titillate. And I had no in- 
terest in comparing myself to Nabokov. I'm 


interested in what Lolita has become - the 
idea of The Child That Seduces. Lolita was 
12 . Even if a child hormones r unning 

through its body even if it’s coming on- 
gangbusters to someone, my contention is 
that they don’t know what they’re doing.” 
Running through the novel are three 
strands of real-life moral contention. Lucky 
is fascinated Immoral talk shows (the kind 
fronted by Ridd Lake and Jerry Springer; 


featuring sex-change revelations, two-tim- 
ing boyfriends and near-mandatory fist- 
fights between participants) and dreams of 
starring on one herself. “They started as 
freak shows,” says Prager; “then they got 
kinds interesting with Oprah, and now 
tbeyfre vfle, dark, murderous, horrible ex- 
hibitionism. I draft know where they get the 
people on these shows.” She is, she says, 
surrounded by stories of child abuse and 


it frightens her for her child. Did she 

I blame the donate of baby beauty contests 

g and pubescent popsters? “I don't think you 

■g can," she said. “It goes right back to Lewis 

S Carroll, even though he’s been exonerat- 
ed now - thou gh not for me. Most Ameri- 
cans are terrified of strangers grabbing 
their chfidrcsi in the street one day. But the 
majority of child kidnappings are by P-U" - 
ents in custody battles." 

T ifap t a irity and the rest of America, she 
H«< watched the investigation of the mur- 
der of JonBenet Ramsay the tiny beauty 
queen. In a nice moment of throwaway so- 
phistication, Lucky reflects that none of the 
girls in her class thought JonBenet’s lather 

could have killed her - being familiar with 

the habits of bflBcnair e stepfathers, they as- 
sumed he would have been too busy to be 
available for murder. 

AH Emily Prager’s responses to ques- 
tions about her book are practical, non-lit- 
erary one s, grounded in the real world. 
Though a stylish writer; she's more inter- 
ested in ideas and paradoxes than the plea- 
sure of the text The 700-odd pages of 
jou rnalism, coll ec ted under the title In the 
Missionary Position (Vintage. £8.99), dfis- 
play her talent for conceptual fireworks: 
they’re pungent littie satires <m masculinity 
tough love ("How to TeU If \bur Girlfriend 
Is Dying Dining Rough Sex”), gung-ho pol- 
itics, national paranoia, serial feds like the 
Safe-T-Man plastic doll (“tricks people into 
thinking you have the protection of a male 
guardian”) - and President Clinton, about 
whom she is rather sweetly protective. 

“It’s interesting he’s done aB these 
things that should tumyou against him, yet 
somehow... American women like this guy 
because they know he likes women. They 
Imowbecansehedoesn'tchooseantybeau- 
tifid women to go after Looks aren’t the onty 
thing he’s foirikmg about" But didn’t that 
just mean he was sexualtyindiscrinimate? 
“Idotftthin kw o m cu think of it that way Cfin- 
tondkkft behave Hfae a Southern gentleman, 
but he was no Gary Hart. Hetfid have a real 
crush on Monica. He’d call her 11 times a 
day and leave messages on her voicemafi. 
I mean, how naive can you be? But these 
are little details women pick up.” 

She is very fimqy about the idiocy of the 
male libido - the way for instance, she no- 
ticed men talking directly to her breasts 
when pregnancy made her bosom larger 
-and her early days acting in an American 
soap opera called On the Edge of Night in 
which, “I was always being kidnapped - 
usually by the same acton” 

A very charming and self-assured social 
commentator is Ms Prager It’s only well 
into the interview that you discover two key 
things about her One, that her mother died 
only last week and that, for all their long 
separation, she turns up in all Emily 
Prager’s books. TWo, that everything she 
writes is autobiographical - that Lucky the 
abducted 12-year-old, is a junior version of 
herself, and the dreamy, alcoholic mother 
is a portrait from life. 

Her mother was, it seems, sent on the 
stage agedeight to support her family after 
her father died, an appropriation of child- 
hood that Prager talks about with a snarL 
Suddenly, her mother and Lucky, and Jon- 
Benet Ramsey and Lulu Pragez; aB seemed 
to become her children, wrapped togeth- 
er m her wary maternrienforace, warding 
off the marauders, the paedophiles, the TV 
freaks, the chilly world of abused kids. In 
fiction or outside it, Emily Prager has found 
her metier at last 
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SLIGHT EMBARRASSMENT at this 
week’s WH Smith soiree to 
celebrate the shortlist for their 
4lst Literary Award. With Beryl 
Bainbridge confined with pleurisy 
Alan Bennett poorly, and Julian 
Barnes and Will Boyd AWOL. it 
was left to Antony Bcew and 
Hilar y Spurting to carry the flag. 
Sadly neither Beevor's 
Stalingrad nor Spurting 's The 
Unknown Matisse is available to 
shoppers at WHS. except for 
those lucky enough to be able to 
visit its Sloane Square branch. No 
one even seemed sure whether 
the shortlisting would change the 
situation. Meanwhile. Hatchards 
alone has sold over 1,000 copies of 
Stalingrad while Beevor's tiny- 
local bookshop. Nomad of Ftilham, 
has sold 100. Swan wonder that 
many people don’t consider WHS 
a bookshop, although chairman 
Jeremy Hardie this week snid he 
wanted the chain to be seen as “a 
seller of serious books". But not a 
serious seller of books. 


THE BRITISH Book Awards 
produced some popular winners 
on Thursday. Inevitably. Ted 
Hughes's Birthday betters was 
named Book of the Yean Author of 
the Year was a recovered Beryl 
Bainbridge, who received a 
standing oration for a speech she 
said was “written for last year's 
Booker". JK Rowling and 
Raymond Briggs also had their 
moments of triumph. There were 
p uzzling moments, however Ned 
Sherrin. introducing Sir Tim Rico, 
called him “the greatest lyricist of 
his generation". Discuss. 


SEVERAL PUBLISHING folk have 
written memoirs but while 
posterity is assured by the one 
copy in the British Library; they 
do not even reach bestseller lists 
in remainder bookshops. Now. the 
National Life Story' Collection at 
the BLs National Sound Archive 
has embarked on a major oral 
history project Book Trade Live. 
They must pick folk with lively 
minds and long memories so that 
what emerges is a red-blooded 
account of fear and loathing in 
Bloomsbury, detailing who fired, 
and who slept with. whom. 


THE CITY of London is keen to 
dispel the notion that the closest 
its workers come to reading 
anything creative is a set of 
accounts. Businesses, including 
accountants KPMG. have joined 
forces with the Poetry Society to 
launch Poet in the City. The 
scheme, part of the National Year 
of Reading, aims to raise the 
interest rate in poetry and 
develop links between business 
and schools. John Mole, the first 
o ffici a l poet of the City; takes up 
his post later this month; he will 
run workshops and “drop-in 
sessions" in schools and offices. 

The literator 
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The missionary imposition 

and At the end of a novel about misguided charity, the finger-wagging starts. 
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1 WE CAME from Bethlehem, 
tor Georgia bearing Betty Crocker 
tin> cake mixes into the jungle." So 
staj begins The Poisonwood Bible, 
the Barbara Kingsolver s brilliant- 
fort ly realised epic of one family's 
mic journey to the heart of dark- 
pair ness. The year is 1959. Nathan 
•spe Price, Southern Baptist preacb- 
sho er, takes his wife and four 
cfaa daughters to the village of E- 
had langa on a mission to convert 
180 foe Congolese to Christianity. A 
1 compelling catastrophe of mu- 
din] tual misunderstanding unfolds, 
yeai Nathan, “Our Father;" is ob- 
estl sessed with baptising an the 
hot! children of foe village in the 
a to river; which, to foe Kflangpins, 
of - * wise to the ways of crocodiles, 
£ signifies death. He plants tnma- 
Atfc toes and Kentucky Wonder 
tbei beans, but fogy cannot be pol- 
ish linated by exotic African bugs, 
and “Jesus is bangalar he cries at 
he foe end of sermons. Bangala 
puti (“most precious") spoken with 
■mi the wrong intonation becomes 
«»■ “poisonwood," the name of a 
fcy tree that confers a deadly itch, 
thd The preacher’s descent into 

psb fanatical madness is narrated 
1 in turn by each of his four 
daughters: five-year-old Ruth 
5e ^j May Leah, who lores her father 
and loves the Kilangans, jive- 
J®® talking Rachel, who misses her 
F™ deodorant and hairspray, and 
m « lame, speechless Adah, who 
atti( discovers that “here, bodily 
^ damage is more or less con- 


Enjoy the story, advises Carol Birch, and skip the lessons 
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The Poisonwood Bible 
by Barbara Kingsolver 

Faber A Faber. £ 10.99. 5A6pp 


saderedtobeaby-produ^offiv- 
ing, not a disgrace". Kingsolver 
gives each her own voice. 
These are rounded, convincing 
portraits; we become totally 
involved with them and their 
untenable p light, as their fa- 
ther’s unsuccessful mission 
lurches from bad to worse and 
foe fenrityfalte foul of almost foe 
entire village, including the 
Chief and, fatelty the ngangaoc, 
in the words of the preacher; 
“what we call a witch doctor”. 

Against the explosive back- 
ground of Congolese indepen- 
dence from Belgium, the 
election and assassination of 
Patrice Lumumba and coming 
to power of foe dictator Mobu- 
tu, the family struggles against 
worms in the flour, poisonous 


snakes, killer aids, illness, star- 
vation and hostile neighbours. 
News seeps in of foe murder of 
missionaries and violence be- 
tween blacks and whites. Time 
to give op, urges foe girls’ 
mother Never; says their father 
Jesus will take care of his own. 

Wfe are heading inexorably 
for tragedy When it comes it is 
desperately moving, an in- 
evitable sacrifice that, like so 
much of the story to this point, 
is symbolic without ever being 
overstated, foe culmination of 
a richly poetic and often har- 
rowingty beautiful saga that 
has not faltered for a moment 

We are now about three- 
quarters of the way through the 
book. If only Kingsolver could 
have left it here, trusting her 
readers to draw their own con- 
clusions. Instead, in a lengthy 
coda, she over-eggs a near per- 
fect pudding by indul ging in 
great swathes of polemic and 
filling her characters’ mouths 
with outraged moralising. 

The points she makes, about 
the horrors of colonialism and 
the obscenity of racism, have 
been made far more effective- 
ly by the substance of what 
went before. Worse, she un- 
dermines them by falling into 
a kind of guilt-induced reverse 
racism which is obsessed with 
skin colour: Thus, Leah hopes 
to “work my skin to darkness," 
and notes hopefully that “time 


erases whiteness altogether”. 

Identifying the race with the 
sin, she concludes that Mobu- 
tu, black yet oppressive, is re- 
alty white: “Only foe face that 
shows is black” Ibis is non- 
sense. It also patronises black 
people, as does her determi- 
nation to justify every injustice 
perpetrated by foe Congolese, 
so that she finds herself mak- 
ing light of female circumcision 
and the killing of twin babies. 

Rachel, whitest and there- 
fore nastiest of the sisters, 
points out that foe King of 
Abomey slaughtered and en- 
slaved neighbouring tribes. 
“So,” replies Leah, with whom 
we are dearly meant to identi- 
ty, “what looks like mass mur- 
der to us is probably 
misinterpreted ritual." 

Kingsolver is a great story- 
teller but she Is no philosopher 
and has a shaky grip on moral 
relativism. “Everything you’re 
sure is right can be wrong in an- 
other place," we are assured, 
yet she believes passionately in 
the absolute wrongness of 
Western imperialism. Leah 
wants to make “something 
right in at least one tiny comer 
of foe vast house of wrongs," to 
give her father "the simple 
human relief ^knowing you've 
done wrong". This is confused 
and contradictory. Read the 
book for the sheer power of the 
story. Skip the lectures. 


A double helping of hype 

Could this be the first book to tell a love story from both points of vi ew 
in turn? Er... Sean French seems to recall that it was done in 1748 


YOU CAN win awards for foe 
best novel of the yean best first 
novel, even best second novel 
but if there were an award for 
the Deal of foe Ifeaq then Come 
Together would win it hands 
down. Josie Lloyd and Emtyn 
Rees, authors of one previous 
novel each, had foe sparky 
notion of writing a novel to- 
gether but separately. ft would 
be a love stray in alternating 
chapters with Lloyd telling it 
frran the girl’s point of view and 
Rees from foe boy’s. 

This is far from being “the 
first novel to tell both sides of 
foe stray” as the blurb puts it 
Samuel Richardson’s master- 
piece, Clarissa, made devas- 
tating use of foe technique in 
foe middle of foe 18th century 
in foe form of letters that 
Clarissa and the rake Lovelace 
write to confidants. 

StiH the structure has a cer- 
tain novelty value and the au- 
thors have been shrewder stilL 
The story is, needless to say, 
boy meets girl, but it’s not just 
any bey and any gal There is 
an apparently insatiable crav- 
ing for Bridget Jones-like and 
Nick Homby-iike books. What 
if you had Bridget and Nick in 
the same book? What if you had 
a giri trying to cut dovro on cig- 
arettes, worrying about her 
weight, frustrated in her job and 
desperate for a man meeting a 
guy who is all laddish and 



Come Together 
by Josie Lloyd and 
Emlyn Rhys 

Arrow. £5 .99. 292pp 


having lots of affair s but this 
fa?ade, this fear of commit- 
ment, just hides an intense 
capacity for emotion? 

The pastiche is so cheerful- 
ly brazen as to be rather en- 
dearing. On foe first page of 
Josie Lloyd’s first chapter Amy 
Rees is staring in the bathroom 
mirror on page two she de- 
scribes herself as a warfoog 
and on the phone to her best 
mate; on page three she’s wor- 
ried about not having sex for six 
months (with a joke about her 
hymen growing tack that is 
funny, but I think Kathy Lette 
made it first), and on page four 
she’s smoking a cigarette, hav- 
ing given up for 20 minutes 

Emtyn Rees's style as Jack 


Rossiter is Nidi Hornby Be- 
having Badty with a touch of 
early Martin Amis. The first 
sex scene between Jack and 
Amy could politety be described 
as a detailed homage to the 

first sex scene between Charles 

and Rachel in Anus’s The 
Rachel Papers. 

The stray is just Mills and 
Boon with grunge veneer Jack 
and Amy meet have sex, grad- 
ually fall in love, though Jack 
has difficulty in expressing this 
because he’s a bloke and 
scared of commitment But 
just at the moment when he’s 
acknowledging his feelings, 
enter Bad Girl, who provokes 

him into a very peculiar act of 
forced infidehty. He confesses 
and Amy breaks off with him. 
Both are heartbroken and foe 
question in the final chapters is 
whether love can find a way. 

The reason I am reviewing 
this book is that I have written 
collaborative novels myself, 
with my wife Nicci Gerrard, 
under foe inspired pen-name of 
Nicci French. Obviously we 
write complete different kinds 
of books. Nicd and I are trying 
fix' a single, seamless narrative, 
and we’re happiest when we 
hear from readers who didn’t 

evenknow that Nicd French is 
a non-existent schizophrenic 
hermaphrodite. 

The point of Come Tbgether 
is for foe narrative voices to 


clash and contradict Readers 
should not expect any tricky 
narrative games: this isn’t 
Roshomon. Jack tells a certain 
part of the story, then Amy 
takes it over for a while, then 
Jack continues. 

One fairly amusing transition 
happens right in foe middle of 
foe first sex scene, but for foe 
most part it is remarkable how 
littie foe authors exploit the 
comic possibilities of foe form. 
“He can’t read her mind. She 
can’t read his," the blurb 
promises. You expect misin- 
terpretations, partial explana- 
tions. prudent deceptions, but 
foe comedy largely consists of 
one character not knowing 
something about the other, then 
knowing it 

This is nota book that does 
“tything more than tell you 
“tings about men and women 
you've read elsewhere. It flat- 
ters its main characters and re- 
assures its readers, but there’s 
a cheerfulness even about its 
third-handedness. Came To- 
gether reads as if it were a 
laugh to write, but that's not 
necessan ty a compliment 
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T o celebrate the centenary of 
Jor ge Luis Borges (who was 
bom in Buenos Aires on the 
24 August 1899), the Borges 
estate and Viking Penguin 
have commissioned this new 
translation of his “fictions'’ from Andrew 
Hurley. To have all Borges’s stories and 
parables in one hefty volume can only be 
a good thing, but why re-translate them 9 

These quirky intellectual teases caught 

i TP' remarkabl y. in the 1960s. firstin the US 
*nd then Britain, in the wake of an earli- 
er French discovery. They formed part of 
the commercial blossoming of Latin Amer- 
ican fiction in the heyday of Che Guevara 
and the Cuban revolution. Borges was then 
misread as a magical realist as unlikely 
as the covet; based on a painting called 
“Havana", which adorns the clever 
anthology called Labyrinths that Penguin 
launched in 1970. It was unlikely because 
Borges was always conservative, and silly 
in his political views. 

In subtle ways, Labyrinths created a 
false Borges by stripping him of his Buenos 
Aires roots. His first published books were 
poems celebrating his return to his native 
dty after seven yeare in Europe, along with 
an idiosyncratic biography of a minor sub- 
urban poet Borges was so fascinated by 
the paradoxes of Buenos Aires cos- 
mopolitanism that he wrote essays in a 
refashioned creole Spanish, and loved im- 
itating the ways street-toughs talked But 
the writer who wrote mind-twisting story- 
essays blurring genres, mocking realism 
and psychology -and who appeared so cun- 
ningly modem that he was bracketed 
with Samuel Beckett when both won the 
Rwmentor in 1961 - became the au- 
thor the world now knows as Borges. 

Mainly for political and class reasons, 
this Borges has had few detractors abroad 
(Vladimir Nabokov excepted), and many 
at home in Buenos Aires. His fictional 
world still strikes me as narrow and lim- 
ited. with few moving human relationships, 
no sex, little about women and weak 
plots. This is a world as odd, and as book- 
ish, as the man himselfi 
In the 1970s. readers had to turn to 
several further translations to reach the 
whole writer, especially those by Anthony 
Kerrigan and Norman Thomas tfi GiovazmL 
Here. for the first time in English, is all of 
Borges the story-writer. Will he catch on 



Collected Fictions 
by Jorge Luis Borges, 
translated by Andrew Hurley 

AJfen Lane/ Penguin Press. £20, 565pp 


again, as he did in 1970, and is the new 
translation justified by the poverty of the 
previous ones? 

First, the Borges who emerges in this 
volume struck me as more varied than I 
expected, with work spanning the years 
from 1935 to 1983. But, for an author who 
famously derided length as padding (“the 
madness of composing vast books -setting 
out in 500 pages an idea that can be per- 
fectly related orally in five minutes"), 
there is something worrying about this 
brick of a book. Could it feel a mistaken 
belief that this complete Bargs is the same 
Benges who stunned so many readers and 
writes? CBGs rofl-call of admirers nms tom 
Michel Fbueault to George Steiner; Salman 
Rushdie and Carlos Fhentes, though few 
followed his concision.) 

In fact, the Borges who counts is the 
author of two slim volumes: Fictions 
(1944) and TheAleph (1949). This decade 
of tteaifrafy, fora lazy writer who preferred 
reading, started when Borges wanted to 
prove to hims elf that his min d still worked 
after an accident It changed our aware- 
ness of literature: within Latin American 
writing, there is a dear pre- and post- 
Borges style of self-awareness and irony. 

But this short outburst was not main- 
tained. Even Borges himself became an- 
noyed with the feme of these despairing 
and vivid parables. In 1974, he dosed his 
complete works in Spanish with a mode 
obituary that omitted these two volumes; 
be often quipped that he was first a read- 
er; then a poet, and anfylastiyastoiy-teDen 

So this new book blends in several fur- 
ther Borges to the essential writer of the 
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1940s. There is the Borges who loved par- 
ody and who defined his A UmverscdHis- 
tory qf Iniquity (1935) as “the irresponsible 
sport of a shy sort of man who could not 
bring himself to write short stories". This 
vein continued with his mock detective 
worts, written in collaboration with his 
friend Adolfo Bipy Casares. 

Then there is the Borges who had 
turned blind by the 1950s and was coaxed 
back into writing by his translator and 
editor Normas Thomas di Giovanni, a 
process that led to Bradie’s Report (1970), 
published an amazing 21 years after The 
ALeph, and The Book of Sand (1983). These 
stories have little h?h»- fee rigour of thought 
is lost and the syntax loose, simply because 
Borges was blind and could not think and 
correct himself as he wrote. Had Borges 
only written these later stories be would 
not have become “Borges". 

Thai there are fee sincere poet and the 
witty, anachronistic essayist Such a con- 
fusion of different Borgeses is noted by the 
master himself in his self-mo cking para- 
ble about feme called “Borges and I". It 
concludes, sSghtty awkwardly in Hurley’s 
version. “I am not sure which of us it is 
that's writing this page". (Compare Di Gio- 
vanni’s “Which of us is writing this page I 
don't know" J 

Why re-translate all these uneven 
Borgeses and not edit the best into a 
revamped Labyrinths? Here, there’s a 
behind-the-scenes Hash between transla- 
tor’s rights and literary estates, and a mis- 
taken, even mercenary, attempt to bring 
out fee “real” Borges by suppressing 
previous translations. 

I have carefully checked Andrew Hur- 
ley’s new versions wife earlier ones and 
with Borges’s own Argentine Spanish. 
Look, for example, at Borges's own 
favourite, fantasy-autobiographical story 
“The South", about an accident, a fever and 
a doomed, imagined duel with a pampas 
gaucho- Hurley, who lives in Puerto Rico, 
misrepresents the basic country word 
casco as “shell of a large country house" 
(as did Anthony Kerrigan, a previous 
translator). It simply means the main 
house and outhouses of country estates (es- 
tancias) . Another common word, hacien- 
da , meaning cattle, becomes “pastures”. 
Kerrigan had “ranches", which it can 
mean, but not in Argentina. 

In the end, a pattern emerges of mis- 



In 1955, the ghost of Evita rules the Buenos Aires of dictator Juan P6ron, whom Borges always detested 


translations of words with specific Ar- 
gentine associations. Some of the trans- 
lator’s useful notes are also imprecise. 

Another trait is to SB out or explain. Fbr 
instance , an “old" house in the Spanish 
becomes a “ramshackle” old house. Yet 
Borges was tough on himself about 
such padding. 

All this mightsimpfy be the kind of eru- 
dition that Borges mocked. It is not in- 
tended to be a slur on Hurley who often 
reads well in English. But it touches on 
what is unique about Borges: that unex- 


pected oscillation between local and uni- 
versal knowledge. Through a plethora of 
biographies. Borges is being read today in 
fee Hispanic world as a very porteno 
(someone living in the port of Buenos Aires) 
writer - one soaked in Argentine culture 
but open, crankfiy, to the outer world, at 
least in a literary way. 

* An opportunity has been missed.to in- • 
dude the best translations of 'the best 
Borges - the alert, quirky writer of bis 
midlife crisis in fee 1940s - in a volume feat 
would ensure feat he remained canonical 


He may do so. of course, but not in this for- 
mat, ^ which cannot be smuggled into a pock- 
et and which contradicts what Hurley 
succinctly Borges's “laconic terse- 
ness". A last pedantic note: the first trans- 
lation of Borges into English was not as 
Hurley affirms, in 1948. In 1942. Robert 
Fitzgerald translated poems in a New Di- 
rections anthology; and in 1945, Paul 
Bowles also presdently translated Borges. 

Jason Wilson teaches in the Spanish De- 
partment at University College, London 
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SOMETIME VERY' soon, Tony Blair 
will cast a busy eye over the names 
just proposed to him as candi d a tes 
for Poet Laureate: Carol Ann Dufiy. 
Tony Harrison. Seamus Heaney and 
Andrew Motion. This odd 
rigmarole, whereby the PM chooses 
from a preselected shortlist, exactly 
mirrors the appointment of bishops 
in the Church of England. Yet the 
most purely episcopal figure in 
British poetry hardly made the 
initial gossip, let alone the final cut 
Geoffrey Hill’s new book-length, 
150-section poem. The Triumph qf 
Love (Penguin, £8.99), caps a career 
that began in 1959. when this police 
constable’s son from deep to the 
Archers country of Worcestershire 
published his first collection. For 
the Unfallen. Hill’s academic career 
has since taken him from Leeds via 
Cambridge to Boston, but those 
rjUdle-English benchmarks do 
jxlmt to his work’s foundations. Ted 
Hughes aside, no poet since the 
Eliot of Four Quartets has dug 
deeper into a mystical ideal of 
Englishness revealed to religion, 
literature and landscape. And no 
poet since the Pound of the Cantos 
has flayed more savagely the 


brutish modern life feat saps the 
faith and mind of “a nation/ wife so 
many memorials but no memory". 

Its title taken from Petrarch, The 
Triumph qf Love nnngles an appeal 
to fee Blessed Virgin on behalf of 
our bloodstained century wife 
much vituperative satire and an 
elegy for fee ineffable losses of fee 
Holocaust and fee Handers 
trenches. Sometimes, the tone 
lightens into flashes of childhood 
memoir, with scabrously hinny 
bursts of self-analysis. The poet 
portrays himself as a “rancorous, 
narcisistic old sod" - half Jeremiah, 
half Alf Garnett His imagination a 
“kerxnesse of wrath and 
resentment", he upsets a forgetful 
present wife guilty memories. 

Knotted, dense, but harshly 
comic. Hill makes no concessions to 
dumbed-down modernity (“these 
strange children/ pitiless in their 
ignorance and contempt") wife fee 
vast range of his allusions. In this 
company “Benn" will signify fee 
German poet Gottfried, not Tony. 
Throughout, however; a bemused 
editor-figure (“ED") stands to for 
fee sceptical reader and even 
glosses a few of fee more abstruse 


A WEEK IN 
BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 

The Bishop of Poetry 
delivers a great sermon 

passages. Yet Hill’s lines prickle 
wife a salty slang, and he often 
dives into a much more demotic 
mode. Even Grade Fields turns up 
to one of several Second World War 
fragments, “She and her armed/ 
aspidistra, last off the beaches". 

His satirical voice is sharp and 
knowing; it will not not take much 
sleuthing to identify “N. and N", 
those “worthless" contemporary 
poets made “Swedish millionaires" 
(by fee Nobel Prize?). And when 
Hill snipes at “the legends that now 
circulate/ about Canary Wharf, the 


1 Isle of Dogs" (where I type these 
lines), we poor hacks can be sure 
that yes, he does mean us, as we 
hasten fee time's ruin wife our 
“entertainment overkill". 

Half-smothered by this acrimony, 
yet sprouting like stray flowers in 
asphalt Hill’s lyric gift makes itself 
felt now and again. Then, some 
heart-stopping cadence distilled 
from fee landscapes of his youth 
will recall the best of Pound: “The 
common/ elm - ulmus procero - 
also gone/ under; wife fee shires; 
though deer/ are cared for; and the 
rare white cattle; as/ is memory in 
this tranche of frozen sunlight" 

For Hill, as for all the backward- 
gjandng Modernists who descend 
from Eliot and Pound, the rot began 
centuries ago. He notes that U( mob' 
and L ftm' came to at the same time": 
in the late 1 7th century, Eliot's date 
for a “dissociation of sensibility" 
that wrecked fee Church - and the 
verse - of England. Take this 
sacramental politics seriously 
(which nobody, thank heavens, 
does) , and you might end up 
advocating an Anglican Taliban 
wife croziers and chasubles - and 
outo-dafes on fee village green. 


Theocracy Hill knows, is hardly 
on the cards. He spots every hellish 
pitfall of such nostalgia - more so 
than Eliot who failed to square the 
Holocaust’s reality with his lofty 
Christian ideaL Hill, to contrast, 
never takes his grieving eye off that 
flame. His poetry merely hopes to 
give “a sad and angry consolation". 

“The odds/ are against High 
Prophecy", Hill understands. It 
beggars all belief to imagine a poet 
of his finesse and asperity lauding 
fee nuptials of some Windsor 
princeling. No matter The Triumph 
of Lone counts as one of the finest 
long works from a postwar poet in 
England. (Not the finest, perhaps; 
to my view, Basil Bunting's 
Briggfiats stands alone J Hill takes 
us on a death-shadowed walk, down 
“the cinder-path by the old scythe- 
works", from the Black Country to 
Buchenwald and beyond. Along the 
way glimpses of unearthly beauty 
mix wife ashen mourning, acrid 
rage and a spatter of sour jokes. 
Fallow him, wife a keen ear and an 
open mind, and “There will be/ no 
quarrel between us -all this time - 
/ a light rain unceasing, the moist 
woods/ full of wild garlic". 
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Feasting on stale bread and blown roses 


ERICA JONG'S collection of 
non-fiction essays has a sub- 
heading that seeks to answer 
fee question in its title: “Power; 
Sex. Bread and Roses". Now 
this may be a bit hackneyed, but 
iL could have worked. Naomi 
WHE introduces Erica Jong as 
of fee major American 
voices of fee century" and fee 
author says that she has been 
ruthless in editing her "non fic- 
tion meditations" for this book. 

To which 1 can onfy answer: 
not ruthless enough. The pub- 
lisher and Wolf should have 
known better but Enca Jong 
cannot get off so UgWfy. She 
wrote tlus thing and should be 
embarrassed to have done so. 
She can be blamed. 

Fear qf Flying was a great 
book: funny; wild. sexy. Fenu- 


Women want more than this self-regarding froth, says Ann Treneman 



What Do Women Want? 
by Erica Jong 

Bloomsbury. £14.99. 202pp 

nism can be so fusty. Here was 

a blast of fresh a to That was 
more than 20 years ago, how- 
ever, and time has been perni- 
cious for Erica Jong. She 




seems to have come to believe 
in hersdf in a thoroughly un- 
healthy way. She is the centre 
iff her - and now our- universe. 

The book begins with a look 
at the power-struggle between 
the sexes over the past 25 
years. In fact, the essays on 
Hillar y Clinton, Louise Wood- 
ward and so on are a toe-dip in 
tins direction. They are paidw. 
Ar guments mutate into obser- 
vations, and vice versa. 

The rest of the book is divid- 
ed into sections on sex and 
“bread and roses". This latter 
contains her recipe “for re- 
maining sane”. The ingredients 
are Italy poetry and her house. 


Here fee vertical pronoun 
and fee ego become cloying to 
the point of stickiness. Take 
this passage from the “Books 
and Houses”: “Hay Weldon was 
recently my houseguest for a 
weekend. Quite early Sunday 
morning, after a cup of tea, she 
vanished back to fee guest 
room without saying a word... 

“Shh,* I said to my husband. 
‘Pay must be writing.’ 

“Shh,’ Shy’s friend said to 
me. ‘She’s writing.' I puttered 
around the kitchen feeling a 
delicious sense of anticipa- 
tion. It was almost as good as 
writing myself. 

“It was as if the house were 


writing. Everyone felt the jrw- 
son of creativity." 

The book has its moments. 
Some of her asides are very 
good and fee essay on the per- 
fect man is funny and percep- 
tive. Her ideas on pornography 
are interesting but even here, 
you end up cringing. The essay 
on Henry Miller starts off 
pro misingly by describing his 
attachment to fee word “shit". 
She then sentimentalises it 
saying that to his mouth the 
word became dean. “He puri- 
fied the excrement of life and 
made it roses." 

The essay is not really about 
Miller at all It seems that he 


was very taken with Ffear qfFfc/- 
ing. The result was “a torrent 
of applause, enthusiasm, and 
unpaid agentry". She was 
bowled over and looked him up 
when she went to California. 
His house became a refuge. 

She was one of many visitors, 
some more nubile than others. 
“Now and then he copped a feel 
- though not of my breasts. I 
was not his physical type at all 
(he adored Asian women) or 
maybe he thought of me as too 
bookish, for he always made a 
great point of how literary I 
was." The essay ends wife fee 
message, a la Hallmark: “I 
hope you get your Nobel Prize 
to heaven, Henry, sent up op 
blasts of dynamite," 

Egregious. What do women 
want? Not this. 
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see page 32 of 
The Independent Magazine 
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PAPERBACKS 

by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher hirst 


The Greatest 
Benefit to 
Mankind 

by Roy Porter, 
Fontana. £14.99. 

833pp 



Blind Date 

by Frances Fyfield. 
Corgi. £5.99. 
413pp 



Seeds of 
Change 

by Henry Hobhouse. 
Papcrmac. £12. 

38lpp 



Leaving 

Earth 

by Helen 
Humphreys. 
Bloomsbury. £$.99. 

214pp 
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PORTER’S EPIC braids together the 
history of medicine with an account of 
how disease exploited man's restless 
motion round the planet. Typhus 
entered Europe with the Crusades, 
while Columbus “unleashed the worst 
health disaster” ever. As preventative 
medicine, Cicero’s advice from the 1st 
century BC sounds uncannily familiar. 
“Take moderate exercise and just 
enough food to restore strength”. In a 
prescient view of psycho-spiritualism. 
Porter notes it “uncannily echoes the 
victim-blaming doctrines of the moral 
majority”. Peeling well Mr Hoddle? 


UKS CHARACTERS m a PD James novel 
Frances Fyfield heroine's aren’t like 
anyone you’ve ever met The central 
character of her latest murder mystery is 
Elisabeth Kennedy a disgraced ex-police 
officer who lives alone in a converted 
London bell- tower Convalescing from 
two traumas: the death of her beautiful 
younger sister; followed by a life- 
threatening accident of her own, 
Elisabeth relies on best friend Patsy. 
While Patsy regales her with stories of 
her dating adventures, Elisabeth awaits 
another gentleman caller - her sister’s 
kfller. London’s lonely hearts get lonelier. 


newly EXPANDED, this classic work 
explores the far-reaching impact of 
quinine, sugar; tea, cotton, the potato and 
now the coca plant A wonderful read, 
provocative and wen-informed. Pursuing 
the story of cocaine, Hobhouse notes: u 
Distances in the Andes were measured 
by the cocada -how long it took to chew 
a quantity of coca leaves: 2) The success 
of Coca-Cola, which once “undoubtedly 
contained cocaine” partly stems from its 
popularity as a post-coital douche (users 
maintain neither Diet Coke nor Pepsi are 
as efficacious); 3) All Hollywood knew 
that Fopeye's “spinach” was cocaine. 


BASING HER novel on actual events in the 
Thirties, Canadian poet Helen Humphr eys 
tells the story of female aviators Grace 
O'Gorman and Wflia Brig^, who fly over 
Toronto in an attempt to set a new 
endurance record. Set largely in the 
cockpit of a small Tiger Moth, you keep 
reading to see how the author will keep 
the women's relationship, and the reader’s 
interest, airborne over 25 days. The 
noveTs breathtaking descriptions of 
Canada's open spaces, and even, wider 
skies, are grounded in plenty of authentic- 
sounding aeronautical know-how (and foe 
logistics of excreting at high altitude). 


A Recipe 
for Bees 

by Gail Anderson- 
Dargatz. 
Virago. £9.99. 
3 7/pp 



Culture of 
Complaint 

by Robert Hughes. 
Harvili. £6.99. 
177pp 



A Certain 


Justice 

by PD James, 
Penguin. £5.99. 
482pp 



War of 
Words: 
women and 
men arguing 

by Elizabeth 
Maps tone. 
Vintage. £7.99, 
360pp 



SET IN rural British Columbia, Gail 
Anderson-Dargatz’s second novel reads 
like a canity-flossed version of Carol 
Shield's The Stone Diaries. Switching 
between a Little House on the Prairie- 
llke past, and more comfortable present, 
the book tells the story of Augusta Olsen, 
married at 18 and left to repent in 
leisure. It’s only when she resurrects 
her mother's bee-keeping equipment 
that life on the range starts to buzz with 
possibilities: 60 years on she's stni 
harvesting the benefits. Well-written 
hokum: the reader's only stumbling 
block is sorting out Oiafs from Olsens. 


A FIERCELY articulated, if somewhat 
rambling polemic against the 
dictatorship of the bienspensants, 
particularly those with academic tenure. 
Hughes rails against PC language (“the 
old American love of euphemism”), while 
noting that “the old division of left and 
right has come to look more like two 
Puritan sects”. He is telling on his home 
turf of the art-world, attacking would-be 
censors of the right, but reserving his 
bitterest words for the museum directors 
who beatified Jean-Mi ch el Basquiat 
Bracing stuff, but sometimes Hughes 
indulges in invective at the cost of clarity. 


THE CONFIDENT manner in which the 
first victim is announced in the first 
sentence (though the event does not take 
place until page 130), the limpid prose, 
the taut construction - all confirm that a 
titan of the murder genre is on peak 
form. James uses the musty milieu of 
Middle Temple to excellent effect There 
is an ample supply of suspects when the 
body ofQC Venetia Aldridge is discovered 
by her clerk: “What met his eyes was so 
bizarre in its horror that he stood rooted 
in disbelief. Commander Dalgliesh 
negotiates a legal labyrinth, its morality 
as murky as the gaslit alleyways. 


IGNORE THE ludicrous cover puff (“all you 
need to know about arguments to win”). 
Based on foe immodestly named 
Mapstone Argument Questionaire (MAQ), 
the author surveys 57 varieties of argy- 
bargies. from lovers' tiffs and famity feuds 
bo bust-ups with bosses. Though she 
argues against stereotyping, Mapstone 
ctin sends round h er “old-fashioned, 
gentlemanly” husband to sort out disputes 
with neighbours. She says happy couples 
“relate to each other as individuals rather 
than as represoitatives of the other sex”. 
Surely an element of vive la difference is 
central to heterosexual partnerships? 


gpnKFN WORD 

CHRISTINA HARDY MEN'r 


Amsterdam 
read by Alan Bates 
HarperCoilin s. 
Shrs 30mins. £9.99 


IAN MCEWAFTS Booker 
Prize-winning novella 
Amsterdam takes to 
spoken word like a duck 
to water; not least 
because it is so short 
that no abridgement 
was needed to fit it on to 
four cassette tapes. It is 
the story of the 
consequences for three 
high-flyers of their very 
different liaisons with the 
woman with whose 
untimely death the story 
opens. The plot, which 
McEwan unfolds 
with the consummate 
skill of a conjuror, is 
playfully topical in its 
portrayals of a candidate 
for prime minister, a 
broadsheet newspaper 
editor and an eminent 
musician struggling 
with a millennium 
composition. Alan 
Bates, his voice gruffly 
wry and authoritative, 
is the perfect choice 
as reader. 
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Science and ;VL“ 
Discovery : 

Newton. Darwin, - 
t'inslrin 

Simon & Sc/wafer. 

9hrs. £20 ; 

ENLIGHTENMENT TAPES j. 
arc finding their feet as a 
novel and easily 
assimilable methurn of 
education and self- 
improvement This 
particular set is an 
excellent introduction for 
ignorant arts-trained 
minds like my own to 
Newton, Darwin and 
Einstein. Each pair of 
cassettes introduces the 
great men biographically 
sets their ideas in context 
and explains their lasting 
value. They are also 
richly furnished with 
contemporary comment -• 
John Donne on 
Copernicus, for example. 
Although I found 
presenter Edwin 
Newman's important 
intonation a shade 
soporific - Mr Chips on a 
Friday afternoon - the 
generous sprinkling of 
quotations read in other 
voices makes the overall 
effect bouncily upbeat 
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Fear and loathing from Newmarket to Las Vegas 

Is it a novel? Is it a memoir? Laura Thompson hedges her bets but appreciates some good value from this wayward punter’s odyssey 



Twelve Grand 
by Jonathan Rendali 

Yellow Jersey Press. £10. 250pp 


THIS IS a dever book, with a vul- 
nerable heart inside its tou gh outer 
shell. It is far better than it would 
have been had it obeyed its original 
briefi that Jonathan Kendall’s 
£12,000 advance should be spent en- 
tirely on gambling, and that the book 
should be an account of those bets. 

It is a nifty-sounding idea, but one 
that could have produced nothing 
more substantial than an extended 
exercise in journalese: vignettes of 
betting shops, casinos, Vegas, New- 
market, while foe writer excites 
himself but not his readers as he 
commits frottage with the low-lifers 
of the gambling world 

Kendall gives us something more 


interesting. His book deals in many 
smoke-stained cliches, but seen 
through an artistic eye. lie purports 
to be telling his story: that of a sick- 
ly, struggling writer-journalist who 
gambles his £12.000 while reliving 
events from his past Howewei; at the 
end he reveals that everything - 
apart from the bets -is a fiction and 
that “Jonathan Kendall” is a per- 
sona. This has a disorientating effect 
-even though we may have guessed 
it - as the feeling persists that some 
of the “fiction” is very much truth. 

Indeed, this other Jonathan feels 
like his creator’s alter ego: the per- 
son, perhaps, whose presence many 
writer-journalists dread to ac- 


knowledge in themselves, the “free- 
lancer” still chasing demeaning as- 
signments in his mid-thirties, 
disappointed and alcoholic and 
grimly susceptible to the “signifi- 
cance” of a winning (B - (far more 10®- 
ty) losing a beL Twelve Grand is this 
poor generic bastard’s life story. 

Some passages are more suc- 
cessful than others. The opening, in 
a doctor's surgery, is absolutely 
cracking. So too is the duldhood de- 
scription of watching the Derby - 
“Mm Reef was rolling his head as 
tho ugh be Was I«I ighing ” — al thoug h 
someone should have noticed that 
even the fictional Kendall cannot 
have backed Mill Reel who won in 


1971, the year before he backed Ni- 
jinsky who won in 1970. 

The account of a love affair with 
an elusive table dancer, pursued 
from New Orleans to Las Vegas, is 
far more convincing that it might 
have been. However; some of the 
other characters fafl to come to life, 
and the narrative voice does not al- 
ways live up to its own standards of 
crisp subtlety. The tired and emo- 
tional telegraphese -“Run out of G. 
Pfls. Don’t replenish. Minri watr or 
nothing* - moves dangerously dose 
to Bridget Janes territory. The loan- 
ing influence of Martin Amis upon 
modem male prose (“Vfent through 
half the Cuba and drained a few 


fags”) sometimes makes the Kendall 
persona seem like a straight amal- 
gam of John Self and Richard ThlL 
On the whole. Twelve Grand 
convinces. The descriptions of the 
bets ring hilariously true: “No win- 
ners but cld. see why Walter tipped 
them. Value runs all the way. Two 
thirds and another second." (Gam- 
blers never mind losing if they get 
“value” J Strong, simple phrases 
bring the book to vivid life. And there 
is. beneath the tricks, a sad honesty 
which makes you wish that Kendall 
had completely cut the cord which 
ties his book to its self-conscious de- 
vices, and plunged even more deepty 
into the difficult waters of fiction. 



The twilight world of the 
betting shop Jo/zn Rasmussen 


She took their word 

They took $50 million 
and her life 


SABIN WILLETT 



OUT NOW IN ALL 
GOOD 1500 K. SHOPS 




Sales of Ted Hughes’s Birthday Letters 
have been boosted yet again by the 
award oF another literary prize - the 
prestigious Whitbread Book of the Year; 
which he won far an unprecedented 
second year rawing. (He had already 

won the Whitbread Poetry Award, toe 
T S EHot and Forward PrtcesO Pbetry 
ontsdBmgMenAre FramMdrs-. as d 
DeGa - not a bad start to the yean The 
Whitbread effect (plus a little light 
modelling?) has also helped to make 

Amanda Foreman's life of that 18th- 
centorySpencei; Geortjuma. the 
bestseffing hardback biography 
Compiled from sales over seven days 
endiagSl January IS39 
e Bookwatch Ltd, 1999 



ORIGINAL FICTION 




TITLE 

AUYHOR/PUBLISHBR 

.PRICK 

MEEKLY SALES . 

1 (2) 

2 (4) 

3 W 

Southern Cross 

Patricia D Cornwall (Little. Brown) 

£16.99 

2.124 

The Death of Amy Parris 

T R Bowen (Penguin) 

£5.99 

1,589 

4 <-) 

It Means Mischief 

Kate Thompson (Ban cam) 

£5.99 

1.467 

5 H 

Liar Bfrds 

Lucy Fitzgerald (Black Swan) 

. £5.99 

1 .458 

e (3) 

TUTainr's Secret Diary 

Kate Lock (BBC) 

£4.99 

1.167 

7 (f| 

City Girl 

Patricia Scan lan (Bantam) 

£5.99 ■ 

1.100 

8 (7) 

ChuixhUTs People 

Mary Jane Staples (Corgi) 

£5.99 

989 

9 H 

Come Together 

Josie Lloyd & EmJvri Rees (Arrow) 

£5.99 

‘ 953 

10 (5) 

Ramses 5 

Christian Jacq (Simon&Schaster) 

.£9J9 ; 

857 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 




TITLE 

AUTHOR/PUB USHER •- 

PRICE 

WEEKLY SALES 

1(8) 

Birthday Letters 

Ted Hughes (Faber) 

£14.99 

4.306 

2(1) 

Men Are From Mars... 

John Gray (Thorsons) 

£8.99 

3.432 

3(2) 

Delia's How lb Cook 

Della Smith (BBC) 

£16.99 

2,829 

«(3) 

Uttie Book of Feng Shoi 

Lillian Too (Element) 

£1.99 

2,511 

5(4) 

The Little Book of Calm 

Paul Wnson (Penguin) 

• £1.99 

1.883 

6(5) 

Seafood Odyssey 

Rick Stein (BBC) 

£18.99 

.1,709 

7(9) 

Notes From a Big Country 

Bill Bryson (Doutteday) 

£16.99 

1.557 

8(6) 

Low Fat Cookbook 

Rosemary Conley (Century) 

£16.99 

1.608 

9(10) 

StatlonX: codebreakers 

Michael Smith (Channel 4) 

£14.99 

1,581 

lO(-) 

The Tbtankbamun Prophesies Maurice Cotterei (Headline) 

£18.99 

1,363 



BIOGRAPHY 




TITLE 

AUTHOR/PUBUSHBB . 

PRICE 

WEEKLY SALES 

1 

Angela’s Ashes 

Frank MC Court (Flamingo) 

£7.99 

3,585 

2 

A Kwithh I B ’ " “ 

Frank Muir (Corgi) 


T553 

3 

Georgians 

Amanda Foreman (twrpercomns) 

£20 

T5T5 .. 

4 

The Diving Hen 

Jean- Dominique uauoy p-ourth Estate) £5.99 

m 

5 

The GuVnor 

Lenny McLean (BiaKC) 

£14.99 

755 

6 

Falling Leaves 

” Adeline Yen Mah (Penguin) ~ 

T533 


7 

My Autobiography 

Dickie Bird (Coronet) 

EE55 

555 

8 

Ins Murdoch: a memoir 

John Bayley {Duckworth) 

£16.95 


9 

Losing My Virginity 

Richard Branson (Virgin) 

£20 

555 . 

10 

i mugs can Only Get Better John O'Farrell (Doubieaay) 

' £935 

549 
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INSPIRATIONS 

NOVELIST A S BYATT 


The play 

Shakespeare’s Trotius 
and Cressida. It’s a 
p a ssionate play about 
intellectual thinking sex 
and politics. It’s got 
everything - the play in 
which Shakespeare 
argued things out 
There are greater plays 
but this one moves me 
because of the quality of 
the thought 

The artwork 

Matisse’s Red Studio 
which is in the MOMA in 
New York. It moves me 
because it’s an image of 
the inside your head when 
you are arranging your 
thoughts. Every time I go 
to look at it which is every 
time I go to New York, I 
stand in front of it to see if 
I’ve remembered it right 
and more and more 
frequently my memory 
image corresponds with 
the reality, but never 
quite, so it’s always a 
shock. 

The film 
I’m not a great film 
person. The film that I 
love the most is The 
Seven Samurai by Akira 
Kurosawa. I’ve just hwn 
in Japan and the 
Japanese say that it’s a 

Western film made in 
Japan. I think it’s the 
combination of a Western 
style of drama and 
Japanese emotion - it’s 

one of the very few films 

where I forget anything 
except watching the 
emotions of the people. 



The place 

Fflqy Bay on the North 
Yorkshire coast between 
Scarborough and 
Bridlington. We spent our 
summer holidays there as 
children, before and 
immediately after the war. 
I’ve tried to write about 
other seashores but they 
always get transmuted 
into that one because that 
is my image of where the 
land meets the sea. It’s 
also the place where 
Charlotte Bronte first saw 
the sea. 

The music 
Given the choice. I prefer 
silence to music but Das 
Rhetngold by Wagner 
makes me both think and 
feel passionately. I’ve 
always been obssesed by 
Norse mythology. Wagner 
said that there had to be 
one note to each word. 

The words that Wagner 
wrote are in a way as 
important as the music, 

I dislike the words 
inspired and creative: I 
think influence is a much 
better word. The form and 
the content of all these 
things causes me to think 
about the nature of 
thinking and writing. 

A S Byatt's ' Elcmentals ’ is 
published, by Chatto. £12 
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It s not just wild a nim als that are in danger of extinction - plants are also under threat. Join the National Council for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens to save rare blooms such as the camellia Neil Jcy 'A-Z Botanical 


Forget whales, save the conradina 

It s time to turn over a new leaf and help conserve some of the 34,000 plant species threatened with extinction. By Anna Pavord 


Y ou can scarcely think 
of a whale now with- 
out mentally adding 
the words “Save the” 
in front of it JFbndas 
and gorillas are 
equally potent symbols of the need 
for conservation in the animal world. 
But how many people are equally 
concerned to save the conradina, or 
the ramosmania or the nesocodon 
* or aqy other of the 34,000 different 
plants that are currently threat- 
ened with extinction? 

“Not enough,” says Keny Walter; 
who for several years headed the 
Threatened Plant Unit at the fffcrid 
Conservation Monitoring Centre in 
Cambridge. The database he built 15) 
provided much of the underpinning 
for the recently published Red List 
of plants that are in danger of dis- 
appearing for ever 
In the garden we would think it 
strange to chuck a plant on to the 
compost heap before we had seen 
what it could do for us ^y way of leaf, 
flower fruit or scent But that is what 
we are allowing to happen to plants 
in the wild. They are disappearing 
before we have even had a chance 
to record their potential. 

Unfortunately, gardeners are part 
of the problem. Dr Walter quotes 
some grim stories about plants that 
have been completely stripped from 
their native habitats to cater to the 
whims of an orchid-grower or a 
camellia-fancier. In 1895, Carl 
Johnnsen wrote from Colombia to 
the firm that employed him as a 


collector Orchids, he assured them 
“are extinguished in this spot I 
have finish ed all along the Rio 
Dagua where there are no plants 
left” 7b leave plants b ehin d would 
be to play into the hands of rivals. 

We can help by asking awkward 


Abefiophyffum distich um: 
Known only in Korea, where it 
has a limited natural range. A 
slow-growing shrub, related to 
the forsythia family. The 
February flowers are white, 
tinged with pink. Not showy, but 
scented. Does best in sun. 
Endangered in the wOd but 
available from Burncoose & 
South Down Nurseries. 
Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall 
TR16 6BJ (1209 861112). 
Berberidopsis coralline (coral 
plant): Native of Chile, where 
commercial forestry threatens 
its habitats. A beautiful 
evergreen, twining climber, not 
reliably hardy with dark, 
leathery leaves and hanging 
clusters of deep red flowers from 
summer through to autumn. 
Needs shelter and almost 
complete shade. Endangered in 
the wild but available from PW 
Plants, Sunnyside, Heath Road, 
KenninghaH. Norfolk NR16 2DS 
(01953 888212). 


questions about where our plants 
come from and how they have been 
produced. Traceability is a key word 
among those who supply food to our 
supermarkets. There is no reason 
why the principle should not apply 
in the nursery trade, too. 


But does it matter that a plant is 
disappearing in the wild, if it is 
alive and kicking in our gardens? 
Yes, it does. Generally, a gardener’s 
eye will be drawn to a done that has 
bigger flowers than the norm, or 
brighter berries, or a more elegant 


habit, or better coloured foliage. A 
plant’s appearance is what interests 
us. But cloning of this sort does little 
for genetic diversity. The plant with 
the bigger flowers may not have 
such a robust constitution as the 
straight species from which it has 


been selected. Somebody needs to 
care for the uglier ducklings too. 
They may be the redemptory swans 
of the future. 

“Gardeners have the potential to 
be an enormously effective force for 
good,” says Dr Walter, “but they 


Ten Gardex Plants in Danger in the Wild 


Camellia reticulata: Introduced 
to this country from China in 
1820, and since overcollected by 
zealous plant-hunters. A 
spectacular wall shrub in the 
milder counties of Br itain Large 
flowers of soft rose-crimson 
among the evergreen leaves, 
vulnerable in the wild, but 
available from Greenway 
Gardens, Churston Ferrers, 
Brixham. Devon TQ5 0ES 
(01803 842382). 

Clian thus punicens (lobster 
claw): A New Zealand native, but 
the introduction of sheep and 
cattle to the islands has pushed 
its survival to the limit 
Handsome, but tender and 
(except in the mildest areas) 
suitable only for conservatories. 
Fine, pinnate foliage and clusters 
of large, scarlet flowers, curved 
like a parrot's beak. Endangered 
in the wDd, but available from 
Hie Conservatory, Gomsbail 
Gallery Gomshall Surrey GU5 
9 LB (01483 203019). 


Cosmos a trosan guineas: Once a 
native of Mexico, now a darling of 
the herbaceous border; with its 
dark maroon-crimson flowers 
famously smelling of chocolate. 
By nature perennial growing to 
about 2ft As with dahlias, its 
tubers will need protection to 
survive the winter. Thought to be 
extinct in the wild, but still 
available fr o m Michael 
Wicfcenden, Caliy Gardens, 
Gatehouse of Fleet, Castle 
Douglas, Scotland DG7 2DJ. Fax: 
01557 815029 (no phone). 
Kirengeshoma palmata: The 
roots of this handsome perennial 
are a valued ingredient of 
traditional medicine in China and 
Japan and it has suffered as a 
result Boasts fine lobed leaves 
with creamy yellow shuttlecock 
flowers in late summer and 
autumn. Prefers light shade and • 
moist lime-free soil. It is rare in 
its native habitats, but is 
available from Holden Clough 
Nursery, Holden, Bolton-by- 


Bowland, Clitheroe, Lancs B87 
4PF (01200 447615). 

Lotus berthelotii (coral gem): 
Common in containers and 
hanging baskets, but threatened 
in its native Canary Islands 
where it bas been over-collected 
for the trade. A perennial 
usually used as an annual with 
long, hanging stems covered 
with fine, silvery foliage. Clusters 
of dark reddish-brown flowers in 
late summer: Endangered in the 
wild, but available from most 
garden centres or Church Hill 
Cottage Gardens, Charing Heath, 
Ashford, Kent TN27 0BU (01233 
712522). 

Magnolia wilsonii: Under 
pressure, as the bark is regularly 
harvested for medicinal use in its 
native China. Deciduous tree or 
shrub of slender growth (to 25ft) 
and hanging white flowers in 
June. Best in partial shade. 
Unable to regenerate easily in 
the wild, thus vulnerable, but 
available from Norfields, Lower 


Meend, St Briavels, Gloucs GL15 
6RW Tel 01594 530134. 

Faeonia cambessedesii: Once 
common in Spain and Majorca, 
where its habitats have been 
overrun by tourist development 
Low growing (lffin) perennial 
with wonderful leaves, pewter 
suffused with purplish-red. Deep 
rose-pink flowers in mid-spring. 
Now rare in the wild, but 
available from toe Monocot 
Nursery, Jacklands, Jacklands 
Bridge, Tickenham, Clevedon, 
Avon BS21 6SG (01275 810394). 
Rhododendron rex, subspecies 
fictolacteum: Native of south- 
west China where many of its 
natural habitats are 
disappearing. One of the hardiest 
of the large-leaved species, 
reaching more than 20ft where it 
is happy. Its creamy white 
flowers are blotched with 
crimson. Vulnerable in the wild, 
but available from Glendoick 
Gardens, Glencarse, Perth, 
Scotland PH2 7NS (01738 860205). 


must not run away with the idea that 
because they have one endangered 
plant in their back garden, they 
have solved the problem. Belter to 
have it there than not hare it any- 
where else in the world, of course, 
but one plant, on its own. does not 
add up to the survival of a species.” 

So what can we do, I asked Dr 
Walter? T hink positive, he said. 
“The shqi may be taking in watec but 
it hasn't sunk yet It’s not too late to 
save many of these threatened 
plants, but salvation is more likely 
to come about by group effort than 
by individual action.” A lone gar- 
dener can rardy grow enough plants 
in sufficient isolation to ensure that 
the seed win be pure. 

Instead, join toe National Coun- 
cil for toe Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens, which has groups all over 
toe country. Understand the im- 
portance of records. A plant without 
a provenance is a book with no 
words. Support organisations 
working specifically to conserve 
plants. Dr Walter points out that 
there are seven times as many 
threatened plants as threatened 
animals, but in the US, for instance, 
only 3 per cent of funds available for 
conservation is spent on plants. 
The rest goes on animals. 

So save toe camellia and think - 
only another 33.999 plants to go. 

Send donations to Botanic Gardens 
Conservation International. De- 
canso House. 199 Kew Road, 
London TW9 3BW (0181-332 59531 


CUTTINGS 

News From the Gardeners' world 


MILLENNIUM TREES 
No 2: Hawthorn 

THE TREES that crop up 
most frequently in English 
place names are thorn and 
ash, but we shall never 
know whether these names 
once celebrated the most 
common trees in toe 
neighbourhood, or trees 
that were sufficiently 
uncommon to be 
significant Neither 
explanation interferes with 
the fact that hawthorns are 
ancient and venerable 
elements of our landscape. 
They are not noble in the 
way that a beech or an oak 
is. The great tree-man, 

.-Man Mitchell, evidently 
thought them so humble 
that he left them entirely 
out of his fine book. Trees of 
Britain (HarperCollins, 
£14.99). But they are 

survivors, growing in a 
wide variety of tough billets 
and providing food for an 
extraordinary number and 
variety of inserts and birds. 

More to the point, they 
an? manageable. Any 
garden, however smalL can 
accommodate a hawthorn, 
with its dense, interlocking 
branches and sturdy trunk. 
The wild hawthorn of 
hedgerows is Crataegus 
monogyna, which, even in 
old age. is scarcely more 
than 25ft tall. In areas 
where a garden drtfts into a 
wilder country landscape, 
this would still be my first 

choice. Urban gardeners 
may like to choose showier 
types of thorn- such as 
Crataegus laevigata 

■Pauls Scarlet* with 

blossom of brilliant red, or 



Millennium tree: hawthorn, left. Swiss chard is good to eat A-Z Botanical 


C persvmilis ‘Prunifolia’, 
which has highly polished 
leaves to set off its large, 
persistent and showy fruit. 

• ♦ 

THOMPSON AND Morgan’s 
Flower of 1999 is a new 
primrose-coloured foxglove, 
discovered by chance by 
one of their customers. It is 
a wonderful colour; with 
each individual flower 
heavily speckled in deep 
mahogany. Unfortunately it 
is dwarfish -a 
contradiction in this 
particular flower Foxglove 
‘Primrose Carousel’ is 
available at £1.99 for 50 
seeds. To place an order, 
call the credit card order 
line: 01473 690869. For a 
copy of Thompson & 
Morgan's new catalogue, 
call 01473 601090. 

GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP 
has allowed toe Royal 


Botanic Gardens at Kew to 
make a major feature from 
its collection of 
philadelpbus (mock 
orange). The shrubs used 
to grow in two beds in the 
south part of the gardens, 
but were badly 
overcrowded. Most of the 
original plants sent by 
collectors had died off. 

Hie few hybrids that 
remained were of little 
scientific value. The new 
feature is made up of 19 
beds grouped round the 
base of the famous Pagoda 
at Kew. Rrarteen beds will 
be planted with wild 
species, five filled with 
cultivars. Prepare your 
nose for a treat later this 
summer 

MARSHALLS, THE East 
An glian seed merchant, has 
recently produced a simple 
leaflet showing which 
vegetables are good for us 


and why. Broccoli and 
Brussels sprouts are top of 
its list of the 15 most useful 
vegetables, because both 
contain high levels of 
gtacosinolates. There are 
two types of this substance: 
sinigrin, present in sprouts, 
suppresses the 
development of pre- 
cancerous cells. 
Glucoraphanin (in broccoli) 
helps neutralise cancer 
cells before they build up to 
alarming levels. But both 
sprouts and broccoli are 
also high in protein, iron 
and Vitamin A. 

Other vegetables which 
Marshalls says you should 
be eating include carrots, 
endive (particularly high in 
calcium), fennel kale, 
lettuce, parsley (all good for 
magnesium and Vitamin C), 
peas, hot chilli peppers, 
salsify spinach, sweet corn, 
Swiss chard and turnips.. 

ANNAPAVDRD 
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he ground is in a dread- 
F ■ Iful state, with the win- 

■ ter breaking records 

■ for rainfall: springs are 

■ bursting out where 
none have flowed be- 
fore, topsoil is being eroded by the 
ton, and mud with the consistency 
of porridge lies knee-deep in gate- 
ways trampled by cattle. 

Small wonder then, that land- 
owners, walkers and riders are at 
daggers-drawn with the drivers of 
4x4 vehicles which churn green 
lanes, bridleways and footpaths 
into a morass. One notorious 
theatre of dispute is the Bidgeway, 
the anrient track that rims east and 
west along the summit of the 
. Berkshire Downs: a hiker recently 
described the stretch above Marl- 
borough as bong like the battlefield 
of the Somme. 

The leading force for conservation 
is Gleam, the Green Lanes Envi- 
ronmental Action Movement, 
founded in 1995 by David Gardiner; 
a farmer living near Newbury Tbday 
GLEAM has over 1,000 members, 
including 65 MPs and 16 MEPs 
drawn from all parties, and its aim 
is to protect ancient lanes from 
damage by recreational vehicles. 

In the view of its founder- 
, chairman, the law has become hope- 
lessly inadequate, in that it makes no 
distinction between motorised and 
. unmotorised vehicles, or between 
| surfaced and unsurfaced roads, 
j “A 30-ton articulated lorry is the 
, same in law as a pony and trap, "he 
j says, “and a green lane byway no 
- different from a six-lane dual 
j carriageway." 

j The group is seeking to establish 

I legal definitions of “motorised” and 
I “unmotorised”, “surfaced" and “un- 
surface d"; it also wants a ban on 
motor vehicles using unsurfaced 
| roads, except for access, unless 
specially permitted fay the respon- 
j sible highway authority. 

Mr Gardiner hashed personally 
] vilified in 4x4 magazines, but he is 
I for fiom alone m trying to keep green 
. lanes intact Skirmishes between the 
\ two sides are going on all over the 
, country, and nowhere more vigor- 
j ously than in Herefordshire, where 
the county council is considering 
I nearty 20 applications to have paths 
t and bridleways declared Boats - 
r Byways Open to All Traffic, 
j According to Dr John Harrison, 
( Chairman of the Battle for Bridle- 
c way Group, based near Leominster; 

; the root of the problem lies in the 
I Wildlife and Countryside Act of 
j 1981, which places a county coun- 
t cH under an obligation to respond 
a to any application fora right of way. 

When an application comes in, the 
. a council must serve notice on any 
'landowner affected, and investi- 
gate whether or not a public right 
of way has ever existed. If evi- 
dence comes to light that the way 
was once open to vehicles - even if 
^ they were only carts - the council 
p must declare a Boat, thus granting 
q access to motors. 
a The Act expressly denies coun- 
cils the right to take into consid- 



A rambler inspects the damage made fay 4x4s and trail bikes at Oareborough Hill, near Chievely, on the Berkshire Downs 


David Gardiner 


eration any impact on environ- 
ment, wildlife, amenity or archae- 
ology decisions must be based 
entirely on evidence gleaned from 
historical records. When a decision 
is announced, objectors may call for 
a public inquiry, and they have a 
month in which to prepare counter- 
claims; but the inspectors who 
preside over the inquiry are equally 
bound by history and they may not 
take environmental considerations 
into account 

This is patently ridiculous, and 
misses the essential point that 
vehicular rights were established by 
horse-drawn carts, hundreds of 
years before the internal combustion 
engine was invented. 

In Dr Harrison’s view; “The trou- 
ble is that research in the public 
records is laborious and technical. 
The 4x4 dubs are well-funded, and 
they've retained a lawyer who can 
devote a major percentage of bis 
time to this work. In effect they’re 
doing die council’s work for them. : 
Most of the objectors are formers, 
who have neither the time nor the 
training to prepare counter - claims " 


The landowners fear that north- 
west Herefordshire will become 
criss-crossed by a netwoA of Boats, 
which they claim will destroy the 
character of the area. In the words 
of David Keown-Bpyd, who lives 
near Bucknell, over the border in 


Shropshire: “If you dorft know the 
area, you cannot envisage the 
degree of degradation to which 
this exceptional environment would 
be subjected” 

Yet even he concedes that very 
few green lanes have been churned 


up so far - a point made by one of 
his most active opponents, Chris 
Marsden, co-ordinator of the 
Marches Historic Lane Preservation 
Group, which is directing the re- 
search in couniy archives. 

“His aim," Mr Marsden says, “is 


Nature notes 


ONE CURIOUS 
feature .of woods 
on the Cotswold 
escarpment is 
the proliferation 
of gooseberry 
bushes, far from 
any h uman habitation. They 
rarely flower or fruit, because 
they are usually on sunless 
sites, beneath the tree canopy; 
but their sharp spikes make 
them unmistakeable, they 
are among the earliest shrubs 
to break into teat Their 
presence is due to badgers and 


fores, both of which are partial 
to fruit Having gorged 
themselves in summer gardens 
or orchards, the scavengers, 
excrete gooseberry seeds, and 
so propagate the bushes. 


SOME TREES, suchas 
sycamores, make use of the 
wind to spread their seeds, but 
other species are inadvertently 
disseminated by wild creatures. 
Jays carry acorns away from 
oaks, and either drop them or 
hide them and forget them. 
Squirrels also bear off hazel 


nuts and beech mast some of 
which, if buried, may shoot into 
seedlings the following spring. 
The hard seeds of many berries 
pass unchanged through the 
digestive tracts of birds, and the 
tough seeds of weeds such as fat 
hen and stinging nettle ran 
survive passage through the gut 
of horse, cow or sheep. Burrs - 
the prickty seed-cases of plants 
such as goosegrass - stick to 
the coats of animals or the 
clothes of humans, and achieve 
dispersal that way. 

DUFF HART-DAVIS 


to preserve the character of anrient 
lanes,” which will not survive if 
they fofl out of use because they have 
been fenced or blocked oft His spe- 
cial interest is in the sunken tracks 
created by the passage of men, an- 
imals and carts over hundreds of 
years. On such ancient routes, he 
says, “you’re surrounded by histo- 
ry -trees which are very old, hedges 
which date back a thousand years". 

He contends that the damage to 
such lanes is “fairly light from any 
sort of vehicles”, and that “in most 
counties there is absolutely none 
from recreational vehicles”. Al- 
most all the damage that does 
occur; he maintains, is done by 
farm tractors and trailers, and by 
the 4x4 trucks of the utility com- 
panies and so on. 

Indeed, he daims that most lanes 
would positively benefit from an 
increase in recreational traffic of 
between 10- and 50-fold, and should 
be promoted as a “leisure re- 
source". Such extra use, he be- 
lieves, would help keep ancient 
routes dear and maintain their 
character He is, of course, “ab- 


solutely against any form of tres- 
pass”, but equally he has no doubt 
that; “People who want to keep the 
public away from their little hit of 
olde England -they’re the menace." 

So the argument festers. Mean- 
while, the demand for places in 
which drivers can exercise their 4x4s 
is enormous. People are happy to 
pay £25 per car for a cruise along 
Forestry Commission roads in the 
nearby Mortimer Forest, even 
though they scarcely leave hard 
surfaces. Most of these, though, 
are beginners, whose Discoveries 
and FYeelanders rarely go off 
Thrmac; and who have to consult 
their manuals before they can 
engage four-wheel drive. Mud- 
ptu^gers - the true addicts - pay £100 
a day or more for instruction in a 
really foul environment 

The difficulty is that they 
actively want what other legiti- 
mate users of the countryside most 
hate - ruts, slippery slopes, water, 
mud up to the axles; and if they find 
such amenities freely available in 
the country, they will take to the 
lanes in hordes. 
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Log Effect Bird Box 


- £8.95 each including postage & pa cking 


. . The*e superb log effect 

' bird hoses are actually 
11 made from industrial 
fibre class and made to 
® look exactly like the real 
S' thing. 

® Made to stand up to the 
harshest winters and the 
a hottest of summers, the} 

Ol are supported by a len 
year manufacturers 
A guarantee. 

It Great care has been take 
Ii| to make sure that the bin 
ai boxes are as authentic as 
hi possible, even to the 
pi point of making a 
ei wooden entrance piece, 

St just so that it can be 

i reshaped by the 

occupants, as it would be 
normally in the wild. 

Safe from weasels, 
magpies, rats, squirrels 
and cats, rhe bird box will 
soon attract nuthatch, 
blue tits, pied flycatchers, 
ml tits, blue tits, 
edstarts etc. 

Opptied with full fitting instructions, this sujkt bird box makes a 
ivciy gift for the avid bird watcher. The Bird Box is available foe just 
t.95 incp&p. 


BOW TO ORDER . HD in the coupon an] 
»*od together with cheque or penal 
onleCs. NO CASH please lo - 
THE INDEPENDENT 
BIRD BOX OFFER. 

PO Box 560Sj}inninghflin B74 4DR 
Fos ACCDKACvl OBEfBS. PUAS; PBCSVj; 

01213234481 

We deliver to ad&roes m the UK only. 
Please allow up to 2S days for iScfitwy firco 

r ec e ipt of order. Return wfehin 7 ctays for 
re road if not aan ptoc ty sethBed. Offer 
sobject lo avallsbilil). 


One of England's largest power stations cast a shadow over Miranda Seymour’s childhood. 
But now its cooling towers and monumental walls have created their own eco-system 


Please send me Bird Bones 9 

£855 each inc p&p 

I enclose e crossed cheque for£ , 
laddiem on back) made payable to: 
Indeptndeai Nw^BfrortJK) Lid INC 203 
or debit my AcccatVba account by 
(his amount My card num b er is: 


Espby Dale. 
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I TraraSPEffiEfT BIRD BOX CfFER. 

r FO 6 h jdOS, Bkmeshsai 07-1 4ER. 
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MY FATHER, a mao of quick- 
silver moods, plunged into a 
gloom that spread through the 
house like a cloak of fog when 
one of England’s biggest power 
stations was located a mfle 
from our front door True, a hill 
stood between us, but it wasn't 
exactly Everest 
Growing, it seemed as if the 
thing would cany on like the 
beanstalk afl the wqy to the sky. 
I snivelled when I saw my 
favourite bicyde path disappear 
under a mountain of coal; my 
father had his eyes fixed on the 
eight cooling towers and a 
chimney which, we heard, was 
going to be the tallest in the 
whole of Europe. 

Perspective plays wooderfkl 
tricks. The chimney reaching 
its final majestic height, poked 

its snout above the hill just far 

enough to earn the name 
“George’s Folly” from playful 
guests who hadn’t heard my 
' father on tfaesuigectPfe always 
warned tiiem. “Don’t mention 
it, "we pleaded. “Look the other 
way Pretend it isn't there.” 1 

wise visitors, taken out to i 



Power stations are landmarks of the 20th century 


realise they were on to a good 
thing and to defect, rai masse, 
to roost among the cooling tow- 
ers. Faxes, patrolling the sky- 
line, glare through the wire 
mesh fence at a hillside - the 
station side, not ours - as rich 
in rabbits as Wotership Down. 
On the riven where thousands 
of tepid gallons are belched 
back into the ’Dent every day 
the anglers crow that they’ve 
never had it so good. In the 

warm dark ponds at the base of 

the cooling towers, gigantic 
carp breed and circle in a state 
of m i nd l e ss pleasure, safe in the 


past Unto, that is, the sun went 
m and I locked round to see why. 

Lying in the shadow of the 
towers, 100 yards away there’s 
a farm and a paddock where 
Sebastopol geese, chickens, 
Aylesbury ducklings and a cou- 
ple of peacocks keep company 
with two friendly lurchers and 
a donkey. A few yards further 
on, one of the prettiest small 
churches I know keeps quiet 
guard over its alabaster mon- 
uments and effigies. You could 
be in the 17th century until you 
walk out of its wooden door, 
smack up against the station. 


i admire the estate, stared res- 
olutely in the opporite direction. 
A weA-meaning few said the 
towers were rather splendid. 
The rashest pointed to where 
the snout loomed above the 
garden and said, with horror in 
then-voices; “And what in God’s 
name is that?” 

They weren't asked back 
Noise was also to be ig- 
nored, even when the thing 
roared like a beast above the 
polite clatter of plates around j 


- our breakfast-table. Latex; 
when toy father got his sense 
of humour back, he was able to 
grin about the time he had 
called the noise monitor 
over and told him to bring 
a tape recorder. The only 
noise rerorded fa thxee excru- 
ciatingly long hours was the 
sound of two swans flapping 
their wings. 

Thirfy years on. the station 
is part of the landscape. The 
pheasants were the first to 
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Independent advice for the Independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 


fojjhe first of two articles about Jamaica, James Ferguson discovers that there’s more to the island’s cuisine than rice ’n’ peas 


A Jamaican publisher 

/m friend of mine, Ian, 

‘ / A Peering approvingly 

' f—\ 'a®: pot of 

/ ^ ooued dumplings and 

says: “This is 
food. It s not meant as a value 
judg^t-there’sno stress on the 
**“* ■ I ^ s a linguistic dari- 
firahon, because the starchy; stodgy 
tuberous bits of the Caribbean 
also sometimes known as “ground 
provisions" are simply called “food 71 
in Jamaica. These rib-sticking del- 
icacies have many names - pump- 
kin, yams, eddoes, dasheen - but to 
the untutored palate they all taste 
pretty much the same. Rather solid. 

That food and starch should be 
synonymous in this part of the world 
doesn't come entirely as a surprise. 
Jamaican cooking is calorific: to 

say the least, with the emphasis on 

frying and baking, and favoured 
ingredients that include coconut 
m3k, butter and condensed mnir A 
Ja m aican Sunday brunch would be 
considered meagre without boiled 
Jjgreen bananas, fried plantains, rice 
n' peas and - when in season - 
roasted breadfruit And those are 
just the side dishes. 

It seems that a love of stodge runs 

deep among the many different peo- 
ples who have inhabited this fertile 
island over the centuries. The 
indigenous Thinos left a taste for cas- 
sava, which remains as an ingredi- 
ent in the present-day “bammy", a 
flat, round bread. Their S panish 
tormentors introduced not only sug- 
arcane, but bananas and rice too. 
The British are responsible for 
dumplings and potatoes, while the 
Africans they shipped over into slav- 
ery introduced such heavyweight 
delicacies as “festival", a deep-fried 
cylinder of cornmeal 

But carbohydrate isn't the whole 
story. Subtle - and less than subtle 
- herbs and spices are intrinsic to 
Jamaican cooking and si milar ly 
reflect the island’s mixed cultural 
history. Curry came with 19th 
century indentured Indian labour- 
ers, while scorchingly hot chilli 
TEpbabiy reflects a Spanish love of 
hie caliente. As in all Caribbean Cre- 
ole cultures, the result of mixed Eu- 
ropean African and Asian influences 
is an intriguin g blend of tastes. 

The idea was for Ian and me to 
drive around the fafonri, sampling 
some (rf these tastes in a culinary cir- 
cuit He assured me that each of tbe 
island’s 14 parishes had a particu- 
lar delicacy and that most of them 
could be tried at the roadside (tbe 
variety and quality of “street foods" 
are a particular feature rf Jamaican 



Starchy stodgy, tuberous vegetables, like the pumpkins and yams sold in Montego Bay, are simply called “food" in J amai ca David Citmmings/Eye Ubiquitous 

Yam, bam, thanks mam 


eating, he said - turnover is quick 
and food-poisoning risks min- 
imised). AO this, moreover was to be 
done in a spirit of research: having 
already published a Jamaican cook- 
ery book, Ian was interested in a 
parish-by-parish follow-up. This was 
to be a sort rf recce. 

First, Kingston. A large, steamy, 
traffic-dogged city, with some dis- 
tinctly dodgy areas, and not really 
on the tourist map. But even so, it 
has several very good restaurants 
and a network of Tastee patty out- 
lets, which sell the ubiquitous and 
delicious Jamaican snack for about 
20 pence a time. While lingering on 
the streets after dark isn’t perhaps 
a great idea, I felt sufficiency bold 
to try some drum chicken. This is tbe 


urban version of rural jerk chicken, 
seasoned and barbecued in an oil 
drum. Billowing and pungent smoke 
leads you to these roadside vendors, 
and a parcel rf tender and spicy 
chicken pieces costs about £L50. 

Setting off eaity up towards Ocho 
Rios, we drove over the central 
mountains. After deep and dark 
river gorges and mo untainsi de 
bends, the road emerges onto a 
plateau at Moneague, where a row 
of some 30 shads awaits the peck- 
ish passerby. They compete fimsety, 
offering grilled com on the cob, 
curry goat, oxtail soup and, of 
course, jerk nhiHcpn- Jerk rhirkpn, 
is not hard to find. Every village 
seems to have a ‘jerk centre” which 
I found amusing (Ian didn’t). 


Heading west along the coast 
road, we gave tbe all- in elusive 
resorts and condominiums a wide 
berth, passing through decaying 
market towns and half-built tourist 
strips until reaching Montego Bay 
(apparently a corru^ioarf the Span- 
ish manteca, or fanD. The scruffy 
town centre seems to be in a state of 
continual gridlock, a situation which 

may gy pfain the unus ual mridwice nf 

lunacy - one eccentric woman in- 
sisted on licking our car windows. Our 
appetites duly dampened, we none 
the less managed to eat “one pot" 
bowls of red pea soup - a stew so 
thick that one pot is all you need. 

Cursing our overnight stay in 
the luxury HalfMoon Club at MoBay 
(eating bland, imported gravadlax 


and watching the Japanese guests), 
we continued hungrily along the 
road. Ian grew more cheerful as we 
neared his home parish of Hanovec 
Like all Kingston residents, he 
waxes lyrical about a fast-disap- 
pearing rural Jamaica, and I could 
see his point as we drove through 
ramshacMe-but-pretty villages, and 
plantations of coconut palms. The 
sea is always nearby at this western 
tip of the island, so it seemed like a 
good idea to fry some fish. Escov- 
eitch is the name given to the mari- 
nade of vinegar onions and hot red 
peppers into which the fried fish is 

immprypri WpII,! think that was the 
system, even though it seemed the 
wrong way around. 

• We carried on south through 


Savanna-la- Mar to the atmospher- 
ic and rather rundown town rf Blue- 
fields. It was time for another meal 
and I had a thick and delicious fish 
soup - much better I thought, than 
the bony escoveitch. We settled for 
just a few bammies and a bag of 
ackee to take back to Kingston. 

A few hours later in Mandeville. 
as if by some natural metabolic 
self-defence mechanism, I had de- 
veloped raging toothache. Despite 
that, the trip up to Boston Bay in 
Portland parish on the north-east tip 
was deemed compulsory. TVro hours 
and many potholes from Jongs ton, 
this is the home of authentic jerk 
food, the style of cooking that re- 
putedly started with the Tain os. 
Chicken or pork is marinaded in a 


mix of spices and then barbecued 
over pimento wood in a special pit 
dug in the ground. Alas. u> the midst 
of torrential rain we were the only 
tourists - or researchers - on the 
culinaryrircuitand Ian suddenly an- 
nounced that the pork was less 
than fresh. Unfortunate really, since 
1 had already eaten half of mine and 
spent the rest of the day fearfully 
awaiting retribution. It never came. 

After so much roadside suste- 
nance. I wasn't exactly hungry, but 
was keen to meet Norma Shirley, the 
queen of new Jamaican cooking 
and the inspiration behind Norma at 
the Wharihouse, near Montego Bay; 
and Red Bones in Kingston. These 
places are chic, expensive (£30-40 a 
head), and anything but stodgy. At 
Red Bones, 1 had chicken breast in 
fromage frais and champagne sauce 
on a guava coulis. And no “food". 

Norma used to be a nurse in Lon- 
don, married a doctor and once Lived 
in the posh Dulwich estate where 
Mrs Thatcher bought a house. She 
had discovered good food during 
trips to France, had worked in a 
Berkshire restaurant and moved to 
New York before returning to Jam- 
aica. She is now a star, the subject 
of TV' shows and lugne features. 

Much Jamaican food is unhealthy, 
she admits, and she caters to a small, 
discriminating clientele, using olive oil 
and herbs, but little salL Her trade- 
mark ingredients. it seems, are thyme, 
scallion and Scotch bonnet red pep- 
pers. Wherever possible, she says, she 
uses local ingredients, preferably 
from the mountainous interior near 
the town of Christiana. Not far from 
cool upland Mandeville. this is small- 
holder country and reputedly the 
best place for organic vegetables. Nor- 
ma dismisses the “waxed apple syn- 
drome" of imported American food, 
the kind of synthetic stuff that she says 
is dished out in the all-indusives. 

I ventured to ask her what her 
favourite meal might be. “Oxtail 
and stew peas" she replied 
promptly. That might noL be “food”, 
but it’s still pretty Jamaican. 

British Airways and Air Ja- 
maica fly to Kingston and Montego 
Bay. There are also a great many 
connecting flights from Miami 

Red Bones in Kingston is at 21 
Braemar Avenue (002 876 978 8262J; 
Norma at the Wharfhouse is at Read- 
ing, westofMontego Bay (001 876 979 
2745). A pood book on the island’s 
food is Enid Donaldson's ‘Real Taste 
of Jamaica’ ( fan Randle, £12.95). 

James Ferguson is the author of 
* The Traveller's History of the 
Caribbean’ (Windrush Press, £8.99 J 
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Women are sex tourists too 

Is it th e romance that women are paying for in Jamaica? Or is it a 
feeling of power that they can’t get at home? By Sue Wheat 
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THE CARIBBEAN is marketed 
as Paradise. And for many, an 
important element of Paradise 
is being adored- Many single 
white women visiting Jamaica 
will discover that there is no 
shortage of Jamaican men 
willing to earn money from 
spending time with female 
tourists. Some are paid cash, 
but more often than not their 
payment is in tbe form of 
meals, clothes, or the promise 
of a visa to the West 
A British sociologist, Jackie 
Sanchez-Tbylor from Leicester 
University has found that al- 
most half the women she ques- 
tioned in Negril Ja m ai c a, had 
had one or more sexual rela- 
tionships with a Jamaican man 
while on holiday. Their justifi- 
j^Jions were not unlike those 
'♦Side by their male counter- 
parts - that the people they have 
sex with are not like “ordinary 
prostitutes" and are less criti- 
cal than partners at home. 

“Thday, some female sex 
tourists are travelling to reaf- 
firm their femininity,” Jackie 
Sanchez-Tayior explains in her 
book. Tourism. TravdandSex. 
-Women who feel rejected by 
men in the West are ‘sweet- 
talked’ and ‘loved’ by men 

abroad, and once again find that 

they exist as sexual objects.” 
So. as Shirley Valentine 



Shirley Valentine had to go abroad to be appreciated 


demonstrated, by travelling 
across the world, it’s possible 

to be fawned over by highly de- 
sirable men. But not aD women 
are overcoming insecurities. 
Some are just looking for an un- 
pressurised good time, aren't 
they? to this case, what they get 

is power - the power to decide 
how long the relationship lasts, 
and to have a relationship with 
the type of person not normally 
available to them. 

“Where at home they might 
be stigmatised for having rela- 
tions with black men, younger 
men, ‘womanisers’, or for hav- 
ing many sexual partners," 
says Ms Sanchez-Taylon “in 
holiday resorts such as Negril, 
they are permitted to ‘con- 
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sume’ the black male, the 
younger boy, the playboy or as 
many men as they desire while 
maintainin g their reputation 
bat* home.” 

So, for once, they can expe- 
rience feeling more powerful 
than a man - and particularly 
a blade man, a person who 
they may stereo typically think 
of as “bypersexual” or “dan- 
gerous" at home. 

Bat control over a sexual 
relationship is not the main 
objective for all female sex 
tourists. Many prefer to use 
their power to affirm them- 
selves as kind, caring women. 
For example, one Canadian 
interviewee, a divorcee near 
retirement age, conducted a 


long-distance romance for 18 
months with a Jamaican “coun- 
tryxnan" 20 years her junior; 
who “lived the simple life of a 
farmer in the mountains”. She 
soit him money and brought 
gifts from Canada an d taught 
him to read, write and appre- 
ciate HaRgical music. 

“She said she didn’t want 
someone who would swamp 
her with emotional demands. 

When she visits, she spends her 

time buying him shorts and 
shirts and cooking him big 
pots of food because when she 
goes bade to Canada he eats 
very little,’" explains Ms 
Sanchez-Tayloc 
So by being the farmer’s 
“civilising” influence, the 
woman is using sex tourism to 
reassert herself 
Many tourist women find the 
idea of caring for and taming a 
“noble savage" romantic. 
“Gigolos" in Negril are quick to 

tap into tins rtomanri an d many 

claim to be “country farmers” 
who only venture into Negril 
now and then to sell products 
they have grown or made. They 
become mirrors which reflect 
tbe female sex tourist’s chosen 
image rf femininity. 

‘Tburism, Tread and Sex’, Eds 
S Clift and S Carter, is pub- 
Ushedby Pinter later this year 
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AWARDWQiNING 

CRUISE-PERRIES 


EXCELLENT 




GREtryALUE FARES 


-ICCAXTDR 
AlLOFHOtmAY 
FRANCE &S&UN 


HUGE CHOICE 
OPBOUDAYS 


20 % eArix&qokikg 

DISC^i^S^KOVER 
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IN COMFORT & STYLE 

Only our award-winning, anise-ferries capture ihat special holiday feeling. 
Relax and savour ihe marvellous French cuisine, the stylish bars and boutiques, 

One routes take you direct u> attractive holiday pons in Brittanv, Normandy 
and Spain, with fast, modern mads leading you swifilv io your destination 

And oar huge range or self-catering and self-drive holidays and breaks offer you 
all the finest pleasures of Holiday France and Spain. 


V TteEftSSdayFfeefi 


1999 Brochure range: Ferry Guide * Gite Holidays • Holiday Homes io France dr Spain 
Golf Breaks * Hotel Breaks 
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ABSOLUTELY “FULLY 
ONE GREAT LOW RATE RIGHT ACROSS 

USA Rent a Car has arrived in the UK and for a limited period only, yoCr 
low rates starting at just £ 149 FULLY INCLUSIVE per week and that rate is v 
revolutionised the USA hire market and nobody benefits more than YOU. Our rates are up to 2 
Dollar and we are the ONLY company to have one common rate right across the USA and Canada 




THE BIG DEAL - NOBODY OHMS YOU MORE: 

■ INCLUDED - AH Cars Have Air Conditioning And Automatic Transmission. 

■ INCLUDED - Unlimited FREE Mileage. 

■ INCLUDED - Collision Damage Waver (CDW). 

■ INCLUDED - State UabUity ThJM Party Insurance. 

■ INCLUDED - Excess Liability Insurance To $1 Million. 

■ INCLUDED - All State Sales Taxek 

■ INCLUDED - Ail State Surcharges. - 

■ INCLUDED - All Handling-Fe^. : y 

■ INCLUDED - Airport Imposed Fees. 

■ FREE - One Way Drops Throughout Florida And California. 

■ FREE - Exclusive USA Discount Vouchers Book Offering $1 500 Worth Of Savings 

At USA Restaurants, Attractions, Shops. Hotels And Services. 

■ FREE - £10 OFF Next Hire Voucher, . 

■ FREE - Currency Converter Worth £10. 

■ FREE - Spouse Dnver On Al USA Bookings This Month. 

■ GUARANTEED - “Never Beaten On Priced 



USA Rent a Car price pledge: We'il NEVER be beaten on price. 
If you find a lower rate we'll BEAT it. That's guaranteed. 


ALL FROM fUST £149 PER WEEK* RIGHT ACROSS 
THE USA AND CANADA. \ 


ON-AKFOKT COLLECTION RIGHT ACROSS TOE USA AMO CANADA 

Wherever and whenever you need a car - we’re there! Over. 1 000 locations avaSabfe. 

HUGE RANGE OF VEHK1ES 

Economy, compact mid foflsfee, Luxury, convertible, ntintoata, maidvans and even motorhomes - 
VWe’ve gpt the loti 




TOP QUALITY VEHICLES 

Wfe only have top quafity reoertinodd ifcdjides <?h Jleet AD air cqncfittoi^ # 

'iiikrvnuHr trancmSoilnn ‘ ■■ O'- ••• 


'automatic transrftsstpn. ‘ • 

MG DISCOUNTS ON LONGRMAL5 

Fbr lcng rentals of 4 weeks or more we can offer further great savings. 

THE LOWEST RATES ON THE MARKET - GUARANTEED! 

Our rates are dtivb^ the ccn ip ct ttk ii crazy and ffs no wonder, we’re ip to 25% tower and we'U always 
BEAT any company quotfog a lower rate. 
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and servfce^^ 


•I*. 


Separate rates apply : to NewYcfllt/Newaik/pTC 

Peak season surcharges of £20 per week applies between 
i5 July - 31 August and 20 -.27 December - 




Fax: 0171 491 7073 , flippy 
24- Hour BrochUreftrie 


atioris: 01424 S14100 
434 0844 
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H AT nCCEDCI MILLENNIUM DEALS , , _ 

R ■ 16 ■ R mF ■ Now Available - call for details i biTTi- sifk'vT-iti'Jn tTK 


' Brampton Inland 2 ^ n ' 9 '* tS 


n Penang from 


[ 7 ni 3>rt Eiston. 

■■■ m h ; Caribbean Cruise from 


£394 


South Mrico 
upto If ': discount on 
s*l*rijtd Sun City hotel* 
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flllfa— urafmnand Imtode p*»piid tawidUK Paa^igT S«tc« Qaig. wfar. appfabla. 


l| • Uneatable cErect XU face value on the worid's top sdiedded Mines 
with many regional UK departurez 

R Our Specialist Travel Consultants tatior itineraries io your exact wishes 
iPp arrange everything: lartvce, rail coach tours, hotels, adventures 
* 9 All the accommodation options: from budget stays to luxury hotels 

Al fans jnQ often m tubttci to jwbMuy. aggn conditions and locaOy p*d toe* may abo apptjr. 
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Dublin 

£55 

ItewYrat 

£149 

Delhi 

£299 

Nairafri 

cm 

Paris 

£55 

Boston 

£149 

Bangkok 

£299 

Harare* 

£239 

Amsterdam 

£55 

Washington 

£149 

Hang Kong 

£299 

Ope Town* 

£349 

Nice 

£99 

Los Angeles 

£195 

Sngapae 

£310 

Moon 

£299 

Athens 

£119 

SanFrandsco 

£195 

Caro 

£179 

to de Janeiro 

£349 


THESE FARES VALID KW SALE 8-20 FEB ONLY. EXCEPT * M3 FEB ‘99. 


IflRQUNDMWORlDTICKtTS ★ £1000 VISA IffAVEUHDNEY 
OZ EXPERIENCE PASSES - PIUS 1000s OF OTHER PRIZES 


A?: t.-- ;;jv 


EUROPE: Oin 361 6161 , WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262 . 0161 S 34 0668 (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAH HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 

ir^uJmSJVni ?DfOWJc.\l*dB« 

HliieU».l«i , 3‘V«‘i8iSno<'>i>aT^i.secf'3SSin'5Ujaa|pr* , <SiSln . ito.’inratr 
! »«»«* isftia El CUyn» •7l^aiaVW'Msie<*^FaB>Ri»tUataq^ 




STA Trnel dais agl ckifjt fgr credit card bookiagt mw.ilalrarel eg gk STA TRAVEL 


PLATINUM 


TRAVEL 


* A 


DV 


EMU RE TRAVEL A.ND FLIGHTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES • 



long h \LL 0171 957 5122 i 


ii'ASMi'Ai 


52 EARIS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6£J 
OPEN: MONDAY TQ FRIDAY 9AM-6PM. SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


m 0171 957 2654 



O 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


For ;j J Ki;i; copy »»T rlu* 

AI IO Dircclory listing ;t 1 1 mcniher 
companies, please telephone- 

0181 607 9080 


student & 
youth travel 


wwv^.usitcampus. co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


usit 

es raa 


Australia 

‘Multi-stops’ 


UtJ/JNTflS 


£569 

£659 




-»x*i 


Worldwldo 
0171 730 8111 


Europo AmeriC . 

0171 730 3402 0171 730 2101 'I 

52 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1 (opp Victoria ej 

Mpnchr>«tor 
0161 273 1721 
Birmingham 

0121 414 1846 

LTD 


Brlitot 
0117 929 2494 
Brighton 
01273 570 226 


Scotland 
0131 66S 3303 

Cnmhridfl* 

01223 324 283 


For low cost 
travel insurance call 
0800 389 3939. 


THAT TAKES CARE OF IT 
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Beware of low flying fruit 

At Mardi Gras, the Belgian town of Binche is pelted with oranges by men in padded suits. By Clare Thomson 





• : 


SA? r 


The Gilles, young men from Binche, dress up like escapees from a Wonderland emergency ward and pound the streets, acting out ancient fertility rites 


F orget sweaty specta- 
cles in Rio or pancake- 
tossing rituals in 
Pangbourne; to the 
citizens of Binche, 
Belgium’s carnival 
capital, Mardi Gras is a chance to 
paint the town red Blood-red 
And, if you visit the forma’ mining 
town in the run-tp to carnival, youU 
see shopkeepers franbcaty masking 
their windows with chicken wire. On 
Mardi Gras afternoon, youU un- 
derstand why: hundreds of men in 
padded suits and fluffy feather head- 
dresses pelt buildings and 
bystanders with blood oranges, 
gleefully smashing unprotected 
windows. 

Around 300,000 fruit are lobbed 
during a two-hour riot that leaves the 
town centre moist with pulp and al- 
though revellers may no longer hurl 
broomheads or flour at people who 
ttfiey think aren’t joining in, that 
proves to be small comfort if you hap- 

* pen to have copped a fruit flush on 

the temple. 

The bin-loving Binchois have per- 
formed similar rituals for the best 
partofa thousand years. In the 16th 
century, when the town was favoured 
by a Low Countries governor, Mary 
of Hungary, revellers across the 
Habsburg empire boasted that their 
wildest exploits were mas bravos 
que lets fiestas de Bams [the old 
name for the town]. Despite spi- 
ralling unemployment, the carnival 
r emain s as intact as the 12th-century 
ramparts that ring its centre, mak- 
ing this Belgium’s only walled city. 

Festival songs say that, come 
Camavai, young men spend their 


dear 


year's earnings in less than a week; 
in fact, the event requires year- 
long sacrifice. What with costume 
rental, society subscriptions, drink 
and insurance, the bill can come to 
over £1,000 per participant 
At the Camaval’s heart are the 
Gflles, weirdly costumed figures 
wbo stomp the streets with hypnotic 
regularity throughout Mardi Gras, 
T TpfialHnggnrifwt fer fiTfty rifps to ban- 
ish evil spirits from the winter soiL 
With be-dogged feet, straw-stuffed 
backs and bellies, bandaged heads 
and suits adorned with lions, owns 
and stars, they look like escapees 
from a kind of Vfonde rl and Accident 
& Emergency Department fbftfore 
has it that they were born 450 years 
ago, when Mary’s courtesans 
dressed as Incas to celebrate the 
conquest of Peru, but scholars say 
that the Gille is an I8th-centuzy 
street-theatre character; a cousin of 


The Binche 
Camavai begins on 
14 February and 
grinds to a halt at 
dawn on 17 February. 
For details of accommodation in 
Binche or Mods, call Binche 
tourist Office on 00 32 64 336727, 
or the Francophone part of the 
Belgian tourist office in London, 
on 0171-458 2888. 

By rail. Eurostar (0990 186136) 
offers a £89 return from London 


Harlequin who possesses ancient 
magical powers. 

R»r a Binchois, becoming a Gille 
is the highest honour imaginable. 
Veterans proudly boast that, while 
other festive traditions have been 
debased down the years, their car- 
nival remains as authentic as ever. 
That’s partly due to a sense of 
insularity of being walled in against 
the world (locals say that there are 
only two places in the world - Binche 
and abroad). It’s also down to the 
fanatical strictness with which cus- 
toms are maintained. 

To become a Gille, you must be 
male, of Belgian nationality and 
born in Binebe-or have lived there 
for five years; once you’ve attained 
the hallowed status, you must never 
wear your costume outride the ram- 
parts of Binche. Woe betide anyone 
who flouts the rules: if you’re seen 
out <rf costume, or travelling in a can 


you can be baited from CSllehood for 
life. Even the elderly or ill must slip 
into mufti before thumbing a lift 
There are a few honourable excep- 
tions: in 1943, a group of GiDes in a 
Nazi prison camp defied their op- 
pressors by parading in Carnaval 
gear made from paper and tin cans. 

Mardi Gras is the culmination of 
weeks of wild parties and a year of 
preparation. Madness mounts 
throughout the Newlfean when the 
Gibes amass in front of the onion- 
domed town hall for a marathon of 
Sunday rehearsals, shaking the cob- 
bles of the central square to-the 
ceaseless beat of drums. 

The locals shuffle behind the 
Gilles-in-waiting, inching towards 
the next tavern and another Bin- 
ehoise beer (if you need to brush up 
on the shuffle dance, try to get 
through to the bar). The Binchois 
tease any visitors in the relevant di- 


to Binche (or anywhere else in 
Belgium) via Brussels. Book a 
week in advance and stay away a 
Saturday night Far Brussels- 
Binche connections, cab Belgian 
Railways (0171-593 2332). 

By air, the main carrier to 
Belgium is Sabena (0181-780 
1222), which flies to Brussels 
from Belfast, Bi rmingham, 
Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Leeds-Bradford, Manchester 
and Newcastle. From Heathrow. 


Gatwick and Stansted, Virgin 
Express (0800 891199) offers one- 
way tickets from £39. By train, 
Binche is around one hour from 
Brussels airport. 

Binche is home to the Carnaval 
and Mask Museum (10 Rue Saint- 
Moustier, 0032 64 335741), which 
has the largest collection of 
m as ks in the world; until 18 April, 
it hosts a show devoted to Swiss 
revelry that m akes the Binchois 
celebrations look rational 


alect, ex plaining “we love a good 
laugh”. As Carnaval draws neai; it’s 
time for gala balls and the anarchic 
Night of the Troubles (“pigs") de 
NouiUes, when heavily disguised 
local wits enter bars, cafes and 
homes, poking fun at customers 
and demanding a free drink. But the 
weeks of ribaldry are only a prelude 
to the chaos that cuts loose over the 
three “fat days". 

The riot begins on Dimanche 
Gras, when men dress as women, or 
Mam’zelles, and the Gibes-to-be 
sport luxurious costumes. 
Favourites include Madame de 
Pompadour England's Elizabeth I 
and Tintin characters, but there’s 
plenty of room for topical improvi- 
sation. Monday is a chance for 
diehard ravers to get their hreath 
back, a family day when the youth 
groups of the town’s political parties 
settle their scores in confetti battles. 


NETH. 
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Charles Lenars 


But Mardi Gras is what they've 
anbeen writing foe Men are reduced 
to tears when they talk about wear- 
ing the GQles suit, while mothers 
admit to weeping with pride as their 
spotless sons leave the house before 
dawn, to return in a somewhat more 
spattered state the following morn- 
ing. Gilles drink only champagne 
throughout the day, and the bubbly 
flows from 5am as the Gilles waddle 
from house to house, collecting 
their mates and downing a fiuteftil 
at every stop. As a symbol of equal- 
ity they wear wax masks painted 
with green spectacles and curling 
ginger whiskers. 

Unless you have friends in 
Binche, you’re unfikriy to see this rit- 
ual, although in recent years tourists 
have turned up uninvited at private 
homes, with nary a bottle of Bo% for 
their hosts. Better to arrive around 
8am as hundreds of GQles converge 
on the station, a mock- Gothic 
vaulted marvel that recalls the 
town's industrial peak. 

The Carnaval kings abandon 
their masks after lunch, donning the 
feathers as the orange- throwing be- 
gins. At night, the Pierrots, Harle- 
quins and Oriental princes join the 
Gilles, juicing the ground for hours 
on end as fireworks detonate around 
them. Those with staying power 
stomp til dawn, sustained by drink 
and the never-ending drums. 

There’s only one hotel in town, so 
you’re better off staying in Brussels 
or in nearby Mods. Stagger back to 
the station at dawn as the Gibes re- 
treat in a hung over haze, and pon- 
der next year's bash - and this 
year's damage. 



SIMON CALDER 

After many delays, 
the ‘Caledonian 300' 
resisted air rage and 
just applauded 


IN A week when the phrase 
“Airtours Twelve" entered 
the travel vocabulary, 

Dennis Hill writes from his 
hotel in Goa to report a less 
celebrated but more 
heartening episode involving 
a group of people I shall dub 
“the Caledonian 300”. 

Caledonian Airways flight 
2G was due to leave Gatwick 
for Goa at 4.15pm on Friday 
last When Mr Hill arrived 
from his home at Leigh-on- 
Sea in Essex, he found the 
flight delayed because the 
inbound plane was late. 

Once the passengers were 
finally on board, a series of 
events took place which Mr 
Hib describes entertainingly: 

“No sooner were the 
passengers loaded and 
welcomed than the captain 
had the embarrassment of 
telling us to get off 
Apparently the ground 
engineers found it necessary 
to inflate the olio (whatever 
that is). With a fob load of 
fuel and passengers, the 
weight was too great for this 
to be accomplished 

“Boarding for the second 
time, the captain explained 
that because we had missed 
the departure slot, our flight 
would hang around at the 
end of the runway to be 
fitted in between the 
scheduled flights. 

“Eventually clearance 
was obtained. The TriStar 
surged down the runway, 
suddenly to be thrown into a 
dramatic emergency stop 
with brakes fulty applied and 
reverse thrust operating. 
The captain immediately 
assured us that there was 
nothing wrong with the 
aircraft, but that air traffic 
control had found us too 
near another plane and had 
ordered the TriStar to stop. 

“Now the captain had to 
break the news that the 
emergency stop at lOOmph 
caused overheating of the 
brakes and it would take 30- 
45 minutes for them to cooL 

“Sometime later the 
captain announced: T realty 
don't know whether to laugh 
or cry - the fire tender has 
got stuck in soft ground 
under the port wing and we 
now await a breakdown truck 
to tow it away.' Eventually 
the tender was removed, and 
a smooth take-off and normal 
flight to Goa ensued.” 

A recipe for air rage once 
the drinks trolley had done 
the rounds? Not a bit of it 
“The behaviour of the 
passengers was exemplary: 
no outward display of 
unease, no jeers or caustic 
comments. The applause 
that greeted our airborne 
state was supportive, not 
derisive. It made an exciting 
start to our holiday." 
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Journey to the source 
.^JOURNEY is really complete 
*«?thout a souvenir or two. So, 
rather than being an after- 
thought at the duty-free 
counter, why not make shop- 
ping the basis of your itinerary? 
Some of the world's best travel 

destinations are 

\1 V, also the sources 
>/ of the world’s 
■ L.L, . favourite prod- 
nets, so get out 
VgSwJ there and get 
~ shopping. 



THE SHOPPING FORECAST 



If you’re p lanning a visit to 
Jamaica (see page 19), it mates 
sense to explore the area that 
gives its name to Blue Moun- 
tain coffee, first produced in Ja- 
maica in 1757 and now sipped 
by wealthy caffrin e-consumers 
the world oven 

The Caribbean Islands 
Handbook (Footprint Books, 
£14.99) describes these moun- 


tains, which rise to a height of 
7,402ft at Blue Mountain Peak, 
as “one of the most spectacular 
and beautifixl parts of Jamaica". 
Teh book also gives handy ad- 
vice for anyone venturing into 
this cxxffefrprodudng area. 

Public transport is infre- 
quent so drive up past the 
Blue Mountain Inn, through 
Mavis Bank and into Hagley 


Gap. From here, the steep but 
signposted trail to Blue Moun- 
tain Peak takes three to four 
hours up and two to three 
hours down. 

The views are more worthy 
of the climb later in the day. 
Akmgtheway the lower slopes 
are covered in intensely ver- 
dant vegetation, banana plan- 
tations and, of course, coffee 


St Catherine’s Monastery & Petra 

visiting St Catherine’s Monastery and the Rose Red City of Petra 

onvenient location of the 4-sfar Cor* ? n$rfS fit»n£595 M 


T he convenient location ot the 4-ster Cor* 7 nigrfS ftOm*595 
Hilton Hotel in Nuwejba makes it f possible to 
combine the lasc.nat.ng sites of S 
Catherine's Monastery with bie rose r^ c'ty q[ 

Petra. The journey is further made possible h) foe 
direct flights from London tatoick £*52" 

Sheikh and the regular ferry services lo Aqato. 
i)ur iuumrv commences with a four-night staj at 
S SjHiI.nn Resort ?t 
our base buih tor relaxation on the Red Sea coast 
ZeZy the winter 

r-.ih Monastery and foe Coloured canyon, 

£rthV Si [0 Petra and foe Petra Forum hotel 

foirmitiic sfavamfra we will 
■rf foe sile (entrance fee not 
ontinna] visits in Little Petra and Wadi Rum. tne 

mS! o?V,d Lan-s 

On Day S drive to Aqaba lor t^ regu^ passenger 
service to Sharm cl-Shci *[y ^ m j n y wri other facilities 

* ^ rer«A fob™ Horn- ]49 {-* EJSSttSIS 


DEPARTURE DATES £ PRICES 

Thursdays 1999 - per person in twin 
February 11 . 18, 25 £595 

March 4, 11, 18. 25 £635 - April 8, 15, 22, 29 £635 
May 6, 13, 20, 27 £635 -June 3, 10,17,24 X635 
July 1,8. 15.22.29X635 

* Single room supplement £165 . 

hutataE Audits. 7 nights accommodation. bait hard Pdf*, room 
only KuwcHnl acumen* la Si Calhcrmc iCiJoiifed Canyon, [neat 
guide. ITi departure to. M jndadwfe insurance, wa procurement, 
oversea* airport taxes, entrance Feet to Petra. lips. Our current 
Conditions o) Btidang (on requesU shall apply lo ail reservabom. 

0171-616 1000 

VOYAGES JULES VERNE 

21 Dcrael Square, londan IMVV1 603 

Ta,d Pznmtmfr. Lhl uTtVHMI iiu.c« 

Internet http:/faw*.vjv.C(Mlk 
Uffi ofuces lie open t» Ichpbeor nwnalian* fro* San 
inCcm wduton & fmm 9am in Spm at (hr stcVraJi F»* pe-wul 
ration our efikr ham nit Saw lo Sjun waijm udy 


groves. Higher up, tree ferns 
and dwarf forest appear and, if 
you’re lucky, a doctor bird 
or two. This swallow-tailed 
h umming bird is Jamaica’s 
national bird and fairly common 
in the area. 

Should pH the p Hmhing make 
you thirsty you have two op- 
tions. The first is to stock up lo- 
cally: you can stopp off on your 
way back at Mavis Bank Cen- 
tral Factory (001 876 977 8528 or 
e-mail: jablum^wt jam.net). 
One of the oldest and largest 
coffee producers on the island, 
the factory sells the real Blue 
Mountain stuff for US$19 per lb 

(£11). Or you can pick up a rea- 
sonably-priced bag in the duty- 
free shop. 

If the island doesn’t feature 
in your immediate travel plans, 
nip down to the just-opened Ja- 
maica Blue Mountain Coffee 
Shop, at 18a, Maddox Street, 
London Wl (0171-4(08 2272). A 
pound of Blue Mountain coffee 
here costs £28, but if the British 
price mafeesyou wince, sitback 
and soothe your aching wallet 
with a cup of Blue Mountain En- 
ter Coffee (£L3ft) instead. This 
chic cafe is open Monday to Fri- 
day 7.30am to 7.30pm and on 
Saturdays 10am to 5pm. 

On Thursday evenings, 
when the place is open until 
10pm, you can listen to live Ja- 
maican music and dream of 
fandingyour Jamaican jaunt by 


buying up enough coffee to 
cash in on back home. The 
profit from only 15 bags of Ja- 
maican-bought coffee could bqy 
you the current £249 return 
charter fare to Montego Bay 
with Jetiine (0171-360 1111). 

Gadget: of the week 

IF YOU want to arrive at your 
destination looking fresh-faced 
and ready to rumble your way 
through the urban jungle, help 
is attend in a little 50ml tube. 

One of the main 
culprits in disem- 
* "'JT-j barking from an 
.-.*j aeroplane looking 
puffy-faced and pal- 
-£-3r lid is often not the 
- lack of sleep, free 
booze or even un- 
w scheduled diver- 
sions. Pressurised cabin air 
can be extremely drying -par- 
ticularly on skin that’s already 
had to deal with the impact of 
sun, sand and too many happy- 
hour cocktails. 

So, next time you pack your 
suitcase, forget the bottle of 
baby o2 and stock up instead on 
SkyHydra, a new moisturiser 
designed for use on long-haul 
flights. Available duty free 
(£14-95) at many British air- 
ports, or by mail order (£18.95 
With duty) on 01634 226203, i 
moisturising ingredients in- j 
elude pro-vitamin B5, vitamin 
E, coconut oil, calendula and 
aloe vera and it is light enough 
to use everyday - even if you're j 
not a daily jet-setter I 

rhiannon Batten i 


Just 2 1/2 hours from London 
and 2 hours 'from Glasgow 

' r. 
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§P^ " Amazing 

Iceland 

....and a friendly smile ! 

Iceland is a spectacular destination for an 
unforgettable holiday, a country of scenery 
that leaves you breathless, green valleys, 
blue mountains, thundering waterfalls, 
erupting geysers, dormant volcanoes, 
majestic glaciers, dean refreshing air and 
friendly people. 

For details of tour operators and an information pack call 
file 24-hour Brocfaurrlinr on 0181 25S7373. 




ICELANDAIR 


Icelandic 

Tourist 

Board 


wehshr www.irriaralalrxank 
e-mail kmdonwicclaiidaiLis 
rwenation:0'l7i sbb 5599 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


BROCHURES ’99, OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




CORSICAN PLACES 
We spedaflse m Corsica 
lovely villas with pods, 
cottages by the sea, 
medieval village houses, 
carefully selected hotels. 
Vfejy friendly personal 
service. 

Teh 01424 460046 

Fax: 01424 460033 

wwwicoreica. co. uk 

ATOL ATTO 

2647 © 


Tkf Tirnt Club of Upmtotifo 

Good quality, 
good value villas 


Also small 
/amity-run hotels. 
Personal Service, 
Regional fHgbts. 

Call 01708 225000 for your 1999 holiday 

ATOL 172 ABUV1U0 ATTO FID 


CATHERINE 

SECKER 

(Crete) 

Enormously proud of its 
long standing reputation 
a small well established 
family business boasting 
only a handful of 
immaculate self-catering 
properties dose to the i 
sea in North West Crete! 
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Ifacte i tt 

•SfacUdfa* W tfnwCT since 1974. 

Del: 0181 84*4748 <* w 

abt* v6Jra Arto Arot so# (sorrm int salss jodj. 



CANARY ISLANDS 

Paradores, Country houses 
and hotels in ‘umfisocmracf 
Spain, Majorca and 
Canaries. 

Qtybreaks, Flytfrivo, and 
tacnle TOlor-mods options, 
Plus Portugal and Hotels. 
For a frvo brochure caffc I 

0171 828 6021 I 
or 0161 848 8880 
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holidays for those who 
expect privacy, 
comfort, panmxri 
service and boaotIM 
sarroandlitgs. Oar 
brodiare f w ta r e s the 
mora anhanM and 
_ancrowded Qnck 
(^) Island r etr ea ts. 

TW: 0181 568 6838 

ABTAV395S ATOL M8 ATTO - 
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Nine great 
Mediterranean 
Beach Clubs 
andfctouJous new 
Caribbean Chfo. 

Free cAighysafing, 
windsurfing, yachting, 
tennis and Kid's Clubs 
pius w ateraMnq. 

Caribbean ftam £645 
Med from £445 

'CalSunstd 
01705 222 222 
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AH (jertakr-andc 


A AH backed by oar pledge 


I never to be beaten on pike. 

\ WriVTM 

CADOGAN HOLIDAYS 

Yolnl Ben Sgwdalbl Stott Had loar Operator 1997- 1998* 1999 


2*H;\ BRC’CcillKi. ilC'TilNL 


moy a tafkir-ratede padrae jbt Oii 
limny of ieraey's finest nutria, , 
indodoigi scheduled flight fiom 
your local airport, or by sea on a 
Condor high-speed car ferry 
AH backed by onr pledge 
newer to be beaten on price, 


24HR nROtiHURV. HOP Hi 


COLOURS 
or INDIA 

ExdiisavCy craotof journeys 
to tfte subcontinent by 
Ratnerstiip Travel Ltd. 
Bendas and BaAmtas. 
C ffn** muf Culture, 
Temples onif Towns. 

T& 0181 343 3446 

CbH Hmm, A«£a Awne, 
bnfesNJZQ, 

ATOL 5136 (3? 


To receive u 



Planning a summer holiday 
to Malta or Gozo? 

if the answer is yes, gi ve Mal ta Direct Travel 
a caH on 0181 785 3233 or brochure 
mpn freephone 0800 181 374. 

Prices start from £185 per adult 
and FRETchfid places are 
available. Flight only from £125. 
Earty saver discounts of up to £40 
on selected properties are also 
offered and departures are 
available from 10 aiiports. 
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raflor-mode 
hoBcJoysand 
private cor toura 
in the Indian 
subcontinent 
Indo-CNna 
Persia and 
Central Asia. 
Exeiustue beach 
holidays and 
river cruises toa 

Brochure from 01572 8213 
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Wake up to WMia ” a5hed lmsa% brightly 
the real Greece. cotou1ctl boats - and 

warm smBes - the Greece of 
your drears is sSi a reaSty. 



Phone now for a free bmchore. 

0181 785 1234 
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Spring flowers, 

Pff«riitalriqg 

views and empty 
beaches. 

Discover Western 
(m) Crete from 
sdf-catering village ^0181 7600879 
booses and farms bdb@parc<retexon 

ATOL 2757 ATTO GREEN GLOBE 


Small group 
holidays off the 
beaten track . • 
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departures nviiihiNv. 
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Forthcoming 

Features 

Greece Sunday 14th Feb 
France Sat/Sunday 27/23th Feb 
Cornwall Sunday 14th March 
Spain Sat 2Gtn March 
Lake District Sat 27th March 
Turkey Sat 17th April 


On the 27/28 February 1999 
The Independent and 
The Independent on Sunday 

will be publishing 2 n editorial feature, 
focusing on France. 

To book your advertismenc or 
brochure pane! please call 
the Travel Team on 
0171 293 2335/2327. 
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0800 30 86 99 
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Okavango 

^OUlS^gAFARB 

Simply the best for 
tailored holidays in: 
BOTSWANA ZAMBIA, MALAWI, 
NAMIBIA, ZIMBABWE, SOUTH 
AFRICA, TANZANIA, INDIAN OCEAN 
ISLANDS, MADAGASCAR, UGANDA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 

See oar website http^/wwwotanBmgo.rom 
emalb iBfo@ok>«*ugo-cota 
/4B& Gadd House, Arcadia Avenue 

T? London N3 2D 



EXPLORE ASIA WITH 


l naff: Cyric 


Wales 


Great Breaks 
in North Wales 

North Wales has 
everything you could 
want - beautiful 
scenery, history, culture 
and an exciting range 
of attractions and 
accommodation. 
Send for yonr FREE 
Great Breaks Brochure 
now or phone (5 
0800 214014 
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minfaxuL 

Farmhouse Holidays -V 
Sett-Catering Cottages .ktim 
Caravan Touring ‘rfraMj 

Hose reding IBfljIff 

Rshlng Hofidays 
Golfing Hoidays 
Short Breaks 
Coach "tars 

xraLasaa cotour bnxhur 


nmrh -rhm Phone now forou- new 1999 

xroLaraa cotour brochure . 

01517345200 

Mafriaw opa ttCBMltoai traafca 



The highest 
quality escorted 
walking holidays 
in Europe 

01865 315665 


ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL GROUP 
69-" 1 Banburv Road, Oxfonl t »XJ nPK 

MOL 39IB 


Tapestry 

Holidays 

TupL“Mrv I!ii1kL»> Ulu- 
great pride w pnmdutu 
a:>pecalBt. ktu«* WoraWi 
and petv.mjLM.Nl M-nut 
We offer a w.ak- \aneti 
of cuaMjl and speud 
mutest holidayv in the 
“Real Tbriev" Pk'JM.- 
fcel ndunne tu c.dl far , 
a copy ot our tumni — 
brochure and 4ni (a] 
relevant special offtrs>^ 

0181 235 7888 
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SPRING IN ORKNEY 

Visit Orkney this Spring and 
sample the ddkjhts of these 70 
islands at then- best 

’'foil’ll find a wide choice of 
accommodation, wonderful food 
and an abundance of vritdGfe in 
some of the most beautiful 
landscapes. 

Above all you'll find a warm 
Orcadian welcome. 

CaB 01856 872856 

for a copy of aui /Zf 

1999 brochure. <C. 


NORTHUMBRIA 
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cojnfortoble hotels with 
Wolf or fun board. Rights 
and leadership included. 

Phone (») 

01753 691404 

(Mhour*) tor brochure 

RIXXaM 




A land of magnificent beadhes. 
castks and countTOsJe. 
Discuvur Hadrian's Wall, 
Durham Cathedral and 
Beamish Museum. Explore 
exddng dues for shopping and 
culture. FREE Northumbria 
Tourist Board Guide. 

Telephone: 

0990 502 230^41^ 

quote rc£ Ib'ft (5) 


AH xmjt tador^nadc avnml-wtnnine 
Indurk adredolol ffigfiu, 
Bez9deduraxio««nd dre very 
GuCst hotel accommodation. 

All b acked by our pledge 
oewerto be beaten on pricc./=? 
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ONTARIO 




Ontario. Far from still life photography. 
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Ontario. The perfect Neod of adiotFjHcked, sfyfeh dtics tbe start of the longest street in the world. The lively tides size of Wales, in £ 10 , tfaere^ so modi more to discov 

and remarkable naluraJ wonders, fi is a hod of s mrnilng giro way to breaduakiiig countryside, saranrng bakes and h Potato. youH Amm afiv^mtrin gi^rin Wg^rin 

comrasts. Tt»ooto, full of vitality, culture and history, is the awe-inspiring spedades of Niagara Falls and tbe capfore more of its many and varied wonders, 

borne to iheworid’s tallest bnikliiic - the CN Tower - and Akooqi:',la ?nritodai Park - a nature reserve ahnost the 
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TRAVEUIIP HOLIDAYS 


For more hubneatioa, or to 
speak to someone who has 
actnalty travdled In OoferiocaQ 

0990 434 434 

Quote re£ fSl 

Onimio 

www.ontatto.co.uk 


N^ENQuUiOWklasetocaJwiof 
perooua iy Mlacted froomom mb 
reaortB on Capa cod amf in VOr- 
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00210 W 01296271900 
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A high point 

of the Alps 

A favourite with the elite, Gcumisch-Partenldrchen is 
still to be discovered by the masses. By Stephen Wood 

I t was the Nazis who 

Garmisch-ParteuMrchen a 
big name in the skiing 
world There had been ski- 
ing and ski-jumping in the 

area around thf* Zuoerritva a . ,■ t. . rv. — 
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I t was the Nazis who mn ^ 
Gannisch-Parteukirdien a 
big name in the skiing 
world There had been ski- 
ing and ski-jumping in the 
area around the Zugspitze, 
Germany’s highest mo untain, sWm 
the beginning of the century; but it 
was the decision to hold the 1936 
TOnl^Otympics there that made the 
resort’s name - Hitler ordered that 
the neighbouring Bavarian villages 
of Garmisch and Fartenkirchen 
IP should be joined together; with a 
hyphen, to organise the games - and 
led to the creation of many of its 
winter-sports facilities. 

The U-shaped arena at the bot- 
tom of the ski-jumps survives in its 
original form, the grandstands not 
quite tall enough to be truly tri- 
umphant but none the less heroic in 
their fascist detailing. The huge ice 
rink remains, too, although it has 
been extensively remodelled 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen's skiing 
reputation lives on thanks to its an- 
nual staging of a blue-riband event 
in the World Cup racing series. And 
the resort has become a member of 
the elite Best of the Alps association, 
grouping it with such posh places as 
Cortina, Davos and St Moritz. 

Yet Garmisch-Partenkirchen - 
to save ink, let’s call it GP - has not 
caught on with British skiers. 
Whereas in other established 
European resorts one would ex- 
pect to see Britons first or second 
in the list of visitor nationalities, fa 
GP we fell far behind the top two, the 




niqnes. The advanced dogs endured 
their obvious embarrassment at 
being wrapped around the handlers’ 


greater shame of bring carried in a 
bright-pink contraptkm somewhere 
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us I am aware, the only British tour 
operator offering ski packages there, 
in a couple of pages of its standard 
brochure, is the Leicester-based 
German specialist, Moswin Tours. 

With the advent of Go’s £80 Stanst- 
ed-Munich return flights, howeveq 
it’s easy and cheap enough to go ski- 
ing in GP without the help of a tour 

operator Regular trains fitim the air- 
port go into Munich's main station, 
from which there is an hourly service - 
to GP (the journey takes about 80 
minutes). And right alongside GFs 
main station is toe terminus of the 
Zugspitzbahn, a mountain railway 


running almost to toe peak. The 
weekend before last, I set off for a 
couple of days’ skiing there. 

The P part of the resort, 
Partenkirchen, lay on the old coach- 
ing route south from Munich across 
toe Alps to Austria and Italy. On the 
eastern side of the valley through 
which it passed is a mountain - and 
small ski area -called Wank {which 
doesn’t amuse the Germans, but 
gave me some solitary pleasure); to 
the south-west is the range which 
cfimbs towards toe 2£28m Alpspitze, 
whose vast east-facing snow slope 

rfnminatAR the Skyline, and Up fn the 

2,964m Zugspitze peak. 

Having arrived late on Friday I 
spent Saturday on toe larger of 
GP's two separate main ski areas, 
which runs off toe side of the Alp- 
spitze. Served by three cable-cars, 
all dose to stations on toe Zug- 
spitzbahn, it is dominated by red 
runs, either wide and easy pitches 
below the lifts or pistes whidi sweep 
down through the forest The best 
of toe descents, however; is a black, 
the Kandahar piste used for toe an- 
nual World Cup downhill race. 

Although toe descents - especially 
theKaTM fahnr-TOprp great fon, ft was 
the wrong weekend to ski the wider 
pitches, what with a “children ski 
free” promotion and the German 
pharmacists’ annual slrimg nham- 
pionship. Dodging chemists and 
kids, I headed up to toe top ofthe ski 
area to find a fer more entertaining 
hazard: dogs. An avalanche rescue 
team was introducing its trainee 


I talked to one of the handlers 
after he had been knocked off the lift 
by a squirming young pup. The 
drag-lift training was, he said, “very 
diffi cult". For him or the dogs? 
“Both,” he replied, in a tired voice. 

For Sunday’s skiing I took toe 
early train to the Zugspitze. a did akk 
about toe coincidence - Zugspitze 
translates as ‘Ttain Peak” -and was 
told that it was no more than that) 
The train rattles along toe valley at 
a good speed; but to get a grip on the 
steep part it engages a cog wheel 
with a sort of metal ladder set be- 
tween the rails, and grinds its way 
slowly up toe 1400m ascent The 
whole laborious commuter trip - of 
37km - took 80 minutes, almost as 
long as toe Stansted-Munich flight 

The ski area on the Zugspifcre glac- 
ier superb views But it is smalt 

even a languid skier would cover it 
in toe time taken for a return jour- 
ney oc the ZugspifcdialiiL And the ski- 
ing is all easy red runs and wril-used 
affpisfce slopes -with one notable ex- 
ception- Although Ido not suffa - from 
vertigo, I had some of the symptoms 
on toe area’s one rickety chair-lift 
hanging off a rockfece with Austria, 
just across the border spread out 
below; and I felt toe others when it 
(hopped me at the end of a ridge, with 
steep descents on three sides. The 
black run off the ridge is also heart 
in-mouth stuff at the top; but after a 
steep and narrow runway it turns 
into a wide mogul pitch which is 
amusing rather than threatening; 

There are other compensations 
for the long train journey. A swift 
cahle-car (crowded, on my trip, with 
sightseers from Japan, for whom the 
Zugspitzbahn station signs appear 
thoughtfully in Japanese script) 
takesyou up to the Zugspitze peak, 
whose block-house tourist centre's 
attractions include a panoramic 
viewing gallery an excellent restan- 



Lithograph poster from 1936 advertising the Olympics 


rant and, curiously an art gallery. Bfs 
hard to imagine what could compete 
with the view from the windows; cer- 
tainly, the four blue Perspex blocks 
installed by Rani Horn couldn’t 
Still, it was an experience: I have 
never dumped around anart gallery 
in ski boots before. 

An art form indigenous to GEJ of 
frescos painted an building facades, 
was fer more diverting. I spent 
most of my non - skiin g time wan- 
dering around the resort-admiring 
biblical scenes and architectural 
flourishes (fete windows with wist- 
ful women looking out are popular). 


Even modern suburban homes have 
the odd knight on horseback bright- 
ening up side walls, and I spotted ^ 
house on which a superb trompe- 
I'oeU facade showed workmen fin- 
ishing off its construction, with a 
madonna and child on top of the scaf- 
folding apparently supervising the 
plasterers and hod-carriers. 

That alone was worth the trip. I 
understand now, however; wiry ski- 
tour operators don’t offer GP in 
their brochures: with such a limit- 
ed ski area, it wouldn't provide a 
week’s entertainment - except' for 
those who share my newerdhusiasm 


Christie’s, South Kensington 

for lufihnalerei (literally, “outside 
painting”). But for a weekend’s ski- 
ing, it’s perfect 

Stephen Wood paid £80 jbr a flight 
to Munich with Go (0845 60 54321). 

The tram to the resort costs DM72 
(£26). A one-day ska-pass for off 
GarmisdirP(xrtevkirchen areas ex- 
cept toe Zugspitze costs DM82 (£29), 
for the Zugspitze DM61 (£22, in- 
cluding tram ticket). Fbr Moswin 
Tburs, call 0116-271 9922. A sale qf 
vintage ski posters, sudi as the one 
pictured here, takes place at 
Christie's (0171-581 7611) on 25 Fib 


SOMETHING 
TO DECLARE 

news From The 
travel world 

True or False? 

Norfolk, Virginia, has two 
intematioiwl airports 
Due. As with many 
American cities, toe home of 
the US Navy enjoys the 
choice of two airports; 
Norfolk International, a six- 
mile drive north-east from 
the city centre (for which the 
airport shuttle bus will 
charge $13), and Patrick 
Kelly International, 12 miles 
north. The former is usually 
used for diversions of 
international flights. 

Other cities where you 
may be surprised to find not 
one but two airports include 
Houston (Intercontinental 
and Hobby). Dallas <DFW 
and Love Field) and Chicago 
tO’Hare and Midway). Your 
problems get worse if you 
are trying to find the right 
airport in New \brk (three) 
and Los Angeles (sixt. 

One thing that all these 
airports have in common is 
that, in accordance with 
Federal Aviation 
Administration rules, 
boarding an aircraft while 
under the influence or 
alcohol is not permitted. 

Bargain of Che week 

Montego Bay, Jamaica 
Airtours I0i706 232324 ) is 
selling a last-minute deal 
departing from Gatwick at 
925am tomorrow. Seven 
nights at the fully inclusive 
Sunset beach resort costs 
£748. The charter flight is 
due to arrive in Montego 
Bay at 2.50pm. according to 
the normal flight plan. 

Trouble spot: Jamaica 

Latest Foreign Office advice 
Most visitors enjoy trouble- 
free holidays at resorts. 
Vigilance is still advisable 
outside the safety of your 
hotel. Be alert for bag- 
snatchers and pickpockets. 
Do not cany valuables, large 
amounts of cash or travel 
documents unnecessarily. 
Visitors are advised against 
walking at night or using 
public transport Exercise 
caution when walking in 
isolated areas even in 
daylight hours. Do not offer 
resistance in the event of an 
attempted robbery. 


One woman and her dogs 

£ Christine Campbell travelled across the frozen Canadian wilderness by the same means 
as the first pioneers - with snow-shoes, skis and a team of badly behaved huskies 



“WHOA, KAWN1S! Whoa, Pac- 
quin!” Our instructor had said: 
“Control of the dogs is by 
voice." My team of four Siber- 
ian huskies, however, hurtled 
along a path of their own, obliv- 
ious to every command. We 
were at the end of a 15km dog- 
sledding trek, and our guide 
Chris, in the sled directly ahead 
of mine, was taking the short- 
est route diagonally across an 
open clearing back to the ken- 
nels. My dogs were having 
none of it. With one mind they 


swerved left, and joyfully pro- 
ceeded to ran the full sweep of 
toe dealing-followed by all the 
other teams. 

The “Footsteps of the Pio- 
neers” trg> was designed to give 
a taste of the Canadian winter 
outdoors, and this was a mo- 
ment of foU-velocity pleasure at 
toe end of a toree^ity excursion 
into toe Algonquin wilderness. 

Five erf us had left a very wet 
Toronto two days previou^y for 
the four-hour drive north. The 
plan was to follow in toe snowy 


footsteps of northern native 
peoples, using techniques 
adopted by early European set- 
tlers. In the warmth ofthe van, 
Angie, our driver; described 
the activities planned lor each 

day. snow-shoeing, cross-coun- 
try skiing and dog-sledding 
We turned off the mam road 
for the last 10km erf our journey; 
driving over snow and ice-cov- 
ered dirtrtracks to the cabin 
which would be our base. This 
was sufficiently off the beaten 
track to be without electricity; 
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0800 SSI 881 
quote special reference 
INT242. 

Alternatively complete the 
coupon and return it to: 
Independent Animal 

Holiday Insurance 

Offer, FREEPOST, 
General Accident, 
Glasgow G64 1BR. 

Flense send me further ^ 
information on the ^ 
Independent Annual 
Travel Insurance* 
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so there was no hot water; all 
lighting was by kerosene and 
paraffin lamps, and water was 
pumped up from the lake 
through holes in the ice. But 
wood-burning stoves and the 
kitchen range made it ideal for 
defrosting after the activities 
Angie and her partner in cold, 
Scott had in store for us. 

The first day we snow-shoed. 
Made of ash and often laced 
with moose hide, the shoes 
allow you to walk on soft snow 
without sinking; it took a few 
minutes of awkward shuffling 
and tripping over to get used to 
them, but we soon established 
a rhythm and headed into the 
woods north of the lodge. A 
swathe of boreal forest tra- 
verses Ontario and is home to 
an abundance of animals 

At first our laughter must 
have warned the wiMBfe off; but 
soon we were alenced by the 
stillness and beauty of (he for- 
est and snow-shoed quietly 
through the fresh snow-thigb- 
deep in places - for several 
miles. Approaching a beaver 
dam in the evening darkness, we 
heard the splash of a beaver by 

toe riverbank, and found a six- 
foot pine tree lying across the 
path: it had obviously just been 
gnawed down and was being 
dragged to the dam. When we 


job had bed completed. 

The third day’s dog-sled- 
ding was the highlight of the 
trip. Leaving ear& we drove to 
Raven’s ^ Vfetdt a 7lKdog kennel 
The noise was deafening. The 
dogs were already in teams of 
four; harnessed in ganglmes, 
and desperate to run. These 
were Siberian huskies, grace- 
fill and intelligent dogs with 


erect ears and a dense, soft 
coat One person per sled, four 
dogs per person, with a guide 
in front and behind us. 

The first few minutes were 
dizzyingly fast, and in the 
adrenalin rush I clung on 
tightly and tried to remember 
any ofwhatTd just been taught 
At this point the dogs were 
merely intent on catdiing up 
with the team in front allowing 
me time to remember to keep 
breathing, and find a comfort- 
able position on toe runners. 

We spent an exhilarating ; 
few hours mushing along snow- 
covered trails, gaming confi- 
dence in commanding our 
teams as we took corners with 
a cry of “gee” or “haw”. Going | 
uphill we jumped off and ran ; 
with toe sled in order to relieve , 
the weight for the dogs, then a 
few seconds later we were back 
on board, hnnehed down on the 
brake and trying to slow down 
so that the same sled wouldn't 
catch the hind legs of the dogs 
as we sped downhilL 

On toe last evening, we took 
a moonlit trip out to an island 
near the centre of the frozen 
fake, some on skis, some on 
snowshoes. An almost full 
moon in a cloudless and starry 
sky reflected off the snow, and 
I stayed outside long after toe 
others had gone back listening 
to the water flowing from toe 
beaver dam a mile or so away, 
and watching the moon sink 
below the treeline. 

Christine CamfbeUpcridC$395 
(£160) for die tivme-day trip, 
including food, accommoda- 
tion and travel from Toronto, 
through Voyager Quest ( 001 
4164863605) 


SKI HOTLINE 


Derailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 

Rrst. obtain Che access code for 
the resort of your choice. 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

For a fox copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A deoiled four-page summary of 
conditions in 1 60 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 SOI 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 | 

Calls to 0901 cost GOp per min. 0906 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Last Temp Forecast 

open Lint Upr snow 

ANDORRA 

Arinsal 10O% Upper runs best 100 130 2B.1 -BC Unsettled 

AUSTRIA 

Schladmlng ..99% Packed powder 50 100 29.1 -2C Chngbie 

Hoctigurgl ..100% Packed powder 45 235 4.2 -2C Unsertled 

CANADA 

Jasper 99% Packed powder 90 95 1 .2 -20C Brt spells 

FRANCE 

Chamonix J95% Powdery surface 100 220 5.2 -15C Variable 

Deux AJpes ..90% Gd at all levels 90 240 29.1 -3C Bright 

ITAUT 

Cesana „.70% Better cover AO 70 30.1 -3C Chngwe 

NORWAY 

Voss — 90% Good conditions 50 110 24. 1 -3C Cloudy 

SCOTLAND 

Glencoe 0% Snow drifting 30 AO A.2 -1C Snw. wmd 

SWITZERLAND 

St Moritz ....100% Gd skling/brding 50 100 29.1 -5C Chngbie 

UNITED STATES 

Squaw Vbitey.. 90% Flesh powder I ID 310 1.2 1C Cloudy 

Information supplied by S hi Hotline 

cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU*RE COVERED 

WwwMddHMSUOia The report ad 


6, - Sr-..i 


Sun-soaked accommodation 
with en-suite rain forest 

(jch and fertile Costa Uca provides not only the typfcai pursota expected In a Caribbean aad Pacific 
locafioo but Us* natural puonaaa of white-water rims, volcanoes and rain forests teembig wkfa wQdfife 
provide a tflwdty of tropical splendour unequalled across the globe. 


Hun iipnrinT P»-C ^ ****• 


| SEND TO: Independent 
2 Annual Holiday Insurance 
J Offer, FREEPOST, 

* General Accident, Glasgow 

J G641BR. 

I noannainifmitanittwisfato 

| M nwawfwmeBwIrwn uwwia 
_ tvnewvBHsaipiawdv na 
nwemi Newspaper Pn£*m»ia i* 
IragUBnaaEmmubiSoaesr. Wise 

I J 


The win ni ng LotOoAfd nwnfMn for dr«W 4th 'Februaiy 1999 ere: 

lie 2nd . . 3 rL 4th 5th ' 


75* of iS pmeaadt fromlnttoAkl ps tSreair In fund AakmAhft 
fl^agdnetwoild pmercy. 


71a 7 t%hc rotr uiioda some of die 
flow tremres on Casa RJaV Cirtheai 
Coast 

Day I. Rf halt LmdoftwSr Jo* wfcfi 
BrttahAirwjjfi. 

2. Visit Bnufio Canto NafanalPark. 
ride the aerial ran through die forst 
canopy Oms Puerto Viejo on the 
Carftbean mast Say « the Puna Cades 
Hotel fer die nett 3 (fays. 

Day 3. A day a bare m relax or explore. 


Day 4 Atar braifasc, visit the Gantfcxa 
Manzanfflo VVMfe Refuge and die 
higenow Peoples Reserve. Roum to the 
hood for tfimec 

Day 5. UarnfarPuenoAiQabrannic 
ride od die Tortii^iaro Carat 

Day 6. Vj« the Tom^no Nadonal Park 
and see one of the most fenporsiK nesting 

HRVBoncO 

S95MMS 

A World of Experience 


| pounds far die Green Sea Turtle m the 
H western Carfabcm. 

Day 7. After breakfast return by boot to 
Puerto Astua. Lunch m Guacrn then onto 
San Jose and your hotel 

Day 8. Transfer to the airport far your 
return S^ht to the UL 

For rnseratitHK and mum kifarmadoa 
esifc 0181 2227844, 
e-maftrel Q I m t * i« r iL cwn 
or contact your tiwelageflL 








24/TRAVEL 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ThkeOff 


'Rake Off 


OVERSEAS 


Hake Off 


TakeOff 


THE WEEKEND REVIjW 

Thf 6 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Tike Off 


WORLDWIDE TAILOR MADE 


HOTELS 


CAR HIRE 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 


TOURS 


C R U I 5 E S 
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| CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 

M0WBM1. 
NUMB HUB 

SYDNEY 

otawnr hum 
ROM 

£308 £545 

NEW YORK 

awwr HUM 

mui 

£122 £165 

CARIBBEAN 

eWWHUIN 

MOM 

£265 £265 

PERTH 

£306 £449 

BOSTON 

£135 £165 

MEXICO CITY 

£258 £351 

AUCKLAND 

£306 £532 

WASHINGTON 

£135 £170 

RIO 

£323 £417 

BANGKOK 

£218 £361 

CHICAGO 

£122 £183 

JO'BURG 

£231 £301 

HONG KONG 

£287 £355 

FLORIDA 

£155 £188 

CAPETOWN 

£231 £339 

SINGAPORE 

£251 £362 

LOS ANGELES 

cw £224 

NAIROBI 

£247 £285 

BALI 

£279 £383 

SAN FRANCISCO £222 £222 

DUBAI 

£182 £239 

TOKYO 

£260 £444 

TORONTO 

£153 £153 

CAIRO 

£143 £195 

INDIA 

£212 £369 

VANCOUVER 

£200 £200 

AROUND THE WORLD £707 

plus Discounted quality accommodation per room per night from | 


TRAILFINDBRS& 



AUSTRALIA £29 ■ USA £34 • AFRICA £39 ■ PACIFIC £46 ■ ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILORMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


LOWEST FARES TO AUSTRALIA 
ON QUALITY SCHEDULED AIRLINES 
FROM £449 RETURN 

FOR DEPARTURES NOW - 30 JUNE 

PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

NO INSURANCE FEE FOF: FOIL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


:c.wonwB 4« 

arm ■ ionoHAULTHAVIL: M 7l-NtUM 

Mk w K ensington ^ 

■ X. lAWOWUlLTRAVn: 0171-9SRRWR 

rest 9 . tumnss <**&’■ owi-ww* 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS _ 

22.U THE MM CM -?** » " u ttViittuM AM 

MUWIDI TSAVIU MH4M 13M 




USA from 

£174 PP 

with US Airways 

PLUS £30 OFF" 

Car Hire, Hotels or Insurance 


a £30 PER BOOKING BASED ON 
2 ADULTS TRAVELLING TOGETHER 
Daporhiro to 20 March 99 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


CAR HIRE - INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9ara-9pm, Sat 9aro-5.30pm, Sun lOurt-L^Opm 

WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Return prim wtft omr anna 
Inducting prepaid ai rpor t taxes franc 
Pa* £449 Dubai £235 

Sydnay £444 D*B» £3TO 

Au cUaad £520* Cfccago £577 

BcogfaA £352 OU o £1*7 

Hong Kong £350 Lai Aagtim £223 

fciyo £333 Sanfranaboa £223 

%pa» £364 Toronto £162 

Johonnojfavtg £299 Rio do Janobc £409 

CopMown £349 ftW TI* VVbiJ C6IU 

'D*ml24r-XJm99. 

■ DapanU/0* 23/9WW.«m 


■ U Gm M. AIM njO*. Ad 0005 


LOW 

COST ANNUAL 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 


Ammi Wiiwhit - 


39 


Aberdeen, Edinburgh 
Glasgow, Manchester 
a Newcastle 



Amsterdam, Brussels 
Paris 


99 


Diisseldorf, Milan 
Oslo, Rome 

110 

rtn 

Frankfurt 

C; ji0990 074 074, 

contact your local travel, agent 
or set Teletext page 373: 





referential 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Comprehensive Annual Multi-trip Cover trom £45 

01702 423 393 


M ab tmf t» ■sftndftwanM CarWa 


Skiing Holidays 


Dont risk it without 
American Express 
year round travel cover. 

0800 700 737 Srr 


LmniKc 

Sorias 




City Breaks 


eurotours 

'the short-breaks specialist : <• .< r c , s t , 


BRUSSELS HILTON S' £139 pp 

BRUSSELS VALENTINES 5* £199 pp 

GHENT 3* £189 pp 

BRUGES V €179 pp 

ANTWERP 3* £169 pp 

ML PUCES ARE BASED CM 2 MOOTS ACCOHKXMnOM 

0181 289 8889 n 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEN2ENAND SOUTH AJBKA 
CARBBEM FAR EAST 
■ MULE EAST AFRCA 


TRRIFTWAT 
1® TRAVEL 19 

W0171 490 1400™ 


NEXUS TRAVEL 



rTOI 273 626242 

r — ■ ns? o 7 n o ■.< 


Don't pay too much for 
your travel insurance 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 



0171-375 OOi?, 

^COLUMBUS, 

Who lets you 
take as many 
holidays as 
you hke... 



MOT OR AIL 





SCN5C3 0NA 
WEB<046«MnrAW 
maxiMNr toursof 

WITH TW PERSON WHO 

MiAre most to - nau. 
a complmmimv same 
Of guHur AT sueted 
hotels over 
UMAnnefevrsiENa 
BE INSPIRED— 

0181 987 6108 

wwwAknpiy-tWfALcpm 

4 IITAVIH 7 


Coffee and crolrse 

from just £79 


Offer Includes return Eurostar 
and one night's aecomniodatie 




For a brochure call: 0845 07 70 777 


ffann* amt Comfifanc Based on two paopla shafts a Min moo. Offer safety aat-ntaotbbiB or oa&esastte and rotates to atandanltnnl 
dess only. Bookings most be made by 7 March and trawl ampteted by 14 March 1993 (txduSng 8-12 & 12-14 Fabnwy 1339}. £79 price retai ns 
a tnwlap tn 24 February 1333. Midweek and qtedfied trains only. Cab dorsad at loo! rata. Eurostat HoBdays UmctABT* Mo V2185. 



Beautiful Cities, 
Big Country, 
British Columbia. 

See the best of Canada’s West Visit 
Vancouver and Victoria for street cafes, 
theatres, galleries and music scene. While 
the . magnificent Inside Passage and 
National Parks of the Canadian Rockies 
wfll take your breath away. 

Come to BC - for the Best of Canada. 


£ FRANCE* SPAIN 

ST PORTUGAL • FLORIDA 


OVER 700 VILLAS 

IN PRIME LOCATIONS 


FORA FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE PHONE 

01235 824325 


GERMANY 



SDKL N«TUUL 
BKlnlH COLtTMMA 


HOLLAND 



NORWAY 



SWEDEN 



DENMARK 



Rob Hand* to Hqrabug or Estflag orfartNmcBttotD 
Hamburg, Krictiaraaod, Gothenburg or AoHKdam (pnwfcfM^ 
Ttteyour oar aorossftcniw extra £58 return. CaaifortaUe 
cafahs, bare, restaiwte, Ms club, cinemas and shops. 

FwdMadboaM«0taMaft<|mtfcc«>28 - 

0990383666 jfffcggsg™™ 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOi 7458 IMA APXA4970T 


4b l-orn ww •» f HQ 

WOVLDWtOE WAVSli 0117-939 9000 

2S4-7M WUC HieHAU n ^ 

WOtLDWJD* TTtAV*^ IMI-aaUM 
FHST A BUSINESS CI .W 9S- 0141-353 3400 . 

5S DfAN -"A:i V4SC hFf • l * Mi tft 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEU 01*1-039 4009 
FUST A BUSINESS CtASS: 01*1-039 3434 

7 9 Ripi£> PJHll r«Ll*.LA>:u hi i 04G 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL; 0191 -Ml 2345 


OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



Zurich 

3 flights a day... £39 S ingle 


www. easy Jet . com 
0870 6000000 


REBEL 

AGAINST INFLATED AIRFARES 


Shannon - 
Ireland 


Brussels 


£29 

£39 


7 HE INDEPENDENT 

. Nwqjapw Publishing pic 
regrets mat a though ewy 
reasonable precaution s taken, 
norespon*«ycanbe 
accepted fcrftgtteantfor , 
accemmodaten offered 
though these colunns, or any 1 
loss areing therefrom Readerc 
areadVEedtetakeafl 
necessary precautions beta* 
wtotig into any travel 
arrangements 


Corsica 


Copenhagen, 
Barcelona, Madrid, 
Milan, Nice, OyiA 
Rome ; tnrj 

Book 24 hours per day or. thr Internet: 

www.virgin-express.com 

Ot ask your travel ag^nt to mav.r your 
reservation, or call 7 dnyy a week: 

(0171) 744 0004 


1 01 242 240 plot 
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0800 7317362 


V3UR RIGHT TO FLY FOR LESS 


btarniw an ten DMA HeMm* a Stanm m ommim », 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 



OVERSEAS, UK 


TRAVEL /25 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 





worldwide 

A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK’s leading 
adventure tour company. 

Rambles, Hikes & Treks - AJps, Picos, Sierra Nevada, 
rdoponnese, Cappadocia, Atlas, Kilimanjaro, Himalayas, 
Tien Shan, Rockies. Sierra Madre, Andes. 

Wildlife Safaris - Kenya. Tanzania, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, South Africa, Madagascar, India, 
Nepal, Borneo, Canada, Costa Rica, Galapagos. 



• - o"* — nas i UHnrs, 

Amazon, Orinoco, Chilean Fjords, South Pacific. 

Lost Cities & Ancient Worlds - Delphi, Luxor, Petra, 
Pftrsepolis, Carthage, Timbuktu, Samarkand, Xian, 
Angkor, Chichen Itza, Tikal, Madra Picchu. 

Choose from over 200 tours m 96 countries. 

Tours from 8 days to 4 H-eeks. 

Prices from under 1400 to over £2000. 

Call 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Explore VfaUwkb (IN), AMenhot GUI I ILQ 
Fdlv bonded ATTWATOL ^95 



Active Outdoor Holidays 
to North America £ S 

5^2 Hikin 9' Biking, Horseback Riding, 

"" Canoeing, Ratting and more! 

V 


E*-; Year-round lodging and 
walking tours also available 


fi caii TrekAmerica on 01295 256777 


•CYCLING £ 

WALKING 

holidt^-s m Bavaria and Austria, free brochure from: 

Bents Bicycle & Walking Touts 

la 01568 780800 


B 


S7T3 


Rentals. 


In the Grounds of 


\Manor 


l ‘i I‘- : 
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NEW FOR 1999 
Eastwell Hews 
Eastwell Manor 

Ashford, Kent 

"Tranquillity in the Garden of England" 

Tliis is an exceptional and tasteful conversion erf the Victorian stable block in the 
3000 acre estate of Eastwell P&rK 

These new centrally heated one. two and three bedroom cottages, all with lounge, 
dining and kitchen areas have views over either the Kent countryside, the elegant 
gardens of Eastwell Manor or the peaceful courtyards. They also prWkle that 
wclconw escape to the Garden of England for that well deserved long weekend. 
All bedrooms have en suite facilities, with colour TV, Including satellite. 

The wdl lilted kitchens provide ceramic hob, fridge and microwave grill oven. 

Healed 20m outdoor swimming pool and all-weather tennis court 

nucsK in Eastwell Mews have full self-catering fedltUes or If they wish they can 

take 5 ? short stroll through the gardens and visit Eastwell Manor with Its elegant 

SSdJESed 3 roseUerestaurant cocktail bar, extensive manicured lawns and 

terraces. 

Eastwell Manor and Eastwell Mews alUipugh fodted 

ate. nonetheless, conveniently located for visiting the hatorfc city or Canterbury 
and- the charming towns and beautiful villages of Kent and Sussex. 

Easy access to Channel Pbrts, Lc Shuttle and Eurostar - Paris 2 hours. 

Fullv inclusive rentals for your genuine 'cottage in the country* start from £350 for 
three nighls including Saturday. Weekly terns available. All linen and laundry 
provided, maid service and baby-sitting can be arranged. 

Brochure requests and enquiries toe 

Costmll^Mmr 
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Montcalm 

hotel nikko ■ Lx3ndon 

; - far .All Loire of Fine TcodJ - 

Tfic CrcscoU fteSbnmmt 

has aoUc/T a spcriai 
.•it. 1 ’idcMiiu's Dor Dinner Atom 
available on 

•Miiunldv IJift *«*uf Sundity !■*** February 
' m £55.00 jwjw*™.' 
imlwiw ftf a qlifc-5 o/twimpajnCi 
a t,J wsr for the LW 

,nul u !v.i of I'rcslifv nunfc'Cre^rf k/ux»iaie TYu(Jte&. 

,.w . . uUMoaiid ihm 
■jV u-aiuin Itwlvt inrmtft «*» A 
, , it., .. iJnt turmri- r<r 

J ,ium|ujw imb: wri >i raw 

Ti. ipnkc v.qjr caih cdl> 

‘ The Munimlui Ikacf. 
fin .« ITimlK-rbnU rb«. I 

kH:nriJtC42fKfts;lll'‘ — ' 


AUCtrtrMemi RAC.0-* 

^ Spoffltuj^ 

Telephone 01775 760933 
Fkc 01775 711369^ 

IThafaf Bt S^TSro 

Activity Holidays 
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Tmu your towxl one ^ *£5 

Valentines 

“ £0, Sai0162S 695131 NOW 

'id^sznsssisr 


For FREE colour brochure 

I- ft £ E C fit- L oy. 

0500 

7 49 1 4 7 

www.paf.S9 uk 


SAILING. WINDSURFING. Surfing 
RYA Courses. weekends, holi- 
days on the bomdihil Pem- 
brokeshire Const Brochure 
01046 63fi6« 


Special Interest Holidays 

malayaj 

Ccntral/South J 

Americ a ^ 
Africa 1 

South East I 

. Asia % 

V India A 

fc, China * 

■ A ustral ia A 

7 dfleren taKHKA cttoa toochwes latumg ihe b«n m 

S^PddRMKliDUan.MU#tin)ipiaiE^^ ^ 

MhK M O 01373^58956 24a . 

aP IM ll ^ J 

rilL bat tfWpria ammo* 

|g ^ ~ ^ mg lDWB Mb XTOtiB m ^ 

r -TKe- 

Starts 

> ftmetiCan 

4*** li *&? 4 + 


Croatia 

THE DALMATIAN 

RIVIERA 

& islands 

Half board prlorr . jam 

£247 

Sriffw, Twin Cento* 

aStfhngH 

ouf. 04<wnb ralMic 
U mrtahe ntnsx wdn sol 

0800 7317362 

wfcuBBrfMilWir 


Skiing Holidays 


^^)on‘c forget 
S? to mention’-^ 

S The Independent^ 
^ when replying 
\ro adverts fj 


CROATIA 

The MediterraneaLn’s best 
kept secret! 


CYCLING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Empe. Find food, friendly fowls, 
bn moved lor you. Heed— r 

01606613337 ATTO 2412 ATOL 
SKVROS Tho HoMtc BqMfloncs. 
In Grasea & tho Caribbean 0171 
2 M 9065 or MMakyroa-ccnV 
WALKING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europe. Fins food, hand-picked 
hoMa. anoBent vWua lor money 
prioaa. GiOdod and Indapandam 
choice* - bags moved lor you. TW 
Headwater OIBOfl B13337 AITO 
2412ATOL 

GENTLE Cycfng HoUctoys. Bccfitng 
Naw Deribiaifcra. Holand, Dan- 
mark. Lake Conatanz. Auaria, 
Hungary and along the Danube. 
An^o Dutch aba 0181 2M 2008 

Singles Holidays 

SINGLE TRAVELLERS to Goa. 
Mta/CMe. February 27tWUarrfi 
20th. Spactal Introductory price. 
Vfitti Bo-mindad company. SOLl- 
TAtn 0171 2S8 6S56 - Cal Now 


b^polchoUtoy, IRk 

018! 7478315 «!■ 

RwiAionir 

01817473108 

JLA MondiHtw 
01613321441 r 

JOURNEY ' 

Latin "sysar 

America wow? 


| Balearics 

MALLORCA - Thily IndMdual riUa* 
with prtvaio pools In unspoilt 
locations, pfcw a aoteoilon of 
(Planning country houses and 
IMa&ila Wandarfe« hatal hoBdaya. 
Cat Simply Spaki 0181 9B5B323 
ABTA VI 337 ATDL 1822 AITO 

VINTAGE SPAIN Maltorcan 6 
Manorcan hrmhousos with pods 
In unspoBi arses. 01854 281431 
AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 

Eastern Europe 

PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST 8 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
totals 6 apis. Cache™ (01 788) 
823688. 

Canaries 

WALK FROM YOUR DOOR inspeo- 
tacutar scanty aknpie Caskas hi 
unapoHl La Gomara, sip 214. 
From tl35p» 01786822783. 

BLUE SKY Canaries, Balearica, 
Algarve. Florida tool Superb 
safactlon of Apts. hotoiSa vttas, 
tans, pensions. Value lor money. 
Col blOCh 01802 647755. 

wwwOAieekyvnaBxiu* 


SARDINIA, 
CORSICA 
& CYPRUS 

SttrCsbrrlKt funtam from 

£285 

Houb.Vitua 
ApmmrnB. Taaor-nudr 
SGoUHo&tv, 

Cill now tor o bradni 

0800 7317362 




Azores 


EguacaUfK* ides idbl fcr 

RjAuimd u|dui4i 

'he AZORES 

Ibria* facchS. kdtJnom 


j from Lnlon, Gatwick J 

1 mgb» & Manchester | 

Caff Transun 

8P|^01865 

798888 

I c-mafthcM^rs^prarBiauxM* 

1 AB1AV4462 ADSL IM7 

GOA SPECIALIST tr (288. 32 
hotels. 48 pg colour broeft. 01293 
533338- ATOL 3906 ABTAWOOZO 

Cyprus 

»“l rilbff hCKBCr 

OK^ mmralncB. 

®¥ecialist 

|^YPRUS 

hive i printr pooL 
|gW afl barcaaf metuded. 
UHBtu inch, fly-din ca, cscwicd 
\vlU won, inmHTiiucs, dning. 

1E81-847 4748 


■ lsuusi,ttn(xaat 
lad ■Homcfciflg, vAag, 
cnfa{ & aalfrabri w 

DdTBdBkmHeikroaL^ 

81-847 4748 




Germany 


GERMANY De«y low coat nights 6 
hotel aceomodailon. AB ma(or 
CC. Garmon TVaval Centre 0161 
428 2800.. Open 7 days. ABTA 
ATOL 2977 IATA 


UKTVavel 


kv m noons -mwi 

Scottad. Northdmtwnand. tov; 
Dales. Peaks. Wales. East AngBa 
Kent. suae*. CocwMs. Donat 
sorwset Devon. Cotnwal + 
inland prim less than UK 
even IndMBng Harry Bi 


l*J Cottages, 
”i X 1 Lodges & 
Holiday Parks 


Hbfidbijsin6vNafii 

M ora for soar HUE bradmre 


08700 70 80 99 

i-.fii.-l ! ::•!:* UN22.V/ A 


Self Catering UK III Devon & Cornwall 




^ TFTTH 

beams 

BY AN 

INN 

NEAR A 

stream 

...with dutch... 5wnrtinine 
pooh... games rooms... ind 
much more. Counl and 
countryside, Britain's finest. 
Free colour brochure. 


in jfcodand 



Ta aating cnlccdon 
of scedtad s linen 
hsfiftoy corasc* 
Ftcccolour 
jg. bioi hu m 
hnnkne 
0070 565 *135 
t 64XIO pi bn) 


S j Iv E S 

COTTAGES 


Oi war Hanna Conn C«o 

V Dcj* C4MI.Unn<e NPJ3 a- 


•yV^-— SUMMER '»• 

• ' broovihze on mm* i 

• West CcixnTT, Dorset. Cotswokb. s 
, aorfok. fifties. Peais, Dalej, Boors, i 


01756 7022001 


S.W. SCOTLAND. Pretty stone cat- 
tags In pescehi cansarvaUon v«- 
tage of DurisdeK DtrmfriasMre. 
Sips a STB 4 Sac 01 848 600228 

I Christmas Breaks 1 


Extcnsnf setekm of quafa'h 
properties in kmtiipd 
noil, Lflustd and aff 1 
gniaxv loaalOBS . 

ETB BezIstcrecL jL: g-J 


Cornish ^{8 

Traditional 

Cottages 

S rt f- cvrrrt ng eerttge* ob hork 
cows of CbnrwsO «nd on Scffly 

For your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

Cor Utat Coon try «B - catering 
Duse canny at con AX eeoiNCk 
hMBo com ■ ton 
All ctcuty daertoed & ror rated 
CDtovr Bmchun 

01647 433555 


SPALDING 


Year widen choice of 
■ sdf-cmering frmifr 

holiilavr in TL iraii u 
■ Free coloar brochure. 
I Phone 01502 50Z 601 
’ Qu«rHJ477 


ALL INSPECTED Recommended 
Dream Cottage Throughout lha 
UK) Tot 08700 718 TIB 
DALES HOLIDAY COTTAGE. Seri 
c alw lng toflday propstdea In 
nnK 6 eoasw tocattons through' 
out ybrioHro, The Uto DtoWcr A 
Cumbria, Nanhumbria and Sc«- 
lomL Call for dvtnilod coloured 
brochu re on 01756 7909101 
799621. 

EXCELLENT Gauges throughout 
tho West Country. Helpful HoH- 
days.01647433535 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES 1889 U colour broctue. 
Ptiononowll 01756 702212 
1 50 QUAUTY cooagea In the pr -r.:- 
eet parte ol CotsmUs 08766 72S 
72SCHC24C 


Dorset 


SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES . 
Free 1989 fun colour brochure, i 
Phone nowi! 01750 702204 
Dorset Coastal Cottages. OM. 
cosy, much kwetL Short breaks | 

ban Ei2a let (01305)652996 


Holidays Afloat UK i EastAqgEa 


Amid ndnntnfl^ TburiM BJnmcwd 
namwboata.DI&l 445 2908 j 

BRITAIN'S BEST SeB Drtw narrow- 
boat hollduyt. Wldaet ehoks. 9 1 
bases. Boghmere wry wekwna. 
91805510007 j 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY. Surrey/ 
Hanoi Lux boats. (01256) 


NORFOLK/SUFFOLKfe bast Cot- 
ages. Free 180 page 1990 colour 
brochure. 01756702203 
MR S0UTHW0LD Cottaga B bun- 
Bato*»Jwpp*4+ col Taaretufly 
lumtctod. tWoful riBage loea- 
ttoft. Lovely counayri ewa. Ow ner 
wpervMon TM 01502 478877 


Isle of Wight 
FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

3 nights from £79 

Bed, bfniCul LnemDg oacal 
LHpadtwbHd,cHBBin(ia, 
Indoor pmL janniMm> 

• FREE CAR FERRY - 
Sandringham Hotel 

St ufimi . San Jo rm. Isle of Wight 

Teh 0J9S3 400653 

1 night) January from 179 
EreiarSpedriXlM 

To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219. 


COTTAGES 

Castles... 

n -presents the 
choice caUccnoa 
■MM of self catering 
M^ ^M preyeniesm 
Italy sieepjnp 
HBHMI parties of 

AIBSH2-22. “^7 

For our I9W brochure call: 

01622 726883 

tnraromtawcBifcvaiiii 

CYCLING IN ITALY Fine food, 
hand-picked h m a lc . bags mowed 
(or you. Tel Headwater 01606 
813340 AITO 2412 ATOL ! 

TUSCANY. GARFAGNANA - 
Detached three bedroom noose. 
Garden, superb Apuano views. ; 
Tal 01634 378083 
A TASTE OF TUSCANY \raim. cor 
Lagan and apartments For 
brochures cafl TUoMnado 'burs 
on OIBI 291 1450 

WALKING IN ITALY. Fine food, 
hand-picked hotels, exceOem 
value for money prices. Buldod 
and Independent choices - bags 
moved tor you. Tel Headwater 
D1S06 81 3340 AITO 241 2 ATOL 

UMBRIA Cottage tor 2 vMttin xsBi- 
ing dstancs ot medtovet UN awn, 
overtook! njj Lake Trashneno. I 
DetaBs0198S 213195 

BRIDGEWATER'S tdyffle holy. 26 
years experience coumryaldo u 
coast The complete selection, 
private villas, farmhouses, eas- 
Ues. Bpenments and notate. TUa- 
cany. UmOris. Lake Gensa. Rome 
ABTA D0219 TM 0161 707 8795. 
H Ip: //www.brldge water- 
traveUo.uk 




ITALY 

Some of thr fines 
prrrJic vilLn and 
fsrratousm 

thmudima iuhi 

l'nrivjitoi>ool| 
knustadtse of I 
csdr prepern. | 


% 



TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5469 

r <i i ” i 2~2 (- 1 k i 


SUNVU. DISCOVERY Raxlblo By- 
drhea to Tuscany 6 Umbria. 
Character BB accom. Phs SkSy. 

Lukes. Ottos. 0181 847 4748 

ArroATOuwe 

LA BELLA TOSCANA \fary spodol 
_ tarmhsea, vlUoo ft apts in ft 
amaid enchanting rnedtevsl Son 
Ok iagwana between Florence 8 
Stone - 1888 broth. 0181 422 
92iB e-mafl ta bcB et i wcwn a®iol.H 

APUUAl CALABRIA Sloty, Amalfi. 
Sardinia. Dtfcover the trondartW 
south, vtttes. farms, opts, howls. 
Long Havel 01894 7221B3 ATOL 

VENICE. Vensifan Apartmonls has 
a wonderful range at private 
aum t ma w a to far. Also Florenco. 
Rome. Verona, VBnetD. Tel 0I&1 
078 113U. Fax 0181 878 D98? 
rap: '/wwn. venlcs-reniab.com 

TUSCANY UMBRIA border nr Cor- 
tona. Cottage eloeps d/5. E300 
pw July.'AugiisL Tel: 0181 788 
3336 

COUNTRYSIDE Villa sloopa b. 
Between Rome A Naples. Tel: 
01875 615888 


COURCHEVEL 
KAFSUN IK 

BANFF (Caaefa) Tats (7(1 
ALPS DHUEZ 20Q 
HEMSEDALlPorreji 21/2 
MACUGNAGA 202 
LA VILLA flMMNi) 2112 

BANFF iCanda) 14ws 24£ 
KAFSUN 27/2 

UY1CN0 28/2 

HEMSEDAL (Ksrevjt 28/2 
PAMP0R0V0 (Bduri. 1 28/2 
AUNSAL 28/2 

CLAMERE 28/2 

CANAZE1 HMsatou 28/2 


fae rtoee xoonoi to>ie 

13/2 S/D Ch* Hotd CasadnHB 1199 

IK S/D CU> Road LmidnAJ OW 
(7/2 MAN JpreLHoseiRO 02? 

2IW LGft'AHX Self Calenaj; £199 

21/2 STN 3 Pot Hutrt HB £349 

2V2 LGW 2 Peak Ibid KB 049 

21/2 LGW CtajaPnocmi CM 

:« MAN 7PcbHa(dRO tm 

27/2 MAN CW>HMdUnstalmAi I3M 

28 n MAN 2 Peak Hold BB C49 

28/2 STN ChaMToden £399 

2ST1 MAN 2 Peak Hold HB £349 

28/2 IGW/BRS IfVaUtoodHB £2« 

28/2 LGW 2PeakKuklKB C89 

28/3 LGW 2 Peak Hod HB £299 


BOROVETS (Hawto) 7/3 MAN 3 Pc«L Apzdukd HB CM 

ALFEIFHUEZ 1.V3 LGW Ctatw £30 

N1EDERAU 130 LGW PcnaaiBH £199 

PAS DE LA CASA 1 4/3 LGW SetfCauu E £189 

Best Wlfller Spans Operator Gfafar Awards 1998 and 1999 


0990 14 14 14 

www.reiKen.eo.ult 

See your locul travel iger.: or cc'.et**t P707 


CHALETS IN FRANCE 

Courchevel •Tignes 
Meribe! *Val Thorens 
La Ros;ere*La Plagne 


The travel section of The Independent 
has the most discriminating, 
sophisticated and knowledgeable 

readers of any newspaper. 

We aim :o proyicz rh cm wish the best 
travel pages of any newspaper. 




SKI 

Ol/i filii*v>nin For vour brochure call 

OKI UlympiC 01709 5 7 9 9 99 

Aiao atol 'artaS •»•*«— ^ — i. » » 


IFRAIUCE'OMY THE BEST! 



Portugal 



A SUPERB RANGE of 3.445 ate 
honfaftwondortul privafavllfaa 
in Paptoa 4 Lknaaaal, hoUnya tr 
£348 pa fra, brochure 0800 731 
7382 ItoBday opbera ATOL 3107 

Russia | 

RUSSIA /Oaorgfa/UkreifM. Colour 
brochures. I NTB1 CHANGE. ToL 
0181 681 361 2 ATOL 2428 

Switzerland 

SWITZERLAND, VALAIS - Uoun- 
Uk> Location, (Mat Spto 8, Swn- 
iner/WIntsr ActMtlea. Superb 
Views TW 01451 821617 Fax 
01461 822540 


Porfugoia Holidays 


THE AZORES -Dtocnar truly ttun- 
nkig scenery and natural baauty 
inihenlnevDlcBnlclatondBatdto 
Azores scanered amidst the 
Atlantic. Call Simply Portugal 
0181 887 8181 ABTA Vi 337 ATOL 
1822 Aim 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL. Country 
houses irith pools In The Mnho 
6 Comb Verde. 01954 281431 
AITO AT0L27B7 ABTA 

sunvu. discovery: nexMe fly- 
(Mv«s north to south. Character 
BB Pousadss. Manor houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL808 


1 ‘fiwUuomI comUT buna, riQto 
£ opntDab to rnral uni cunul 
5ptoa. UiBirca lad RampI 

fa-v FBEE COUWX BBOCHUSE 

f -V. BING 

^88700 780 187 

WSnP^fJ re orr vrrirm 


IIARBELLA AREA 2/3 bedr apt* 
with pools lol/tax 00 34 
852855120 

VINTAGE SPAIN Country houses 
with pools In impost areas ol 
Catalunya 4 Andalucla. D1B54 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO 

ANDALUCIA: Between Granada 
and sea, romantic houses to oHve 
Groves. PoaL Peace for adults 
T4t 01564 782321 

CASAS CANTABRICAS HaBdaya bi 
boautlul unspodt N 4 W Spain 4 
Portugal. TU 01223 328721 emaU: 
canar.anm> 8ii wi M4coiri AJTO 


Officii SfPBflfNMflON IN mil K1KIR 


SUPERB catered chotota. mlkK- 
mado holktaya and ovcoHont 
childcare ladlltlM In MerBur. 
Courchevel, Vat dlsore. La 
Plagne, Chomonix, Vorbtor, Si 
Anton B Whtottnr CaM Sunrriy Ski 
0181 742 2S41 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1822 ATTO. 


H-H’w.fmalow.fs.vlt 


ANDALUCIA - QAUC1N. UncpoUl 
mountain village. Lovely tradi- 
tional huo/apts. Sips 2/13. Magi- 
cal courtyards, oxalic gdna. 
heated pooL Yr round comtorla. 
WUks, Rowers. (01711 7209744 
SALOU, SPAIN - Cosy saetroni 
apartment, w/poal C250 pw TM 
0034877 614130 Fm61422l 
ANDALUCIA- From the Costs do la 
Luz to the Coeta Almeria and the 
mom charming whitewashed ul- 
lages In benrewi. Choose from a 
wide range of rurd irBas 4 hotels, 
holidays taDor-mads to your 

fasts. Cafl Simply Spain 01B1 895 
9323 ABTA V1377 ATOL 1822 
AITTX 

CATALONIA/ COSTA BRAVA Ban 
seteetton sett-catering vfflaa 4 
apartments with pools 4 Holds. 
Spanish Hartore 01 1 7 985 0777. 


RESTFUL MOUNTAIN RETREAT. 
FOOTHILLS SIERRA NEVADA 
Potto Gordon. Sleeps 4. Wood 
Burning Slovo. One Hour 
Granada. C175pw ALL INCLU- 
SIVE. TEL 01203 743356 
COSATA DEL SOL. TERAOlt- 
BfxuiCrut country vtlla In avacaoo 
groves. Porieci peace overlook- 
ing Modkerranoan. Privaur pod. 
Sloops 4-5 0034 35 253 9341 
GUIDED AND INDEPENDENT 
wasting In Andalucia, tho Pyre- 
nees and MaBorca To* Haadwo- 
lor 01506 813339 AITO 2412 
ATOL 

CATALUNYA - Discover too red 
Catalunya, from the Pyrenees to 
the vibrant city ol Barcelona, dis- 
covering the hidden charms al 
toe rugged coast and hinterland 
In between. Private villas and 
hotels lo suit all tastes combine 
to make toe perfect bespoke hon 
day. Cap Simply Spain 01 61 S95 
| 9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
AITO. 

COSTA BRAVA Wide setoctlon ol 
villas, many with private pools. 

I Surantect VlHas ABTA V7278 
Brochure 012B9 271900 


Ireland 


Ireland’s 



West Country 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
base value cottages In Devon 
(01271)378322 


EXC EL! F NT cottages throughout 
the West Country. Haiplul Holi- 
days. D1S47 433535 

CLASSIC COTTAGES. 400 sekw 
coastal and country co ttagaa In 
thaWestCauntrytorthadlacanv- 
Ing. wwvLciaBSic.co.uk Brochure 
10101328 586555 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


r-HoUdap"^ 

Cottages 

late 

YHioWra Dahl. Yofk, Coni, 

Moors, Peak & Lake District 


Our an SROf faKaakg cogn Wifa 
arfaMMriwUtrftiBMRscfaia I 

0 (01755)780872 

Ljsssrls 


YORK. Heworih Court Hotel 3 days 
midweek a LaCotlo break C86. 
01804425196. 

YORKSHIRE DALES Wetoome Cot- 
tages. Free 1999 full colour 
brochure. 01756 702209 



RENT AN IRI8H COTTAGE and see 
the eun go down on Galway Bay. 
00 3538141 11 09 tar brochure 
IRELAND- 300 cottages In great 
locations. Phone STILLWELL'S 
tor colour brochure: 01271 
336028. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1999 
brochure out now. Choosa from 
ouer 200 daUghtW cottage*. Also 
touring, bofalng and horse drwm 
caravan s . For your free brochure 
cal 01502 560688 p* hra) 

HILL WALK All day. Return to lux- 
ury to Cashel House Hotel, and 
gvdens. Connemara. Co. Gal- 
way. Tel: (00353851 31001. Fox 
31007. 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 288 
select Individual cottages In 
supeib tocattons. Disc tarn. 
AITO. Colour Brodiura. 01823 
881060. wwwjhamrockcot- 


COHNWALL 4 DEVON 3D0 Cot- 
tagaa throughout 0175226071 1. 

GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Ovar 320 in Dawn 08700 725 725 
CHV24A 

FOWEY/POLRUAN. Chanttong 
watoimlds cottages. Superb 
vfaws. Central homing. Dinghies 
■vaBablo. Pm welcome. D1S79 
344667 

UOVEiy PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural TM 01548 560964 

wwwLdewnconrwcdonxo.uk 

ST AGNES. N. Coast, corrv. bora. 
Sip 4«. afl yc 01872 553486 

SALCOMBE nr boach. Stunning 
vIswsl Avoa 1/2 ternVEaatox 3 adf 
properttoa. sips 4-20. 0171 
7271005 

400 QUALITY cottages In ths predk 
est parts ol ComwaB 08700 725 
72SCHK24C 

QUALITY DEVON COTTAGBS Free 
1 998 tofl col our broc hure. Phone 
nowll 017S6 TWMlfl 

WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1899 ben own iufl colour 
brodwe. 01766 702201 

Norfolk 1 

NW NORFOLK . Centre village, 
courtyard cottage. 2 
doubtaalensiSte, lounge, log fire, 
country kitchen. Brochure 01469 
525341 

I The Fteak District H 


GREAT VALUE quality cartages. 
Over 210 to Tire Peak District 
08700 725 72SCHP24A 

| Scotland ~ 

j $8 ti^fftountry 

(pottages 

An URrtnUed choice ibnuzlaua 
Oantrifl. Fite 444-pap: . 
cotour btodnac. 1/1 

ftjui Am Mj m i 

t8Y® 5« 1111 ULilv.As 
Qnm.Mu( i BI nJr^ 
<Z4lws) 

COTTAGES throughout Scotland 
naar beaches, motaUains, lochs, 
www.dlacoverscottandjxri Tal 
Discovar Scdtiand 01386 BS3SS5 
COTTAGES S HOUSES to South 
Scotfard. From ora coast to the 
Ufa. For fufl cotou- brochure cafl 
91558504030 

GREAT VALUE quality nonages. 
Over 555 in Scotland 08700 72S 
725CHS24A 

ISLE OF JURA. Cottaga by sea. 
dps 5. HR wafldng. Oahtog. sandy 
beach. Telephone 101786) 
850274. 

WbndsrU SecttWt Cottages. 1898 
colour brochure- Ptone now 
01756 718213 


1 A superb fdedJon of quality 
character cottages In toe 
Pembrokeshire Gust National 
Park. All properties furnished 
to the highest standards, 
phone now to far colour bnochurr 

01239-881397fSS- 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottage in die 
PerribroLeshln* Coast Natronal 
Park. All p r opeitlw Furnished 
re the highest standards. 

Phone now lor free colour brochure 

01239-881397££! 


WALES 

iOLIDAY! 


%Tm INDEPENDENT 

THE INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 

Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For U.K. holidays the costs are only £7.52 per line or £13.87 
per line if both Saturday and Sunday are booked. 

For overseas holidays, £9.40 per line or £17.63 per line if 
Saturday and Sunday are booked. All prices include VAT. 
Your advertisement will appear in the Weekend Review 
Travel section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel supplement of the Independent on Sunday. 

TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2225/2092 
Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and the return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team. Classified Advertising, The Independent, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London, E14 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque or 
Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY (TWO PROPERTIES OR LESSl 







01686 625267 


ATTRACTIVE sJc properttoa 
throughout North Wales. 01492 
582482 or waranorthwalasholL 
KiynqnnnT, -*» -* 1 
COASTAL a COUNTRY COT- 
TAGES. on Snowdonia* uropoflt 
coast - tho Lteyn ftmtoauta. Nefyn 
HoMays. 01758 720874 
NORTH WALES. 1.000 cottages. 
Mann's. ShawS, Snowdonia 
Tourist Sendees. 01738 701 702. 
IDYLLIC N. WALES Cattages.1888 
001040 brochure. Phone nowll 
01756702206 

ANGLESEY Snowdonia, Ueyn. 
Moral Hobday Cottages tar 3-20. 
Brochure 01248 717135 
BRECON BEACONS Lovely selec- 
tion of over 200 so H catering cot- 
tages to this unspoilt National 
Parte. 01 B74 678446 


Insertion Dates: - - 

Classification: — 

I enclose a cheque for £ _ ... 

made payable to Independent Newspapers Pic 

or debit my Aceess/Visa/Amex/Diners account by £ — . — 

CARD NO: EXPIRY DATE 

YOUR DETAILS: 

Name 


Suffolk 


BEAMED COTTAGE No 
smofcing/pea. Close Constable 
country. ETB 3 key highly eem- 
mondad. 01479 73M94 

| Sussex | 

BmCKWALL HOTEL Nr Bailie. 
Tudor Manor In beautiful vBego. 
2 nts E9S Inc 4 course dtonec 3* 
AA & RAC 01424 870253 


Tel No: Day . 

Evening 

Signature — 

For further details please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2225/2092 

*Sourco. TG) April 1997 - Match 1998 
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A river runs through It: Spalding in Lincolnshire is worth visiting not only for the splendid Springfields flower show, but also for the almost batch charm of the town itself Geoffrey Ruy 

Tiptoe through the tulips 

You don’t have to go to Holland to get a taste of spring - in Spalding there are multi-coloured flowers galore. By Geoffrey Roy 


W emaybeinthe 
throes of win- 
ter but, for 
flower fans, 
there is a 
chance to sam- 
ple a taste of spring- and you don't 
need to travel as far as the Nether- 
lands to catch it As a matter of fact, 
you need travel no further afield than 
the Lincolnshire Fens to find 
Britain's very own Spring Garden of 
Europe. This weekend; Spalding 
hosts the Springfields *99 flower 
show, where thousands of daffodils, 
hyacinths, tulips and numerous 
other flowmng bulbs and scrubs will 
provide an extravaganza of colour 
under one roof 

Although Spalding and the sur- 
rounding area is known as “South 


Holland”, the ‘‘Holland” part of the 
name does not allude to the tulips 
that were once abundant here but, 
rather; is a reference to the 
Anglo-Saxon word for high ground. 
Despite this confusion, Spalding 
itself has a very Dutch fed. The 
town lies astride the River Welland, 
which sweeps through the town 
in a deep tidal channel and gives 
this sleepy little place much of 
its character 

Armed with a copy of the Tourist 
Board's SpaldingTown Walk Guide 
(20p), I set off to explore. From 
earliest times, the River Welland 
brought trade to the area; corn and 
potatoes flowing out timber and coal 
flowing in. Snuggled within the 
precincts of the town, the banks of 
the. river are lined with dignified 


Georgian houses, old warehouses 
and nulls, and modern structures 
which are in keeping with the town's 
flmhipnrpandTpake aw aikalnn gthp 

river’s edge a pleasure. Numerous 
Victorian footbridges span the river 
along the way making access to both 
sides easy. 

As land was gradually reclaimed 
from the marshes in this area, 
thanks would often be given by 
building a church. These religious 
buildings would then become the 
focus of surrounding farms, often de- 
veloping into the centrepiece of a 
growing town. This is obviously the 
case in Spalding and the parish 
church of St Mary and St Nicolas, 
medieval in origin but with a dis- 
tinctly Norman feel to it Sadly, 
modem progress has added to the 


town’s architecture in the shape of 
a modem supermarket building at 
Spalding’s heart 

One of the largest attractions in 
the area, however, is the bulb fields 
and people have been travelling to 
Spalding since before the Second 
World War on organised tours to 
revel in the beauty of Lincolnshire's 
bulb fields. Over the last hundred 
years, since flowers began to be 
g ro wn commercially; Lincolnshire’s 
bulb fields have grown substantial- 
ly from a smallholding of 500 acres 
in 1900, selling exclusively to 
London’s Covent Garden, to more 
than 10.000 acres producing 25,000 
boxes of daffodils a day and selling 
throughout the world. 

“Tulipmania” raged in the 
Netherlands from 1634 to 1637, when 


an Admiral van Etokhujjsen bulb; one 
of tire rarest and most beautiful 
tulips, could fetch 5,400 guilders - 
about 15 years’ wages for the aver- 
age Dutch worker of the time - but 
tulips didn’t arrive in Lincolnshire 
until 1907 when Frederick Culp in 
brought in 100 bulbs of six different 
varieties and established the British 
tulip fields. When tulips were at the 
peak of their popularitythere were 
about 3,000 acres growing but today 
the tulip fields have diminkhed to lit- 
tle more than 300 acres. 

The first flower-hunting excur- 
sions here began as long ago as 1935, 
when the area had over 300 visitors 
arriving from London by train and 
bos to witness the coming of spring. 
By 1949, more than 100,000 people 
were coming in more than 100 


coaches and 5-7.000 cars to explore 
the area. Special daily sightseeing 
routes were established to enable 
the visitors to see the best of the 
day's blooming flowers. 

The bulb season in the Pens 
begins with the Springfields show 
and ends with the Spalding Flower 
Parade and Spring Festival in the 
first week of May The Springfields 
Sower show started up in i960 with 
the purpose of the study and proper 
cultivation of flowers grown from 
bulbs and conns. Fbr the last 23 
years, there have also been displays, 
and the. appeal of the Springfields 
displays stems undoubtedly from the 
chance they offer to flush away the 
winter blues with a passage into 
spring through the bulb fields of 
Lincolnshire. 


Springfields 39, a i2,0O0sqfl display 
of landscaped beds of tulips, 
daffodils . hyacinths, flowering 
scrubs and miscellaneous Imlbs, 
takes place this weekend from 
11 am to 5pm . Admission costs E? jii 
for adults and is free for u nder- 16s. 
There is wheelchair access and 
there win be restaurants and bars 
open all weekend. 

' From about 4pm on Swidap. all 
the flowers on display are sold off 
3b get there, take the A 1 to Peter- 
borough, then follow the A1139 to 
Eye Green ichere you should'fbUaw 
the A1073 through Cmwland and 
Cowbit to Spalding. Directions to 
the Springfields Exhibition Hull 
wdl be signposted. Fbr information 
call 01775 713253 or consult the 
website: www.d-Lco.uk. 


FLOWER FESTIVALS OF BRITAIN 


Lacock Abbey 

This 13th-century abbey, near to 
Chippenham, nestles in the 
midst of Wiltshire's chalky hills. 
Lacock itself is an attrac tiv ely 
traditional village that has 
timber-and-plaster houses and 
grid-mapped streets included in 
its territory, and the abbey is the 
place to head for if you're in 
search of snowdrops. 

This is the perfect time of 
year to visit the surrounding 
Victorian woods as snowdrops 
cover the ground - a welcome 
reminder that spring is on the 
way - and other flowers bloom 
throughout the cloistered 
gardens. Over the next few 
months you may catch sight of 
Crocus uentus, aconites, 
fri Hilaries and, later, daffodils. 

On 13 and 14 and 20 and 21 
February, from noon until 5pm, 
the gardens and woods will be 
opening specially to raise money 
for the National Gardens 
scheme. Admission; £130 for 
adults, free for children. Fbr 
further details call 01249 730459. 

Harrogate Spring 
Flower Show 

This Victorian spa town is 
sombre yet elegant, with dark 
stone buildings, a large, grassy 
parkland known as the “Stray” 
and numerous cosy tea rooms. 
These features make the town 
an ideal location for the spring 
flower show, which boasts the 
largest daffodil display in the 
north of England. The show also 
includes an early tulip display, 
numerous other flower 
arrangements, and stalls from 
more than 90 nurseries. 

The event takes place at the 
Great Yorkshire Show Ground 
from 22 to 25 April Admission: 
£8-£I0, with a £2 reduction for 
those who book before 16 ApriL 
Opening times are 9.30am to 
5.30pm, except for 25 April when 
doors win be closing at 430pm. 
Fbr further information call 
01423 561049. 




Go Dutch in Europe’s 
finest kitchen garden 

Keukenhof in Holland is the world’s largest bulb-flow er garden 
and a paean to the bloom that drives men mad. By Geoffrey Roy 


May is the time to find a corner of London in bloom 


London Orchid Show 

Unlikely though it may seem for 
dedicated flower fens, it’s worth 
wending your way through the 
noisy streets, the petrol- 
perfumed air and the battles of 
finding your way around 
London. In addition to the 
Chelsea Flower Show in May, 
this year the capital is to host an 
glite orchid event in March. 

Both traditional orchids and 
hybrid varieties will be on show 
in the exotic displays, and many 
of the plants - which originate 
from locations all over the world 
- will be available to bay at 
the show. 

The London Orchid Show 
takes place at the Royal 
Horticultural Society. New Hall 
London SWl on 20 and 2l March 
from loam to 5pm. Entrance: £5 
on Saturday, £3 on Sunday. RHS 
members get in for free. Fbr 
tickets call 0171-316 4707. 

Dundee Spring Show 

As in London, the hustle and 
bustle of Dundee needs only to 
be peeled back a little to reveal a 
second - and rather more 
flowery -skin. This year sees 
Dundee launch its ninth flower 
show, with a focus on spring 


blooms, but visitors will have to 
wait until April to enjoy the 
displays. Expect to see a 
tremendous array of April 
flowers, including daffodils, 
tulips and various cut “Spring 
Collections”. 

The Dundee Spring Show 
takes place at Old Glamis Road, 
Dundee on 3 and 4 April. It will 
be open from 10.30am to 5.30pm 
on Saturday and llam to 5pm on 
Sunday. Admission: £1.50 for 
adults and £1 for concessions. 
Fbr further information, call 
01382 434500. 

Chirk Castle 

This great, gaunt castle stands 
austerely on the outskirts of 
Chirk, a former principal 
staging-post on the route to 
Ireland, situated between the 
industrial town of Wrexham and 
the Iron Age hill fort of Old 
Oswestry. Every spring the 
grounds play host to a 
proliferation of daffodils, which 
lead the visitor all the way up to 
an 18th-century statue 
of Hercules. 

There will be special 
openings of the grounds to enjoy 
the spring flowers, on 13 and 14 
and 20 and 21 Manfo. Opening 


hours will be from noon to 4pm 
with the last admissions at 
330pm. Entrance: £150 for 
adults and 75p for children on 
these dates, or £2.60 and £L30 
respectively afterwards. Chirk 
Castle is situated outside 
Wrexham in North Wales . Fbr 
further details 01691 777701. 

Kingston Lacy 

Situated near Wimborne 
Mins ter, a dvflised coastal town 
in Dorset that is home to narrow 
streets, Georgian houses and an 
imposing Norman church, this 
grand National Trust property is 
a springtime mecca fbr 
snowdrop-lovers. 

Admiring the Lady Wla lk^ 
blanketed by delicate snowdrops 
has become something of a 
tradition for such people, and 
special weekend openings have 
been organised for the purpose 
- but youTl have to hurry. The 
final snowdrop weekend ends 
tomorrow so, for final glimpses, 
pay a visit between llam and 
4pm on 6 or 7 February. 
Entrance: £250 for adults, £1.25 
for children, and free for 
members. For more information 
call 01202 880413. 

Beatrice Hodgkin 


THINK OF tulips and you think of the 
Netherlands. When tiie Dutch think 
of tulips (bearing in mind that they 
have some 15,000 sq bn ofbulb fields 
netting about 1330 million pounds 
worth of export trade), they think of 
Keukenhof near Iisse, about 45km 
south-west of Amsterdam. 

This year is the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of Keukenhof which 
literally means “kitchen garden”. A 
group of prominent bulb growers 
established the rite in 1949 to con- 
vert ordinary Dutch people to the 
joys of growing flowers from bulbs 
in their own gardens. Keukenhof is 
situated on an estate that once be- 
longed to a 15th-century countess 
who used to grow hobs and veg- 
etables for her dining table here - 
hence the name - and it is now 
deemed to be the world’s largest 
bufiyflewer garden. With 80 acres o£ 
tulips (some 6 million), daffodils, 
hyacinths, and other flowering bulbs, 
flowering scrubs, andent trees and 
beautiful ponds and fountains, 
Keukenhof is referred to as the 
Spring Garden of Europe. 

Strolling around the landscaped 
gardens is an absolute delight, even 
for those not interested in garden- 
ing and horticulture. Flower-beds 
glimmer with the sheer abundance 
of colour as each variety of tulip pre- 
sents its spring-time blush and, 
nestled amongst the more common 
ones, are many of the rarest species. 

•fillips originated in Asia in a belt 
that extends eastward from Ankara 
in Turkey, through Yerevan and 
Baku to Turkmenistan, along flbe Slk 
Route to Bukhara, Samarkand and 
Tashkent and on to the Pamir-AIai 
and Hen Shan Mountains in China’s 





Spring-time blush of the Dutch national flower Geoffrey Roy 


called parades, are; amaryllis, 
freesias and hyacinths from 26 
March to 6 April; orchids from 26 
March to 7 April; tulips and irises 
from 8 to 20 April; chrysanthemums 
from 29 April to 13 May. narcissi idaf- 
fodils) from 22 to 28 April; roses from 
9to 15 April; special bulbous plants 
from 30 April to 10 May .Ustroeme- 
na Bcnivardia from vs to 27 April- 
Ukes from 14 to 24 May; and cartin' 
ttons and summer-flowering plants 
from 15 to 24 May. 
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central-Asian province of Xinj iang 
There are now about 120 naturally 
growing species spread throughout 
the Old Worid. 

Andent trade routes caused the 
tulip to spread its flowers west- 
ward, but tulips didn’t arrive in 
Europe until bulbs were brought 
from Constantinople to Antwerp in 
1562. lbday, there are more than 
5300 different tulips listed in the 
Classified Last and International 
Register qfTuhp Names (published 
by the Royal General Bulbgrowers 
Association of the Netherlands). 

As part of this year’s show at 
Keukenhof. there will be: 10 chang- 
ing indoor flower exhibitions or 
parades; seven themed gardens; a 
corn mill; and, for children, a special 
“Boliebozen” or "Whiz-kids" route 
through the gardens, a maze, animal 
pasture and play area. There will 
also be a music garden where you 
can enjoy smaller bulbflowers and 
trees to the sound of music. 

If you’re planning a visit the 10 

temporary flower exhibitions, or so- 
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TRAVEL 48 HOURS/27 



48 hours ... in San Francisco 

: ne ed a break - and a shortcut to the soul of a city. Ten years ago The Independent launched 48 hours, the prescription 

$ 0I - * e P er ^ ec t weekend break. The idea has been often imitated but never equalled. This week Stuart Price is in San Francisco 




to preach 
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! Why go now? 

at sUI » t barely 

more than £200 through discount agencies] 
the weather is better than the UK land 
always will be) and because it's stunningly 
beautiful. Another appealing factor is the 
price. It s a reassuringly economical city 
cer tainly cheaper now than in Gold Rush 
times, when the easy wealth of the city saw 
eggs selling for up to $50 a dozen and 
whiskey for S30 a quart. 

■B- L , u j „ , 

Gel your bearings 

Maps of this neat and compact city {which 
divides conveniently Into a number of 
different neighbourhoods) are available 
everywhere in San Frandsco. Also pick up a 
Bay Gty guide, which is free in the 
newspaper bins on most street comers. 



Baa 


Beam down 

A cab ride from the airport to downtown San 
Francisco is around £1 8, a door-to-door hotel 
shuttle service costs around £6 and a stretch 
limo will cost anything up to £60. 



l^ke a hike 

If you get sick of the seagulls, bird shit and 
clam chowder of tourist-heavy Fisherman's 
Wharf. Alcatraz prison island© sits a mile’s 
uncomfortable Terry journey out from here. 
Buy an audio tour ticket for "The Rock* from 
Pier 39 ©This tour of Che cell-block from 
inmates and correctional officers is 
Informative, atmospheric and well- 
researched. Many of the miserable stories 
about prison life here aren't exactly true. 
While it was certainly maximum security, 
prisoners apparently had such luxuries as hot 

water - but this may have been to stop them 
becoming coo acclimatised to the feel of cold 
water. From some of the ceils, you can see 
San Frandsco bached >n light: "There was 
never a day when you didn't see what you 
were missing." says one inmate. 


The icing on the cake 

Walk - or crawl, by this time - up TWe graph Hill to 
Cole Tower© for the best city views. Lillie Cot built 
che tower and dedicated It to the earthquake 
firefighters ol 1906. The phallic tower resembles a 
fire-hose nozzle, and local history has it that Lillie 
admired the San Frandsco firemen and their hoses For 
more than their fire-fighting abilities. The inside of the 
tower features Social Realist murals painted in the 
Thirties by WPA painters under the direction of 
Mexican artist Dlegp Rivera. Art. sexual provocation 
and beauty In one - no wonder Billy Graham hesitates 
to preach about heaven. 
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Check in 

The tourist hotels are centred downtown 
around Union Square, scene of the film The 
Conversation. At upwards of E90 a night, 
there is the St Francis© {335 Powell. 001 
til 5 397 7000), where Sara Jane Moore 
attempted to assassinate President Ford in 
1975. There are also plenty of middle-bracket 
hotels for £55 - £75. Including the 
Commodore 9(825 Sutter. 001 407 740 
6442) and the Beresford 0 (635 Sutter. 001 
41 5 673 9900). For more economical 
accommodation, the Geary 0 (61 0 Geary. 

001 415 673 9221) Is dean and friendly with, 
rooms for around £25 a night. 


Lunch on che run 

San Franciscans spend more 
per capita eating out than 
any other city residents in the 
US. The fact that the food is 
generally good quality, even 
at 99c burger Joints like Jack 
In The Bor (400 Geary Street. 
001 415 673 0868). probably 
explains why. For lunch, try 
one of almost 20 bagel types 
and a fizzing mocha at the 
Sonoma VblJey Bagel 
Company© (Sutter and 
Grant. 001 415951 0133). 


Take a ride 

San Frandsco Is a dry of hills, and the 
best way to get over them is by cable car. 
so take a £1.20 ride from downtown to 
Fisherman’s Wharf ©This Is the only 
dty in the world with a revenue-earning 
cable-car system. It's easy to see why, as. 
short of a motorbike, it’s probably the 
most dangerous transport there is: 
passengers hang by their fingertips off 
the sides and alighting points are in the 
middle of busy four-way junctions. 


Window shopping 

Forget window shopping: San Francisco is a 
place to spend. Union Square is the shopping 
centre for over-priced apparel, while for the 
more discerning buyer, Ross© (Market and 
3rd) sells hair-price Calvin Klein underwear, 
mostly in sizes for midgets or Sumo 
wrestlers. Market Street is San Francisco's 
Oxford Street, with purveyors of Levi's for 
£18 and up. cheap sunglasses, consumer 
electronics, ghastly T-shirts and fake IDs. Cold 
cash speaks very loudly here. If you can't find 
what you're looking for. many mainstream 
designers have factory outlets In the SOMA 
district. One of the largest thrift shops 
around is Thrift Town ©(Mission at 1 7th). 
where Hawaiian shirts go for less than £3. In 
fact, almost everything here goes for less 
than £3. 


Demure dinner 

Pick anywhere in North beach for Italian, or 
Chinatown for Chinese food Brandy Ho's 0 
(Columbus Avenue. 001 415 788 7527) serves 
fantastic Hunan cuisine, while the Italian 
restaurants clustered around Columbus and 
Broadway are so Italian even che soap in the 
washrooms smelts of basil and olive oil. For a 
downtown meal with a literary tinge. John's Grill 
© (63 Ellis. 001 41 5 986 0069) is where crime 
writer D35hiell Hammett regularly took lunch. The 
"Sam Spade Chops' are tourtsocally priced at £14. 


Ilosyncratic- 
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Watch out Fob.. 

Earthquakes. San Francisco is due for another 
shake some time in the next 30 years. For 
smokers there are more immediate problems: 
the dty has a zero-tolerance smoking ban 
everywhere, and many hotels no longer - 
provide smoking guest rooms. Some bars do 
ignore the ban but restaurants uphold it. 

And. finally, you may want to give Tfcndertobi 
a miss. Not in the carnivorous sense but in 
the urban - this is the name for hair a dozen 
blocks slap in the dty centre known for their 
uninviting shabbiness. Iltrer-strewn streets, 
flophouses, and che lively focal trade in drugs 
and prostitution. 
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Cultural afternoon 

lake an afternoon to visit the idli 
looking Museum of Modem Art 
and Mission. 001 415 357 4000). The 
gallery has a collection of more than 
18.000 works it uses to put together 
permanent collection shows, including the 
current on-going Matisse exhibition, as well 
as major Abstract Expressionist paintings 
from Jackson Pollock and Clyrford Still. The 
museum is also strong on German 
Expressionism. Fauvfsm and Mexican works. 






Coit Tower on Telegraph Hill 
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A walk in the park 

For many. Haight Ashbury © is sol I a centre for love and peace - the 
Jefferson Airplane. The Grateful Dead, and Jan Is Joplin houses are all 
within easy walking distance. The local houses, shops and cates wear 
this heritage proudly - Vktorian-style clapboard houses in streaks or 
purple, orange, pink and blue, are decorated with tie-dyed curtains 
and psychedelic artwork - and the area has managed to maintain the 
village feel It had when the hippies moved in. with anarchist 
bookshops, vintage clothing emporiums, "record* shops, body art. 
and chimes. Designer label stores still sit comfortably beside discount 
depots. Haight Street finishes at Golden Gate Park © the largest 
expanse of green in San Frandsco. 


An aperitif 

There are two kinds of places to take a quick snifter North Beach hangouts and "view 
lounges' where you can sip vour drinks and survey the city scenery both at the same time. 
Three great high-rise lounges stand out. Ignore the often soulless atmosphere and the 
prices at the 39th floor of the Marriott ©(Fourth and Market. 001 41 5 896 1600). the 
Grand Hyatt ©on Union Square (001 415 398 1234). and Top of the Mark © (California 
at Mason. 001 415 392 3434) and marvel at amply stunning views. Alternatively, drop in at 
the old beat poet bars ©at Columbus Avenue and Broadway. Tosca (001 41 5 986 9651 ). 
with its red booths and opera-influenced jukebox, holds out the hope of catching celebs 
such as lorn Whits. Robin Williams and F rands Ford Coppola. Opposite fs Vesuvio (001 415 
362 3370) where Jack Kerouac and Dylan Thomas soaked at the bar. while Spec's (12 Adler 
Alley. 001 41 5 421 4112) is suitably dingy. 


Sunday morning: go to church 

For those who believe that politics is the new 
religion, a visit to the recently renovated Gty 
Ha!l©is a must. Reopened this January after 
the 1989 earthquake damaged the building, 
tills to many San Franciscans Is the true 
meaning of resurrection and rebirth. In 1 978. 
Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor 
Harvey Milk were assassinated here in their 
offices. Its gold-leafed dome, which sits a few 
feet higher than che Capitol In Washington 
DC was built to be the tallest in the US. 
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Golden Gate Bridge. with Sah Frandsco In background 
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Bracing brunch 

For those who can stomach 
It, you can eat breakfast or 
lunch 24 hours a day around 
Union Square. Diners such as 
Lori’s (Fifties influenced, but 
solid food, 001 415 392 
8646) and the Pine Crest 
Diner© at Mason and Geary 
(a bit greasy, but well- 
patronised by locals. 001 41 5 
885 6407) serve pretty much 
anything at anytime. 




GLOBAL AGENDA 


New York 

Christie’s first skiing poster sale 
last February proved so 
successful - with most of the 
earfy-20th-century posters 
attaining prices far higher than 
their estimates - that the 
second sale (25 February) is 
making the headlines. Whether 
this reflects a rampant nostalgia 
for stylish holiday resorts or a 
growing appreciation of classic 
graphic design (see picture) is 
anyone's guess, but many 
buyers may well be pa ying a 
visit to Cooper-Hewitt’s 
“Graphic Design in the 
Mechanical Age", a selection of 
more than 200 posters, 
paintings, drawings, collages 
and ephemera from the 1920s 
and 1930s. Works by Jan 

Tkchichold. Alexander 
Rodchenko and the Stenberg 
brothers, among others, will be 
on view, and preliminary 
designs will be on show 
alongside finished pieces. 
Coarper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum, 2 East 9lst 
Street New Ybrk, New York, 

USA (00 1 222 S49 8400) 

9 February-23 May, S3-35 

Santa Crux de Tenerife 

An von e seeking a little winter 
sunshine in the Canaries this 
month will have the added 
diversion of the “Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife Carnival", which 



attracts hundreds of troupes of 
musicians and dancers to 
entertain locals and tourists 
glib* Following the election of 
die Carnival Queen on 10 
February there will be parades, 
dancing , live ban<k> - and, on 17 
February something called "the 
burial of the sardine"... 

Tfartous locations, Santa de 
Cruz de Tenerife, Spain < 0034 
922 24 0500), to 21 Fdmurr&jtee 

San Francisco 

The 85 paintings, drawings, 
photographs and sculptures 
brought together in the 
exhibition "Mirror Images: 
Women, Surrealism and Self- 
Representation" are the work of 
women associated with or 
influenced by the surrealist 
movement The pieces, dating 
from 1928 to 1996, are by such 
artists as Louise Bourgeois, 
Frida Eahlo, Cindy Sherman 
and Meret Oppenheim, and 
reflect their authors’ rejection of 
the passive role of object of the 


(male) gaze which has been 
propagated traditionally 
throughout art history. The self- 
representation here is a 
celebration of the 
reappropriation and recreation 
of the depiction of the feminine 
sell Its spirit resonates through 
contemporary art today. 
Museum of Modem Art 151 
Thu^d Street San Francisco, 
California, USA M 1 415 357 

4000) to 20 April, $4-$8 

Sydney 

Since its foundation in 1978 as 
part of a commemoration of the 
Stonewall Riots in New York, 
the “Sydney Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras” has grown to 
become one of the largest gay 
and lesbian arts festivals in the 
world, with over 80 community, 
cultural and political events to 
keep fun at a premium, lb 
qualify for a ticket to the 
extravagant last-night party, you 
need to become an international 
member of the Mardi Gras, but 
anyone can hit the streets on 
Saturday 27 February to enjoy 
the outrageous costumes of the 
night-time parade. 

Various locations, Sydney, 
Australia (00 61 2 9557 4332 or 
hUpJlwtmv.maTdigras.ccfm.oul 
jbr membership and ticket 
details) to 27 February. Party 

tickets cost AU$70 

Sharon Gethjngs 


24-Hour room service: One aldwych 



THE FRENCH are the lucky ones. 
When they disembark from the 
Eurostar from Paris and cross 
Waterloo Bridge, they get the finest 
prospect erf London’s latest five-star 
hotel - whose name is its address. 

One Aldwych occupies a funny wedge on 
the edge of Aldwych, the semi-circle that 
separates Covent Garden from Fleet Street 
The premises are suitably grand for an 
Edwardian hotel - but in feet the building, 
Iveresk House, was designed as a home for 
the Morning Post a now-defunct national 
newspaper The swimming pool in the 
basement of the hotel was where the presses 
were located, and it is flanked by massive 
steel supports. 

From the street, passers-by gawp in at the 
hotel through the huge windows into the 
former Advertisement HalL It is now a lobby 
baz; where high-profile guests like Mick 
HucknaH Robbie Williams and Roger Moore 
mqy loll in high-backed chairs. “A hotel that 
freshens the mind” was (he driving concept 
for the One Aldwych’s creator and managing 
director; Gordon Campbell Grey. 

I'm not saying that the place is modern, 
bull couldn’t decide if the object to the left of 
the reception desk was (a) sculpture or (b) a 
hi-tech lateral ratfiator or (c> a bench. No 
one yelled when i sat on it to survey the 
dean lines, dear spaces and elaborate 
staircase, so I assume it was the latter. 

ARE YOU LYING COMFORTABLY? 

Beds: minimum of 6ft wide, with four plump 
pillows and an eight-inch mattress designed 
by Hypnos: "The first thing that we sell is a 
good night's sleep," says Campbell Grey. 
Non-smoking rooms are available. The best 
among the 105 rooms is a two-bedroom 



Hie only way is op: the stairway to 
One Aldwych’s Axis restaurant and bar 

deluxe suite (with its own fitness centre), 
while the standard rooms on the lower floors 
on the northern side are the least appealing. 
Freebies: high-dass toiletries, plus fruit and 
flowers that are refreshed every day. The 
ashtrays are dassy but not to be taken away. 
Temperature: a fully flexible control system 
- “Vbu must be able to freeze or melt”. 
Bathroom: fitted with an individual 
television. A piping-hot bath runs in just 
three minutes. Those of a nervous 
disposition should be warned that the hi-tech 
drainage system makes an extraordinary 


range of whooshing and dunking hydraulic 
noises that sounds like the soundtrack from 
Creature from the Blade Lagoon. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Television: the five terrestrial channels plus 
CNN, MTV, Sky and others 
Radio: yes. along with a classy CD player 
Fax: a machine will be brought to your room 
on demand 

Internet: bring your own laptop, and plug it 
into the ISDN socket if required 
Phone: a three-minute local call costs 75p 
Switchboard: the average time that the 
phone rang on three occasions was 10 
seconds. Hold music - ‘Steve McQueen - CD 
by Prefab Sprout 

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION 

One Aldwych,. London WC2B 4BZ (0171-300 
0500); salesio onealdwych.co.uk 
Transport: a bit of an Underground black- 
hole, with an awkward 1 0-minute hike from 
the five nearest tube stations: Charing Cross. 
Holborn, Covent Garden. Temple or Waterloo 
Time co Heathrow: 35 minutes if you get a 
good cab run to Paddington for the Heathrow 
Express 

Time to Waterloo International: three 
minutes by cab or bus 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

A double room, including VAT and service, is 
£310-80; English breakfast in bed is an 
additional £i6J>0 each, with 12.5 per cent 
optional service charge. 

To cut the cost by £130, stay on a Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday night before l April so 
you qualify for the “Brief Affair” rate of £220 
including breakfast. 

SIMON C ALDER 
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men ^ 


SHY BUT FEISTY 
Attractive female social worker, 
36. i ran ans. dancing, soaking 
an mtetfigerff. caring, funny 
mate, aged 3040. any nanon- 

alflr. London TTS062 

CHARMING AND STYLISH 
Lively, positive. sophisticated, 
successful. professional Asian 
Hndu female. 33. biteiesied in 
die ans, based n Northants, 
seeks rhe-minded. unattached, 
ancere. N/S mate. 33-38, tor 
that special relationshp. 
ga034 

ARE YOU MY SPUT APART? 
I'm 35. nivera, sporty, suc- 
cessful. single. s*fy, with caring 
naoae. interested m travel and 
the arts, looking tor Ifca-mnd- 
ed male. 30-40. M'S. lor friend- 
ship Imtiafiy. Northa n ts area. 

gS035 

ORIENTAL ACADEMIC 
Female. 38, ait'desagri histori- 
an. petite, attractive. Into arts, 
poms, world aristae. seeking 
a cultural man, 35-45, acade- 
mic/des iB n professional pre- 
toned. London. q506t 
HUGH! 

Thank you tor two wonderful 
dates, m the restaurant movie 
and pub. Locktag forward 10 
the third dale, a waJkanda 
chat in the park, aa pramsed. 
Cheers, Susan. g5045 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
Wtiff-oaveRed, easygoing and 

badtm'umdon, GSOhTseeks 
professional. socnUa mala, up 
to 55. wfth positive outlook. 

N/S, to share varied activities. 

g5037 

HELP 

I need friend to help me create 
my vision lor the future and to 
experience the rrdtennhim. 
Attractive, intefigent female, 
seeking a male friend, aged 
48-60, any nationality. London. 

TT5021 

LOVE AND THE CnY 
Attractive, intefigent 
Continental tody, 30, petite, 
blue eyes, long hair, well edu- 
cated. affectionate, consider- 
ate. seeks white. Asian or 
Oriental sincere gentleman, 

tor tano-tenn re to Sonstip and 
lasting love. London. 775007 
ATTRACTIVE 
6 INTELLIGENT 
Attractive tomato. 42, indepen- 
dent enjoys country pursuits, 
good times, seeking mate. 

N/S. age not important. 
Hampshire based. fBfSOOB 
PROFESSIONAL 
& INDEPENDENT 
Erucfte woman. mrd-4Qs. 5fT. 
medum-buiiL own suooessfti 
business, enjoys badminton, 
jogging, counttyside, theatre, 
travel, spufluatoy, tarot good 
conversation, red wine, seeks 
IrtteSgent, professional, non- 
chauvinistic, tall. woll-lxilt 
man, 3545. HuddersfMd/west 
Yorks. W5010 

Call How! 

To respond to any 
Voice Personals' ad cafl 

8897 554 555 

CjfegBtCTpglda M BalMB 
LOVE AND RESPECT 
Wary attractive lady, 28, 57*. 
dartt brown/brawn, one daugh- 
ter, seeks handsome, loving, 
loyal male, up to 39. to share 
happy times. Has varied Inter- 
ests. Leeds area ontv. TT5C27 
FEISTY 

FIFTY BUXOM BELLE 
Artistic, aitlculale akemafiva. 
eclectic, ene^etic. efferescera. 

tteflgent, impufcavB. outgoing, 
off-beat, unaffidous, undaixO- 
ed. untypical, unfasabfe, seeks 
taB. N/S. sensitive man, with 


FWtSHING TOUCH 
BaDyou need in your He Isa 
goocftaoking, honest bustirar- 
ity male, 29. 5‘HT, brown/Mue, 
vito last cats, fashion and hoi- 
days. call female, I&3S, fora 
special relationship. Yorkshire' 

anywhere. TT5029 

WOMAN PIRATE 
Also witter, ironic and gor- 
geous, fit, we* traveled, reck- 
less and shrewd, Bkes indigo, 
seeks passio na te, conspir at or, 
for hqh seas. ^4796 


SEEKING 

A COMPLETE MAN 
Stunning black professional 
tomato, 30s, sporty, financially 
independent enjoya theatre, 
travel, dtalng (fencing and 
Latin American must seeks 
teased, considerate, tinanctal- 
iy secure, protasstonal gentle- 
man, GSOH, mW-308, 50s, for 

retatiorehta. g492l 

COCKNEY REBEL 
SEEKS MH SOFT 
Shy tady, 40ah, seeks man to 
bring a ttfesoarido. Bees walk- 
ing, theatre, (fining A movies. 
AH redles answered. 1T4917 
ATTRACTIVE 
CANCER1AN 

Female. 43, btonde/hazef. 57". 
Bieswiwig, dWng, socialising, 
hoidays. seeks gent 35-55. 
honest and sincere, tor friend- 
ship, posstote relationship. 

1T4319 

MAN WANTED 
Slim, attractive, happy woman, 
mid-403, fit blonde. South 
Cuntona, seeks similar, dark 
' man, under 50. P4847 
AFFECTIONATE 
GIANT WITH INTEGRITY 
Desired by attractive, warm- 
hearted, free spirit, no Hth. sin- 
gle woman, young 40. blonds. 
57. you ana 28-35, 52"+. 
weil-buia. Scotesh/lristi/ 
Australian, articutete, arty, out- 
door type, tor rewanSng friend- 
ship and ha p piness. TT4838 

Ail Queries? 

If you should have any questions 
about any aspects d our 
Vbfca Pastra/s 1 service, pteara 
caa FREE on 0B00 Z18 3M 

HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 
Professional woman, seeking 
stotilar. inteflgem, adveraur- 
ous. rtrigang man. 40-55, 

N/S. wilJi VGSOH. West 

KticSands area. 174906 

FEMALE, 47.SMOKB1 
. GSOH, Bras gardening, waft- 
ing. animals, eating out pitas, 
seeks mala. 5'tl*. with similar 
In tere s ts, for (rtendahip/reta- 

tionshia. ff 4787 

Kf THERE 

Friendy, outgoing, indepen- 
dent petite, professional lady, 
loves travel, dubbing, good 
food and soctafising. seeks 
easygoing, kind, honest man. 
far fm and friendship. -g-4902 
WARM, 

MTELUGENT WOMAN 
Creative, successful various 
interests, young 47, not slim, 
attractive. op d i witkia Hy seek- 
tog a male sod mate. South 
London. AH repies answered. 

174843 

BUBBLY ATTRACTIVE 
Lady, 30, seeks attractive, pro- 
fessional mate, with GSOH, to 
(Ssccvar if there's more to its 
than work! XP4886 
REAL 

Stylsh London lady graduate. 
30+. mixed race. warm, fivefy. 
ans oriented, seeks soul mate, 
5a Oidonj/london. TT4843 
NAUTICAL? 

Attractive, auburn-haired lady, 
early 40s, seeks occasional 
weekends salfag, off the South 
Coast with an InteDgent man, 

to 1993. 174881 

OPTIMISTIC 

Bubbly, positive female, petto 
but assertive, who laves Efe. 
meeting people, parties, danc- 
ing, has lots of friends but 
seeks dose relationship with a 
positive, together, fefrfy suc- 

cesaful mate. C4819 

STHEETHATE 
Weekend to Now York, half 
marathon, hofttey In Iceland. 

Can you ft these into yow 
busy work scheme too? 

Mature, successful, elegant, 
prafesskmnl Cheshire woman, 
seeking a simBar, confidant 

man, N/S. 2T4888 

JUST HAD 
40th BIRTHDAY 
Told Ha begins therel Fin. 
crazy female, two chOdran. 
hates housework, loves party- 
ing, long conversation, seaside 
and country walks, seektog an 
attractive, humorous, arty/ 
musical man, tor aoul mate. 


WILD THING 

Attractive bfeek female, 24, 
seeks tofeiSgent attractive, 
whin male, 25-30, trendy 
dresser. humorous. MM 


FREE SPIRIT 

Professional lad* tomkWOs. 
dvorced, own home ait, 
enjoys travel, music, theatre, 
(Sting ouL tin oris, seeks 
bliL GtoiBar interests, tor , 
friendship, maybe mare. 
■0-4835 

Don't Forget! 

Place your own Voice 
Personals* ad FREE on 

9899 216 351 


Leo woman, looking for a spe- 
cial afen. sagltterian / aquarian 
male, 45-50, acad e mfc/totaHac- 
maf, but healthy SOI & great 
fun. vegetarian. N/S. high- 
minded. senstove. Sometime 
skier, sailer and tennis player. 

tT4901 

' StMPATICA INGLESA 
Part-time, unattached man, 40- 
60, wanted tor tire fun bhs In 
Hie: Italy, tennis (the Open in 
Rffne to May?) Monet axbtoi- 
[Ion, TLC. your suggestions. 
Reciprocated by Londoa 
Stoioatica Inoleae. XT49t1 
HOPING TO FMD_ 

.m easygoing, land, honest, 
solver*, tun -loving male, 
Bradford and nearby Yorkshire 
area, who seeks a merely, 
otegotog, petite, professional 
lady, to 40s, who enjoys cats, 
curry, waks, the countrysido 
and travel, lor friendship. 

B-4913 

VIVACtOUS VEGETARIAN 
Attractive, redhead, 36, green 
eyes- medhun butid, tkvorced, 
into arwnal rlghK. seaskte. 
candles, fos^cks. honest and 
fun. seeks attractive, happy, 
sanstore. animal tovfng male. 

35-45. 1T4B38 

MAKE OUR 

VALENTINE'S SPECIAL 
Two gorgeous, stogla men. 
sought tar bind double Gate on 
14th of February, with two 
ticteatiy gorgeous, young, free 
wanon. tT4fl2P 
CHARMING AND STYLISH 

Lively, positive, sophisticated, 
successful, professional, 

Aslan, Hindu female, 33. Inter- 
ested In the arts based to 
N ort ha mp to n, seeks Bre-mlnd- 
ed, unattached, sincere, N/S, 
male, 33-38, tor that special 


SOUTH SOMERSET 
Attractive lady, sOm. inteffigem, 
young 60s, enjoys dasslcal 
music, the arts, environment 


g, yores rung, country 
walks, Beachcombing, seeks 
good-looking, educated gentte- 
man, 50-65. with waikmg boots 
and aense of direction. P4ffil 
WHO LOVES ME... 

..Jhe way I am? Crazy, uncon- 
ventional sensitive woman, 

8T. 38. many interests, travel, 
photography, seeks good/bad 

sides of He. TT4776 

IBDLANDS 

Attractive female, 5'5*, sfm 
buld, dark hak, Ikes waking, 
stojina flying, gfldng, more, 
saek3 taD. handsoma (hopeful- 
ly) male, 45+, tor friendship. 


MAD MARCH HARE 
Female, 38, tores counbysida, 
Africa, cinema, laughter, paste, 
fun. seeks tor 1899, Hke-mi tid- 
ed, tal, spontaneous man, 35- 
45, N/S. with esseruiaDy 
GSOH. London based. 174763 


AQUARIAN 
Female, 38. SE". dark 
auburntorown. soaks tat, HIS, 
witty, totefflgent chap, GSOH, 
40-50. must tore courarysde, 
amrajs. ancient sights, SW 

3108.114782 

WARU/WTTTY IN LONDON 
Tal. attractive, btonda female, 
earfy 40s. seeks down-ttneartti 
man, to share fOms. meals 
outfin, wfrie. chat and whatever 


ROCK CUMBER 
Lady, natty 40s, seeks male 
nxk-cfmbing partner. Surrey 
based. V4774 


ROMANTIC MAN 
Mate, 21 ,6*T, N/s, brown/ 
blue; varied interests. pUtt. 
ctobe, more, outgoing, asaks 
stoflar female, 20-30, tor nights 
to/out south wwes. maa 
HAPPY GW 

Asian male, 27. GSOH. aBm, 
good-tookteg. PhD sotdar*, 
Skes movies, books, totelectu- 
d. seeks temele. 25*. warm 
sid attractive, for toi and froL 


ARAB GUY 

Young, handsome btack gen- 

deman. 31. 57*. venr good- 

lodktog, seeks femm, 25- 30s, 
to shae He's pressures and 
maybe more. 1T5023 


READY TO GOT 
Mate. !*• 20s, 52". dark 
brewnWeeny bkw, tojoj® 
moat things to Ha. GSOH. 
seeks femate. lor fnenoshp- 
haritpadong abroad and who 

knows? 1T49gP 

TURN OVER— 

A new lead, a new yaw. Good- 
l o o kin g mate. 3a tores cine- 
ma. theatre, toeratura. rusr a fif- 
th shy, seeks tomato. 23-35. to 
share Ha's adventures. 

London g50*2 

SPICE MAN 

Aston mate. 38. seeks tomato. 
25-35, tar friendsfm, ngbts 
ineuL cuddes and possibly 
m Brisat 1T4845 


MUSLIM KAN 
Mato. 42. rawer nmd, 
yowg-tootang. charming, ntef- 
b qent e duc ated, seaks Muafcn 
woman, tar permanent rafa- 


UNCOMVBnXMAL MAN. 

Shm. fe 56. M'S. w0l SOH. 
aawted and creative, wsh 
property, enjoys beach, books 
and tre art*, fine food and 
mne. seeks home-laving, car- 
me woman IT 1 229 
PLENTY TO OFFER 

Malt, young 50. loves good 
toocLsusc art9.6nanw. 
seeks tody to a taravar kind 
of reteooiiship. London. 

IT 4966 


\ February 14th 
} Valentine's Day 


Don ’t forget to place your ad . . . 

...and find your dream for Valentine's Da}' and beyond! Place your FREE ad by 

simply calling FREEPHONE: 

0800 216 351 

Meeting someone special this Valentine's Day couldn't be easier! 

Vbicafanaootf qppcori eoch week in Ths Widgaendwit on Sohuric y ond a Tlw brispendant ar. Srofcy 

Botfi Bie adwn and ihe Dffl B placo aw wNentywnera an; rroo. bowgvei tamtam m Mtel £ acmx BT m 3 ct pn'anai U rrgwigi PBtnBvtt. 

Plsase contHd offisr servics prowtien (or daafe of tfw dwgas. The advariser is aranciy anexuayai ts raoad a wsca swing prio s pubfcaon. 

» you raspcod m an toranra* who naa naiecotHeti a voc»ywmnc.TCu waste law ftaccpcnjiys ware a mange 


TO PUff TS9t RKE 10: 

Cal Freephone UN M Mff and leave your 30 word Voice 
Personae* adver tis ement and heacBlne. Then youlrecahre a 
voice mafl box number and PW nurriber nefli Instructiors on 
record i ng your peraonH voice greeting and Battering to year 
responses. Both five advert and the caS to place the 
advertisement are free, however advertisers are bited at tin 
normal ST ptmkm rate at 50p per minute at a R times for 
0891 cafis tar m — s aga ratriaveL 


T8BffffT9JKHJK& 

Crete the ads tint rterea you and cal MU mm and 
Mow the simple insbudions to hev Vie advertiser's greeting 
message or to hear greetings koffl people who match your 
search criteria You can leave e w — ^ a a tar those who 
uteres! you - ifs ample fast and aesyf 


K H B Bt ti ifcsonBMi8itoitwflaiia reteia toiwe»«whtodto 
»p ti b fc |fe » indtie>yoatitiiioiteii M y iM» !Bi— .Hikwte 
bowphew luu b wn to yncwvno n 4orttoitodBln B «o. 


UFE^GOOD. 

MAY BE BETTER! 

Are you romantic, capable of 
unconfroiable laugttter. 
thoughtful conversation, sensi- 
tive handing of a headstrong 
female, 40*7 Are you tall 45*-. 
and nor expecting He to be 
perfect? Let's talk. Surrey 
based TT4771 


CULTURAL CONNECTION 
Lively. tun-lcMtng, phiioaophi- 
ctdy-minded mrie, seeks 
Euopean. Latin bdy. stetBar 
Interests, outlook. GSOH. zest 
tor Ota essentiaL Sussex. 
V5063 


DNA TO SHARE 
Possibly in»figant. attractive, 
ston male, 38, enjoys country- 
side. ans, matting, open-mind- 
ed. with spiritual side, seeking 
a younger woman, tot a shared 
future. South Wales. TTS036 

fit; sob 

Romantic, caring male, 40s, 
5'6‘. simratfTfetie bufld. Into 
running, cycling, arts, country- 
side, seeking a female, aged 
30-45, to sham a* or none of 
the above. VbrtgHre. P5018 
ROMANCE 
IN SOMERSET 
Tafl, sten, attractive, genuine. 
honesL professional gera. Sv- 
kig in Somerset enjoys 
tood/Vrine, travel, laughter, 
conversation, outdoor activi- 
ties, seeks dmEar. classy; intei- 
ligent. stimmsh lady. 40otii, tor 
Be. tone and laiiBtiter. 1T4618 


TALL DARK AND 
MEDITERRANEAN 
Pro fesw o na l male. S', 
biack/brown, of MetStemmean 
origin, loves keepmg &L Travel 
reacting, seeks female. 25-35. 
wMh similar jmemsrs. TTSC30 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
Reared. profes sto tiaL easygo- 


ing. kind, genffe male. 58. 5'8T, 
GSOH, smoker, enjoys every- 
itvng Hi fita. seeks matin 
femala. any nanonaSry, who's 
kind, centie and understand- 
ing. tor friendship inteatiy. 

g-5040 

TRAVELLING MAN 
Mate. 50s. N/S. retired, own 
housefoaccaravan. much to 
offer the ngtc lady enjoys car- 
avanning In UK/Euiope. seeks 
sflm/madmm lady no lies pre- 
feired, to share Merasts. plus 
companionship hom e/a way. 
TT5038 


MALE. 40« 

SSKB SOUL MATE 
Hard-wartong male, 44. SW 
Londortbasad. seeks cool, 
tod -back, younger. soH-opte- 
iona te d female, to help change 
the pteneLwettgant c onvers a - 
tion. fcwndshc & more. J4848 
GOOD-LOOKING A GENUINE 
Male, md-401, 5 8*. based m 
Brigtooa shm build, N.'S. Bras 
eating maul, travel art, seeks 
tanate. any naoona&ty, 3546. 
to companionship, possibly 


MUMMY'S BOY 
Maura student, early 30s, S'4', 
red hair, biua eyes, attractive, 
honest, wsh VGSOH. Bres 
reading, history, wales, ani- 
mate. chess, good food and 
pubs, having a good time, 
seektog London-based, attrac- 
tive, tateBpera. outgoing and 
cultured female. 3040. V4823 


FROM NOFfTH TO SOUTH 

■*- - 

•MHiPIIQVi WJCk 

29. Sit-, camg. MhM. seeks 
■prety, funky, in dep en d ent 
fen-toMng altracnve femate. to 
experience a ratter ooaster o< 
exetomere. travel and - 


COMMS6KNMTE MAN 
TDong-toorang rsaneo, prone 
atonal, urdoroeduaw Biglteh 
mete. 40*. 5'S*. tom, m mou te r 
and fa. N/S. romantic, caring 
wtoi GSOH. anjore moat 
dungs Bfe, stotifer 
iMWle. tor MenoUite MMy 

V4B97 

ARE YW OUT THHTE7 

Mete. 42. xeetia temate, 30«t 
Iw ton, friendship, maybe 
m ore 7*4399 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 

Mate. 21. HMe music. toaBMN 
end terms, pub*, cum. seeks 
female. 24-26, tar friendship, 
poswble le tetionahlp. ITtogZ 
GOLDS* BROWN 
MeOow. v«y anraemrv Ateao 
guy. 32. 5 r. graduate, 
impairing putasatonN. enjoys 
kmp-BL dmng. ttenemg ea 
enoes. arts; eonvereaacn. 
seeks open-mmded. vttatagent 
femate. 25-35. tar too HnM. 

B4&H 

CHESHIRE 

PROFESSIONAL— 

-33. seeks pratessonaf «9y. 
to he(p entiase hte marw- 
■enpts and meytw more. 
TT4903 

ORIENTAL/JAPAN ESC 
TNI, successful, weB-travriad 
Engfishman. 4a N.S, SW 
London area, seeks stm Far 
Eastern lady. NS tor good 
times, friendship and maybe 
mom. 94910 

lay (faeries? 

II you should fare any question# 
about arty aspect of our 
Votes Person as' semes, ptoses 
C3B FREE on OBQD 216 351 

SOMEONE TO LOVE 
Easygoing, caring gent 4t. 

5TT. with GSOH. NS. madam 
butt. darMtrown. Bnjoystiw 
arte, we lung, cooking reading 
etc., seeks sincere, sensitive 
fedy. ZD-35, tor friandstop. pos- 
sible long-term relationship. 
TT49I4 

COMPANIONSHIP AND- 
Whits, prafesatanal mala. 48. 
with SOH. inwrasts induda 
phot o gr ap hy, hri -waking. Ba 
■ning io martiy classical 
muse, rearing concert-going 
seeking an attractive, caring 
tody 35-50. for friendship. 
Preferably in Cambridgeshire 

or London, TT4908 

EXILED NORTHERN SOUL 
Seeks syntaioais. with snrt 
petite, sparky, women. Ms? 
Vrireatiia, sfrm. GSOH. sotvera. 
no ties. 49. Words, Images, 
wrier, Intimacy etc. Surrey. 

g4492 

COTSWOUJS CALUNG 
Marketing consultant, needs 
hatp to hid hts pereonsi 
potential. Excepltonri woman 
sought to stimulate the winning 
envi r onment with thte 
Gtaucestershire-based man, 

5a Love family life. food, fun 

and France Mf4904 

SINGLE M CUMBRIA 
Unattached mate. 50, into 
wasting, countryside, theatre, 
dancing, cinema, seeks innr- 
esting tamale. 30-50. V4889 
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drawing clown the moon I 


"a partner for life... 
that's where Drawing Down 
the Moon comes in" 


0171 937 6263 

Ho :c Office: Adam & Eve Mews, Kensington 
City Office: C«nn on Street 



SEBQHQ NEW HORSfiMS 
WfeB (revel. lttoHteJiouB mate. 
37, toufeoutooore, R»rt,*ta> 
tag cyodog »Mks actere 
woman, vmoateo shares a 
tore of tha tinatre. good food, 
hnht and conversation. 
BerkafStoftefeuBownd XT47a*_ 
SMPUT THE BEST 
Mate. 29. ff, M. tom. 
iterifMMk attractive, enjoy* 
WnreLmuric, eritog totout. 
nlghte cut photography and 
'apart*, h*ks rinctive, tan 


TYPICAL CAHCEMAM 
TM, young 55. *emi bricL 
dworced. ttaatiL sporty prec- 


A DATE XT THE TATE 
To share a peaaton tor 
Bomardl Male, 46, 67, end fit 
tor more, eyeing arifing «** 
and traveCng more through 
petverBky, than adversity. 

Essex area. TT47B8 

FRANCOPHILE 
Reserved, omskSenite, torolt- 
gent, tal, sffcn. divorced mala, 
54, N/s. ikaa tennis, classical 
musta. foreign travel, seeks 
similar femate, 45-55, N/S. tar 
friendship, posribte relatton- 

shlp. Bnflpf area. YT4794 






aponx, saeka attractive, ha 
* ■* * » »■■ HVvWH unvvor 
MM. lor frteratehipL maybe 

more,tt<888 

ROMANTIC AOVOmaiER 
•fete. mkHRa, body SOa. 
flntT, mtechtewms, M kriufei t. 
fetodaome, aroe, camg so>- ■ 
vent ratted prcfeatoutel too-' 
tite. WS. GSOH. free, ewls 
yttwg fe*. tt w ffe h . w reutt riri i , 
mteNgen fe m a te. I* B yoo? 
BrMofcbiaica- *04680 
ROMEO SQ9CS JIAJCY 
Sbigte mate. 9a toektag br 
driiwet in riaees*. tar frtend- 



blond am 

HHheret Attractive mate. 38. 


wMktagouLi . . 

femate, UUQ, tar tun Kid 
ywlwnwM, London - 1247M 
A CULTURAL CCMNtCTION 


TAKE A CHANCE 
Attractive, architect, vewior 
dwgnar. n*Mte 5 l(T. atari, 
N/S. GSOH. pretty easygoing 
enyoyt weskenda away, vttta p p 
ptecea of inwreaa. saata 
tomato, mrimfe r 
profeuion/aoe. tor feetopes 

le tolw r ahl p. ggg 

ALONE IN 

PEMBROKESHnE 
TaB. *bn M, woriwg woman, 
grown up kids, N/S, into 
adventures, wetatap and *a«- 
Ing music. cteasciVjazz, ant 
and books, seeks Bre-rianfed 
man, to sham and enjoy the 

tun. TT4B36 

DYNAMIC PROFESSIONAL 
Male. 30, V. browrvTjiuB. aver- 
age build, good- tootang anfeys 
most things in Bo. Bws muse, 
sport, very coofidort, outgoing. 
hud back, seeks tanttle, 25^3, 
who's att rac ti ve, lively, tar rate- 
tionshp. tt463S 
HAPPY AND CONTENTED 
Marketing m ana g e r, seeks 30* 
lady, to compfete tea picture, t 
Bra music, good toed, country- 
side and tee out doors. East 

Mttands. tr484Q 

ARCHITECT 

Retired, active mate. 60s, 57". 
sflm build, solvent. MS. ati- 
lurad, tan varuai ana. music, 
travel, seeks slmmsti femate 


LOOKING TOR YOU 
Retired, pRifessfonaL easygo- 
ing tend, gentle mate, 6a 57, 
GSOH, smoker, enjoys every- 
thing ki Me. seeks mature 
female, any ra nio na ft y who's 
kind, gentietnd understand- 
mg tor moncana> mniaiiy. 

■tT47a3 

WORTH AGAI0LE7 
Pmfesa l onaL (It mate, 47. 
eclive, Momuste. art* and 
mourarins, seeks adventurous 
femate, tor ■§ rtek* West ntt- 

tends. g4607 

ARE YOU LOGKBKU 
...tor someone spedN loo? 
Stogla w riter gu y.40, 5Tf . SE 
London, seeks stantawdum- 

butfemrie.'tteaia 

SPORTY HAN 
Exuoveited, iactife.nl, stm- 
mish male, 40s, N/S, seeks 
younger, tamkfew modeUsoU 
babe. London/homo counties. 

■04723 

ATTRACTIVE AW) FRfEJTOLY 
Mete, 40s. GSOH. seeks tmsi- 
Sgem, rifectionete. attractive 
ts me te eou( mite. 30-sa 
London/Essex/Eatf Angfia. 
TT4841 

Don’t Forget! 

Place your own Voice 
Personals* ad FREE on 

8888 216 381 


Ltatffc (un-tovtag phtissophi- 
e erily i m i nted ta mvfrtw iL seeka 
Eurapeen/Latln lady, writ Mmf- 
tor were— Write eli. a GBOH 
endpa m n n tor ft eaun ttsi . 


SOMBONE SPECIAL 
PMfeaatonolOiMnW male, ga 
gtnutae. ritieettae. saata ktxL 

Til wn (to i ***- i ■»-*-- 

irmnopf, uDvrwiffMiiinni, 

2f -3a tor taentafep. poestate 
re tekoniwp, (JceeseanoeuL 
ri ntt. music, navel T P4W6 
CREATIVE MAN 
Mate. 33. (fend, good- 
tooksig riusmorfecturar. 
min Miiv tmM i 

04772 


SEEKS KM RELATIONSHIP 
Good4ookmg oonfider#,. 
•traighf Acting non-scana. g*r 
preMssnori musician, aged 
2S. w«h many inwests one- 
me. soewbsmg. Mng our and 
travat leaking ■ simnr guy. 
Continental background rape- 
oatiy welcomed London. 

■05026 

NICE MAN SOUGHT 
vtwng mate, won varied imei 
esis. seeking an okter. retired 
male. 6S-80. tor dose fnond- 
stvp. London b ased W5089_ 
(JDKKXNSHiREMORFOLK 
Straipht-acting quiet, advert 
won, gn mate, ntid40s. 

57. start build, ddte hair. 

GSOK enjoys wafeng. fltt- 
rira. travel, good tooavwne. 
gerdenmg, seeks saiitt, tar 
tnendsnip, possibty i 2-1 . Can 
Iravriaccommpdaw. 04 96? . 
GAY HALE ' 

Stan butt. 46. ST", tan tire- 
rire. riasskrai music, eating 
out counfry houses end 
antique cottscting one modest 
scata, seeks muter, 35*. kx 
monogamous, one «KMeraia- 


NORTH MANCHESTER 
Professional mate, own home, 
vary caring end honeet, seeks 
someone special to share fate 

with, TT4887 

CALL ME 

Mate. 27. medium butt. furHov 
tag caring frteniSy. Pisces - • 
5TT". qute good-tookmg, 
sfra^-acting'cfeanshiiren. 
enpjys theatre, anema. hatening 
to music, seeks long-haired/ 
pony-te*. Stan, cariryfeen- 
■haven male. W4779 


100% GENUINE 
Attractive TV. 31, famtama 
dresser, seeks sincere, under- . 
standng gant, tar testing rate- 
nonship. Genuitt replies only 
please. No time-vrasTers. 
MManctaWbua tf4849 
COUPLES 

HappSy married coupte, young 
50, and atiraettvo, seeks other 
cotpto. 354a tor sodaSstog. 
waekend a away, posstoty more 
B compatible. Somereri' 
Devon/ComwaU areas. TTS041 
TEMPTED? 

BKsatoue femate. young 42. 
madum build, brown harfeyea, 
VGSOH, enjoys sport*, driving 
occasional pub/ckte. driving, 
seeks female, sknflar situation/ 
taterests, tor fnandstap. possi- 
My more. Bedaduton. '04798 


■V I 
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Independent Hearts 


II you are single 
Don't take a chance 
Make a choice 

FREEPHONE 0800 122 122 


RICHMOND, KINGSTON, 
WEYBRIDGEJ 

Make ^ Date is your !ca! voice mail dating system. 
To meet someone living near you. 
caii 0660 615 615 now. 

Why 


‘VaCenfate^ 

(SIR'S US) ^Uerf 

<y r ijfL r f 'tie Act Now! Offer limited 

A ‘ 1 to first 500 ! 

Club Sirius the introduction Agency for the 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 

1 0,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

§:3Qam - 1 0:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC IB 1 SY. 

Visit our Website http://www.clubsirius.com 


finding a 
partner for life I 



To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 

Personal 
Team on 
0171 293 
2347. 


Personal Pages 
will appear each 
week in this 
section of the 
paper. We will 
no longer be 
featuring Voice 
Personals in 
The Information. 


1999 VALENTINE 
BREAKS GUIDE 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR SPECIAL 
BREAKS FOR 
VALENTINE'S WEEKEND. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 
THE UK TRAVEL TEAM ON 

0171 293 2552 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 

raEINtt^NDENT 


Chat Lines 


EC 

encounters 

Live One 2 One 
and Group Chat 

Calls are FREE! 
-24hs 

0800195 1010 


Al ails so FRS. Vba oriy pay lor oiNfcM hde 
Mriar CBBdK cam acowWMl Wm mus to II 



Chat-Lines 


Chat ¥% 
USA , . 

Clint din-c! to American Girls 

0640 666 511 
I P 1 - A ■! U 

Tarot 2000 
10391 959 534 




fjie ft J tone. G cfjy 

1^0 TO 60 

m WOMEN 
S>0N LINE 

,HT CCIHNEIJTIOHS 24HHS 

1089170 80 57 


uu- 4 1 0894 


: C Lrnup t li.ll L 



01714580001 

E.tivs Call: 

0991 100631 

Cav/Bi Call: 

06602500 50 


:.K M2-E4 •xt*: rr,^er . 




i Adult 
Chat 



. G'uyvCall: oggi in Soi 


08961111 EE1 


08961 109148 
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iT: 

0881 600 656 
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MODERN MANNERS: 



Dear Serena, 

teve caused offence to a 
large group of people who, until 

very little ability to 
fight tack. But they have reeLtly 
thenisehres with powerful 
and vocal lobby groups. As a result, J 

have “y job, but they 

seem still to be after my blood. Can 
you suggest the best way to put 
things right? 

Glenn, Lancaster Gate 


There's very little you can do to put it 
right, but a grovelling apology might be 
a good place to start Try something 
like: “I am a Christian, and believe in 
reincarnation. The fact that I am 
unable to open my mouth without 
. w putting my foot in it is obviously intend- 
1 ▼ed by some higher power. J must have 
been a sententious prat in a previous 
life. It is karma." 

Dear Serena, 

1 am 37, unmarried and two months 
pregnant The father is currently 


being good about it though Fm not 
sure if we're going to stay together 
as oar history isn't entirely smooth 
and we were on the verge of calling it 
a day when this happened. 1 am 
going to go ahead with having the 
baby regardless, as I am afraid that 
time is getting tight and this might 
be my last chance to have a child, at 
least fry someone for whom I have 
feelings. I am certainly able to cope 
financially, bat there is one problem. 
How do I tell my overprotective 
Catholic parents? J can't believe that 
1 have this problem at my age, but 
they stall see me as an irresponsible 
adolescent despite the fact that 1 
have been running a multinational 
company for the last six years. 

Millie, Hertford 

Of course they still think of yon as an 
irresponsible adolescent: they are your 
parents. However you break this news 
to them, they will continue to think that 
you are an irresponsible adolescent 
They win probably think (or at least 


persuade themselves 
that they think) that 
this cftiM is the 
result of your first 
naive foray into sex- 
ual relations, and 
that you have been 
“caught” like so many 
teenagers before you. At 
least you have two strikes in 
your favour, as Cathodes, 
they are hardly going to urge 
abortion and, because of your 
age, they have probably 
been nursing fears for 
some time now that you 
will never furnish them 
with grandchildren. You 
have about a month's 
grace to work out a 
plan, because it's wis- 
est to keep stumm 
from all but your best 
friend until you're sure 
nothing ghastly h as 
gone wrong. After that, 
you have a duty to tell 




the old folk as soon as possi- 
ble, as springing the news 
and the baby on them in 
short succession would 
probably push them into a 
state of total acopia. If you 
really can't bear to tell 
them face to face, make the * 
most of your position at work. 
Wait until you have to go to Los 
Angeles, then call from your 
hotel room where they can't track 
you down and say “Mum, dad. I'm 
in Los Angeles and I'm going to 
have a baby in October. I'll be back 
two weeks and we can discuss 
it tben." Then slam the phone 
down so you won’t be too 
guilt-ridden by the 
sound of their screams. 

Dear Serena, 

How do you like your 
coffee? 

Kenneth, Tyne and 
Wear 

Smooth, strong and rich. 


with just a hint of decadence. Forget 
the feel of velvet and silk, as velvet has 
always tended to make me gag. And 
never serve it instant from ajar, or 
your party full of advertising trendies 
will look very quizzical indeed. 

Dear Serena. 

My friend Belinda has been going on 
about her wonderftil new man 
Marcus for months, and we were all 
dying to meet him. Imagine my 
horror when we bumped into each 
other in the street one day and it 
turned out that Marcus was someone 
I had a disastrous one-night stand 
with 10 years ago and was relieved to 
have never heard from again. He 
showed no signs of recognising me. 
so maybe the secret is safe. Or should 
I tell her? What do you think? 

Mandy, Exeter 

Under no circumstances, unless be did 
something like steal your credit cards 
or torture your cat Belinda will not 
appreciate knowing that you know what 


her dream lover is like in bed, and he 
will no doubt have been as keen to for- 
get the whole incident as you were. And 
don't spend too much time feeling smug 
about our little secret: remember, if the 
sex was disastrous, it's just as likely to 
have been you as him that got it wrong. 

Dear Serena, 

Is it reasonable to ask a boyfriend. 1 ' 
husband to buy tampons? 

Richard, Acton 

Only if he's passing one of the larger 
branches of a major chain chemist Any 
man sent to the comer shop tor 
Women's Things has a right to refuse, 
or at least to demand that she buy a 
pack of condoms the next time she 
patronises the same shop. 

Knotty problems irith the world ludny? 
Write to Dear Serena. The Independent 
18th Floor, l Canada Square. London 
E14 5DL, where they will be treated 
unth customary sympathy 



Aries 

IF 

THE WEATHER'S been variable, at best Now 
you feel you are moving into safe haven, you 

uafl 

dirty British coaster The good news is you’ll 
be able to shift some pig-lead and settle some 
bills. There will be flashes of intuition, like a 
glimmering from the depths, but you may be 
advised to store this rather than acton it Ybu 


may feel less effective, but restraint can have 
more power than expression. Inner beauty 
may be useful after alL 



TAURUS 

YOU WILL know the song ‘Don’t Wbny, Be 
Happy”. Do not give it head room. You have a 
talent for worry and the more you worry the 
more money you’ll make the nicer you'll be to 
your friends, the more your spouse will like 
you. Venus is square with Saturn and likes the 
discipline (we needn't spin out the 
implications). Your loyally; so rare these days, 
r may be misconstrued as a fear of moving into 
tire unknown. Beware vulgar minds. 

AS MERCURY goes into Pisces, the most 



Gemini 

peculiar sign of the Zodiac, you may find your 
battiness gets an unwelcome buret of energy. 
Which head will you wear today? The warm 
one? Or the gay one? Or the edd, analytical 
one? No, the one that goes with your shoes, of 
course! Sensitivity to the mental processes 
around you give you a farm of telepathy. Now 
you’ll find out what people really think of you 
<uh ob). Don’t protect yourself too much. 
YOUR EMOTIONAL meteorology looks 
interesting. There are sunny opportunities in 


Cancer 

the ridge of high pressure that’s coming your 
way but only if you take your dothes oft Your 
anxieties about the way you look underneath 
are the worst form of egotism. There is one 
who will see your loveliness. An added 
inducement normally you pay for this 
pleasure with depression, but this time you get 
away with it (Lord knows you deserve itj. 

IF YOU’VE beer feeling the need far a little 
spice in your life, here comes the tabasco. You 



Poppy folly 

YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 



T he trouble (and you maybe dubious about 
that singular) with Aquarians is that they 
preach freedom but live as prisoners, 
wrapped in douts, in the heavily guarded 
hovel of their souls. The tops of the 
double-perimeter fence, where they’re 
dressed with tiger wire. Is decorated with the bodies erf 
those who tried to penetrate the Aquarian secret. 

It was a fool’s errand; even Aquarians don't know what 
the secret is, and norwould you want to if you 
were they 

But there are none the less a number of positive 
qualities, and here they are. Aquarians are assiduous 
name-droppers (though the name they drop most is 
their own), and very attentive foul-weather friends 
(they like you better the more you bleed). Aquarians 
also have a very significant talent for adultery, and 
continually take the gold medal for infidelity- to 
people, ideas and political parties (Lana Turner; 

Harold Macmillan). Aquarians have no beliefs fait 


many opinions, and this is a good thing When they do 
have beliefs dike Mary D, thousands wfrl die. They 
confuse ideas with ideals, and sounds with sense. They 
believe themselves to be talented, and sometimes they 
are, but still they are unable to explain the presence in 
their sign of Michael Bentine, and Larry Adieu and 
Denis Norden, and George Mikes and Norman 
Wisdom and Ian Gow and Jane Seymour and Libby 
Purves and Tony Blackburn and James Callaghan. 

There is something about Aquarians which makes 
you want to try and fob them (Ronald Reagan, 
Abraham Lincoln, St Marlowe, Louis XVI), and 
something else about them, behind the tiger wire, 
which makes them want to kill themselves (Brendan 
B ehan, James Dean, Sir Thomas More. Eva Braun). 
It’s true they are a well-meaning si gn, they just don’t 
have the restraint, the caution, the discipline, or the 
manners to express it 



Sagittarius 

continuing blockage? First your energy is 
down you're working on three of your six 
cylinders, and worse, when you try and 
explain, it comes out all wrong. Tact has never 
been your thing, but just now you can't even 
express the truth and beauty you pride 
yourself on. You'll end up feeling guilty about 
the mess - either keep quiet or keep moving. 
THIS IS what you’ve been waiting foe this 
aspect with Vhnus - even though it's seen as 



Capricorn 


negative, any connection with Venus exalts 
you. Where you are thought desiccated you 
are radiant, where you've been slandered as 
materialistic you are giving off a spiritual 
plasma. Less substantial signs fall into orbit 
and make you the centre of their motion; they 
must maintain their velocity or crash. Thus 
your creativity can crush those you love. 

IT'S QUIET Tbo quiet Ybu have the appetite 
for action but a strange vagueness keeps you 




Leo 

are inspired with originality power and 
intelligence Its the recipe for chaos, of 
course, and it may be difficult for you to 
manage the consequences of genius (you are 
more conventional than you like to admit). 
This foray into the higher unknown will be 
exhausted by the end of the week. Intelligence 
will be useful tit's a two-edged sword in your 
case). 

NO, YOU aren’t sick, but vivid images may 
present themselves during the day. If you go 


VIRGO 

very still and trust in silence, you win find you 
can read the minds of those around you (this 
isn't something Virgos actually want to do). As 
your disciplines dissolve, people will see you 
relaxed, assume it’s the real you and will tell 
you their secrets (the fools) . Sex is strangely 
enjoyable (especially for someone who doesn't 
like strange sex). Relax. Don’t do it 
IF YOU have a fault (many Librans may resist 
this opening) it’s notone that you can be 



LIBRA 

reproached with this week. Ybur tendency to 
drop things before they’re finished, a tendenc y 
to overlook details - these characteristics are 
obliterated by your ruling planet's square 
aspect with Saturn. Now you find yourself 
obeying a new sense of structure, of order - 
and this malms you feel above-average sexy 
(as does the opposite, and everything in 
between) . THOSE DESIRES you have that have 
no name (there are some things even you 
flinch from) - now is the time to approach 



Scorpio 

them. Pluto, the planet of your unsavoury 
depths, is enjoying a lubricating aspect with 
Mercury and this eases entry into your 
secrets. If it's hard to get in, 
it’s harder getting out You must tame what is 
wild, or at least prepare a secure area where 
these desires can be domesticated (when the 
divorce is over). 

WHY WONT things go as well as you deserve? 
And what have you done to deserve this 



Aquarius 

quiet There is a membrane between you and 
the world, you are a prisoner of this 
prophylactic. The data you need will not be 
available from others, you must turn inwards, 
only solitary practices will reveal what you 
truly want (don’t get caught solitude is an 
eccentricity to be feared). Be careful of that 
which is overtaking you from the rear. 

A POOR aspect with Venus casts your material 
life in a poor light Afflicted Pisceans (who are 
usually compensated for astrological 



Pisces 

deformity by money) will have to choose 
between health and wealth. Dislike of the 
beneficiaries named in your wffl may spur you 
to look after yourself. There will be difficulties 
with girls (the ones you like are difficult) but 
not with boys. Male Pisceans are notorious for 
swimming both ways (even the ones that look 
like pike). 


Classic Cartoons 

Martin Plimmejr on 
LESLIE STARKE 





“Here I am, Dominic!* 

commissions, including one 


LESLIE STARKE was a big six- 
11 footer with a concentrated 
: ? vision of the world. His 
cartoons were neat self- 
contained jewels, glowing with 
charm, precisely engineered to 
express life's small yet exquisite 
incidentals. Starke started _ 
cartooning at the age of 36. 
though he had supplied 
caricatures to his paper* 
the Fife Herald, as a youth. 
During the war. though serving 
in (he RAF. his drawing career 
look off thanks to Ministry of 
Food advertisement 


€9 


thought to be the world’s 
largest - erected across County 
Hall. Few jokers have ever 
worked on that scale, not even 
Ken Livingstone. Starke died in 
1974. When asked in 1961 by a 
Punch reader, to describe 
himself, he seemed abashed at 
the attention, replying in tiny 
handwriting that he smoked, 
drank endless cups of coffee 
and lived beside the main 
railway line out of Euston 
Station: “I hope the foregoing 
is the kind of thing you want” 


SO MANY stories and so little 
space to cover them in. I am 
reduced to taking swipes at them 
as they buzz past like flies, in the 
hope of swatting some of them. 

pTam (the p is silent) has broken 
his wrist at school during rugby. 
Rugby; I thought on hearing this, is 
a dangerous game with few of the 
mitigations of soccer But there 
was an extra little twist of the sort 
that makes fact so much more 
faffing than fiction: he hadn’t broken 
his wrist while playing, but on the 
way to the game. He'd tripped over 
his own shoelace. 

It means I finally stand a chance 
of beating him at Goldeneye on the 
Nmtendo&L in which we race up 
and down corridors trying to blow 
each other’s virtual brains out in 
virtual proxy. My lifelong atopo- 
graphia balances his reduced dext- 
erity and makes it a far better 
game. Yfes, I approve of computer 
games; they can be mentally stim- 
ulating as part of a calorie- 
controlled brain diet Some of the 
skills may even be transferable. 

Usually, however; fact beats fie- 
tion hands down. Take my over- 
dose encounter with the “work of 
art” consisting of 65 sets of traffic 
lights on a roundabout on the Isle 
of Dogs in east London. The Iacfcof 
road signs led to my cheap crack 
about there being no doubt some- 
where, an artwork consisting of a 
heap of signs. 

Reality beat me to it Pierre Viv- 
ant who perpetrated the traffic 
lights and Who works in Paris and 
Oxford, has already made a pyra- 
mid out of road signs in Cardiff, 
which has commended itself - for 




PimEWAffTER 

BY CHRIS MAS LANKA 



different reasons - to the dty 
fathers, to down-and-outs and 
skateboarders alike. In the case of 
the traffic lights, phOistines can still 
fight back. According to the Arts & 
Leisure department of Tower Ham- 
lets, whose responsibility they are, 
the work is on probation for six 
months from the date of turning on 
(21 December 1998) in case it 
causes accidents. 

This is the artistic imperative: if 
a thing is thinkable, do it and call it 
art Has a sheep been sawn in 
half? No? Do it! The critics will un- 
doubtedly fall ova* each other to dis- 
cover meaning in it 
This degrading of the language of 
art results in a peak of the 
public’s appreciation of art in 
Monet, who now features on my 
Tesco’s “bag for life". I feel the 
phrase Monet Bags might be 
more apt W3D we buying little 



replicas of half-sheep in the new 
millennium? What will they put 
on carrier bags? 

Let's hope it’s both apt arid 
represen tation al. This rebus, sent 
in to Puzzle Panel by Mike Har- 
rington of Lowestoft, certainly is. 
The BBC hasn't trailed or advert- 
ised he new series. Maybe that’s be- 
cause it doesn’t need to. 

Points to ponder 

Deleting G from RUGBY gives 

RUBY. Delete the middle letter of 

i) a sport to give something that 
happens to bacon 

ii) a sportsman to give a comic 
hero. 


Uistioeek’s solution 

1) Home & Dome must be at P & 
Nor vice versa 

2) 65 sets of lights havea total of B 
X 8 X 8 * (keep going until you’ve 
written 8 a total of 65 times over) 
independent states. 

Comments and contributions to 

mdependerdiWpti^sdemaster.cauk 

Puzzle Pond, 1:30pm Fridays, R4 



Backgammon 

CHRIS BRAY 


13 14 15 lb F IB 19 2D 21 2i i* =4 



12 n 10 9 8 f b 5 4 3 > 1 


THE FIRST week of February 
and already an entrant for this 
year’s “Hard Luck" award. The 
Andent Woodpusher lAW) was 
playing a few friendly gomes 
against the Doyen (TD) when 
this position arose. 

White is on roll. Should he 
double? The answer is a 
resounding no. White is not 
even the favourite in this 
position. If he doubles black 
should beaver (turn the cube to 
4 and keep it on bis side of the 
board). Even if white escapes 
one of his back men from 
black's home board and black 
stays on the bar be still won’t 
have a double. However, TD 
(fid double and AW took, but 
didn’t beaver. 

TD’s next two rolls were 65 
played 24/18, 23/18 and 66 
played 16/6(2). AW continued to 


stay on the bar ad infinitum. 
Eventually he just managed to 
save the backgammon! AW of 
course had seen it all before - 
after all not for nothing is part 
of his soubriquet “Ancient" - 
and he proceeded quietly on 
with the next game. Not for 
him the low-flying dice cup or 
the manic gesticulations of the 
Tempestuous Turk. He 
phlegmatically accepted what 
the fates had dealt him, and 
just got on with iL 
. The lesson to be learnt from 
this sorry tale is that you must 
remember that the only 
important game is the next 
one. By all means learn from 
the game that has just been 
completed, but don’t dwell on it 
unnecessarily. 
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7J5 Hatch of the Day (361653$ 830 
Breakfast virtth Frost (40303). 030 
Heaven and Earth (79378) 10.30 
POTldge (22587). TLOO Match of Thar 
Day (2736). 1L30 Country fife (3465). 
1230 On the Record (50858). 100 
EastEnders (8659755). 

2 .2 5 Ha Ill'll b) Search off the 
Castaways (Robert Stevenson 
1962 US). Jules Verne tale starring 
Maurice Chevalier (T) (855910). 

44)0 Are You Being Served? (755). 

4*30 Master Chef 1999 (93 9). 530 
News; WSalher (88120071 5.20 
Local News and Weather (5593674). 
5.25 Songs of Praise (1093571). 


64)0 Last off the Summer Wine. 

Something horrible stirs in the woods 
(S) (T) (804). 


■J 630 Antiques Roadshow. From 

Carnoustie, Angus. Finds include first 
editions of The Seano and The 
Dandy { S) (535552). 

745 Five Go Had In the Kitchen 

(S) (7) (955668). 

7 7.20 Holiday Guide to_ America. 

New York. Florida and the Pacific 
™ Coast Highway (S) (T) (191262). 


84)0 The Scarlet Pimpernel. 3/a The 

last of this highly cfcappototing 
adaptation of the Baroness Orczy 
classic. The Dauphin is being held* 

* prisoner by the Repubticans. When 
. he is captured by a masked intruder, 
Robespierre orders ChauveSn to find 
the boy before news of the 
dfeappearance gets out (S) (21561). 


Lakeland saga (S) (T) (848281). 


1040 News) Weather (T) (403649) 

y:;i 1035 Unfinished Business. Stcom 
pm*' about a divorced couple (S) (517281). 


1045 Pm Alan Partridge. Squton- 

' inducing comedy with Steve Coogan 
(R) (S) (T) (205736) 

1125 The Big End (5) (T) (622620) 

1tS5 Ijftt'/H Barbarians at the Gate 

(Glenn Jordan 1993 US) Satire with ■ 
* • James Gamer (S) (700533) 

«5 The Sky at Night (2017392) 
To'2am. 


PROFILE OF 

the Day 

BOOKMARK: ELIZABETH BOWEN - 
■ DEATH OF THE HEART (8pm BeC2, right) 
Neglected Anglo-Irish novelist Elizabeth 
Bowen is remembered in the centenary 
year of her birth. Geraldine McEwan 
reads from her work and there are the 
inevitable revelations, including multiple 
love affairs and a spot of espionage for 
the British government on the wartime 
psychology of the Irish. 


845 French Experience .(7214303). 

830 utile Mouse on the Prairie 
19455842) &50 Alvin and the 
Chipnunks (9539858) 945 Wayne 
Manifesto (S) (4989736) 9*40 WM 
House (9572620) 104)5 No Sweat 
(9084991) 1040 Grange HI £0129) 
ttoo Kids and Cops (6735587) 
tL25 Grange Hi (6738674) 1135 O 
Zone (5X37754) 124)5 The Simpsons 
P3342)q. 12J3Q Robot Wars (66465) 
14)0 Around Westminster (47991) 
130 Sunday Grandstand (90720587) 
135 Sking (25999007) 24X) 

Snooker (222533) 3^40 Racing 
(5983804) 44H) Rugby (8998587) 
540 Animal Zona (5499804) 545 
Watch Out Britan (2534668) 530 
-Chimpanzee Diary (886281) 

530 The Natural World. A look at a 
typical English garden as it passes 
through various seasons. Narrated by 
Patrida Routiedge (R) (S) (569194) 


145 SkBng. Hazel frvine introduces 
coverage of the 1999 world alpina 
sking championship from Vail to 
Colorado, featuring the women's 
downhill (S) (588649) 

740 The Money Programme. A look 
at the way music is sold and 
consumed (910) 

84)0 IKillliHI Bookmark: 

Elizabeth Bowen - Death of 
the Hear! Remembers author 
Elizabeth Bowen See Profile of the 
Day, below (S) (T)“{579552) . 

8.50 Monet’s Gardens (S) (868842) 

94)0 A Mstory of Alternative 

Comedy. Sex and censorship (S) 
(T) (3842) 

930 Gimme Gimme Gimme. Tom 

meets a gorgeous Italian (R) (59129) 


104)0 Trade Secrets (S) (T) (414755) 

1040 iaUrti The Van (Stephen Rears 
1996 UK) Engaging adaptation of 
Roddy Doyle's novel about an 
unemployed baker who sets himself 
up in the fast-food business against 
the backdrop of Ireland's 1990 World 
Cup campaign (S) (I) (402674) 

11.50 Snooker (S) (199587) 12.40 Tank 
Commandos (T) (7964071) 24H) 

BBC Learning Zone: Further 
Education - Travel and Tourism 
(30601) 44M) Languages: The 
French Experience: 1-4 (14885) 54M) 
Business and Training: Computers 
Don't Bite: Business - First Steps 
(2404779) To 545am. 


6.00 GMTV (90642) 030 Diggit (2188113) 
935 Art Attack (40786W) 930 
■ The Worst Wtato(95899lty 1030 
Extreme Ghostbusters (9083269- 
1030 Sunday Momtog (8037533) 
1150 My FavOtrite Hymns (6324755) 
1220 Crosstalk (2784787) 1230 
News: Weather (26494736) 100 
Jonathan Dimbiaby (B297397) 150 
Thais Esther (9365194) 2 JO 
Anatomy of Disaster £555571) 

3435 Ulfft'il Bionic Showdown (Alan 
Levi 1969 US) 5ix-mffion-doBar man 
Lee Majors and bionic woman 
Lindsay Wagner are bought out of 
retirement (S) (731991) 

5.25 Big Screen (6173736) 


5.55 Dream Ticket. Melanie Sykes to 
Nashvffle, USA, and Nick Clarke plays 
polo to Watshire (277484) 

&25 London Tonight (485939) 


fL45 ITN News; Weather (T) (166552) 

7.00 BIH Brysonfe Notes from a 
Small Islafnd (S) (T) (2277) 


730 Coron ati on Street. Hay ley 

becomes suspicious of Roy (T) (736) 


84)0 Heartbeat. Soft-focus, I960s-set 
poSce drama. Gina ftods herself 
accused of taking drugs as she 
attempts to rektodfe her singing 
career. And following a wtodfaft 
David makes a foofah investment (S) 
(T) (8668) 

94K) London’s Burning. Firefighting 
soap Blue Watch look on helplessly 
as Jack's problems come to a head. 
And Jean has some startling news 
for Scknote (S) (T) (8804) 


104)0 Tarrant on TV. More foreign TV 
with Chris Tarrant (S) (7) (36736) 


1030 ITN News; Weather (7) (263991) 

10.45 lniHUH3 The South Bank 
Show. Brummie reggae band UB4Q. 
See Documentary of the Day. below 
(782755) 

11.45 Faith and Music (540571). 1245 
Stil to Bed with MeDinner (2534514). 

1230 Baili'ii Full Moon in Bfcie Water 

(Peter Mastereon 1988 US) Comedy 
drama with Gene Hackman (496137) 

235 Seaquest 2032 (387B427) 

To 3^am. 


&40 Dog City (8446823) 74M Magic 
Rcundabcut (34316^) X05 Anmal 
Alphabet (6279342) 720 SaBy's 
Lighthouse (6257281) 7-45 Bug Alert 
(88929) 845 Saved by the Befi 
(2265666) 8*40 City Guys (9368945) 
940 Catdog (39S367J) 9.45 Planet 
Pop CC03281) 104X) The Waltons 
(S8G07) tuoo Hocyoeks (2756991) 
1240 Dishes (1839T13) 12^K) Dishes 
(9G33668) U5 FocttaS Itafia 
(ES987552) 330 CoOectera' Lot 
(32S2464) 

3.40 lail.'.i Love Me or Leave Me 

(Charles Vidor 1955 US) Brcpic of 
singer Ruth Ettmg starring Dons Day 
and James Cagney (29648587) 


64K) Time Team. Tony Robinson leads a 
team cl aroftaaoJogsts to SmaBiythe 
to Kent to uncover Henry Vs 
dockyard ton toe time of Aghcourt 
rO(6S552) 


74)0 Remembering JacqtnBne du 
P re. Another dance to see 
Christopher Nupenls Without Watts 
documentary praKe of cellist 
Jacqueline du Pr6 (R) (T) (6642) 


84)0 The PhB. Continuing this docu-soap 
about the RTfharmortia Orchestra. 
Principal clarinettist Mke Wltight 
plays a sob which requires bicycle 
dips. And prince*! flautist Ken Smith 
expresses his surprise at his mother's 
taste tn muse (T) (9910) 

94)0 In Search of Law and Order. 

Reger Greet presents a senes wtoch 
locks at how the UK can import ideas 
from America to deal with youth 
crime. Tomgh* s he focuses on how 
Boston officials at te mpted to stem an 
epidemic of juvenile kuEngs (T) (2674) 

104)0 City Has (Harold 

Becker 1996 US) Political thriller 
starring Al PactoQ John Cusack and 
Bridget Fonda. See Film of the Day, 
below (S) (T) (77 0 7 8 858) 


124)5 Boyz Unlimited (R) (S) (T) 

(6173663) 1235 NME Premier Live 
Shews (2984040) 140 4 Later. 

Babylon 5 (R) (S) (T) (3981750 24» 4 
Later Dark Skies (R) (S) (T) (3210682) 
230 Dweebs (R) (S) (1520866) 

345 i jlffi'.i The Music Teacher 

(Gererd Corbiau 1988 Bel) Operatic 
drama from Belgium (553885) 

1b 450am. 


84)0 WBdBfa SOS (9065007) 630 
Havakazoo (8894850 74)0 
Dappledown Farm (6105303) '£30 
KSkshakal (2143277) 735 VWratt 
House (3367129) 8UK) The Mission 
(4133303) 830 The Revelation Game 
(4t3267i) 94)0 Stockin' Around 

(4050026) 930 M*d»ar ©071620) 
10.00 Mrror, Merer (8705910) 1030 
\fcfey Between (4049910 1100 USA 
Hgh (2097378) 1130 Stogled Out 
(209800?) 124)0 Mag (60289200) 
tto 5 News (80728910) 120 Frostrup 
on Sunday (89590823) 150 Movie 
Chart Show (11464397)230 
Exclusive (6382755) 3JO Famiy 
AHaxs Omnibus (63539858) 535 
Serious Money (21046668) 

545 Bushwhacked (Greg 

Seamen 1995 US) Kiddy comedy 
about an incompetent defivary man 
{Home Alone' i Daniel Stem) who 
hides out to a scout camp whan ha is 
wrongly ac cu sed of murder (S) (T) 
(88881026) 


7430 5 Mows and Sport (S) (6570945) 


84)0 WHd Secrets. WUdJrte 

documentary. The Australian camera 
team of Des and Jen Barttatt take a 
de t alad look at the world off the 
kangaroo (S) (T) (1492674) 


94)0 Seventh Floor (Ian 

Barry 1993 Aus) Rather odd 
" psychological' tenter starring 
Brooke Shields as a widow who 
takes her dead husband* place on 
the board of a Sydney advertising 
agency. But another female executive 
becomes jealous and schemes with 
the creative director to oust her from 
the company (S) (T) (99794571) 


1050 Wing and a Prayer. Legal drama 
series set to tee north of England. 
Anna takes on a large 
pharmaceutical company (T) 
(6060533). 

1150 The Comedy Network (6302129) 
12.20 Sports Talk with Steve Scott 
(4122205) 12-50 Ice Hockey - NHL 
(S) (71324514) 4.40 Tbs and Fibs 
(R) (S) (65195595). 54)5 Move On 
Up (R) (S) (46938717) 530 Serious 
Money (9022392) To 6am. 



Documentary 
of the Day 

THE SOUTH BANK SHOW: UB40 

(1045pm rrv, righd Entertaining biography 
of the Brummie reggae band, filmed in 
Jamaica and Birmingham little-known 
nuggets indude the fact that the band - 
each of them unemployed for three years 
- first financed themselves with the 
proceeds of a criminal injuries pay-out 
after Ah Campbell was glassed in the face 
in a pub. 



FILM OF 

the Day 

CITY HALL (10pm C4, right) Sharply 
written and well performed, if often 
muddled, political satire-cum-thrillec 
Liberal-leaning Democrat New\brk 
mayor A1 Pacino is dragged into a 
mysterious street shooting that has left a 
cop, a small-time mobster and an 
innocent blade child bleeding to death. 
With John Cusack (as latino's right-hand 
man), Bridget Fonda and Danny Aiello. 



BBCl N Ireland 

As BBCl England except: 
1025 Let Me Entertiun Vow 
[517291) «L5 5 Unfmrfted 
Busnoss £057361 TL23 lm Alan 
Partndao (6236301. 1155 The &g 
End (424200) «J5 Him 
Barbarians af Iho Gate (626156) 
24)5 The Sky at Night (12393111 
2 J0 BBC NOWS 2-i ‘(95088661 
Anglia 

As £WT except: 42.20 Angtra 
News Sunday Suppfomcnt 
(2784787V 150 Trtkn It On 
(5385026) 3.20 Grwig Wdd 
(8129129) 3.35 MLxctar She Wrutn 
(7345281) 4J0 Columfco 
(4te33&2iA WitdMe Rosciw 
(389231) 6^5 Annko News 
(516668) 1245 SW tn Btrtl wrtft 
MeOmner (65156) «L45 F*n Fu« 
Moon to Su a Waior 130 

HgNandgr 08880401 3-25 
Jonathan Otmhloby (6220750) 440 
Cybernet (471632431. 4.40 
Soundtrax (853243301 4.50 HV 
Mghtscroon (B8049CM01 SUM) 
Coronation Street (M7S0> 
Central 

A> 1WT tttcepb 1320 ViMrw 
(8627571) 12.25 Newawook 
{9781113) 12^15 Central Newt. 
/2640657D 2450 M's Ybur Shout 
(8561991) 3-25 Mumer. Sh© Wrote 
(3976991) 445 Film City berHMIfi 
me Soa (236131^4) LOO Heart of 
tee Counter (2001 640 Central 
News and Sport KS6C91 445 
JoMattor (5078 137). 54)0 lls Your 
Shout (71750) 

HTV Wales 

As LWT sxcspb TL50 Mv 

Favounte Hymns (4606571) 12 45 
Hteteh Agenda (6478231 1245 
HTV News (26406571) 2.50 FHm: 
The BeOulv Junqlu (173593031. 
4.55 Fhri Cuttno: u«o ai Paris 
(3756700) 940 Soccer 
(38S557) 5*40 HTV Nows 
(SS756S) 1245 Stiff tn Bod with 
MeOrahv (851561 1245 - IDO 
As Ancjha 

HTV West 

As HTV Wales except: 1245 

Tho Sunda\- Roast J647B23) 12.45 
HTV News (369(62811 24(0 On the 
Rood (3385076) 3J20 ITV Sport 
Mm Classics ( J0501SU 340 
Murder. She Wrote (73469171) 4.25 
Phil Collins - Uvu ei Paw. (SflifOiXJl 
5.40 Getawavs (5037671 640 
West Match Pius (3865521. 

Meridian 

As LWT except: 1220 ? Orys 
(978284D 12.40 Meridian News 
(^49855?- 2-50 Murder, Sh<i 
Wtoio (3471630) 3-45 Ffrn 
Sentimental Joumoy (735571) 5-35 
Bq Day Out (6&7361 6.05 Monkoy 
Business |3892S11 «L35 weal 
News (516666) 1245 - 54M As 
Angta. 54)0 Freoscreen 171750) 
Westcountry 

As LWT except: 12.20 

Weekend Match i?ra47B7|. 240 
COiumbo (56023651 4.40 Fdm - 
Aoathn CtvisieS A Caribbean 
Mystery {494710261 640 
vvesicounlry Goals E\tra (6999451 
64)5 Westeounhv News I5I6668L 
1245 St4 n Bed with MeDimcr 
(65156) 12.45 • 54)0 As Anglia 
Yorkshlre/T yne Tees 

As LWT exetpfc 12.20 Carnival 
98 (3784787) 2-50 Local Newt: 
(3446200) 2.55 FJm Ttie One 
Thai Got Away* (B5I7S9W). B4» 
Coronation Street (9853). 64)0 
Local News (717281) 645 Goals on 
Sunday, Cafe Sport (379571) 12.50 
Cybernet (5776972) 1^20 Fdm: 
Judwaa (81275175) 44)0 Coach 
(39619021) 4^25 Jobs (35585951. 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 114)0 

Holyoaks (34389587) 124)0 Gogs 
(61347571) 1240 Rownd a Rowno 
(38868378) 12-40 Red (76229910) 
12.55 Gol (56763904) L40 
Talkabout Welsh (27S2S533) 24K) 
Ffentro (23592194) 2J3S 
8roofcs»de (9309200) 44M) 

Norland Namos (81234216) 4430 
Pam Fi Duw 7 (8T1502001 54)0 
Newytfcfion (76966620) 54)5 
Ewropa (4979045) 54)5 Pobol y 
Cwm (97400910). 74W Dechrau 
Canu Dechr3u Canrool (8123T129). 
84)0 Botwm 4 (P4733303V 8^0 
Shan Cottu (64649910) 94)0 
Taken Caled 05990571) 104)5 
Newydtidn (17413484) 10.20 FHm 
City HaB (75628129) 12^5 The 
PhB (24085156) L25 Jacquefcte du 
Pre - Playng with Fire (20365243) 
-L5S Close 


RatSo 1 

(97JB-9&BMHZ FM ) 

6- 30 Kevin Greening. 
104)0 Mark Gooderti 
Rack) 1 Request Show 
LOO- Lisa (Anson. 34K) 
Top of tee Pops. 4-00 
The Official UK Top 40 

7- 00 Radio Vs Dance 
Anthems with Dave 
PBaroa 104)0 Trevor 
Nelson 12-00 Emma B. 
44H) - 6^0 Scott MBs 
Radio 2 

■ (88-902MHz FM ) 

*4)0 Don Maclean. 94)5 
Steve Wright Is Sunday 
Love Songs. 1LOO 
Parkinsons Sunday 
Supplement LOO 
Desmond Carrington 
34)0 By Popular 
Demand, PoganTs for 
Lixwh - the Ira Gershwin 
1928 Diary. 44)0 The 
Crooners. 4-90 Stog 
Something Srnpte. 54)0 
Pam Ayres. 74K) Hugh 
Sa5y. (L30 SundayTtelf 
Hour. 94M) Alan Kerth 
104)0 Malcolm Laycock 
1 L 00 The David Jacobs 
Collection 124K) Katrina 
Leskanich. 34K) • 44K) 
MoDutta. 

Radio 3 
(9Q2-92AMH2 FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94X) Brian Kay's Sunday 
Morning. 

tLOO Artist of the Week 
Encore 

1245 Music Matters. 

LOO The Rado3 
Lunchtime Concert 
5L40 Beecham Con- 
ducts Mozart 
34)0 Spirit of the Age. 
44)0 100 Great Stogers. 
445 Centurions. 
4J0Tbe\fear. 

5^5 Sixiday Feature: 
Settfrw the Score 
5-30 Private Passions 
Michael Berkeley's guest 

(Ns week is Sir 

Humphrey Maui who 

has just completed five 
years as deputy-general 
to the CornmonweaJlh 
He is a passionate music 
■tover, and his choices 
range from cetto music 
by Bach and a fentasia 
by PufoeB to a Mozart 
string .quartet and Arvo 

Parts to memoriam to 


Benjamin Britten 
740 Choir Works. Brian 
Kay introduces a perfor- 
mance of one of Handelb 
best-known oratorios - 
■Israel in Egypt’. The text, 
from Exodus and Psalms, 
tels of the captivity of 
the Jewish people to 
Egypt the ten plagues 
and the crasstoa of the 


Red Sea. BBC Singers. 
London Baroque 
Soldsts/Stephen 
Cleobury. 

945 Skxiday Play: 

The Father. By August 
Stnndbeig, translated 
and adapted by Ervor 
Marttous. One nunefred 
and fifty years since his 
birth Audjst Strindbergs 
drama stn finds 
resonances in todays 
headSnes A mother 
knows her chBd, but the 

seed of doubt about 

paternity can poison a 
fatherferrind beyond 
repair. With Ronald 
Pickup, Cheryl Campbel 

and Eleanor Moriarty 
Director Ned Chailet 
tLOO World Music 
Barb Jungr begins a two- 
part totroauction to the 
vocal rtusic of Iran. 

. Today, the classica l and 
fo§< traditiona 
1130 Schumann. (R) 
124)0 BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 

LOO - 64K) Through 
the Ni^iL 

Radio 4 

<924-948MHz FM J 
64)0 News Briefing. 

64)5 Something 
Understood. 

<L35 On You Farm 
64J7 Weather. 

ZOO News. 

705 Sirday Papers 
740 Sunday. 

Z55 Radio 4 Appeal 
84)0 Nows. 

84)5 Sunday Papers. 
a07 Sunday Vtorshlp 

8^5 Letter from 
America 
94)0 News; 

Broadcast™ House 
104)0 The Xchere 
tU5 Desert Hand 
Discs. 

124)0 News; Tales from 
the Back of Beyond. 


RADIO 


12 -30 Just a Mtoute. 
1238 Weather. 

LOO The World This 

Wsetoid 

L30 Counterpoint 

24)0 News: Gardeners' 

Question Tima 

245 If 1 Be a 

Ffehemran. 

34K) News; The Classic 
Serial: Joseph Andrews. 
44)0 News; Bookctoh. 
4-45 Poetry Pleasa 
S4)0 News; Fie on 4 
640 Ma Myseft Owl. 
5^4 Shipping Rirecast 
SJ7 Wfeather. 

6*00 Six OCtock News. 
645 Pick of tee Wbek. 
74)0 News; The Archers. 
745 Room for 
Improvement Laixie Tay- 
lor and guests explore 
the art of self-improve- 
ment from mastering a 
language or appredattog 
music to sharpening con- 
versational skis 
84K> News; The Oldest 
Member. Maurice 
Denham stars as the golf 
ctob veteran to the last of 
six stories by P G 
Wodehouse. The Latter 
of the Law 1 . 

630 Law in Action. 
Marcel Berths investi- 
gates how the law works 
and where it goes wrong. 
9-00 News; weather 
Wtsa In the last of the 
series. Raul Simons looks 
for the evidence of cf- 
rnatB change. (Ft) 

9-30 In Business. 

■Jjmp Start'. The experts 
say that British bustoesa 
has a unique opportinity 
to glow faster. So whal e 
stopping us? Peter Day 
retorts. 

HUM) News; The West 
rrinster Hour. Andrew 
Rawnstey presents tte 
polticai heacSnes ofJhe 
n®t week. Sve from” 
Westminster, todufrg 
1046 Sketches from tee 
House. Foix programmes 
to which Nrek Ulechin 
explores the history of 
partementary sketch 
writers; a tradition gotog 


SATELLITE & CABLE 


back to the 1850s. 4; 

■Great Characters'. 
tLOO News; The Leam* 
ina Cixva The irrtefigent 
gude to the world of 
learning, with consigner 
features, your feedback 
and the best lesson ever 
learned from someone to 
the public eya 

1L30 Something 

Understood. 

tLOO News 

1245 Diaries of Today. 
12^0 The Late story; 
Love among the 
Branches. 

12*8 Shipping 
Forecast 

LOO As World Service 
5J0 World News 
L35 Shipping Forecast 
5AO tosnore Forecast 
L45 Prayer for me Day. 
547 « 6.00 Farrr«ng 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

Ct98kHz) 

124)0-124)4 News 
Hearffines; Shtocfog Fore- 
cast 84M - moo 
Open Urtversity. 

Radio 5 Live 

(693, 90SkHz MW ) 

6.00 Brief Uvbs 
6^0 BrsakfeSt with 
Andrew NeL 
94)0 SportsW&ek. 

104)0 Hayes on Sunday. 
12£0Ghost& 7 

12^0 The MecSa Show. 

LOO Sunday Sport 
64)0 The Scottish 
Premier Leaaia 
84)0 News Extra. Susan 
Bookbinder with tee 
news and budness 
round-up 

&30 Brief Lives. 5 Uvrefe 
obituary cokxnn. 

94M) EJaByn Waridwida 
Richard DaByn with the 
stories that matter from 
arotnd the world. 

9*30 Oit This Week. 

The week^ lesbian and 
gay news. 

W4W Late Mght Curria 
Edwina Currie with the 
weekends talking points, 
inducting a toaicaJ 
dscussjon Phone 0500 


90969a Plus a ful 
round-up of the dayb 
sport at X130, and the 
late news at rtOQ 
LOO Up AH r*fight 
54)0 - 64)0 Momtog 
Reports. 

ftlnagn. CU 

(1000-1019MHZ FM ) 
64)0 Sarah Lucas. 94K) 
Ctassc Romance. 124)0 
Across the Threshold 
with David MeBor. ZOO 
Alan Mann. 44)0 

Margaret Howard. 64X) 

Courtdown Top Tea 
74K) Smooth Classics at 
Seven 900 Sunday 
t'fight at the Opera. tLOO 
Mtohael Mappto. LOO 
Evening Concert 34)0 ■ 
BJOO Mark 

Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215 1197- 1260kHz MW 
10&8MHz FM ) 

64M> Mark Forrest 
10-00 Jonathan Ross. 
LOO Nfck Abbot 44)0 
Janey Lee Grace 7.30 
Harriet Scott / AM from 
645 Janey Lee Grace 
moo James Merritt 
LOO Steve Power. 440 
- 6410 Richard Alen. 
World Service 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 
130 Meridsn (Feature). 

24)0 The World Today 
230 Pick of the World 
34)0 The World Today. 
3-20 Sports RounSipL 
230 Qobal Bustoess 
460 - 700 The World 
Today. 

’feBcRaifio 
6-00 Pad Ross. -MMK) 
Darek Draper and Peter 
Htehena 124)0 Ru$sefl 
Grant 34)0 Nicky 
Homeb Access A£ Year. 
6|00 Left Talk Comedy 
with Don McLeary and 
Sanjeev Cohfi. 84K) 
Cheking Hearts with 
Jayne Irving. KLOO 
James Whato LOO . 

64K) Mke Dickin. 


Premfer 

Femmes Fatales 
1> 74)0 Prqea X 
S79OT ado 


HOO Kazaam (T996I 
(47648). LOO Hollywood 
Buzz S07871 130 FWect 
X (1967) (29858) 330 
Rarbow (S96) (66611SJ 
555 Kazaam f©96) 
ffi9668945) 74)0 Beai 
0997) (B82S2) 94K) Ffrn 

fight (26397) 9 l 30 The 

L35 F^go 
0996) (359750) 315- 
6 j 00 Mna Takas a Lover 
(199S) (880Tt38t) 

Sky MovieMax 
64)0 Sea Devts' (1937) 
C3SB4ZL BOO Fatewel to 
tee Plane* ollhe Apes 


540 Close 
FHm Four 
64)0 Sweet Smel of 
Success* (1957) 
04342262)7.35 Lovely 
©188007) 84)0 Thtoos 


(2681945) 


-JR Return (1996) 
1200 Ssa Davis' 
©a91t^24)0 
ifltothe Planeiafthe 
1974)^2200)44)0 


Possuns (19971 (49736) 
8-00 Dractia: Dead and 
Uwing It (1995) (53649) 
9L3flrrhe Naked Gun 2 
1/2: th e Sme« of Fear P991) 
®S71) ttOO Spy Hard 
(1996) S42945) T225 The 
rerse (©95) (fe957®. 24)0 
A Mghtmars cxi Bn Street 
Part 2; Freddy^ 

Revanga (1985) (9189088) 
32S Altehtmars on ESm 
Street 3; Dream Wamexs 
(198^(191069) 54)5 - 74)0 


24)0 • 6j 00 The Deer 
HuntBr (t978) (32836)1) 
Discovery 
Channel 
44)0 Fbghts (679420CR. 
54J0 FSghtirte (4753571) 
530 CotraneS Planes and 
AutomobBes (3604649) 
600 Shipwedd pities^. 
700 The SixwmatLral 
(4750007) MO CreatuES 
Fantastk:(36W^VSOO 

900 War aid 
B499I2S) «O0 War and 
Ovfeation (84922® nOO 
and CSvisation 
< 98945 62) 12JOO Dscover 
(6325514) 100 Justicsa 
rtes (7768021) 24)0 


24)0 • 74)0 Long Play 
(9013175) 

Sky Sports 1 

64» W&reports Wfarid 

t TOO Tax Golf 
S4M Diving 
WOO Mato-plus 
WOO Extreme 
33216) 1100 Goals 
on suidsy (45571) tLOO 
Triathlon (61587) LOO Eu- 
ropean tax Golf (90533) 
300 Footed 
Derby Canty v Everton 
(3806397) 6^0 Tax Golf 


FbCtbeD (44823) 1600 
Snow Show (34945) 1 LDO 
I'FL Pro-8owi (750755) 
ZOO Ctosa 

Sky Sports 

74)0 Aerobics (269711^) 
700 Warlti Sport Speau. 
(3K2200) 8^00 Soccer Ex- 
ItXM Sports 


(299684^ 64)0 Alpine Ski- 
tog (89939) 74)0 Caron 
k» (56 49) 730 X Games 
(68323) 800 

g^g^OgJOO Alhtet* 

Sportowe wydarzsno roku 
98 ©83823) W45 Skteg 
fwtl3) tU5 Ski Jurrping 
©61465) 12-30 Ctosa 

UK Gold 

2*®0 Angels (9887262L 
MOWddtemarch 
(TO7S7T)8>*5 Dr Who 
(8969484) 9^*0 Dates 
(47288194) H35 FHm: 
rial of the Roman Empire 
(S6« (13608587) 34» 

The B0I (86059216) 5J20 


cue 911 (7712200)630 
Beyond Beltef: (770807) 


(33237311) 

Skv Cinetna 

t14» Beyond the Blue 

Hflriron (S42I (39772850. 
12J5 Mr Ltdnr* (S43p 
(575587) 24)0 For Whom 
the BeTfois (1943) 

071028a 4J0 The 
Farting Seabees (1944) 
(2Z39237BI 640 Tne bTwtgj- 


(223K37B) 640 The trwtsi- 

SaMan* (1833) (43327535- 
84)0 Hollywood ASensA 
Monsters (TOtaiO) «lOO 
The Abvss (1989) 
(72988804) 1Z20 Earth vs 
tee Hying Soesre* (195^ 
S688S8®) 145 Destina- 
tion Moon msa (20332241 
3J5TheF#i&g 
Seabees (1944) (&4879S) 


Sky One 

64)0 Hour of Power 
(42533) 700 Bump In the 
Mght (88216) 7J0 Street 
Sharks (04823) BOO 
Orson and Oivia (89842) 
630 Teenage ASen 
R^tera(88«3) 94)0 The 
Simpsons (79465)930 
Garfield and Friends 
(13397) 104>0 Dream 

warn (SO 007) 1L00 
Wfostfog (987411 124X) 
Just KkfinQ 152129) 1230 
Just Kicking (T7T13) "LOO 

Supaman (62668) ZOO 
Beverly Hffs. 90210 (81007) 
330 VP 05668) LOO 
Star Trek: Deep Spaa Ntoe 
(98213) 54M Star Trek: 
Vbyager (Braa 64X) The 
Stopsons (44841 630 The 
Stepsons (57361 74)0 King 
Of tee ha (1201) 730 3rd 

Rock from the Stn (4620) 
830 Earth: Final Conflict 
(55337)94)0 
Uttraviolet (35533) 104M 
Naked to Westminster 
(38620) fftOO South Park 
(97084) tL30 Forever 
Knight (77939) 1Z30 Tales 
from tee Crypt (16796) 

LOO Sigtgings (58972) 


(1123674)64)0 BaDyktssan- 
g« (OT673tm 705 Goo d 

Life 0335587) 145 To the 
Manor Bom (755912S) 

839 Orly Fools and 
Hfrsas (8964736) 935 
Blank-Adder B (8673026) 
9L45 Bfeck-Addar D 
1284982®. 1039 Jonathan 

Creek (7S38084) H40 
Whatever Happened to the 


GoK 

Sertor PQA Tour 
1230 FootbaB League 
(4430866) ZOO Scottish 


Sky Sports 3 

84)0 Futures (88978910) 
830 South Africa v Wfest 
todes (35683465) 1230 
Cricket 0^86307) 1230 
Crictet South Africa v West 
Indes (75058571) 44M 
Cricket (82007823. 530 
WtarM spo rt (B roSa4a. 

D u fa m B nev Rangers 
C7814277) 830 &kiei 
South Africa v West Indes 
(51033656) 1030 FootbaB 
Oerby County v Everton 
*15055259) t24W ClOSa 

Eurosport 

730 Sh Jumptog (21991) 
830 B0bstei^fe5S2) 
ZOO BatNon ft2^T 
KLOO SobsfeWi (23303) 
tLOO Btateton (47339) 
1230 SW Jtxnpira M804) 
L30 Safften 

Stettog^755)3^Ten. 
rts (5*939) 435 Tenrts 


TrPAV TV AND RADIO LIST I N G S APPEAR IN THE INFORMATION 


Rosaarm?B4686(j^Lob 

Tears before Bedtime 

gsoea&ii issMtoder 
(3359M08) 330 - 74M 
Shewing (8569400) 

63jrnSl end Crew 
(370^587) 630 Johnson 
aiSFnends (83981858) 
6£WRifcert tee Frog 
P2062945) &40 Tmy Tales 
043392OC?. 64W 
OBedvsaums (B4338571) 
^ 60 Rota Dot Shorts 
©4338738) 700 Practical 
Parenttig (5085736) 735 
?£fe«»or0ubbleffl6B62a 
UO Barney end mends 
(3955804) 7JS5 Practical 
Rarenbto (4309553. 64M 
catec Ijgsjasa) S4» Bug 
Alert (495584a 835 So^ 
balooe (1831649) 830 
Cateu (8TO2465) 835 T™ 
and Crew (5468571) 830 
Parenting (779926A 93s 
Carrt Cmk Worn cook ‘ 
(5438 007) 9 -4Q Mchael 
Cote (3127T94) 1030 

Brookdda (1397842) 1Z30 

LA Law (4187649) 330 
ffStn: A Moteerb Courage- 


- — -- ” « ouuMqe- 


Jerry Springer (118882^. 
♦LOO The Sex FSes 
(7041804) tZOO Owe. 

TUT 

94M) Fame (B801 
(97449723) tL30 Callow 
(1971) (68723571) LOT Eyre 
of the Devi- eigen 
(54801156) 34)0 The Wak- 
ing Stick (T970J (95232214) 
94)0 Close. 
Paramount 
Comedy Channel 
LOO Jenw (1823) 730 

Grace Untter Rre (4262) 

8-00 Eton (S7») 830 
Nevwsradfo t637Sl 94)0 
Drop the Dead Donkey 
166939) 930 Drop tee 
Dead Donkey (60858) 
104)0 Dead Donkey 
(50939) 1030 Dead Don- 
key (32567) 1L00 Whose 
Lne Is It Anyway v (81484) 
♦L30 Lee Evans (66674) 
124)0 Rjckman (663661 
loo We Know Where You 
Lwe (38798) LOT Comedy 
Store (73717) ZOO CtuD 
Oass *43137) ZOT Dt kai 2 
155972)34)0 
Nghtstand (18934) 330 
Abbott & Costello (462341 
430 ctosa 

Granada Plus 

630 Jason King (6185216) 
TOO Bootsle and Snudqe 
<80094651 730 Nenrost 
and Dearest (8011200) 

830 Doctor on (ho Go 

(602303) 8-30 Dharm.) 
arid Greg (7173674) 930 
Oappsoy and Makoponco 
15774113) «U)0 Return ol 

tee Sam (8017)^1) iloo 

The Ratom of Sherio* 
HotolOS (3097B2CJ 1200 
The Profosaonols 
19«1638) LOO Nftarest 
and Dearest (80087361 
L30 Pteaso, S«! 052S282) 
Pokot (B892129) 

330 Bonanza (180S945) 

^5®. The Htah Chaparral 
£5T2552) zooctasac 
Coronation Street Omnbus 
(75283(3) T30 Ohjima 
andGieg (441328 1) 830 
FofrOH885S151)94)OTho 
Pfofessioruls (9402295) 
1030 The Odd Cottolo 
(99^878 9)10 30 HoganS 
Hwoee (7879277) t14J0 
AsGranada Men & Motors 
17637281) 230 CK»l> 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/31 


, 1 i 


Saturday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(976-998MHz FM ) 

TOO Mark Goodier. 104)0 Chris 
Moyles. tOO Lisa rAnson. 3.00 
Radio 1 1s R ‘rf B Chart 500 
Pete Tong. 74)0 Danny Rampfog 
I'^ovegrDove Dance Party. 94)0 
Yfestwood * Racfio 1 Rap Show 

12.00 Radio 1 Reggae DancehaJI 
Nita 2.00 Essential Mix: Optical 
and Ed Rush. 44H) - &30 Annie 
Nghtingate. 

RADIO 2 

(88-9Q2MHz FM) 

64)0 Mo Dutta. 84)5 Brian 
Matthew. 104)0 Steve Wrightfe 
Saturday Show. 14)0 The Smith 
Lectures. 1. 30 The Newly Dis- 
covered Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes. 24)0 Alan Freeman. 
3J30 Johnnie Walker. SL30 Paul 
GambaccH. 74)0 The American 
Trilogy. 84)0 The Dave Matthews 
Band in Concert 94)0 Suzi 
Quatro: Rockh’ with Suzi Q. 

104)0 Bob Harris. lOO Lynn 
Parsons 44)0 - 74)0 Mo Dutta. 
RADIO 3 
(902-92AMHZ FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 CD Review 
124)0 Private Passions. 

.400 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime 
*£oncert (R) 

200 Best of a 

34M> Vbung Artists' Foam. 

4.00 The Secrets of 
Orchestration. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

BJOO Jazz Century. 

64)0 Opera on 3 Verdi's musical 
drama set In 14th-century Genoa, 
where patricians and plebeians 
are vying for power. One of the 
composers most sensuously 
lyrical operas, with atmospheric 
musical seascapes and nocturnal 
romances and eloquent 
ensembles, and a convindhgly 
rounded portrait of Boccanegra, 
the seif-made man who rises to 
become doge but sacrifices him- 
self for his daughter's happiness. 
With Karita Mama, soprano 
(Amelia), Placido Domingo, tenor 
(Adorno), Alexandra Agache, 
baritone (Boccanegra) and 
Roberto Scandiuzzi, bass 
(Jacopo Fiasco) Metropolitan 
Opera Chorus and 
Orchestra/James Levina Act 1 
See Pick of the Day. 

■sj®0 New York Stories. 


PICK OF THE Day 


AN ILLUMINATING account Of 
her last great work Onoonote, 
Novel Encounters with Aphra 
Behn (2.30pm R4) pyamiruag 
her story of a West African 
prince tricked into slavery 
Inspired by Behn's visit to the 
British colony of Surinam in 
1663, we hear from a number 
of interested parties, including 
Gregory Doran, director of a 
stage adaptation for the RSC. 


A shame they couldn’t air the 
old one, by Southeme, but Peter 
Tfoniswood's The House Swap 
(3pm R4) justifies its slot: 
shades of Chekhov Laurie Lee 
and Edward Albee hang over 
this tale of marital disaffection, 
which stars Penelope Wilton. 

Tonight's Opera on 3 (fL30pm 
R3), Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra, 
stars Placido Domingo (right). 

Dominic Cavendish 



7- 30 Simon Boccane 

8- 25 The Met Opera 


Act 2. 


Martin Bemheirner puts listeners' 
i Ardoin, 


questions to John Ardoin, Speight 
Jenkins and Michelle KriseL 


8-55 Simon Boccanegra, Act 3 
104)5 The Brains Trust I eari ng 
thinkers tack/e challenging 
questions sent in by Qstenera 
Joining Joan Bakewetl are 
scientist Paul Davies, historian 


Orlando Rges, theologian Angela 
irotpofitk 


Tfiby and professor of pofiticeff 
theory David McLettan. 

1050 Bingham Quartet 
Tchakovsky: String Quartet No 3 
in E flat minor. Op 30. (R) 

1130 Jazz on a 

I- 00 - 64)0 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 

(92.4~94.6MHz FM ) 

64)0 News Briefing 
6.05 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

6457 Weather. 

74)0 Today. 

9-00 Home Truths. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends 
HOO News; Food Programme 

II- 30 From Our Own 
Correspondent 


124)0 News; Money Bax. 

1230 The Ghost of Number Tea 


12-55 Weather. 

14)0 News, 

145 Any Questions?. 

24)0 News; 

010 0444 
230 Novel Encounters with 
Aphra Behn. See Pick of the Day. 


; Any Answers? 0870 


34)0 News; The Satunfey Pfayf 


The House Swag See Pick of the 
Day. 


44)0 News; Weekend Womanfe 
Hour. 

54)0 Saturday PM. 

530 Talking Pictu-es. 

5-54 Shipping Forecast 
5457 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

645 Live from London 

7.00 News; Saturday Review. 
7-45 Letter from Laramie. Fraser 
Harrison writes an auefio letter 
from his cowboy childhood in his 
back garden in 1940s Liverpool. 
Do big boys sti need the WHd 
West? 

84)0 News; The Archive Hour 
Bom Again in a New Condition. 
Author David Dabydeen uses 
diaries and letters to explore the 
relationship between black 
people and Britain from the 16 th 
century to the Second World War. 
94)0 News; The Classic Serial: 
Dona Flor and Her Two 
Husbands By Jorge Amado, 
dramatised in three parts by 
Stuart Moms. 3: 'Second 
Coming'. In Salvador da Bahia, 
Brazil, the young widow Dona 
Fkv has married the respectable, 
bassoon-playing pharmacist, Dr 
Teodora But she is not allowed to 
forget the efissolute Vacfriho, her 
first husband. With Lesley 
CarveHo, Tristan Sturrock and 
John Rowa Director David Hunter. 
104K) News and Weather. 

1045 The Moral Maz& 

114)0 News; Scafing the Moun- 
tain Robert Dawson Scott invites 
a performer or composer to 
revisit a major musical chaflenge. 


TL30 Parkes and Gardens. 

The W3d Side 1 . Entrance to hell 
or Arcadian escape; our view of 
the Yorkshire Dales has changed 
through the ages, but our need 
for wild places has remained. 
Simon Partes joins the people 
managing our landscapes. (R) 
12.00 News. 

1235 Experimental Feature: 
Star Tales. (R) 

1230 The Late Story: My Son 
the Bird. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service. 

530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5410 inshore Forecast 
5454) - 64)0 Beds on Smday. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

1200 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(69a 909kHz MW ) 

6-00 Dirty Tackle. 

630 Breakfast 
94)0 Chios on Saturday. 

114)0 Move It 
1130 Sick as a Parrot 
124M) Sportsca! 

14K) Sport on 5. Rugby Union: 
the start of the Five 


Mkfcflesbrough. 600 Sports 
Report Classified football, rugby 
and racing, plus reports, 
interviews and comment 
630 The Late Six-O-Six. 

84)0 DaJIyn IK. Richard Dafiyn 
with news from aroind the UK. 
94)0 The Treatment Stuart 
Maconie and guests review the 
weekte news. 

104)0 Late isfight Currie. Edwina 
Currie with the weekend's big 
issues, inducing sport in depth at 
1Q3Q and a news briefing at TWO. 
Phone 0500 909693 
■LOO- 64)0 Up AB Night 
Richard Dallyn with news from 
Britain and aroind the world 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000-1019 MHz FM ) 

64)0 Sarah Lucas. 8.00 
Countdown. tLOO Masters of 
Their Art 124)0 fvfike Read 34)0 
Margaret Howard 64)0 Classic 
FM at the Movies. 74)0 Smooth 
Classics at Seven. 9JD0 Opera 
Glide 104)0 The Classic Quiz. 
124)0 Mdnight Music 24)0 - 
2471 Evening Concert 44)0 - 
64)0 Sunday Start 
VmGDi RADIO 
(1215, t!97- 1260kHz MW 
XfiBMHz FM) 

64)0 Richard Alien. 94K) Harriet 
Scott 124)0 Classic Countdown 
with Russ WBfiams. 24)0 Rock 
and Ron Football 530 Wheels of 
Steel 104)0 Janey Lee Grace 
24)0 - 64)0 Steve Power. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

14)0 Newsdesk. 130 Best on 
Record 24)0 The World Today. 
230 Agenda 34K) The World 


Today. 345 Sports Roundup. 


rugby championship, with Ireland 
v France at Lansdowne Road 


and Scotland v Wales at 
Murrayfieid Football: reports, 
goal news and commentary on a 
top game FA Caring Premiership 
fixtures include Nottingham 
Forest v Man Utd, West Ham vs 
Arsenal and Liverpool vs 


Wbrid Business Review. 
L45 Letter from America 44)0 
The World Today. 430 Omnibus. 
54K) The World Today. 530 - 
64)0 Women Who Dared to 
Speak. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 OK to Talk. 84)0 Danny 
Bakeris Morning Edition 124)0 
ftfe Round and white - with Tom 
Watt 24)0 The SportZbne - 
Soccer Special 54)5 505 with 
Gary Newborn and Tom Watt 
730 Nancy Roberts. 104)0 
Dave Barretts Phone-In with the 
Midnight Psychic. 200 - 64)0 
Mike Didtia 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

&00 We the Juy (1996) (440511 8-00 
Cocoon (1985) (95438). 40.00 isfico the 
Unicom (1990) (30438). t2J30 About 
Sarah (1998) (7839831 -L45 We the Jury 
1 1996) (46174£MH)r3iS0‘ COttoOri (1988) 
(30631) 5-30 ISfco the Uhfcom (t998) 
(93761). 730 Preview (4099). &00 Man in 
Black (1907) (56490). See Pick of the Day. 
10.00 Escape from LA (1996) (874186V 
1t45 Mutooland Fate (1996) (906544) 
US The Experts (1989) (302216) 340 - 
aoo Naked Souls (095) (69661020). 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

XOO Movie Magic (38631). 7.30 Action 
Heroes (5888254). 845 UK Tbp Twi 
(9152772). aoo Tel Me No Lies (1991) 
(77032). TLOO The KU (1997) (68186). 
too Movie Magic (37902). 130 Action 
Heroes (9687612). 245 UK Top Tbn 
(2735322) 330 Looking for Trouble 
(1995) (85322) SJOO The Kid (1097) 


PICK OF THE Day 


SCI-FI COMEDIES have not 
always been successful - as 
anyone who has seen Morons 
Prom Outer Space will know. 
However; Men in Black (8pm 
Sky Premier), proved a big hit 
with its comic treatment of the 
idea of American agents policing 
the aliens they allow to come 
to Earth. Will Smith and Tommy 
Lee Jones (right), who utters 
the immortal deadpan line “we 
at the FBI do not have a sense 
of humour that we are aware 


of", have tremendous fun as the 
agents who live ^ by .the motto 
“protecting the Earth from tfie 
scum of the universe." 

Norman Hunter; whose heyday 
was in the 1970s, had one of the 
best ever football nicknames: 
“Bites Your Legs". The hard- 
man defiendei; who eqjoyed great 
success with Leeds United and 
England, is profiled in Bobby 
Charlton's Football Scrapbook 
(5.30pm Sky Sports 1). 

JAMES HAMPTON 



.£3457). 74)0 Tel Me NO Lies (1991) 

l “l 


.43167). 9.00 Big Night (095) (6440). 
tLOO Margarets Museum (095) 

(739709) 12-4S Whiskey Down (1995) 
(930465) 245 Clean and Sober (1968) 
(91248281) 4L20 - 64W looking for 
Trouble (5995) (735282) 

SKY CINEMA 

tLOO Double Dynamite (1951) (2778186) 
12^30 Golden Earrings (1947) (51829051V 
245 The Stars Look Down (©39) 

(2221186) 44K) Artists and Models (©55) 
(7820273) 64)0 Sink the Bismarck! (I960) 
(1282693) 84)0 The Miagro 
Bean field War (1987) (G94430) W4H) 
Black Sunday (1977) (69404902) 1ZJXS 
Dirty Mary, Crazy Larry (WW) (4960910) 
24)0 Three Holts to Ki (1954) 

(50372945V 3J20 Double Dynamite (1951) 
(0060484) 4w45 - 64)0 The Dark Past 
(1948) (62028674) 

FILMFOUR 

G4X) The Lost Wbrid (i960) (98267780) 
7.45 Flying over Mot her (90 55709) 84)0 
stand by Me (1986) (8687235) 104)0 
Southern Comfort (1981) (4253506) 124)0 
Damage (1992) (2752910) 24)0 Blow-Up 
(©66) {8677945) 44)0 - 64» Subway 
(1985) (8359587) 

| "SCOVERY CHANNEL 

44k) Battle for the Skies (6807728) 54)0 
A Century of Warfare (4855506) 6-00 A 
Century of Warfare (9862344) 7 LOO Kgh 
Anxiety (6426273) 84)0 Storm Force 
(6402693) 94)0 Speed Crash! Rescue! 
(6422457) 104)0 Forensic Detectives 
(6425544) ttOO A Century of Warfare 


(9990780) 124)0 A Century of Warfare 
(6358842) 14)0 Weapons of Whr 
(7708649) 24)0 Close. 

SKY ONE 

74W Bunp m the Mght (0235) 7^0 
Street Sharks (22070) 84)0 Adventures 
ol SfTbad (57709) 94» The Simpsons 
(83032) 9.30 Garfield and Friends 
(27964) 104)0 The Best of the Chris 
Evans Show (28254) 114)0 World 
Wrestfing Federation Lhre Wire (03790) 
124)0 World Wresting Federation Shot 
Gin (40815) 14)0 The New Advemures of 
Superman (26235) 24)0 American 
Dumbest Criminals (4506) SJ30 
Americafc Dumbest Criminals (7916) 34M 
GuBtyt (39235) 44H) Star Trek; Deep 
Space Nine (41070) 54)0 Star Trek: 
Voyager (7693) 84)0 Xena: Warrior 
Princess (16099) TOO VP (83544) 84H) 
JAG (69964) 94)0 rami Sky One 
Special Feature: Damien - Omen I (1978) 
(62051) tLOO Beat the Crusher (29983) 
124)0 Showbiz Wteekty (85736) 124*0 
The Big Easy (69705) L30 Fire (21281) 
2-30 - 64)0 Long Play (5668216) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

BJOO Hold the Bade Page (80790) 7-00 
European Tou Goti (74457) 94)0 Hold 
the Beck Pe© 0 (68457). 104)0 Racing 
News (30525) «L30 Internationa! Cricket 
South Africa vs Wfest indes (7B2S4) 

124)0 GBette Soccer Saturday £>431709) 
5430 Bobby Chariton's Footbal Scrap- 
book (68438) See Pick o r toe Day. 7J00 
BuctwBisar Basketball (65709) 94M Sat- 


urday Fight Mght (38821) tLOO Max 
Power (54693) 124)0 Spanish Footbal 
(69213) 24)0 Saturday Fight Mght 
(44216) 44)0 . 64)0 Budweiser Basket- 
bal (86216) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

64)0 Sky Sports Centre (2149070) 

74)0 Aerobics - Oz Style (3348803) 7.30 
Racsig News (2168708) 8.00 Soccer AM 
(2655896) 124)0 Wbrid Tenpin Bowing 
Masters (3176099) LOO Warid Motor 
Sport (167352ft 44W) Max Power 
(4102490)54)0 Diving (6435070) 84)0 
European Tour Golf (5512051) 84)0 Ford 
Goff USA (1174457) tLOO International 
Cricket (5784983) ZJOO Second Innings 
(3895113) 34)0 - 74X) international 
Cricket (8541736) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12.30 European Tour Golf £26577390) 
24)0 Diving (48536885) 34)0 Fbrd Golt 
USA (40636815) 54)0 World Motorsport 
(88045916) 84)0 Spanish Footbal 
(82320254) 104)0 Dhrtng $*2309761) 
HOO GBette World Sport Special 
(17603186) 1L30 Extreme SaHng 
(57081790) 124)0 Close 

EUROSPORT 

740 Winter X Games (59148) 84)0 
Bobsleigh (54506) 830 Biathlon (83419) 
104)0 Bobsleigh (48032) 1LOO Biathlon 
(10964) 1230 Speed Skating (92877) 
-LOO Luge (80032) 24)0 Speed Skating 
(19167) 44H) Ski Jurying (92728) 54K) 
■fermte (J76T) 64)0 Alpine Sdng (57916) 


730 Tennis (10612) BJOO Tobogganing 
(98032) 94)0 Bobsleigh (16896) 104)0 
"tobogganing (©983) TLOO Baxtog 
(49761) 124)0 Tractor PuHng (69277) 
LOO Close. 

UK GOLD 

730 Angels (9983490) 730 Neighbours 
Omnibus (74438709) 825 Dates 
Omribus (81031146) 1240 EastEnders 
Omnibus (T7606438) 34M) The BU 
Omribus (88073896) 5225 Butterflies 
(1155273) 64)5 FHm: That RMera Touch 
(1966) (61974070) 8.00 What a Cany On! 
(5067877) 835 Oily Foote and Horses 
(5354631) 945 The Thin Blue Line 
(8775438) 935 One Foot h the Grave 
(2941032) 1035 Monty Pythorfe Flying 
Circus (2251728) H45 Live at Jongleurs 
(7583983) TL50 The Man from Auntie 
(3552544) 1230 Ftench and Sauiders 
(1BB84S9. MO Film: island of Terror 
(©66) (4349007) 34)0 - 74X) Shopping 
with Screenshop 03592736) 

LIVING 

64)0 Tiny and Crew (37007815) 630 
Johnson and Friends (83914186) 630 
Phibert the Frog (12095273) €L40 Tiny 
Tates (84442728) &45 asedysaurus 
and the Gang ®444©99) 630 PoBta Dot 
Shorts (84422964) 730 Practical 
Parenting (5181964) 74)5 © plus 2 
(5912167) 730 Bedtime Stories (5101728) 
735 Bababos @100099) 730 CaBou 
(1170728) 735 Bug Alert (7969761) 755 
Practical Parenting (4405780) 830 Pofca 


Dot Shorts (648438) 840 Tliy and Crew 
■98 (©32322) 835 Happy Brthday 
[1536693) 835 Babakws (©37877) 

830 CaBou Q3208893) 835 Tiny and 
Crew £5571099) 830 Practical Parenting 
(7895490) 935 Cant Cook, Wbrft Cook 
{8217340 935 Ready Steady, Cook 
(7988761) mso Maixy Povfch (5853896) 
TLOO Living issues (9240877) 1130 The 
'Roseame Show - Highlights (920506) 
124)0 Entertainment Now! (5239877) 
1230 LA Law Omnfaus (4283877) 330 
FBnK Afl About Eve (©50) (5945693) 
64)0 FHnu Her Ufa as a Man (884) 
(1280235) 84)0 Rescue 9T1 (7825720) 
830 Beyond Befief (7804236) 930 Jer- 
ry Springer Double ffl (1284051) 1L00 
The Sex Ftea (7147032) 1230 Close. 

TNT 

94)0 Skyjacked (©72) (92327167) 114)0 
Brass Target (1978) (40635728) 130 
Brotherly Love (©69) (40513552) 34M) 
Skyjacked (©72) (6837002) 54X) Close 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

730 Cbetess (8964) 730 Grace under 
Fire (883) 84K) 9en (7812) 830 News- 
redo (3419) 930 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(94T88) 930 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(1885) 1030 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(71896) 1030 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(80544) 1130 Whose Line Is h Anyway? 
(99631) 1130 The World of Lee Evans 
(27051) 124)0 Duckman (32868) 1230 
We Know Where Vbu Live (95649) 130 
Comedy Store (84946) 130 Club Class 
(12026) 24X) Dr Katz ©184) 230 Tbs 
and Fbs (83129) 330 Mghtstand (71281) 
330 Abbott & CosteKo (94281) 430 
Close. 

GRANADA PLUS 

830 Jason King (088544) ZOO Bootsie 
and Snudge (B1 05693) 730 Leave It to 
Chart© (BT24728) 8.00 HokSng the Fort 
(7771821) 830 Mind ‘Vbir Language 
(884362)930 Wsston: impossible 
(5870341) 1030 The Persuaders 
(8TJ36T2) HOO Man In a Suitcase 
(8100148) 124)0 The Bcxnder (723858) 
1230 Emmerdaie (84868B) 3.00 
Bonanza (4839273) 430 The high 
Chapanal (4815780) 54)0 Hawan Hvs-O 
(509952S) 630 The Persuaders 
(8277790) TOO Mission: Impossible 
(5802231) 830 The Return of Sherlock 
Homes (5002439) 94X) □ C® (5107083) 
1030 The Odd Copple (9679457) 1030 
Hogante Heroes (3SM065) tLOO Grana- 
da Men & Motors (7A070S) 230 Close. 


HF.niONAI, TELEVISION VARIATIONS 




JBC1 N IRELAND 

Is BBC1 England MMpfr WO 

Northern kefand Besdts (3it34t) 640 
'lews; Weather (64586) 

3BC1 SCOTLAND 

Sortscme - Mach of the Day (5766341) 

3BC1 WALES 

Is BBC1 Entfand except: 6-20 

teles Today (902963) 

HSrrcmpt: «23 or^tv 

Sh48) 135 Angsa News and nAteattier 

57965082) tA 5 

uture (162506) 245 

UO The Black Swan (61254235) 

ingte News and Sport (S9T13 22) 

"dm; Wyatt Earp Oodga Crty^wr^_. 
Vyati Earp was dan^ous 
£wn Costner pfays 

■rteeing aggressor. Ths te tiiedark wm 
4 an oaring ThS 

snEKwroSgff 

31769693) 2.15 The 
7010649) 2JS5 Box Office America 


(1554823) 3L20 Wbrid Footbal _ ^ 
(80443200) 330 CD UK (4099303) 435 
Soundtrax (83817823) 5-OS ITV 
Mghtecreen (7900397) 

CENTRAL 

*« lWT except: 1230 Premere 
(81148) 105 Centra! Norn arid I 
(57965982) UO On the Bad (4S93438CJ) 
UW ThaSecret KGB JFK Assassination 
Files (1528867) 330 Film: Milder by the 
Book. Meek-mannered mystery writers 

alter eoo helps Mm stdve a mudw case 

ffiSaXwel m tfctmss and a fake 
antiques scam. Fandhi crime caper 
remained unreteased fix wayear. I Mth 
Robert Hays. Catharine Mary Stewart 
(61946815) 54)5 Central News, Weather 
and Goals Extra (8911322) 430 
jobfinder (20026) 530Spotfight As» 
(23587) 

SUSS.JIIMI 

Arvvoll (3150615) 34W 
I»Su«t DSV (6300438) 33S Team 


Office America (1554823) 330 World 
Footbal (80443200) 330 CD UK 
(4099303)4^45 Scukltrax (83817823) 
535 ITV Mghtecreen (790(^37) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 1230 

Sporteweek (8fW8) too News; Weather 
(13509371) t45 Movies. Games and 
Videos (162506)245 Pirate TV 
(62321419). 24*0 Dinosaurs T 
535 HTV West News and i 
(8911322) 84*0 News Heacfines; National 
Waalher (667902) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWTaxcepf-. 1230 Dinosmxs 
(81140) 135 Meridian News arte Weather 
^7965982) t45 Chanpions of the 
Future (162506) 245 Pirate TV (187815) 
2L45FDm: h Love and Wat The women' 
weep white their boys figtt overseas in 
the Pacific. Big bloated soap tedtes on the 
gloss, its not the type of Um youb expect 
to see mordant comecian Mon Sahl tai® 
part in but there he is, as tahnitf reflet 
With Jeffrey Hunter. Robert Wbgner, Dana 
Wyntet; Hope Langa (23709 9) 53S 
Merldbn News and Wsather (8911322) 
1035 FBm: Wyatt &rp (31789693) 245 
The Jerry Springer straw (7010649) 2-55 
Bor Office America PS54823) 330 



Wbrid Fbotbal (80443200) 330 CD UK 
(4099303) 4.45 Souvltrax (B38T7B23) 
535 fTV Mghtecreen (7900397) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT mewfc 1230 Movies. 

Games and videos (8114ft. 135 
Wsstoountry Nsws (5796 ^82) 1 3S The 
Making of a Bug^ Lite (25011273) 240 
Fim: Man About the Housa TV sitcom 
; more feeble than most With 
I O'Sufi van. Pate WIIcck. Yootha 
-5099). 3.50 seaOueat DSV 
, 535 Weslcourrtry News 
1035 Frim: Wyatt Earp 
j) 245 The Jeny Springer Show 
, 235 Box Office America 
. 330 Wbrid Fbotbal 
. 0)330 CO UK (409030ft 4-45 
Seundtrax (838T7823). 535 ITV 
Mghtscreen (7900397) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LMfT except: 1230 Dinosaurs 
(8ii4ft 135 Calendar News Hearthes 
(57965982) 535 Calendar News 
(8507877) 540 Goals Extra (264409ft 

TYNE TEES 

As YbricslwB eoccapt: 135 North 
East News and weather (57985982) 54>5 
North East News and Weather (5507877) 
540 fttil Time (2644099) 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except: L05 Ffcn: 
Niffse Cxi Wheels*. Jufiet MBs cydes 
round the vfiage cfepensing good cheer 
to sickly comedy. With Ronald Lewis, 
Joan Stole. Raymond Huntley, Athena 


Sayler #7772525) 230 Channel 4 
' (tremSando 


. Sandown Park (4044758ft 
I: pencampwriaath y Pun 

^ (7268007ft 640 YOoc 

(6421214ft 7^5 NewydtBon a 
Chwaraeon (96485070) 830 Marti Gras 
(B6610065) 930 0 Raen Dy Lygad 
(9393B91) 1030 Film: Ftorce ©from 
Navarona A squad of US Rangers is sent 

to blow up a bridge separating the 

Germans from Yugoslav partisans. Big 
barns and a collapsing dam are the order 
of tiie day. not to mention tiatogue Bee 
“This place is crewing with Krauts.' The 
only real resemblance to the original film 
b the use of the word Navarone to the 
title. Gregory Peck (Malory) and David 
MvBn (Sal are here replaced by Robert 
Shaw and Edward Fax. The Americans 
are represented by Harrison Ford. The 
Germans speak to fumy Engfeh accents. 
4JI0 4 Later? Pop-Up vweo 

430 FBI Street Blues 
549 Close 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
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CHESS 


JON SPEELMAN 


THE TENTH International Open 
starts today in Calcutta, sponsored 

the Goodricke tea company, part 
of the Lawrie group of which the 
England team's staunch sponsors 
Duncan Lawrie are the hub. This ex- 
cellent tournament is surely the 
strongest in Asia, surpassing even 
the powerful annual event in Peking. 

You never quite know who will 
play in an Open until you get there 
but the list of entrants which I re- 
ceived before departing for India 
was formidable indeed Seventeen 
grandmasters were confirmed, of 
whom six are in the top 100 headed 
by Alexei fledorov (Belarus) rated 
2,648 and another Alexei - Dreev 
(Russia) 2,639 plus Viktor Bolgan 
(Moldavia), myself, Sergei Dolma- 
tov (Russia) and Jaan Ehlvest (Es- 
tonia). And Suat Atalik (Turkey) 
was expected. At the Bundesliga last 
weekend, I even heard a rumour 
that Judit Pol gar may turn out. 

Twenty-six-year-old Alexei Fed- 
orov has been round about the 2J>00 
mark for a while but sprang up 48 
points in the last six-month rating 
period. He has an extremely active 
style, playing I e4 as White and de- 
fending the Sicilian Dragon and 
King's Indian as Blade. This is his 
explosive victory against the nor- 
mally extremely solid Zurab 
Azmaiparashvili from the recent 
Olympiad. 

In his notes in “Informant 73" Fe- 
dorov suggests 17 ...Nc8 intending 
...Bh6. Although White’s kingside is 
somewhat weakened he further in- 
dicates 24 Kg2 rather than 24 Ng3 

- which is intended to prevent ...15 

- and feels that the white queenside 
attack starting with b4 is the more 
potent 

Ffedorov got a powerful attack 
down the h file and with admirable 
restraint refrained from the entic- 
ing 31 ...Rh2-f- 32 Kxh2 Qh8+ 33 
Kgl Qh3 34 Be2 Bxg3 when 35 Nfl! 
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defends. White W3S just about to 
break through in the diagram when 
Ffedorov got in first If 39 Esg4 Rxg3+ 
40 Bxg3 Qh3+ 41 K12 Bxg3+ 42 
Qxg3 Nxe4+. The rest was 
slaughter. 
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White: Zurab Azmaiparashuli 
White: Alexei Ffedorov 
Elista Olympiad 1998 
King’s Indian Defence 

1 d4 Nf6 27Kg2Rxlll 

2 c4 g6 2S Qxhl RhS 

3 Nc3 BgT 29 Qbl QcB 

4 e4 d6 30 Ne3 Nga 

5 Nf3 0-0 31 bxca RhS! 

6 Be2 e5 32 Bel! QhS 

7 Be3 Ng4 33 Qgl dxca 

8 Bg5 f6 34 Rbl Bed 

9 Bh4 Nc6 35 Rdl Ng8 

10 d5 Ne7 36 d6 Bd7 

11 Nd2 hs 37 Nd5 Nh6 

12 h3 NhG 38 Rbl (see 

13 g4 hxg4 diagram * Nxg4 ! 

14 hxg4 Nf7 39 Nxf4 exf4 

15 Nfl c5 40 fxg4 fxg3 

16 Ne3 BdT 41 Bxg3Rxg3 + : 

17 Bd3 Qa5 42 Kxg3 Qh3 + 

18 Nc 2 a 6 43 KEJ Nxe4+ 

19 a4 NcB 44 Kel Qc3 + 

20fSQd8 45 Kfl Nd2+ 

21 a5 Bh6 46KCQd4+ 

22 B£2 Kg7 47 Kg3 Qe5+ 

23 Kfl Rh8 48 KQ Qf4+ 

24 Ne2 Ne7 49 Kel Nxbl 

25 Ng3 Qc7 50 Qxc5 Qg3+ 

26 b4 Bf4 0-1 
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BRIDGE 


Alan Hiron 

having GONE down, albeit unluck- 
ily, in his contract of Fbur Hearts 
on this deal, declarer asked his 
partner how he would have tackled 
the hand. “Differently!” was 
North’s succinct reply. Can you see 
what he had in mind? 

Playing five-card majors. South 
opened One Heart and North bid 
his hand to the limit by raising 
pre-emptively to game South even 
considered going oh but he passed 
and West led O K against Bfeur 
Hearts. A cross-ruff was a possi- 
bility, but dummy's spades offered 
a tempting alternative and declar- 
er. after discarding a dub from 
dummy, won with 0 A and followed 
with the ace and another spade. 

While West discarded a club. 

East won and forced dummy with 
another diamond lead, effectively 
shutting off the spade suit Now, no 
matter what South tried, there was 
no way to avoid four losers. If he 
attempted to ruff his losing dia- 
monds in dummy, West would 
come to J and, equally, the long 
spades could no longer be brought 
in as West now held more trumps 
than dummy. 

When pressed, dummy amplified 
his cryptic remark. His suggestion 


Game all: dealer South 
North 

♦Q9S743 
57010 7 3 
Onone 

♦ Q 93 

West East 

♦ J *K10 6 

5>J 864 tfnone 

OKQ952 0JS74 
♦A 7 5 *K 10864 2 

South 

♦ A 5 2 
«?AK952 
0 A JO 6 3 
♦J 


(which seems to work) was to dis- 
card a spade, not a club, from the 
table at trick 1 and follow with a 
club lead. Now the defenders are 
helpless - even if West wins and 
switches to a trump, there are still 
10 tricks on a cross-ruff. 

Was there a case, I wonder, for 
the seemingly suicidal opening 
lead of a trump from the West 
hand? - a brief analysis suggests 
that this, followed' by careful 
defence, leads to the defeat of the 
contract whatever declarer tries. 


Concise Crossword 
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DOWN 


1 Restaurant guest (5) 
4 Witnessed (3) 


7 Piece of news (4) 

8 Grow less (8) 

9 Poiitirian (12) 

10 Population count (6) 

13 Gnawing animal (6) 

IS Specialist food store (12) 

19 Private (8) 

20 Genuine (4) 

21 Group (3j 

22 Portion (5) 


1 Same again (5) 

2 Retribution (7) 

3 Horseman (5) 

4 Biblical mountain p) 

5 Type of film f 7) 

6 Damage (b) 

1) Everlasting (7) 

12 Duellist's assistant (ft) 

14 Merit (7) 

16 Hungarian composer (5) 

17 Flower (5) 

18 Dodge (5) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


ACROSS: 1 Rice. 4 Mile (Wy smiles), 9 Lb m u, 10 Theatre, 1 1 Machi$nv.t. 
IT Load, 13 Inland Revenue. 17 Mime. IS Shanghai. 21 Curious 22 Skill. 23 


Yarns, 24 Note, DOWN: 2 Isaac, 3 Evasion, 4 Melamoiphosk, S lied, 0 Sit down. 

14 Lamprey. IS Venison. 16 Edible, 17 Mock, 19 Hoist. 2U 


7 Alumni, 8 Mend, 
Boar. 
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YOUR MONEY 


H o w to Make it * Ho w to Spend it 



Rotters in the loyal family 


^ There are a lot of loyalty cards out there. But which offer the best value for you? By Paul Slade 


L oyalty has become a much- 
abused concept in the financial 
world. Usually all it 
nowadays is that you tafo» out a 
firm's credit card and stay loyal 
to it. Meanwhile, it screws you 
into the ground with excessively high charges. 
But every nowand then a little flower blooms 
among the weeds and a credit card crops up 
which offers a marginally better deal to long- 
suffering cardholders. 

Two providers have recently entered the 
fray, offering cards which give the cardholder 
money orother benefits back for every £1 that 
he or she spends. 

One flfthe new issuers, Bradford fcB inglpy 
offers the best reward scheme of any 
nationally available plastic card, according to 
new research that has been carried out by 
Staffordshire University. 

The survey lookedat the cash value of loy- 
alty points given by rival card suppliers. 
Bradford & Bingley topped the table with an 
award of £4 for every £100 spent. The stingiest 
card of the 20 rated is TSB’s Tmstcard, 
Vwhich gives its users as little as 20p for every 
v £100 they spend. 

Professor Steve Worthington conducted (he 
survey on behalf ofVauxhall, whose own GM 
Card came second. Professor Worthington 
points out that theTSB card has been in issue 
since 1978 and says it is ncrw “showing its age". 

He suggests that people who dear their 
card balance in full every month - and there- 
fore pay no interest- should pick the card with 
the best loyalty scheme. For all other users, 
it is the interest rate charged on uncleared 
debts - the APR - which is most important 
“If you dm afford to be a frill payer; then 
the usage incentives are an extra bonus," Pro* 
fessor Worthington says. "But if you’re tak- 
ing revolving credit, then I think you should 
concentrate on the APR" 

These annualised percentage rates show 
the rate of interest you would be paying if you 
borrowed a given sum on your card for a full 
year. These rates are supposed to make it 
easier to shop around and compare different 
card suppliers. However contrasting one 
APR with another is actually far from a 
straightforward exercise, 
j. Baixiaycard. for example. hasatieredAPR 

if structure which charges you more interest the 
less you spend and which may vary from one 
month to the next If you were to borrow £299 



The best card for you will depend on your individual spending patterns 


WHY IT SOMETIMES PAYS TO BE LOYAL - THE TOP CARDS 


flgi 

Bradford* 

N\A 

The OM Card 
1994 
600.000 

Brush Ali-vuyc 
Dinars CM 
1996. WA 
fort* Cart . 
1998 
H»A 


CMord Pins 

1996 

250.000 


PiyiiM type, 

Aorml 

Mimor 

Actual BOMOry 
rata* for <3.000 

ExAtspte of nwd 

Actual noMtary 


fra 

neon om tnoocy 

based on £3,000 

mine for £104X70 

UK outlets 

Credit 


spoat.* 

spas 

spout 

£120 cash back on 

sprat 

Voa/Mastertjrd 

M0, 000 out IMS 

None 

« 

£120 

completion of a new 
mortgage 

£000 

Credit 

Wsa /MastwCart 
580.000 outlets 
Charge Card 

None 

3% 

£90 

£90arraapw 

UunfaaB 

lira adults and two 

£300 • 

Doners Club 
180.000 oucIhs 
C redit • 

£75 

2 27%-2 64% 

E68- 

. ctaUdren into Alton 
■fowes 
• Onereght's 

£26*' 

MasterCard 

560.000 outlets 
Debit 

£12 

1.6SV25* 

£75 

accommodation in 
Posttaouse. Leeds 
£60 of r teas 

£165 

fcsco stores, 
petrol stations 
640 outlets 

None 

2% 

£60 

snapping 

£200 

•£»«** MseacinpaacwUaefcfcTSoctid. BA 25% oarr 73%. “Euttng jrimne in be npUcrU ■> May 1999 


in February for example, you would pay in- 
terest at an APRof 21.4 per cent But up your 
spentfing to £500 in March and your APR falls 
to just 17.4 per cent It is the amount you spend 
each month that counts here, not the size of 
yrair accumulated ha lnnr»<* 

Janice Allen, of die National Consumer 
Council, warns that using cards with a loyalty 
scheme can lead to a flood of extra junk mail 
She says: “Loyalty cards are more valuable 
to the issuer than to the consumer They're 
giving vital information about your spending 
patterns to the retailer or the bank, which will 
allow them to target you with other offers.” 

Another trick to look out for is the intro- 
ductory offer Anyone opting for a new Birm- 
ingham Midshires Visa card would pay 
interest at a comparatively modest APR t^ust 
10.9 per cent for the first six months. But as 
soon as that six months is up, cardholders are 
in for a shock as the APR then all but dou- 
bles overnight to 19.9 per cent 

Professor Worthington says: “Aftera cer- 
tain time period, the teaser rate vanishes, and 
you're back up to the friU rate of APR. It makes 
comparisons of APRs even more difficult 
because neariy everyone has got a teaser rate 
these days." 

The Vauxhali survey also looks at non- 
payment cards. These are the cards which, 
rather than paying for your shopping, simply 
record electronically the loyalty points you 
have earned. Professor TOuthington found the 
best card at Boots - which gives you £4 for 
every £100 spent - and the worst at Tbsco, 
where your non-payment Chibcard earns you 
just El per £100 spent 

But using payment and non-payment 
cards together lets card users pull one trick 
of their own, thanks to a process called dou- 
ble dipping. Professor Worthington explains: 
“What many sharp people do is use one of 
each type of card, and therefore get two lots 
of points at one time. Fbr example, ifyou were 
in a Shell garage you could use your non-pay- 
ment Shell loyalty card, bat pay with, say, a 
Goldfish card. Ybu would get two lots of points 
on one transaction.” 

Worthington’s research shows that the 
Shell card earns you points worth up to £L30 
per £100 spent, while the Goldfish card nets 
you another £l per £100 spent. A bill of £100, 
double-dipped in the way Professor Wor- 
thington suggests, could therefore earn you 
total points worth as much as £2^0. 


Bargain hunter 



Property of the week 

Weekend retreat: 


SIX MILES from the Suffolk coast and four miles from 
the railway station at Wi ckham Market, this two- 
bedroom traditional brick-built cottage in Station Road, 
Blaxhall .would make the perfect weekend retreat If it 
weren’t for a few structural problems, it would cost a 
lot more than £74,000. Overlooking fields, it has two 
double bedrooms, large kitchen, downstairs bathroom 
and living room with stairs to the first floor It sits on a 
generous plot of 80ft by 100ft, with garden and fruit 
trees. Details from Clarice & Simpson (01728 724200). 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 


Car of Che week 

Negotiate to accumulate 


REPORTS THAT BMW dealers have more Z3s titan they 
know what to do with seem to have been exaggerated- 
ly and Orinoco special effition Z3s have been flooding 
the showrooms, with their special paint jobs, air 
conditioning, electric convertible roofs, leather trim, ■ 
heated seats and alloy wheels. But, according to BMW 
dealers, their stock will be quickly sold - they can sell 
1.9 roadsters all day long, because it is a (heap BMW. 
More open to negotiation are the Z3 2.8 versions. 
Approach an independent like Robert Hughes 
Management Group (01753 621221), with half a dozen 
on offer at £30,995, a saving on the £34.000 list price. 

James ruppert 


Deal of che week 

Going down - again 


GO TO the kitchen and put the kettle on. By the time 
you come bade the blighters have dropped the cost of a 
mortgage even further When will It all end? Not this 
week, judging by FSrstMartgage’s latest offer. The com- 
pany has launched its cheapest-ever three-year loan, at 
3.99 per cent until 31 March 2002. The mortgage is avail- 
able on a loan-to-valne of up to 90 per cent, with no 
compulsory insurance. Any catches? There is a £395 ap- 
plication fee. But this realty is a low-cost loan. One 
worth going for- until next week. 

NicCicurn 


DSS computer fails to cope 
with pension pay-outs 



Pensioners are losing out - thanks to a bug in the DSS system. By Teresa Hunter 


>\V MUCH is your pension 
irth? You don't know? Neither 
rs the DSS. the agency which 
responsible fbr paying retire- 
?nt income to millions of 
ople every week. 

Problems at the central DSS 
mputer has resulted in hun- 
.*ds of thousands of the newty 
ired not receiving the pen- 
m due to them. The chaos, 
ih its overtone of creaking Or- 
Ilian inefficiency; has thrown 
pollight on just how power- 
this single piece of technol- 
jr is. and how it influences so 
my people’s lives. 

What hare been deserfoed as 
vihinft problems'* with a new 
Him computer has resulted in 
aos. leaving one in three 
nsioners who retired since 
t April being short-changed 
their entitlements. 
Although in theory the basc 
ite pension could be hit, be- 
ise almost everyone retiring 
m full-time employment re- 
ves the full state pension 
.vadavs. the system has 
linlv coped with this sum. 
However, its technical wiz- 
fry completely floundered 
en the lime came to caleu- 
r the additional State Eam- 
[s Related Pension top-up 
>rpsi. which many people 
been contributing towards 


throughout their working lives. 

Some people have been 
short-changed by many pounds 
a week for nearty a year, and it 
will take more time still to re- 
solve the problem. 

Many widows have foiled to 
receive their due widows pen- 
sions, and anyone involved in a 
divorce will also have found 
their pensions affairs in a mud- 
dle. But it is not only the retired 
who have been hit 

National Insurance rebates 
into private pensions have all 
but collapsed, which means 
that these investments missed 
out on last year’s strong stock 
market performance. 

But most worrying of all is 
the difficulty in estab l i s hi n g 
whether you have received the 


correct pensions and other 
benefits due, or whether you 
are among those losing out 
Independent actuary Bryn 
Daws said: “The calcatafiansin- 
working out your pen- 
sion righto are not very difficult 
The big problem is getting hold 
of the records. 

“The DSS computer is the 
only agency holding records 
about your earnings and Na- 
tional Insurance contributions 
going back over the years. We 
are all uiterty dependent on it. 
And it doesn't work.” 

taatess-thanmagnammous 
gesture, Afistair Darting the So- 
dal SecinitySecretais announ- 
ced this week that everyone 
afleded will be compensated fay 
a one-off payment of no. 


■ The computer problems suf- 
fered by so many underline 
the wisdom of keeping and fil- 
ing old pay-sDps, particularly 
P6Qs which record your pay tax 
and National Insurance in any 
given yean Only with this evi- 
dence can you challenge the 
Department of Social Security 
over bow much they pay you in 
retirement by way of Serps. 

However; ifyou have saved 
these documents and you can 
use a calculator; you can work 
out the sums — although this 

ran ly hoftn renfireTnganrt mm- 

pficated. It is probably more 
practical to contact your local 
DSS office and ask staff there 
to explain how they have 
reached the cafcnlafion they are 
paying you - supplying them 


FILE AS YOU EARN 


How to stay one step ahead 
of the state: 


how your pension benefit 
has been calculated. 


• Always keep all records 
relating to pay and National 
Insurance contributions - 
one day you may find that 
you need them. 


i Ask the DSS to explain 


• Ifyou are unhappy 
consider paying an 
independent actuary to 
check the OSS’s sums. He 
may onty levy a small fee, 
but it wfll be worth it to get 
your pension right 


• Ask your pension 
provider for a statement 
detailing exactly what 
has been paid into your 
plan in the past yean 


• Ask your wages office to 
calculate what the relate 
should have been. They can 
easity do the sum. 


with the information you have. 

Similarly, anyone who has 
expected Serps rebates to be 
paid into their private plan 
should contact their pension 
provider and ask them for a 
statement - except your insur- 
er will be unable to tell you 
whether the DSS refunds have 
been made correctly. 

The biggest problem with 
Serps rebates centres on age- 
related rebates which were 
made for the first time for the 
year 1997-1998, and should have 
been paid into your pension 
during the 1998/1999 tax yean 

The computer couldn’t han- 
dle the calculation and these 
payments have not been made, 
hi this case, the Government is 
promising to pay 0J> per cent for 
each month of delay, amount- 
ing to 8 percent over ayean But 
many people saving towards 
their pensions win find this in- 
adequate given that, de^iite the 
uncertainties of the past year; 
the FTSE 100 share index rose 
by 18 per cent last year 

A spokesman for Scottish 
Mutual said: “The first port of 
call has to be your pension 
provider; but he won’t be able 
to tell you for sure whether an 
adequate rebate has been paid, 
because we don’t know how 
much you earned. 
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Past performance U not neceearify n guide to future 
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M&G Securities Limited (Regulated by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority]. 


The price of tnvatmatts arid the I ncome fr om 
osmnefa as yoo f a rm ed. M&G docinot offer In ve s t ment 
1 A end services 
Investment 
managed by 


With M&G, 
investment knowledge 
doesn't come cheap. 

It 7 s FREE. 


3 INVESTMENT GUIDES FREE FROM M&G 



Are you attracted by the lower-risk benefits of bonds? Do you know 
everything you need to about IS As? Would you value an independent 
view on improving your finances? Then these are the free guides for you. 

Understanding Bonds gives you the complete picture on how fixed 
interest investment can be made to work for you. 

M&G ISA Guide explains the rules of the new tax free investment 
opportunity, and illustrates some of the best ways to benefit from iSAs. 

FT Wealth Course Magazine details ways you can Improve your 
personal investment portfolio. From the FT it’s normally £7.99, but its 
free from M&G. 


Call for your free copy of ony of these straight-talking M&G guides. 


0800 210 222 
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‘Revolutionary’ 
pension alert 


AHE we at the threshold of 
yet another “pensions 
revolution"? Z ask because 
some commentators have 
suggested that this week's 
Tteasury proposals for a new 
“pooled investment vehicle" 
involves precisely that 

Maybe I'm missing 
something here, but it 
doesn't seem like it to me. 

What the Government 
seems to be proposing is 
that unit and investment 
trust companies, who have 
found it difficult to package 
products under a pension 
wrapper, will be able to do so 
more easily from now on. 

A new tax-free wrapper; 
offering the same benefits as 
a traditional personal 
pension, will be applicable to 
occupational schemes, the 
proposed stakeholder 
pensions, even personal 
pensions. The quid pro quo 
for companies planning to 
use this wrapper is that their 
products must be cheap, 
with level charges and low or 
no entry and exit charges. 

It is easy to foresee the 
effect of such changes. Life 
insurance companies have 
been kicked in the teeth. 
Their own products have 
been judged to be inflexible 
and for too expensive for 
investors. To that extent, 
what the Government has 
done is a sensible move. But 
it is debatable whether it 
really is as new as all that 

Unit and investment trust 
firms have always offered 
their products in pension 
form. However independent 
advisers have tended not to 
recommend them, largely 
because of the low upfront 
commission they paid- Many 
companies have also offered 
“recurring single premium 
contributions", where you 
can pay regular monthly 
premiums - but without 
heavy charges. Again, most 
advisers “forget” to tell their 
clients about this option, for 
the same reason as before. 

Will this change now that 
unit and investment trusts 
can be marketed more 



NIC 

CICUTTI 

The Treasury’s new 
tax-free pension 
wrapper is a sensible 
move, but hardly new 

easily? To the extent that 
many advisers’ clients are 
taking on board what this 
newspaper has argued for 
years, namely that charges 
are a critical aspect of any 
pension, it will have some 
effect, though not quickly. 

The Treasury's 
liberalisation of its pensions 
wrappers is also positive: 
some will benefit from the 
wider investment choice. 
This, however, brings other 
problems. Is it sensible for 
savers to take out unit trust- 
style pensions investing in, 
for example, Latin America? 

Proper advice is critical. 
Yet Ministers appear to be 
pinning their hopes on 
product “transparency" as a 
way of ensuring they are 
property sold. Big mistake: I 
can see another pensions 
scandal looming here. 

Another question marie 
hangs over die extent of this 
flexibility. This new vehicle is 
intended to enable people to 
move from employer to 
employer with it 

Assuming employers will 
allow you to do that And 
that they will pay the same 
contribution into your 
pension vehicle as their own. 
There's no sign that they will 
be forced to. 

While useful, these 
proposals don't constitute a 
revolution. We're still waiting 
for New Labour to deliver on 
that one and L for one, am 
not holding my breath. 


Money without tears 
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* 0 


P eter is divorced and 
has a 17-year-old son 
who lives with his 
mother nearby. His 
income is variable but 
averages approxim- 
ately £50,000 per annum. 

His home has no outstanding 
mortgage. Peter has managed to 
save and build up capital in various 
building-society accounts. The 
majority is held in the Cheltenham 
and Gloucester Instant Transfer 
Account, which pays a competitive 
interest rate with instant access. 

Some of die remaining accounts 
were opened to benefit from 
carpe (bagging. In addition to this, 
Peter has a Tessa with Birmingham 
Midshires; this account has been 
earmarked fin* a future project 
He also has £2fi00 invested in 
National Savings Premium bonds, 
but returns have been disappointing. 
His only investment into equities is 
167 shares in Eurotunnel, Ids reason 
being that he was bora in Folkestone. 

In die past Peter's experience in 
investment been disastrous. In 
1983 he bought 14 Krugerrands at 
about £290 each, and eventually sold 
them 10 years later for about the 
same price. In August 1988 he pur- 
chased a share in a flat for £15,000 
and subsequently sold it in August 
1991 for £8,000, a loss of some £7,000. 

Peter wants to improve on the 
returns he is currently receiving from 
his building society, and to maximise 
his future retirement income 

The adviser 

Bryan Bull is an associate director 
with the Aitchison and Colegrave 
Group, independent financial advis- 
ers. Suite One, Berkeley House, 15 
Hay Hill, Mayfaiq London WlX 7LG 
(0171-499 0990). 

The advice 

Peter opened a regular contribution 
personal pension contract in 1984 
with Sun Alliance, now Royal and Sun 
Alliance, investing in the traditional 
with-profits fund. In 1987 be invested 
a single contribution of £2,000. These 
contracts are the old-style “retire- 
ment annuity contracts" and have a 
guaranteed fund value at normal 
retirement age of 65 and also a 
guaranteed annuity rata 

With current annuity rates at an 
all-time low and interest rates look- 


Financial Makeover 

NAME: PETER LORD AGE: 48 OCCUPATION: SELF-EmA>YED COMPUTER CONSULTANT 




ing as though they will foil further; 
this is a valuable option. 

Hie existing pension contract 
should be maintained at its current 
funding level (£450 per month) m 
order to take advantage of the valu- 
able guaranteed fixture fund values 
and the guaranteed annuity rates 
(£X0.93p per annum per £1,000). 

Additional single premiums 
should be made annually to take ad- 
vantage of personal pension legis- 
lation allowing higher contributions 
to be made. At Peter’s age, 48, up to 
25 per cent of net relevant earnings 
can be paid in, as opposed to 17.5 per 
cent under his existing retirement 
annuity contracts. This wifi offer 
Peter the opportunity to cBversify his 
investment and offer greater 
flexibility in the future. 

I recommend a single contribution 
of £7,000 gross to the Scottish 
Equitable Personal Pension contract 
selecting the Global fun, which in- 
vests in a wide range of worldwide 
equities, predominately in the UK 
and Elurope. As Peter is a higher-rate 
taxpayer this wifi reduce his tax bill 
try £2^00. He could also utilise carry 
hapy/rem y fo rward pro riscBisf or uw - 
derpaid contributions in previous 
years, further cutting his tax bill 

Peter's Tessa was set up three 
years ago with Birmingham Mid- 
shires Building Society nmiring max- 
imum contributions, and these 
should be maintained until mat uri t y 

With regard to Peter's building 
society deposits, many should be 
maintained in order not to prejudice 
any potential windfalls. However; 
interest rates continue to fall, and we 
have already seen bank base rates 
foil from 7J25 per cent to 6 per cent 
per annum over the course of the last 
few months. Accounts with societies 
that are not likely to demutualise 
should be dosed and the proceeds 
reinvested. 

Peter has indicated that he would 
be prepared to invest a proportion of 
his capital into asset-backed invest- 
ments adopting a balanced attitude 
to risk. He is also interested in an ex- 
posure to Europe. 

As Peter has no other equity 
investments (apart from Eurotunnel) 
my ro nnmmpnita tin n would be to 
invest £6,000 into a unit trust personal 
equity plah with Jupiter. The nioney 
should be split equally plating £3^)00 
in the Income fond and a further 
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Peter Lord wants to make sore he retires in the lifestyle he is accustomed to 


£3,000 in the European fund. 

Hie Jupiter ftmd invests in a 
wide range of UK equities and since 
its launch in 1987 has achieved 
cons i sten t , first-quartfle ranking, 
which means that it has always been 


within the top quarter of funds in its 
sector. The European fund invests in 
a wide range of equities from the 
European community, and has also 
manag ed to achieve consistent first- 
quartile ranking. 


As personal equity plans will be 
replaced by Individual Savings Plans 
USAs) on 6 April 1999. Peter should 
consider a further investment of up 
to £7.000 in three months’ time, to 
achieve greater diversification. 



Why invest in 


Govett Enhanced Income Investment Trust 


our savings plan? 
Don’t ask an 


economist, 
ask an 
historian. 



Take a look back over the past 20 years and you’ll 
see that the Foreign & Colonial Investment Trust 
has been one of the most successful performers. 


If you’d like to know more you can order ow free 
brochure by calling us on 0181 880 8120 or by 
completing the coupon below. And you could soon 


TUm back the clock 131 years to 1868, and you’R find your future benefiting from our history 


see the reason why. That's when we invented the 
investment trust. And It’s this vast experience 


To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd. PO Box 11020. 
London N4 ill A. 


that allows us to consistently out-perform many of Surname 
our rivals. Address 

It's also the reason why knowledgeable investors 

make our Private Investor Plan their first choice. 

The Plan aHows you to save wife regular monthly 

contribution! or, if you prefer, with the occasional 
lump sum. What’s more, you’ll find our charges are 
amongst the lowest Thoi 


Postcode 


Foreign Colonial 


Those in the know, choose us. 
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For a 


10% 

gross yield, 

go with Govett. 
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0845 300 go go 



astute investors eo with 


GOVETT 


Investment 


Govett Enhanced Income investment 
Trust PLC (’Govett Enhanced’! will Do a 
new investment ires* i&sumg Ontauty 
Shares fOrdmanos*). whose etpactud 
initial gross dnndend yield w* be 70% per 
annum. This figure is an expected yield 
based on assumptions set out m tho 
prospectus and e not a forecast of profits 
It indudes the tax credit an dividends paid 
by Govett Enhanced Income which «s 
assumed, as from April 6 1999. To ba at 
the rat© ol 1/9 ot the net dividend UK 
residents who are not liable to UK tax on 
dlvideods will not generally be enmied to 
reclaim tax credits unless they hold their 
Orxfirxartes through a PEP or ISA with tho 
result that they wU be entitled to recovor 
the tax credit on dividends paid down to 5 
April 2004. 

The OnKnanes wiB be geared on Zeto 

Dhudend Preference Shares fZeros’i with 
a gross redemption yield at 7.75% pw 
annum (issued by a subsidiary m equal 
amounts with the Ordmanes) and on ban* 

finance (providod by ASed Irish Banks, p-t c . 

•he parent company d tho Manager! m an 
amount equal to 20 per com o! tho iratul 
gross assets at Govett Enhanced Income 
and rts subadaiy (tmautfing aueft bank 
finance and be»Dre formation and isax? 
expenses). Tho Zeros and the bank Invirwa 
•Ml have a five year mammy Tho 
repayment at maturity of tho Joros and ttx> 
bank finance wd tank m pmnty to thn 
Ora nanes A oroporton rtf the 
management dvugo jinctuding VAD and 
the bank finance casts « to bo urged to 
caprtal account, which moans fluo. wtmtoa-.i 
"cwno may bo higher, capil.v growth mny 
bo tower. 


Pteene send me a mini-prospectus on Gontt Enhanced Income Investment Ihist — " “ 

Pest tK Customer S«Trtc« Department, A1B Oovett, Shacfctoton House, 4 Battle Bridge Lane, London SGI 2HR. 

Mr/Mra/Ms/Miss 
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Always count the costs 

Don’t just look at returns on your investment, check the costs, too - you could be shocked 



Jonathan 

Davis 

The longer you hold 
your fund, the bigger 
impact costs can make 


L ike many in- 
vestors, it has 
taken me longer 
than it should 
have done to ar- 
rive at the reali- 
sation that costs are such a 
niajor ingredient of long-term 
investment performance. 

Particularly with shar py His 
easy to spend too much Hmp 
looking at the return side of the 
equation and not enoug h at 
the cost element. Whether you 
are investing directly yourself, 
or through a fund, the message 
is the same. Costs can seriously 
damage your wealth. 

Of course in a bull ma rket 
Kte the one we have enjoyed for 
many years now, many in- 
vestors haw been able to ignore 
costs because the overall per- 
formance of their investments 
has been so good. If you are 
making 15 per cent a year tax- 
free through a PEP why both- 
er whether you are paying 1 per 
cent, 2 per cent or 3 per cent to 
the company which is looking 
after your money? Many fund 
managers have grown fiat on 
the back of their investors’ 
seeming indifference to costs. 

Now that inflation and in- 
terest rates have fallen so 
sharply, however, nominal re- 
turns from all types of invest- 
ment must come down too. 
With inflation at, say, 2 per 
cent, and a long term real re- 
turn on equities of around 6-7 
per cent even if you are still a 
longterm buB of the equity mar- 



Careful calculations are needed to work out the best deals 


ket, only die foolish will count 
on shares producing long term 
returns much above 9 per cent 
in nominal terms. 

With that kind of return, it ob- 
viously starts to make a lot 
more difference whether the 
cost tfyoureqtfy imtt trust, fir 
example, is l per cent or 3 per 
cent per annum There is no 
point in giving back a third of 
your potential annual return un- 
less you are absolutely con- 
vinced that your fund manager 
can make up the difference in 
superior performance. In prac- 
tice, a 3 per cent ayear cost bur- 
den is an awful handicap for 
even a brilliant equity food 

mariflgpr to ma fc p upland 2 per 

cent a year is almost as stiff a 
hurdle to overcome. 

But how do you find out 
what the cost of your managed 
funds are? The answer is: you 
can't FUnd managers will hap- 
pily tell you what their annual 
management fee for running 
the hind is. But that figure is not 
the end of the story. There are 
a whole range of other costs 


items (such as audit, custody 
and administration costs) 
which the fund management 
company win deduct from any 
money you invest with them. 

These costs can be highly 
significant, and can add any- 
thing from lOperceottoSOper 
cent to the annual cost of your 
fund. In the United States , total 
expense ratios (or TERs) for 
mutual funds are widely col- 
lected and publicised. But in 
this country, the amawng thing 
is that, althoug h the unit trust 
business is now more than 60 
years old, as taras is known no- 
body has ever thought it worth- 
while to collect and analyse 
total expense ratios. 

Now, at last someone is try- 
ing to provide commercially 
what you would have thought 
would already be an essential 
service to investors. A consul- 
tancy firm called Fitzrovia 

International, which has been 
compiling TERs for offshore 
funds for the last five years, has 
recently published the first edi- 
tion of what it hopes will be reg- 


Length of investment (years) 

5 10 15 20 25 

Total ;! 

invested 30.000 60.000 90.000 120.000 150.000 . 

£ ■ ■ . 

Accumulated ' 

Value of 38.121 94,371 177.356 299.770 480.333 

Fund. £ 

Value *Al Risk 1 

through higher 1,271 : 6,002 16.969 38.723 18.603 : 

fees. £ 

As % of 

Fund 3.34 6.36 9.57 12.92 16.36 i 

Value 

As % of . 

Amount 4.24 10.00 1 8.85 32.27 52.4 I 

Invested ; 

Source imlepcrKlent<F]C2i'Dvi»JntemfldEina) Limited 


ular quarterly surveys of TERs 
for UK-based funds. While the 
study is aimed at professionals, 
and priced above the average 
investor the firm hopes to pub- 
lish a retail version in due 
course, which will be welcome. 

Having seen the first report 
in tile series, I can say that it 
TTialepg ve^ i nter esting r eacting 
Some of the findings are as you 
would expect index funds are 
generally cheaper than active- 
ly managed funds (by nearly 05 
per cent per annum on aver- 
age). Rinds that invest over- 


seas are generally more ex- 
pensive those which confine 
their investment to the UK 
Bat what emerges very 
riear| y fro m the 

tective work is the huge differ- 
ence there is between the costs 
charged by different providers, 
much of which appears to be 
unjustified by performance. 
For UK equity funds, for ex- 
ample, even ptiminating one or 
two o bvious non-profit outliers. 
TERs range from 0.45 per cent 
per annum to 3.67 per cent per 
annum. In feet, quite a huge 


On-line successes which point the way 


I LEGEND HAS it that one wealthy 
Wall Street trader realised that it 
was time to get out of shares and 
into cash ahead of the crash of 
1929 when his shoe-shine boy 
started offering him share tips. 

Now I have never be one to 
weave any kind of mystique 
around the stockmarfcet Indeed, 
most of those working at the 
cutting edge of the Square Mile 
are little more than exceedingly 
well-paid bookies' runners. 

But - and it is an exceedingly 
large but - when the central 
banker of the world’s largest 
economy, the head of the world's 
largest media empire, and the 
boss of the world's biggest 
software firm, Alan Greenspan, 
Rupert Murdoch and Bill Gates 
respectively, all start singing from 
the same hymn book, we should 
pay attention. 

You are probably aware that 
what they have all been saying is 


that prices of Internet stocks are 
defying gravity but have little 
chance of continuing to do so. 

They are, in a word, 
overvalued. Leaving aside all the 
hype, who is actually responsible 
for the way the share price of the 
likes of bookseller Amazon.com 
has behaved? Mostly, it is a 
phenomenon caused by so-called 
“day traders” in the US. These 
“day traders" are not Wall Street 
whiz kids - they are ordinary 
punters but with a difference. 

You or I may invest in the 
stockxnarket for the medium or 
long term, lb these people, long 
term means a day. They may 
trade in and out of Internet stocks 
several times in a day thanks to 
their immediate access to the 
market as a result of the 
development of direct electronic 
trading through the Internet 
brokerages such as E-frade and 
Charles Schwab. 



Internet 

Investor 

Robin Aml6t 


The price volatility this 
turnover engenders is 
exacerbated by the limited 
number of shares in issue; only 
just over a third of Amazoacom’s 
shares are actually cm the market 


AH you need to remember is 
that all Internet stocks come with 
a serious wealth warning. Trading 
to take advantage of the potential 
capital gains in a share price 
always ends in tragedy. The last 
bubble market like this occurred 
in shares in Japan in the 1980s, 
where the stockxnarket is 
currently around a third of the 
level at which it peaked. The 
Japanese government has now 
resorted to handing out free 
shopping coupons in a bid to boost 
the economy. Buying and selling 
your shares via the Internet is not 
an excuse to check your common- 
sense at the door on the way in. 

In feet, on the way in is the best 
place for a reality check If you 
surf the Net through a baric ISR 
then why not have one of the 
personal finance sites such as 
Moneyworld as your home page? 
Alternatively, if your entry point is 
a more complex portal such as 


AOL, check out the personal 
finance content on its pages. Now, 
Freeserve, Dixons' new ISR has 
announced plans to launch a 
personal finance channel 

It aims to provide personal 
investment information, allowing 
you to check the value of your 
shares and unit trusts and lookup 
background information on 
companies in which you are 
conridering investing. 

Dixons intends to expand 
service in the summer to include 
on-hne share dealing, while the 
Freeserve finance channel will 
contain investment information 
provided by the US group 
AGcroCap financial Services. 
Since launching in September; 
Freeserve has attracted a million 
subscribers of which, Dixons says, 
827,000 are active users. 

Robin can be reached at 
RobinAmlot^aolcom 


Loose Change 


number of well-known fund 
manag ers are routinely charg- 
ing their eijpnte more fo aT i 
twice the average fees of their 
competitors. 

This disparity may be only a 
reflection of a fond manager's 
exceptional record or market- 
ing stall. There is no law which 
says that the most successful 
fund managers (such as 
Jupiter and Perpetual) should 
not be allowed to profit from 
their skill in having compiled a 
good track record. 

But, as usual in these cases, 
it is the many indifferent fund 
managers in the middle of the 
pat* who seem to be getting 
away with more than they 
should if the market were gen- 
uinely competitive, and con- 
sumers more aware of the 
costs they are paying. Banks 
and insurance companies gen- 
erally come out worse than 
specialist fund managers. 

The key message is that the 
longer you intend to hold your 
fund, the bigger an impact 
costs make to its performance. 
The table below, for example, 
shows the difference it can 
make if you put £5,000 a year 
into a UK tax-free equity fond 
with a low TER (0.85 per cent) 
compared to one wilh one of the 
highest (2 per cent plus). As- 
sume a 9 per cent growth rate 
(see above), run the numbers 
and what you find is really 
quite frightening 

Over 10 years, the burden of 
these additional costs will cut 
the value of your fond by £5,000, 
assuming identical perfor- 
mance in all other respects. 

That equates to 6 per cent of 
your fond and 10 per cent of the 
total amount you have invest- 
ed at that point Over 25 years, 
the amount you wiD have “lost” 
through higher charges is 
£65,000 - the burden of extra 
costs has eaten up £1 of every 
£6 your fund by then should be 
worth, and over half your total 
investment has gone in paying 
these costs! 

If the high-cost fond were a 
racehorse, nobody would think 
of raring it with such a handi- | 
cap in place - but then this is 
fund management where (Ef- 
ferent rules seem to apply. 


THE NORWICH & 
Peterborough Building 
Society is launching a new 
savings account. Share 
Saver 3, which offers a 
choice of tiered Interest 
rates which can be 
variable or fixed. Variable 
rates range from A25 per 
cent gross on deposits up 
to £2,499 to 625 per cent 
gross on sums above 
£100,000. Fixed rates start 
at 4 per cent gross, rising 
to 5.5 per cent on deposits 
above £100,000. Accounts 
are limited to certain 
residential areas. Call 
01733 372372 for details. 

THE DAVID Aaron 
Partnership is 
publishing a 37-page 
guide to the top 50 PEPs, 
covering the outlook for 
world stockmarkets, as 
well as bow the new tax 
credit system will work. 
Copies are available by 
writing to: Shelton 
House, High Street; 
Woburn Sands, Milton 
Keynes, MK17 8SD. 

PERPETUAL IS launching 
a personal pension plan 
which offers flexible 
options, including penalty- 
free contributions holidays 
and variations of 
contributions, free 
switching between funds. 


no penalty for early 
retirement and the right to 
buy the best value annuity 
from any provider Five 
funds are available, from 
UK to global equities. 
Charges are 5 per cent on 
parti initial investment, 
plus a monthly fee of 0.5- 
1.25 per cent and a further 

£24 annual a dminis tration 

charge. Details from IFAs. 

WEST BROMWICH 
Building Society is 
launching RAPID, a fast- 
track mortgage service 
which it claims can give 
a firm offer within five 
days on the society's 
entire home loan range 
Applicants need a P60 
and their latest pay slip, 
mortgage statement 
(where possible) and 
bank statement Call 
0121 6072442 for details. 

FIDELITY INVESTMENTS 
is launching a free Guide 
to Income following 
research showing that a 
third of savers are worried 
about the effect of falling 
interest rates on the 
income they receive from 
their money- The company 
has also launched a new 
high-yield corporate bond 
PER with a projected 
annual yield of 7.5 per 
cent Call 0800 41417L 
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Perhaps you think that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are some of the 
reasons why you should consider an Equitable Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to thud parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Ouh Pension Plan: 

• Lets you retire earlier or later than planned — 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Provides full return of fund in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about how The Equitable 
Pension Plan is not the same as most others, call us direct on 
(0990) 38 48 58 or send off the coupon below for more 
information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 

For your security your telephone caD may be recorded 
IfJotxturioofadvke wiD only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
THE ECUTXUBX UTE. REEKST. WALTON SHEET, iyiESSUK WCXWCHAMSHlffilMJTOl 

rEL Equitable Life. FREETOST. Wabno Street. AIXEsiuKY. HPZ1 7BR*| 

■ 1 oqdU welcome dru& cd The Equitable's pawn plana. I am idf employed □ • 

1 1 kb employed and no! cbpblc to jffla a company penrien tdewt □ INKA3B j 

i a 

I NAME iMrMn Mbs) : J 

I ADDRESS * 



n wtkt win™ uwi 
pkotMOkha □ 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


* ^ 

Star Performer. 

Don’t miss the Grand Finale. 


i EUROPEAN PEP 

j Please return to: Scottish Widows, Direct Sales, 

| PO Box 17036, FREEPOST SC03744, Edinburgh EH6 OBR. 

| 

i Surname (Mr/Mia/MWM»i 

j First Name(s) 



0 


2 % DISCOUNT before 5 April 1999 f 

Our European PEP has outperformed 97%* of the competition over the last 5 years. 
For PEPs, the curtain comes down in April 1999. Make sure you don't miss out. 


Address 


.Postcode 


| Telephone No. Work 




For further details return the coupon or call 

0345 6789 10 


Dane of Kith 


_ r a-JOTV-i We ***** make your name and address available to other 

Quote reference no. 479DG2 j organisations. H«w, we win occasionally tdl you more about our 

j products and services which we believe be of Interest to you. IF you 

bid prices, gross Income ir^nveacd. 535 foods in sui^ey. itoperfonnance is nmnerasarfly a gnkicro the future. The vahie of unhs and the Income farm them j would prefer not to recehre this information, please tick this bos, □ 

■ Smirch Standard ** k not eusmuced. Exchange rate changes may cause the vahie of any overseas tavesnnem to go up or down. The valve of the tax advantages of a PEP depends on personal dmimnances. For your protection calls ! 

«n g , ‘ tluwii tf | w » up ■ flr r » MhM ^ | iaued ty Scottish Widows hnesnnentMaa^nnew limited. Regulated by the ftnoual Investment Authority a ndlMR Q. f Applies to new lamp sums and oamfcra eBoaed for 5 April 1999. j Refs*** 479DG2 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday & February 1999 



VTHE INDEPENDENT 

GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 



by Nic CicuCti 

Sponsored by 

First 

lActive 


RING 0800 550 551 


ft- send ro: Independent Guide to RexSjfe Mortgages Bret Active Finandaf \ 
2~*_* IrJM^^Adans Httise. Ashley Avenue. Epsom. Surrey KT18 5AS 

Mr/Mrs/Ml SS/MS 

Address 


Tel no. (inc code) 


Postcode 

Q -•* r J proajcaon notice, please ticV ths bca. if you do not wish to receive 
,n CJmar,C 2 JBciit^pmiuccs ao.jxrwcn hem [tie First Aanw Group 


Direct Line rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


Direct Line Personal l^«»n 


tfXOM 9.9% APR- 


rzTzr 


MORTGAGE RATE 

Direct line Standard tenable Mortgage Rate 

VARIABLE RATE 

gHESESsasa 

6.89% 

ME»« 



SAVINGS RATES 


Direct line Direct Access Account 

UP'T0 6-i 5% : GROSS /ABR . 



AO run tarrrrt « 3rd Ftfaraor* IW. 



MORTGAGES 






(DIRECT LINE) 


Call us now quoting ref. NINDB23 

For nHMtpigtt. mill; wy wL Vriim qnocuboi oa mptu. Sofcjua to mm. 

Monppi nod prrwni lm iviUilr n E»|(ni Scocfcmd ««l Wa. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

For Biiop. dnooin ml nHButoafc «fa yam ku* worn - do* J »rtl»t pm low 

• ItenOpM aUbm 4nWlMra rf mu U tmi a b»nl ou mmd jmjrrum of bmrw A£R 
I AiokuI EqnrufanM Run a ito crommul tuunw rw a if paid rod nunpomM aa an naual 
i«a Cilk irvardnl aal I— il an d r immhmrtk. Don Liar and lb* lad utrpbaoa on »Mi «• tbr 
n-iijriinifc* of Dim U» Imuraorr |4c. ad «a 111 rnaWoa 


LOOSE CHANGE 


HOLDEN MEEHAN, the 
Independent financial 
advice firm, has published 
a new and substantially 
updated edition of its 
guide to green and ethical 
investments. The 40-page 
guide comments on the 
latest development in the 
market, including “dark”, 
“medium” and “fight" 
green investments, ethical 
banking, plus key 
questions for potential 
investors to consider, and 
offers a self-diagnostic 
profile section at the end. 
FYee copies are available 
by calling 0800 7314505. 

NORTHERN ROCK is 
launching a new 
mortgage package which 
combines a borne loan 
with a personal one. The 
offer allows borrowers to 
use the money for non- 
mortgage repayment 
purposes. Loans are 
secured against the 
property. Rates start at 
6.49 per cent and are 
guaranteed to remain at 
0.5 per cent below 
Northern Rock's 
standard variable rate 
for the duration of the 
loan period. Call 0845 
6006050 for details. 

STANDARD LIFE 

Investments is cutting 
annual management 
charges on Global 
Advantage, its actively- 
managed fund, from 1.5 
per cent to 1 per cent The 
reduction will apply both 
to new investors and to its 
existing 82,000 customers. 
The cut allows Global 
Advantage, Standard 
Life's biggest fend, to 
obtain a Government- 
backed CAT mark, the 
benchmark given to funds 
offering feir terms, low 
costs and easy access. 
More details are available 
from any independent 
financial adviser 

WITH INTEREST rates 
coming down fast, it is 
sometimes more 
expensive to take out a 
shorter-term fix in case 
one is left with a higher 
rate by the end of the 
fixed-term period. 
Manchester Building 


Society is lau nc hi n g a 
two-year fix, pegged at 
4.49 per cent until March 

2001. There is an 
arrangement fee of £305 
applying on minimum 
loans of £50,000. Can 
0161 833 8899. 

NORWICH UNION is 

outing the initial charge 
on its European Equity 
Fund PEP from 5 per cent 
to 3 per cent, until Monday 
5 ApriL Contact an 
independent financial 
adviser for more details. 

FIRST ACTIVE, the 
telephone-based 
mortgage lender and 
savings account 
provides is launching a 
range of new euro- 
denominated offshore 
accounts, based in 
Guernsey. They include 
Instant access, 30-day 
and 60-day notice 
accounts. Call 01481 
710400 for details of 
interest rates. 

FIRST MORTGAGE, the 
telephone-based home 
loan company is 
launching its cheapest 
ever three-year fixed rate 
mortgage, pegged at 3.99 
per cent until 31 March 

2002. The loan requires a 
£395 application fee and is 
available on loans-fco- value 
up to 90 per cent There 
are no compulsory 
insurances. Call 0800 
080088 for more details. 

SUN RANK, the banking 
arm of Sun Life of 
Canada, the insurers, is 
guaranteeing the rates 
on its variable Tessas 
until 5 ApriL Variable 
rate Tessas currently 
pay 6.75 per cent Call 
01438 744656. 

SG ASSET Management is 
launching a PEP- 
qualifying UK Income unit 
trust, with a yield 
marginally above those 
available In equity 
markets. It aims to boost 
income by improving 
growth. Initial charges are 
5.25 per cent with annual 
management fees of L5 
per cent taken from 
capitaL Call 0800 1007426. 
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Tracking PEP that has 
performed the best * 
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NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 
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A glance ai the lable will show you 
how the Legal & General All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP has out-performed 
all its major All-Share Index -Tracking 
compel iropi since its launch. 

ll follows ihe FTSE .Ml-Sliare Index. 

This Index reflects die performance of 
cite entire siockmarket. so it reduces the 
risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In Fact a lump sum of .Ms.OOQ 
invested in thb PEP at launch would 
now be worth AlO.^xA* compared io just 
.i 4 l.5*)b* in llie average I'K Growth & 
Income Trust. 

With no initial charges on lump sum 
investments, more of your money is 
invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal lees and with an annual 
management charge of 0 .s n j - die value 
fur mono is outstanding 

So make die nm-a of today s 
opportunities. Fur further details 
{including information on our monthly 
saving option) call now. 
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NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


1 7 s// our 11 cb site at tea 11 .1.audfj.coin 


Find oni more now — 


call freeph one 


050011 



811111 to 8pm weekdays. 
Pu m to Spnt weekends. 
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Why should you pay tax on your savings? If you're interested 

In collecting a substantial windfall - exempt of tax - make 
sure you apply for our Scottish Bond information pack. 

WTtii the Scottish Bond you can: 

• Invest from 210-E25 a month 

• Enjoy the prospect of tax exempt annual bonuses 

• Look forward to a guaranteed minimum return 

■ Collect a tax free* lump sum after 10 years 

You can also open a ChUd Bond for a special child and save 
even more in tax. Scottish Friendly is one of the leading 
friendly societies and because we have no shareholders, 
our members benefit from our success. So however else 
you save, make sure you start planning your tax exempt 
windfall today. 


Complete and return the coupon to: 
Scottish 1=riend!y Assirance, 
FREEPOST SCO 2479, DUNOON PA23 88R or 

CALL FREE QUOTING IN060299 


0800 585 625 


www.scottfe h frlendty.co.uk 


STRONG PERFORMANCE RECORD 

Ourmamtmalmatweshnda 10 .< 5 % iwm, )maron year over the last ten 
ytanr. Sconbii FricrxDy nwa oka noted a top itrm performer c*«r tfw 
test Cyiyaani by M»my Mana g ernaiTt Ktagmbie (Apri 199% 



Reply today and get a 
FREE KEYRING 
and details of further 
free gifts with your policy 


Please sand mo more information on tha 
Scottish Bond from Scottish Friendly. 

Ptaaae also sand me information on the ChBd Bond □ 


.. i 


THIS 


Surname 


HmtNaww 


Scottish 


3 $ 

Member of ABI. Rrfiulatel by the Personal Invwtmcol Aulbortty 
Tbe afbnmiloD prwkW enijr nJate» In ScnftUi ftfeodl* produeb. 



Po»tooda 


Tbteohone 


Part of Birth 


Rum Un to ttme. wi may bbrI you dew of atm ScttJMi Rmnory [rakjrt* m*j 
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at outset saving £25 per month In a 'plan similar to the Scottish Bond, 
endowment pottey maturing on 1.5.98. Future bonus rates, surrender 


■Source: Scottish Friendly. Based on a man aged 30 next birth 

Figures shown are based on a Scottish Friendly 10 year with pi — - — - . . - ^ 

vaues and rmdurfty values ere not guaranteed n advance. Past pertormanca a not naoesaaroy a gutae to tnauiture. 
on Scottish Friencfly's underetanding of taxation which may change. - 
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The name is bond - corporate bond 


PUJMMETING INTEREST rates put 
a smile on the face of anyone with 
a variable rate mortgage. But if 
you want an income from your in- 
vestments, the news could not be 
worse. Returns on building society 
and bank deposits are shrinking, 
with rates on many long-term in- 
vestments faring no better 

“The fact is that yields are failing 
on everything, whether it's postal ac- 
counts or gilts,” says Andrew Jones 
of independent financial advisers 
The David Aaron Partnership. 

Corporate bonds are basically 
10 Us issued by companies. People 
who buy corporate bonds are lend- 
ing to a business which pays tfiww 
a fixed rate of interest, and usually 
promises to repay the capital back 
on a fixed date. They are like gilts, 
or UK Government bonds, but carry 
more risk, because the government 
is considered more creditworthy 
than most companies. So corpo- 


High-yield corporate bonds could be a way to beat falling interest rates. By Rachel Fixsen 


rate bonds pay more interest than 
deposits, gilts or other more solid 
fixed-rate investments. 

Once issued, the capital value of 
any bond fluctuates, depending on 
the financial health of the issuer and 
prevailing interest rates. This gives 
funds holding the bonds some scope 
for capital growth. 

Corporate bond funds tafre the 
form of either unit trusts or open- 
ended investment companies 
(OEICs). like equity-based funds, 
they can be held tax-free in Personal 
Equity Hans CPEPs). But from this 
April, corporate bond funds will 
have an advantage over share hinds. 

Th e 20 per cent tax credit which 
PEP investors can reclaim on their 
share dividends will be cut to 10 per 
cent after 5 April, and disappear al- 
together five years later But cor- 


porate bonds will not be affected as 
an income is paid as interest rather 
than dividends. 

“A lot of lug players in the corpo- 
rate bond market have focused on 
high-yield bond funds - that is a rel- 
atively new feature of the corporate 

bond fund market," says Jason Hol- 
lands of brokers Best Investment 
are seeing more demand for in- 
come, and investors have been cau- 
tious about equities because of the 
volatility;’’ he says. 

Fund managers Perpetual, 
Schroders, and Fidelity have all re- 
cently launched high er yie lding cor- 
porate bond funds in the retail 
market following the success story 
ofM&G. M&G started its high-yield 
corporate bond ftmd last Septembec 
marketing it alongside its evicting 
corporate bond fund. The high-yield 


PEP has a redemption yield of 7.8 
per cent compared with 5 per cent 
for its other corporate bond PEE 
In order to achieve that, M&G 
bolds most of the fund’s assets in 
what are known as sub-investment 


Investing in a fund 
that holds corporate 
bonds is less risky 


grade bonds - infamously known in 
the Eighties as junk bonds. 

Ratings agency Standard & 
Poor’s assesses the creditworthiness 
of a.whole host of bond issuers. Hie 
ratings go from AAA +, for the most 
financially solid concern, right down 


to D for default A bond from an is- 
suer with a rating above BBB- is 
sidered investment grade, but below 
this, sub-investment grade. 

“This is where the incidence or 
likelihood of default increases 
markedly,” says Tony Assender of 
S&E A number of well-established 
companies issue sub-investment 
grade bonds, including IPC Maga- 
zines, Orange Telecom and BShyB. 

Investing in sub-investment 
grade bonds individually would be 
very risky but investing in a fond 
holding them is much less so. The 
risk is spread, and fund managers 
believe the effectiveness of their re- 
search cuts the risk still further 

But the corporate bond market in 
the UK is still very small compared 
to the equities market, and this 
could limit the scope for funds. 


M&G says it is glad it got in early in 
the high-yield end of the market 

“We were able to pick up some 
real bargains, and we have a port- 
folio that not everyone mil be able 
to get” says Tessa Murray of M&G. 
Fbr example, the fund invested 
early on in bonds issued by betting 
shop business William EGU, which 
has subsequently been floated on the 
stock market 

Andrew Jones describes corpo- 
rate bond funds as the first step away 
from deposits in terms of risk. But 
that risk should not be ignored, 
particularly with high-yield funds. 

Because of the increased risk, 
M&G says its high-yield fund should 
not be seen simply as a corporate 
bond fond with a high yield. “We look 
at it as we would an equity fund,” 
says Ms Murray. Investors should 


see it as a total return fond rather 
than an income-producing fund. 

Andrew Jones and Jason Hol- 
lands recommend Fidelity in the 
high-risk corporate bond fond mar- 
ket, because of its vast investment 
research resources - important 
when assessing the prospects for 
sub-investment grade bonds. 

Of the mainstream corporate 
bond funds, Mr Jones suggests Ab- 
erdeen Prolific and the well estab- 
lished CGU Monthly Income Plus. 
Mr Hollands prefers Legal & Gen- 
eral for its low charging structure. 


Best Investment Brokers, 0171 331 

01(Xk The David Aaron Partnership. 
01908 281544 (corporate bond PE P 
guide; available £2 to cover p&p); 
M&G . 0800 390 390 (M&G offers a 
guide to fixed interest investment); 
Aberdeen Prolific, 0345 886666; Legal 
& General, 0500 116622; CGU, 0845 
6072439 


When you have to 
change with the times 


As retirement looms, investment needs ch ang e. By Abigail Montrose 



FOUR YEARS ago, Jean Hind decided to go 
part time in the run-up to her retirement 
She now works three days a week at her 
local library and plans to retire fully next 
year. Jean's lifetime habit of saving has 
made it possible for her to look forward to 
a comfortable retirement 
“I realised four years ago that I had built 
up a good enough pension and investment 
portfolio to enable me to cut down on my 
hours at work.” she says. “My pension will 
be sufficient to cover everyday expenses, 
but it is the income from my investments 
that will pay for luxuries such as holidays 
abroad and my golf chib membership.” 

In order to be in this position, Jean's in- 
vestment strategy needed to change. Over 
the years she had saved money in a build- 
ing society and invested for growth in unit 
trust funds and investment trust shares. 

However, she needed to look at invest- 
ments which would offer her a good income 
i retirement says her independent fin- 
trial adviser Rory Thomson, a director 
James & George Collie in Aberdeen. 
■Jean had a diverse portfolio, but we de- 
ed to reduce the risk and transfer into 
ome-produring funds. Yte have moved 
jy from equity investments into low-risk 
potato bond income PEPs and low-risk 
h-prafits bonds. As Jean is still work- 
. part time we have not needed to take 
- v income from these investments, but 
en she retires we win.” he ex 



When you stop earning a wage, you'll have to rely on investment income 


ms. 

The bulk of Jean’s invest- 
•nt portfolio had been in 
*ee growth unit trusts: 
rpetual UK Growth, 
hroders UK Enterprise and 
hroders European. Jean had 
t used her PEP allowance in the 
sh so Rory could not simply trans- 
■ the cash from one PEP fund into an- 


ler. 


Instead, he has sold units in the trusts 
ch year and invested this money in cor- 
ratc bond PEPs. In the last four years, 
an has transferred £12.000 into the CU 
mlhty Income PEP and £12,000 into the 
_L-G Corporate Bond PEP These funds 
Ter an annual yield of 6 to 6.5 per cent 
The rest of the money from the original 
.it trusts has been invested in Com- 
er-rial Union's with-profits bond and 
-ottish Widow’s with-profits bond. These 
•nds are paying annual bonuses of be- 
een 6 and 6.5 per cent 



“The original growth investments pro- 
duced next to no income because ail the 
earnings were reinvested. In the last four 
years' we have reduced the risk and moved 
over to investments that provide tax-free 
income of about 6 per cent, and there is the 
potential for capital growth,” says Rory- 

On top of this, Jean still has £8,000 in a 
building-society account and a folly funded 
Tessa. She has also kept her investment 
trust shares, which should pro- 
vide some growth; she hopes 
\ to move these into an indi- 
^ vidual saving account after 
April. 

Jean is lucky enough to 
be able to switch to low-risk 
investments to provide her 
with enough money to sup- 
plement her income. But 
those requiring less income or 
greater capital growth than she is 
hfeejy to achieve may want to stick to 
equity foods. 

The first thing to do when moving from 
growth funds into income funds is to work 
out exactly how much income you need. 
The more income you need, the less op- 
portunity there is for capital growth. 

A unit trust fund in the UK equity 
growth sector will yield l to 3 per cent a 
year, but there is potential for capital 
growth -■ whereas a fund in the UK equity 

income unft trust sector wffl yield 3 to 5 per 


cent If you have invested through a PEI* 
this income win be tax free and there is still 
toe opportunity for capital growth to en- 
sure a growing income over time. 

If you need more income than this, a UK 
equity and bond income fond may be a bet- 
ter option, and often the income is paid out 
monthly. These funds invest in fixed- 
interest bonds as well as equities, so the 
income levels may be higher; but there is 
less potential for capital growth. 

Alternatively, investors may want to 
move into a UK fixed-interest fond, where- 
by all your money is invested in fixed- 
interest assets such as corporate bonds. 
Income may be paid monthly or quarterly. 
The typical yield is 5 to 7 per cent 

Fbr more income, you could invest in the 
income shares of a split-capital investment 
trust The income cn these shares can yield 
up to 9 or 10 per cent These funds offer 
higher yields than other funds because the 
income shareholders make up only a per- 
centage of the total number of sharehold- 
ers in the fund, but receive all its income. 

Before you decide to switch from a 
growth fund to an income fund, it is worth 
double-checking exactly what type of fund 
you are in, as it is not unusual for growth 
investors to invest in income funds. 

If it turns out that this is what you have 
been doing, all you need do is to start draw- 
ing out the income from the fond rather 
than reinvesting that income for growth. 


• Ci > ia i ale dwc8»dt«o<btttlBnBr^ta»cc»mwbw«»uaaiidi«cleBqiaoMyt^yaWpero«muntaotll.IX9e ririni a le clykilifc%idllwayoadx»ptodnleflflBM 
available on request ox ihe number below -nbedeattagspraxl wa*0£B% as at 11.1X98. The M&G High Yield Capcsatc Bond Fund k mano9cd by MGcG 
Securities limbed (regulated by the Peaooal Investment Authority and [MHO). MficG do not offer investment advice or make any mDAmcndations about Ittrcstmcnc. 
Wb cwifprztiiote the podtftged products and 3ejvke»cfd>e M&G marketing gnjap. The tax regime of PEPs and QAs may diaaga and die value of die bar bax£& 
will depend an the individual ctraansomces oi lfa«s tuvalue. Tbe price of units and the income from them can go dawn as wcU as up, you muy rwt gel baduu much 
i you Invested- Issued by M&G Financial Services limited [regulated by the Personal Investment Authority). M&G House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CM1 in. 



Choose the M&G High Yield Corporate Bond PEP for your last-ever 
PEP and you'll be going out on a high. The current tax free yield 
is an impressive 7.8%* and there's even some potential for 
capital growth. What's more, there's no initial charge** and no 
withdrawal fee after 5 years. 

Investing in bonds issued by medium sized and fast-growing 
companies, and drawing on the skills of our award winning fixed 
interest investment team, this exciting PEP Fund offers a higher 
yield than traditional corporate bond funds, but lower risk than 
stockmarket investments. 


M 1U&G Is one of the Ulfls 
• mast respected 
bond fund 

management groups ** 


BLOOMBERG HONEY. 
OCTOBER 1998 


And there's another valuable benefit Invest £1,000 or more in unit 
trusts through the M&G PEP before 5th April this year, and you will 
Qualify for a voucher worth up to £200 to use when you invest 
in a new M&G ISA In the 1999/2000 tax year: 

Make sure your PEP investments go out on a high - call now 
for details and application forms. 



FREE ISA VOUCHER 
WORTH UP TO £200 


0800 210 224 


. $ WHEHTpUONVESrr UP TO £6,000 IN 
TH£ NL&G CCMtPORATE BOND PEP 


Lines are open 24 hours. 7 days a week. No salesman will calf. 
For your protection ail telephone cal’s may be-recorded. 


PEP a mint 


with the Mercury British Blue Chip Fund 





For a top performing UK PEP investment, 
choose the British Blue Chip Fund from 
Mercury. Ybu'fl be investing in many of the 
UfCs teaefing companies - like British Akways, 


FB in the coupon or call the number bekw for more details 
about the British Blue Chfo PEP from Mercury, the extra 
strong performer. 



Uoyds TSB and BT. And, had you been able to invest in it 
through a REP In May 1987. it would have outperformed its 
sector average by over 30%. 

■ £6,000 rnested ten years ago waldrwv be worth E25/XXT 

■ Tbe Fixid is one of only three in its sector rated 'AAAl - 

■ tt offers an actively managed portfolio from one of the 

IKS testing fund managers . 


Tec Brochure Requests, Mercury Asset Man a gement LKJ, FREEPOST KE4930, 
London ECAB 4DO. Fteasa send me datafe at the Mercury Qitish Bfcie CNp PEP. 
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. B you woid prefer net to reoelVB detafia ct ctftar 
Merrill Lynch Grotp products, pteaw fide this boot □ 


Tide 


Surname 


Forenames (tn fug) 


Address 




How a £6,000 investment fa the Mercury 
British Blue Chip PEP compares over 10 years* 


Postcode 


£25,000 


m m 



£11,157 


11 



£18,709 


0500 0500 68 



MERCURY 


BuiUng Mercury BrttWi Sector 

Society Blue Chip PEP Average 


ASSET M A X A G h M E N 1 


MR* 06*99 




I 



1 them may tan 


The Mercury British Blue Chp 


I 


!.v> -mar:. ■ You should the Personal bwesnnenl AuSnrtyi. the unit trust managemer# arm crt Mercury Asset Management ltd. ■ The Mercury PB% are marked by Mercuy Asset Managamertf Lid (regulated by MRO). ■ Issued by MercuYInvastment ServfcosT3! 

Fu: : .i u. j utw 9AS, wMch is regUafed by the Personal investment Atcftorcy, and represents ardy the Mercury Martefhg Group and ss packaged products which tndrie in# frusta PEPs and pendens, wemuraiuxai/pep ■ For yax protecUon, telephone cells ere usuofy recanted. 
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Don’t be dazzled by the gold rush 


Corporate bonds aren’t the answer for everyone - especially if you want long-term capital growth. By Tony Lyons 


I nvestors rushing to buy 
corporate bonds, whether 
in a personal equity plan or 
not. could be making a big 
mistak e- While they cer- 
tainly offer a high and 
reasonably risk-free level of 
income distribution, the prospects 
are that this will be unlikely to 
progressively rise over time. Nor is 
the investment likely to show much 
in the way of capital growth. 

“If you want to maximise your 
income, then choose corporate 
bonds," says Jason Hollands of 
BEST Investment, “but if you want 
a mixture of a rising income and 
capital growth, then there is stDl a 
strong case for buying income ftmHq 
that invest in good quality equities." 

The yield from low-risk corporate 
bond funds is now around 6 to 8 per 
cent. But it is important to realise 
that the investment is in a fixed- 
interest fund that usually has a 
portfolio of various types of corpo- 
rate loans and, maybe, some 


government gift-edged stock. While 
these loans are traded, their value 
is usually determined by the quality 
of the company that issues them and 
the fixed income they distribute. 

If a company issues loan stock 
that it will repay in full in 2025 with 
a coupon of 7 per cent then it will 
continue to pay holders £7 for every 
£100 they invest until the date the 
loan is paid bade. So the prospects 
of any capital growth is minimal even 
if the loan stock can be traded. 

This is unlike equities, where 
the value of a company’s shares 
depends on a number of factors, tiie 
most important being its future 
prospects. The better a company’s 
profits, the more it is likely to pay 
shareholders an income in the form 
of dividends. The better its pro- 
spects, the more the demand for its 
shares, and the higher they will rise. 

“Our aim is a growing income 
stream,” says Colin Morton, fund 
manager of the BWD Rensburg 
Equity Income Trust, one of the best 



Don't let fund managers pull the wool over your eyes 


performers in its sector. “We 
participate directly in the success of 
the British economy, and if we invest 
successfully, as we have; then 
income for investors will grow” 

You will not immediately get a 
high return from an income fund. 
Today, these are yielding in the 
main between 3.5 and 5 per cent, 
before tax. If they are in a PEP 
wrapper the income win be tax-free 
but only until 5 April, the end of this 
financial yean This is thanks to last 
year's Budget 

Up until now, PEP managers 
could reclaim the advanced corpo- 
ration tax, the tax a company pays 
on the dividends it distributes, on 
behalf of their investors. Afters April, 
and for the next five years, they win 
only be able to reclaim halt After 
April 2004, they will not be able to 
reclaim any ACT 

This means that if you received 
£125 in dividends from your PER of 
which £25 was reclaimed ACT and 
assuming no increase in the cash 


pay-out the amount will drop to £H1 
in the coming financial year, and to 
£100 after 2004. Corporate bonds, 
how e ve r ; wQl still pay out tax-free in- 
come as they do not invest in shares. 

But of course, income-fund man- 
agers are looking for growth in both 
dividends and capital. "We invest 
between 70 and 80 per cent of the 
fond in blue-chip stocks such as 
Glaxo, BP and BX all of which are 
in the FTSE 100 index," says Colin 
Morton. “These have the stated 
aim of increasing dividends paid out 
to shareholders. As well as being 
extremely well managed, they are 
extremely liquid, which means that 
we can always trade in them." 

The income-fund managers hope 
to increase the income paid to 
investors by more than the rate of 
inflation. This is unlik e the income 
from a corporate bond which is 
fixed, and wifi therefore be reduced 
in value by the rate of inflation. 

If you need to supplement your 
income from a fund, then assuming 


that they have grown in value, you 
can always cash in some of your 
units. “If vou hold the unite in a PER 
then you won’t have to pay capital. 
gain s" tax," says Kim North of Pretty 
Financial, a London-based inde- 
pendent financial adviser. “If they 
are held direct, then you need to 
have made over £6.800 in capital 
gains in the year before any tax is 
payable." Less than 7.000 investors 
in the London area paid any capital- 
gains tax last year. 

“If vou can afford to take a lower 
income, with the prospects of it 
rising in the future and or capital 
gains, then vou should look to equity 
income funds," says Paul Penny, of 
Financial Discount Direct “You can 
supplement income from the growth 
in the value of the units, and this 
should outstrip the rate of inflation. 

BEST Investment 0171-321 0100; 
BY/D Rensburg 0148 460 2250: Pretty 
Financial 0171-377 5754: Financial 
Discount Direct 02420 549090 
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Go for growth. 



Invest today for an impressive tax free payout. 



0/ TAX 


y 

/o 


0 FREE 


With interest rates steadily felling, how can you be confident that your money 
will grow? Invest In our Extra Income & Growth PEP, and you’ll receive 45% 
tax free* alter 5 years and 1 month. How many savings accounts can offer you that? 

Alternatively, you could enjoy a tax free income of 8% p-a.' over 5 years - 
whichever suits you best Here's what this brand new opportunity offers you: 

* A potentially better return than saving accounts can offer 

• Invest £3,000, £6,000 or £9,000 

• No upper limit on transfers from existing PEPs" 

* Invest early and your money earns gross interest 
until the offer period doses 

You will receive frill return of your capital, provided the value of 
the FT-SE 100 Index at the end of the investment period is no 
lower than the index value at the outset. With an opportunity this 

attractive, you wont be surprised that it’s strictly 
limited. In feet, you can only invest between 
IO February and 19 March (26 February for 
PEP transfers). In addition, the offer is subject 
to availability - it will close if fully subscribed 
before the official closing date. 



O P.A. 


TAX FREE 
INCOME 


Don’t Delay! 

For a priority application form call now on 

0845 845 4000 

and quote reference no. 464DU1 


So if you want growth you can depend 
on, find out more today. 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


www.scottishwidows.co.uk 


STRICTLY LIMITED OFFER. APPLY BEFORE 19 MARCH 1999. 


Please return to: Scottish Widows, Customer Services Department, FREEPOST EH2920, 16 Bernard Street. Edinburgh EH6 OBR 
(Mr/Mrs /Miss/M s) Surname First Name(s) 

Address 


Exm Income 6t Growth PEP 


Telephone No. Work 


Home 


Postcode 


Date of Birth 


We may telephone you to make sure the information you requested has arrived safely. We will never nuke your name and address available to other organisations. However, we will occasionally tell you more about our ptoducts 
and services which we believe will be of Interest to you. If you would prefer not to receive this Information, please tick this box. □ Reference no. 464DU1 

"Hie return of the original Investment and any income received depend, on financial Instruments bought from major financial institution*. In the unlikely dent of any counterparties bring unable to meet their oW IgA lions, the PEP may not 
be able to achieve the full return of capital or payment of income. Tax assumption* are aubjecr to statutory change and the value to an investor of the tax' advantages of a PEP will depend on personal circumstance*. If the Anal value of tiie 
FT-SE 100 Index 1* lower dun the Initial value, your original Investment MU be reduced by die same number of percentage paints, tg. if final value Is IX lower than initial value, capital return will he 97% of original Inn mini m. In a honk 
or building society account, your capital Is secure and readily accessible. “PEP transfers subject to £5,000 minim um. Issued by Scottish Widows investment Management Limited. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO 


A fund of 
knowledge 

It pays dividends if you can spot a top 
income producer. By Nic Cicutti 



TRYING TO find the best in- 
come-producing funds can in- 
volve investors in complicated 
calculations &s to who has de- 
livered outstanding perfor- 
mance on a regular basis. 

Premier Unrt Trust Brokers, 
a Bristol-based firm of financial 
advisers, has carried out its 
own research into the subject, 
by comparing the difference be- 
tween the dividends which 
funds were paying five years 
ago and the amount they paid 
last year. 

The survey shows that the 
top 12 funds in its list have de- 
livered average dividend 
growth of 74 per cent over this 
period. This compares with in- 
flation, which grew by 16 per 
cent in the same five years. 

In the top 12 for that period, 
which has been broken down 
into discrete one-year periods 
for greater accuracy are: BWD 
UK Equity Income, Laurence 
Keen Income and Growth, Bri- 
tannia UK General, Jupiter In- 
come, River & Mercantile 1 st 
Income, Aberdeen Prolific UK 
Blue Chip, Britannia Higher 
Yield, Fidelity Income Plus, 
Newton Higher Income, Hill 
Samuel Income & Growth and 
Guardian Income. 

The average dividend yield 


for these funds is 3.34 per cent, 
which does not seem like much. 
But Peter Edwards at Premier 
makes the point that, to ensure 
a decent income, the primary 
focus of any fund must be ex- 
cellent capital growth. The aim 
is to increase the value of the 
fond to the point that the in- 
crease in income is a product 
of the rapid expansion in the 
value of the overall investment 

Over the same period, the 12 
achieved total returns (includ- 
ing both dividend and capital 
growth) of 85 per cent, 
increasing the income stream 
paid to investors. 

"Accrued profits within the 
value of a fund provide a 
potential supplement to 
conventional dividend payment 
as and when required," Mr 
Edwards adds. 

“Many holders of income 
funds 'milk out' spending 
money from time to time, tax 
free within the current capital 
gains tax allowances," he con- 
tinues. “This facility is the rea- 
son why the modest initial 
dividend yield on equity in- 
come funds is acceptable ” 

Premier Unit Trust Brokers, 54 
Baldwin Street, Bristol BSl 
1QW (01179279806) 


Take stock market 
uncertainty in 
your stride 


ALL THE FLEXIBILITY YOU COULD NEED IN ONE 
INVESTMENT PLAN 

WLen markets are volatile you need die cenainrv of a plan which can 
cope wnfa any changes m tout investment strategy. More dun iikclv vou 
would like the same plan to cope with any changes in personal 

m ntnutiimy . r 

What’s more tou would like a track record of excellent performance 
oombmed mh km chuges. The Equitable Personal ImwunciU Plan is 
so flexible thal tt can adapt to meet your individual requirements. 

THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT PLAN OFFERS YOU- 

• abiUty co make regular and lump sum conmbotiwe, ‘ 

• - y-T 

• ” U, “ - ' ilh P-*- ™ „ . 

WHY CHOOSE THE EQUITABLE LIFE? 

As a mutual Efc company, the oldest in the wnrid in fact, "Hie EquttflNe Lite: 

• has no shareholders to take a slice of the profits 

• SSiS* thud puree, for the wroduenw. of 

• keeps all internal expenses to a minimum 

monl »* '™l™ ** 

ttw.cquiiahle.co.uk 

j 1 * !SE3I iw 

i • 

1 Name iMr Mis Mcl _ 

I ADDRESS “ 


Td: (Office i . 
Ed: (Home) . 

IhneofBmh , 





» *’**■!. J I-.V ■ — • 

j *“ e Equitable Life 
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Whom can I trust with 
my hard-earned cash? 


With 600 options, it can be hard to find the best investment. By Tony Lyons 


olal?* 0 aft , er a ^Sh income am 

want to do so through a colleclive in 
vestment, either in a PEP o 
W 1 * *®ct holding, you an 
faced with a bewildering choice. 

There are now some 600 <fifferan 

unit trusts, open-ended investmen 
companies or investment trusts 
whose funds range from corporate 
ponds, UK income growth 
international high income funds 
and split income trusts. To take the 
pain out of choosing, here is wha 
some expert independent finanda 
advisers have to recommend. 

If it’s corporate bonds you are in 
teres ted in, Jason Hollands of tin 
London-based BESt Investment 
recom m e nd s that you look at main 
stream funds. “There are a numbea 
being launched investing in sub 
investment grade loan stocks,” he 
says, “but investors who need a re- 
liable source of income should sticl 
with the other funds that put then 
money in top quality bonds.” 


As charges are one ofthe main 
determinants of variation in per- 
formance, he advises to look at the 
Legal & General corporate bond that 
Has no initial charge and an annual 
charge of just 0.5 per cent 

Among equity funds, he particu- 
larly Ekes Newton In come and BWD 
Equity Income. “Both give a rea- 
sonable yield and have shown good 
capital growth over the years.” 

Elsewhere in London, Kim North 
of Pretty Financial, points potential 
corporate bond investors at M&G 
Corporate High yield, which was the 
first into the ma r k e t^ wi th a fund that 
win look at higher-yielding loan 
stock offered by non-bine chip com- 
panies, the so-called junk bonds. 

“In the past, the foam managing 

the fund has got a good reputation 
for getting its investments right,” 
says North, “and there's no reason 
now to think that they will start to 
pick up a lot of stock in companies 
that will default on their loans” 


Among the fixed interest funds, 
she likes Aberdeen nixed Interest, 
currently yielding around 7 per 
cent “Among equity funds,” she 
soys, “you could consider the income 
funds from Jupiter; Perpetual, Pre- 
mier and Royal SunAUiance. My 
overall favourite, however is M&G 
High Yield, especially if it’s to be put 
to a tax-efficient PEP wrapper” 

In Shrewsbury, Philipa Gee, of 
Gee & Co, picks Newton Higher In- 
come as her choice of equity hinds: 
“This £l75m fund, which has part of 
itsportfoBo inprdference shares and 
corporate bonds, is picked fin: its 
overall total returns, both income 
and growth. The group takes a col- 
legiate view, so performance is not 
dependent on one fund manager It 
picks out mainly blue-chip compa- 
nies that will produce sustained 
dividend growth.” 

From Yorkshire, Gr aham Bates, 
of Bates Investment Services, rec- 
ommends an investment in Save & 


Prosper’s Equity Income. Like 
many income fluids, it concentrates 
on blue-chip stocks - “The right 
place to be in the current state of the 
market,” he s ays. “It’s a steady, con- 
sistent performer that currently 
yields around 3.6 per cent” 

AQ&a Brown, of RAD Ymng, in 
Glasgow, advises a look at the £l(S0m 
Henderson Preference & Bond fund, 
currently yielding around 6L5 per 
cent even if “its performance has 
been a frit off the bod during the last 
12 months”. This is because pref- 
erence shares have been a bit of a 
drag. But looking at two-year per- 
formance, the fund is sixth in the 
fixed-interest sector fifth over three 
years and second over five years. All 
this time, it has had the same fund 
manager; according to Brown. 

When it comes to corporate 
bonds, she recommends CGU 
Monthly Income Plus, presently 
yielding around 6.S per cent. “It has 
very low volatility; meaning that it 



shows a consistent performance, results and has an enviable loog- 
and while you expect it to show lit- term record, placing it in the top 10 
tie growth, it has still increased by per cent of high income funds'” 
nearly 60 per cent over five years.” “Its success is due to strong 
Also in Glasgow; David Thomson, team performance, with sector spe- 
of Aitchison & Colegrave, Scotland’s dalists responsible for stock selec- 
Jargestfhrotf independent financial t on in their areas of expertise. This 
advisers, hkes Britannia High Yield; means the fond is aggressively man- 
“It has produced consistently good aged, making extensive use of fixed 


interest and convertible instru- 
ments, enabling it to buy some 
lower-yielding growth stocks and 
sectors.” 

In Bristol, Roddy Kahn, of Kohn 
Cougar, advises risk-averse readers 
to look at M&G's conventional cor- 
porate bond “It has a tried and test- 
ed management team, who don't 
invest in the riskier end of the mar- 
ket such as preference shares, and 
it is consistently in the top quarter 
of sector performance tables.” 

Among equity funds, he particu- 
larly Ekes CStyof London investment 
trust, which has produced a con- 
sistently rising income as well as 
good capital growth in asset values, 
and Johnson Fry Income, another 
consistent performer 

BESt Investment (0171-321 01001; 
Pretty Technical (0171-377 57541; 
Bates Investment Services ( 01332 
955955); Gee & Co (01743 236892); 
FAD Young (0141-639 6194); Aitchi- 
son & Colegmve (0141-332 5961); 
Kohn Cougar (011 79 466384); M&G 
(0800 328 3196); Britannia (084 5 605 
0555); CGU (0645 6072439); Aberdeen 
Prolific (0345 886666); Henderson 
Investors (0800 832832); Johnson 
Fry (0171-839 5688); Legal & General 
(01222 448412); Newton (0800 
614330); Perpetual (01491 416123); 
Premier (08706 006363); Royal & Sun 
Alliance (08706 0J6283); Save & 
Prosper (0800 829100); City of 
London Investment Trust (0171- 
4104100 ) 


PEPs: the 
last chance 

You will have to move fast - but 
help is literally at hand 


THERE ARE barely two 
months left before 
personal equity plans, or 
PEPs, are phased out 

After 12 years of being a 
mainstay of anyone 
seeking to shelter 
investments from tax, they 
are to be replaced on April 
6 by Individual Savings 
Accounts, another tax-free 
wrapper but with slightly 
different rules (it will stfll 
be possible to hold a PER 
of course, but they will no 
longer be on sale). 

So this is the last 
chance to take advantage 
of a scheme offering 
significant benefits to . 
anyone happy to put their 
money away for five years 
or longer. 

Before April, it is 
possible to shelter up to 
£9.000 in a PEP (£6,000 in a 
general PEP and £3,000 in 
a single-company version). 
Couples can put away 
double that amount 

There is no shortage of 
funds prepared to accept 
this money. Most are 
expecting floods of cash in 
the next few weeks. The 
big question for any 


investor; of course, is 
which fond to choose. Get 
it right and your last PEP 
can deliver thousands of 
pounds of tax-free growth 
in the next decade. Get it 
wrong and you won’t have 
to worry about capital 
gains liabilities - because 
your fond wont have 
earned enough to be 
subject to them. 

This is why The 
Independent has produced 
a “Guide to Last-Minute 
PEPs”, written by Nic 
Cicutti, the paper's 
personal finance editor. It 
discusses whether PEP 
investments might suit 
your needs and what the 
tax benefits are - and 
aren’t - as well as 
answering the most 
common questions about 
PEPs: how and where to 
buy them, what to look out 
for and what to bear in 
mind when buying one. 

If you are considering a 
last-minute PER this 
guide, sponsored by 
Scottish Widows Fund 
Management, is for you. 
Call 0345 5678910 for your 

free copy- 


Top notch 

PEPS..., i 

....at rock 
bottom rates 




yS&Ss- 


'—•-sr^sSSSr-'' 

We drarae just one flat fee of £25 and we rebate 
any initial commission - bock to you. 

Wb ttffl ofien n^goliote reduefions m your rtk s 
Initial charges too. 
tn the fiat four rr-onlhso! 1W *<*. 

0800 413186 

Open seven days a week 

pepdirect 

JMTTQ direct choice 

The UK's LARGEST Rat-Fee PEP Provider 
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t is consistent investment performance 
over time which will determine the value 
of your PER 

Over five years Jupiter’s Income Trust 
has handsomely beaten the top income 
funds from each of the leading groups 
shown opposite, it is also the top performing 
fund over 10 years and since its launch in 
August 1987 X 

Jupiter’s performance achievement 
stems from an active and consistent 
investment strategy carried through by 
a team of top-quality, long-serving fund 
managers. 

For details of the Jupiter Income 
Trust/PEP talk to your financial adviser, 
call us free now or return the coupon. 
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lb; Investor Support, Jupiter unit Trust Managers Ltd., 

PO Box 14470, London SW1X 7SJ. 

Please sand me further In forma tion ore 

Jupiter income Trust The Jupiter PEP j j PEP Transfer (J 


Print Name (Mr/Mra/Ms) . 
Address 


Postcode 


Ine»a 02 



Jupiter 
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Leaders in long-terirHoerfo 
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Jester Unit Trust Managers Lftf is regulated by 1MRO and the Personal Investment Authority. Member of AUTIF. A subsidiary of Commerzbank AG, one of Germany's leading banks. The value of 
an Investment in a unit bust and the income from it can go down as well as up, it may be affected by exchange rate variations, and you may not get back the amount invested. Quoted gross 
distribution yidds of the funds are not guaranteed Current tax levels and reliefs will depend on your Individual circumstances. It was announced in the March 1998 Budget that tax credits will 
continue to be recfcrimable in a PEP although no subscriptions can be made after 5 April 1999. From 6 April 1999 PSPs wUl have the same tax advantages as the new IndividuaJ Savings Account 
P am p fl f f nrr f i an r ft « nrtf r nara»Kftai Tiy a gnirto in fri trtm performance. Up to 100% of the annual management fee Is to be taken from capital of Growth & income Fund, Income Trust and High Income 
Rjnd.TT*m^accordlr^restrirtca^growtfoFtyyoiff security we may record or randomly monitor all telephone caffs. If you are unsure erf the suitability of this investment please contactyour 
financial advisee Copies of the half-yearly and annual reports may be obtained from Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd, 4 Grosvenor Macs, London SW1X 7TJ. Scheme particulars and key features 
documents may also be obtained from that address. Investment does not automatically give you entitlement to compensation under the Investors* Compensation Scheme; further information is 
avaifebfe from the Investors’ Compensation Scheme or tbs Financial Services Authority. 
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Split capital investment trusts are not 


for the unwary. By Abigail Montrose 


Splitting 

images 

S plit capital investment the more important it is th ?*. is has 
trusts a re n ot the easi- a low hurdle rate as there is no: 
est investments to un* much time left for the assets in tht 
derstand, but if you fund to grow. 
need above average in- The cover tells you if the vahieo 
come and are worried the underivin^ assets in the fund h 


S plit capital investment 
trusts are not the easi- 
est investments to un- 
derstand, but if you 
need above average in- 
come and are worried 
ibout falling interest rates, they are 
vorth considering. 

Fbr those who need a high income 
anywhere up to 12 per cent or 
note) and are prepared to forego 
capital growth, these funds can be 
deal, says Doug Kennedy, director 
it Globe Independent Financial Ad- 
•isers, in Twickenham, Middlesex. 

“You can get a higher income 
rom the income shares of a split 
capital investment trust than you 
■an from an annuity or most build- 
ng society accounts. But the level 
)f income depends on the perfor- 
mance of the fund and the amount 
rf capital you are prepared to sac- 
rifice, " he says. 

Split capital investment trusts are 
ust like other investment trusts ex- 
cept they issue more than one class 
rf share. When they were first in- 
roduced in the Sixties they offered 
ust two classes of shares - income 
ind capital shares. The income 
shareholders received all the divi- 
iends from the hind, while capital 
shareholders received the growth in 
lie fond when it was wound up. 

Since then, these trusts have be- 
come more sophisticated and marry 
row issue several types of shares 
see box for details). 

None of the shares offer a guar- 
anteed return and the ability of the 
fond to meet its objectives will de- 
fend on how well it performs. So be- 
fore investing you should look 
closely at the fond as a whole. 

If you plan to buy income shares 
which aim to return your capital in 
foil when the trust is wound up, you 
should look at the “hurdle rate” and 
‘cover” on the trust Put simply, the 
hurdle rate tells you how much the 
hmdhas to grow each year to be able 
to meet itshabQMes— a high or “pos- 
itive" hurdle rate means the fond 
bastogrowalot to achieve this. The 
closer the fond is to its wind-up date, 


■< i *> 


the more important it is that is has 
a low hurdle rate as there is not 
much time left for the assets in the 
fond to grow. 

The cover tells you if the value of 
the underlying assets in the fond is 
sufficient to cover the liabilities. 
High cover, such as two times cover 
m eans the fund has assets worth 
double the amount needed to meet 
its liabilities. 

As with aD investment trusts, the 
shares are traded on the stock- 
market so their price is determined 
by demand and supply rather than 
the value of the assets in the fond. 

MrKemie^cuiraiHyfevourstiie 
income shares in the Guinness 
Flight geared income and growth, 
fond. The yield on the fond is 9 per 
cent The shares are trading at 
around l08p, but when the fund is 
wound up in 2006 you will only get 
back a maximum of lOOp per share, 
and that is providing foe fond grows 
3 per cent in foe meantime. Taking 
into account the 8 per cent drop in 
value by wind-up, the real yield is 
about 7.66 per cent 

He also Ktes the ordinary income 
shares in the Fleming Income and 
Capital investment trust The fond 
has three years to run and has a 
hurdle rate of l per cent, which 
means for income shareholders to 
get back their capital foe fond has 
to grow fay l per cent 

Those wanting advice should 
speak to an independent financial 
adviser or they could consider foe 
Exeter High Income Trust This is 
a unit trust which invests in a range 
of split capital investment trust 
shares and other high yielding 
shares. The current yield on foe fond 
is 8.74 per cent after charges. 

The fund is run by Chris Giles. 
"Wfe spread your risk by investing in 
a range of investments, and you get 
a specialist choosing foe best income 
shares for you," he says. 

The Association of Investment 
Trust Companies (0171-431 5222) 
has published a free guide to split 
capital investment trusts 
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Whether on the dance floor or trading floon doing the splits is best left to those who have really thought it through 





HOW TO DO THE SPLITS 





Secure 

a better return. Earn 7.0%’ 11 with 
our Hish Yield Bond PEP. 
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Tbe new Schroder High Yield Bond PEP offers 
excellent, lower risk returns by investing primarily in a 
spread of carefully researched UK corporate bonds. 

Take a look at the graph opposite, and you will see that 
over ihe past ihree years UK bond funds have steadily climbed 
in value, far surpassing the returns made from most high 
interest building society accounts. At the same time, bonds have 
generally avoided the volatility suffered by most equity markets. 

And because bond funds can thrive in times of falling 
interest rates and low inflation, their future also looks bright. 

So don't miss your chance to secure a high, tax-free 
return. Fill in the coupon below or call Schraders free on 
0800 002 000 {quoting ref: 03444) to receive your free 
Schroder High Meld Bond PEP information pack. 

Alternatively, please contact your financial adviser. 


Return on £6,000 invested 
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• Lower risk than equities 

• Tax-free returns 

• Fixed price offer if you 
invest before February 12 


OmpIcl.'.iiKl Mum Ihe «>urv<fi fi»r )««r FREE Scttn«L-r Hifft VkW B.w iii PEP in famulitm pick to. 

Sdtrodara, Customer Services Dept, 03444 FREEPOST LON 7109, London EC4B 4PD 


Mr/Hrs/Ms/Mlss/Ottwr 


<4 

... 

*2E- 

^ri-04 

' • ./ , , V. 

\V . jsjii : 


Postcode Orta of birth < / 

PIomo also send me fc if wuu rttaw an ScfaRxfert' ESA range when It la mbbta tram Marsh 30 1999. 0 

Sj uaf T iiStMn o'. i i t W' tn-m-iT cnjigai jMMMwaneittiUb jialTMl 

bu j-roq, ar^iMw* funa ana 'Jv l e w g n -SBB- >— m nun, Jiluttaa OUMB iwwMInnilWiTO iBCWren 1WHMS 1MIW 

F«- rvOI«j 'o nwo. aurajHlAKosahnwi turn -jaw, W «JI1 ~/e - UST*. Hm ceto— « a V* j Qt»*T to (uaw ntomw Ttn tf m e nm 

Miuiiiawta>ibnia,gDiuwiiHl«i,JVinHnq)inggatgiliW»utiai|nAn«Mli»ni*M laMlnePitgiiSUMiliWiraKlaniteWaiaS 
tii* it- ( jit.. .tfrfit.adnnpKiw -9 D**n u dA jnj tpaofftx, S^voov told Ben] Pubd slat staged whoo, bcapw,ihi doMnityS iwu d m ■n--' — “ r 1IMI 

M m* iwmtanMinjnu^gKtM OJKti i.9u Ltn«a Ssmv Hivs a» O wen tAaciu Smol Union EGA 4EJ. HsguuMabi 

tPT .iv] tnr kjim .»«u,miiT AjDwiT, rf auttf For iMtfui ee<:uh%. &Ov n Sdwaogr TW -tlw i am tm nisi Praia unv, to Ml tttms, cttSadvausiitt Ailnagpan 

i — iin~*i - — i — t J ~v~ r i r* — i— irr ■ i Tuhvn mni ii i -j , n ■ nmiivi ff , 0 , 1 , ■ iiiii rm~mrmw^ mvTiv r n i n ihir u r m wi ii irrv 


Schroders 

The name that stands for long-term performance 


Quote ref 03444 


CALL FREE ON 

0800 002 000 

VAvw.scbroder.co.uk 


■ Zero dividend preference 
shares pay no Income, but 
investors receive a 
predetermined amount 
when the fund is wound up. 
These shares are regarded 
as low risk as foqy are first 
in line for any capital 
payout 



Property 
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'London 
buyers 
know from 
experience 
exactly 
what they 
like: good 
hallways, 
high 
ceilings, 
French 
windows, 
south- 
facing 
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■ Stepped preference 
shares are foe next priority. 
Thqy provide a 
predetermined income 
which rises and a 
predetermined capital 
return. 

■ Income shares provide 
income throughout the life 


of the trust 

■ Income & residual capital 
shares are known as 
ordinary income or highly 
geared ordinary shares. 
Where a trust issues these 
shares with just zeros, foe 
income and residual capital 
shareholders receive all foe 


income from foe trust and 
any surplus capital growth 
at foe wind up date, once 
the zeros are paid. 

■ Capital shares are 
entitled to any assets left in 
the trust once all other 
classes of shares have 
received their entitlements. 


Are you looking for... 
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Tick 


You only have until 5th April 


to invest in the award winning 


CGU Monthly Income Plus PEP 


to receive a high monthly income, 


completely free of tax 



Up to £60 investment bonus 

P 

PSP 
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Call 0800 00 44 33 quoting reference QNF 


Post ta CGU. MIF PEP, FREEPOST CV 1037, Stratford Upon Aron, Warwickshire CV37 SBR. 
Please send me foil details and an application form. You may receive a JbOoaa-itp service cal L 

Mr/Mts/Miss/Ms . _ — _ hurmmrl 


.Postcode. 


If you would f/refer not to receae information on any other CGU 
products or termers, piarx tick this box. Q 


CGU - The investment experts 
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Why bu y a house that you never intend 
to move into? To ren t it out to gain a 
regular source of in come, just as 
millions of others do. By Simon Read 


C raig Storey and Alison 
Godson have just 
splashed out £76,000 
on a two-bedroom 
house in Cheltenham. 
But they don't plan to 
move in after they've finished ren- 
ovating it in March - they hope to 
find a tenant 

“We had saved up quite a bit in a 
deposit account and thought it 
would be a good idea to invest it in 
property,'’ says Alison. “We hope that 
the rental income will mean it pays 
Cor itself, and eventually grows so 
that we can pay off the mortgage, re- 
tire early and live off the income." 
A The couple renovated their own 
“nouse eight years ago and were keen 
to work on another property. By in- 
vesting their savings in it they’re 
hoping to build up a decent nest egg 
without taking any of the risks as- 
sociated with the stock market 
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‘We advise clients 
that they must be’ 
prepared to invest for 
up to 10 years and 
ride out any storms' 


Using property as a way to cre- 
ate a regular income has become big 
business. Around two million house- 
holds rent private accommodation, 
and that figure is growing. The rise 
is encouraging more people to shy 
away from increasingly volatile 
stock market investments and pick 
Aum investment which pays a reg- 
ular income - through rent - as well 
as offering long term growth, 
through the rising property market 

This has taken off in the last two 
years or so because of an initiative 
from the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents lArla), which has 
around 1.250 members throughout 
■the UK who are professional letting 
and property management agents. 

It set up its Buy-to-Let initiative 
n September 1996 to encourage 
jrowth in the private rented sector, 
rhe aim of the initiative was to en- 
■ourage tenders to make loans ara&- 


able to private investor landlords. 

“In the past two years we have 
honed the attractions and opportu- 
nities of this form of property in- 
vestment" says Andrew Reeves, the 
Aria National Council member re- 
sponsible for the Buy-to-Let 
sche m e. “Bity-to-Let gives the in- 
vestor a solid investment to walk 
past, and a hedge that raw be seen 
and touched." 

Clydesdale Bank became the 
eighth member to join. The other 
seven are Capital Home Loans, 
First Active, Halifax Mortgage Ser- 
vices, Mortgage Express, NatWest 
Mortgage Services, Paragon Mort- 
gages and Woolwich Direct They 
each offer a range of Buy-Tb-Let loan 
schemes, indudiDg fixed and capped 
■ rates, that aim to be as compre- 
hensive and competitive as the 
range of loans available for normal 
home ownership. 

There are a number of lenders of- 
fering Buy-to-Let mortgages outside 
the Aria scheme, including the Al- 
liance & Leicester; Bank of Scotland, 
Chelsea, and Yorkshire Bank. UCB 
Home Loans, for instance, launched 
its Second Property Mortgage at the 
end of last year; offering a two-year 
fixed rate of 6.99 per cent With a min- 
imum loan of £25,000 and maxi- 
mum £250,000, the loan is aimed at 
customers buying a second, or third, 
property fen- rental purposes, and in- 
cludes a 1 per cent cashback 

Alison and Craig took out their 
second mortgage through the 
Chelsea Building Society, which re- 
quired the couple to have a 20 per 
cent deposit and charged them 0.25 
per cent above standard variable 
rates. “We recognised that cur- 
rently buying a second home to let 
out is a very attractive prospect,” 
says Darren Stevens of the Chelsea. 

Independent finanrinl advisers 
have mixed views about buy-to-iet 
as an investment Fbr starters, they 
warn that property prices will not al- 
ways increase. u Wfe always advise 
clients that they must be prepared 
to invest for up to 10 years and ride 
out any storms," says Marie Howard 
of Maddison Monetary Manage- 
ment a firm of independent finan- 
cial advisers. 

There can also be problems with 
tenants, of course "We warn clients 



More and more investors are potting their money into property to let, to get a regular income from rent and a solid capital investment 


Peter Cook 


to be prepared for non-payment of 
rent, solicitor’s letters, and finally 
eviction,” says Mr Howard. 

Damage to property is a further 
worry for prospective landlords. 
“They must be prepared to spend a 
lot of money when a tenant leaves 
in order to bring it up to scratch race 
more, and held deposits do not al- 
ways cover the expense. 

“But for people who need little 


borrowings this can be a good long- 
term investment area, especially 
compared with the returns offered 
by many deposit-based invest- 
ments,” he points out But he warns: 
“T^eople who need to mortgage heav- 
ity are in a far worse position, as they 
need to be collecting some heavy 
rent in order to make a profit on a 
monthly basis" 

Lenders expect a “loan to value” 


an the property of 75-80 per cent, and 
are prepared to advance between 
£15,000 and up to £500,000, although 
first Active is unique in offering up 
to film per property. The length of 
loan varies between five and 30 
years, although Halifax Mortgage 
Services and Mortgage Express 
are prepared to lend for 45 years. 

Confiisingty, most lenders oper- 
ate different structures is working 


out income multiples. As you'd ex- 
pect most take into consideration 
the expected rental income, but the 
level of that varies widely. 

Manchester Building Society, fbr 
instance, lends up to six times the 
annual rental income. Hie Bank of 
Scotland, on the other hand, oper- 
ates on the basis that it will laid on 
the standard basis of three times one 
income plus one times the second 


or 25 times joint income, less the ex- 
isting mortgage, phis five times the 
rental income. 

Lenders can be as aggressive in 
the buy-to-let arena as they are in 
the general market place. At the time 
of going to press, it was possible to 
pickup a 6.74 fixed rate for up to 10 
years through the Yorkshire Bank, 
or a 6.99 capped rate until 2002 
through Alliance & Leicester. 
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The European Index-Tracking PEP 


Legal & General have 
tracked down the leading 
companies in Europe 


Now you can share in the success that has seen 
67.39%* growth in just over two years 



The Legal & General European 
Index -Trucking PEP Is a low cost 
wav in sluire in ihe potential 
growth of i he leading European 
companies. 

By tracking the lop companies 
in the I* largest stock markets 
across Eumpe f excluding ihe UK) 
legal & General van take advantage 
i .f the excellent opportunities 
available to make your investment 
work harder for you. In fact, with 
the European Index-Tracking PEP 
you'll be investing in some of the 
most successful names in Europe 
including BMW. Nestle. Bayer. 
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Nokia and KLM. 

Because Legal & General has one 
of the lowest charges for an • 
overseas PEP on the market and 
makes no initial charges for lump 
sum investments it means more of 
your money is pur to work straight 
away. And year after year low 
charges mean more of vour money 
is reinvested to give you a greater 
potential return. What's more. 

Legal & General have no 
withdrawal charges, so you can 
access your money at any time 
without penally. 

So, to take advantage of low 
charges and the growth potential 
of investing in some of the 
leading companies in Europe, 
call now for further 

details about the 
Legal & General 
European Index- 
Tracking PEP. 


Uiilial charge 
on lump sum. 
investments 

075 % 

annual 
manage niem 
charge 


withdrawal 

fee 


Find out 
more nou>- 
caU freephone 


0500 11 66 22 
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Visit ottr irrt site at 
tntv.LtmdG.com 


3am to 8pm weekdays 
9am to Spm weekends 

For jroar protection aMs 
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Star performers 
usually show early talent 
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No. 1 over 3 months 
No.l over 6 months 
No.l over 12 months 
No.l over 2 years 
No.l over 3 years 

Top 2 over 5 and 7 years 

Lots of youngsters show early' promise, but it’s not many that 
develop into a real!)' outstanding success like our Premier 
Dividend PEE An investment which has proved itself a top 
’ performer in the UK Equity Income Sector, a sector that 
conjoins over 70 funds. 

"Why not. invest in our star performer, in this the last PEP 
investment yean 

Premier Dividend PEP 

EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE 

Contact your usual financial advisor 

or can 0800 212577 now 

. ^or complete and return the coupon. 

Premier Portfolio Managers Ltd 

Premier House. 25/27 Chensey Street, Guildford, Surrey GUI +HG 

Rqnibfrd bi [MHO Mrmljm of .U.T1F & FIMA 

Souitc Sooriml & .forc MeptoI - ^■vcrrarcpdrrtn - 1 I298ha»rd[»i rfcw cfenamnw nsmnVyi 


Please send me further details on the Premier Dividend PEP 
Name 

Address 


Postcode 


Telephone; 
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No more ‘four-eyes’ jibes - glasses are the fashion accessory everyone wants to wear. By Karen Falconer 

The eyes have it: if you want 
to be hio. get some frames 


I f you want to be trendy, now is 
the time to be short-sighted. 
Glasses (yes, it's cooler to be in 
your face than ponce about 
with words like face furniture, 
occhiali, eyewear or even 
“spectacles"; are the latest, 
must-have accessory. 

Once banished from magazine pages, 
pop icons, from Robbie Williams and the 
Gallaghers to Anni e Lennox and Scary 
Spice, are flaunting them; magazine 
shoots are full of them. Nest week alone 
sees the UK launch of collections from 
Philippe Starch/ Alain MUdi, Loaded mag- 
azine and French Connection. 

Indeed, most fashion designers have al- 
ready complemented their sunglasses 
collections with them - Ar mani, Paul 
Smith, Dolce & Gabbana, Jill Sander; 
Calvin Klein, Jean-Paul Gaultier, 
Kathari ne Hamnett You name them, al- 
most without exception they’ll be there. 
And soon the high street brands will 
surely be following than en masse. These 
days, glasses have moved on a long way 
from the associations they once had with 
greasy haired, acned geeks. 

Take the new glasses vocabulary. Out 
are taunts like “men don't make passes" 
and “speccy four-eyes"; in is a new bed- 
room speak of sfex, love and passion. You 
“love" your glasses, you’re “passionate” 
about the ones you buy, “our glasses make 
you look sexy". 

Clearly the marketeers have moved in 
on the dowdy, clinical optician's world. 
They’ve opened their eyes to the fact that 
Britain may be a fashion leader; but it’s 
aeons behind its European and US coun- 
terparts in the glasses department (the 
Italians buy six pairs of glasses for every 
pair sold here). And cutting-edge con- 
sumers are already lapping it up (sales of 
spectacles have grown 62 per cent in five 


'The British have always 
separated the art and the 
design of wearing 
glasses, perhaps because 
they feel opticians are 
purely medicinal 1 


years to over £2bn annually and as the 
population ages, stand to show further dra- 
matic increases). 

“IFs very strange that we’ve been so far 
behind in fashion terms," says Jason 
Kirk. of Kirk Originals, whose Covent 
Garden store is one of the new breed of 
eyewear retailers, selling themselves as 
style consultants rather than opticians. 
“For some reason the British have always 
separated the art and science of wearing 
glasses. I think it’s because of the linger- 
ing feeling (hat opticians are purely med- 
icinal But now opticians are coming into 
the market who aren’t just sitting around 
waiting for people to wander in like a den- 
tist’s surgery does.” 

Kirk, the son of a provincial optician, 
is keener on the artistic side: he sells glass- 
es, has facilities to make lenses, and ma- 
chines to fit the best specs to ynur face; 
but he doesn't do eye tests - you have to 
arrive with your prescription in hand. In 
fact, he sells at least one pair a week with 
plain glass. 

He's also fervent about re-dressing the 
British face, and is one erf the leating lights 
behind London's first eyewear trade ex- 
hibition (London International Optics) 
next weekend, which launches with 
around 100 top optical designers, 30 or 40 
of them new to Britain. As Alain MUdi, a 
leading French eyewear designer and UO 
exhibitor; says: “Today it’s very interest- 
ing to do business in the UK because it’s 
an open market." 

Mikii, who set up in France 20 years 
ago, sells all round the world, but his com- 
pany only started selling direct to the UK 
last September. Now. in addition to his own 
ranges, Mikii is topping the bill with his 
old friend, iconic furniture designer 
Philippe Stanck, And. as well as launch- 
ing the new Starck/MM collection, Star- 



Taking it from the top - prices are for frames only: Hattie in jet, limited edition frames with original Sixties 
sides, £225. Kirk Originals: French Connection plastic tortoiseshell frames, from £80; Ruby in aznr, £225, 
Kirk Originals; red, dear and black plastic frames, £109 each. Cutler & Gross 


ck Eyes, in this country later in the year, 
he's also bringing out a collection with 
Issey Miyake and working with JQl Sander. 

“Before, you could have nice dothes and 
ugl y glasses and no one would say any- 
thing," he says. “Now glasses are as 
much a statement as the dothes. You have 
to play with glasses. We play with dices, 
with belts, with hairstyles and we have to 
play with glasses too". 

“Everyone else is now doing the retro 
look- the Fifties and Sixties - but Philippe 
and I are looking towards tomorrow, to the 
third miiignnhim. Nothing too fancy, just 
designed by Starck and Mikii: but veiy 
tprhnirfl] and prac tical the minimum for 
the maximum " 

Hard on the heels of the fashion de- 
signers comes French Connection, one of 
the first high-street brands to step into the 
glasses market And its rationale is the 
same: “Eyewear is a natural extension to 
the lifestyle we are now selling,” says Jill 
Read, the licensing director, about the new 
French Connection and lower-priced 
FCUK ranges. 

“What people have on their face is the 
most visible thing they are wearing, and 
they are putting more and more money 
into high design and high quality instead 
of the stock frame. The whole world has 
been doing ft, but the British are just get- 
ting into it” 

The new collection comes in 40 styles 
including navy, deep reds and pinks, but 
Read adds a cautionary note: “A high per- 
centage of people wiD not wear those fash- 
ion colours, so we are also stocking 
glassies like tortoiseshell and blacks." 

It's not just a question of British re- 
serve, though. Strong colours sit less well 
on pale feces than on more olive-tinged 
continental skins. According to Natalie 
Warren, of celebrity eyewear company 
Cutler & Gross (clients indude Leonardo 


‘What people have on 
their face is the most 
visible thing they're 
wearing, and they are 
putting more money into 
high design and quality ’ 


di Caprio and Elton John), this may be one 
reason why the Brits have been slow to 
take risks. “It’s easier to wear strong 
colours if you have darker skins, so we 
don’t experiment with colour” 

Stylistically, Cutler & Gross says the 
mood is swinging away from the boxy, mas- 
culine look that’s dominated recently to- 
wards less Fifties’-style plastic (acetate) 
frames - and, increasing^ customers are 
buying a new pair of specs each season. 
“We’re keeping the frames small and 
sharp, not Jackie O, because people are 
more likely to experiment with frames if 
they are small they don't fed so con- 
spicuous. We’re selling a lot of light tints 

- pinks, blues, yellows. Specs to give a 
look.” 

If image is all important, are contact 
lenses heading down a sidetrack? Not so, 
insists Nish Eotecha of the opticians’ chain 
David Clnlow, which has seen a 15 per cent 
year-on-year rise in sales of glasses. 
“People are combining the two,” he says. 
“Wearing glasses for work and contact 
lenses for activities like sport” 

The world of fashion is indeed a fickle 
business. Ten years ago, glasses were seen 
as a necessity; today they’re very definitely 
an accessory. Yet, whatever the pundits 
say what sells well depends on who 
wears what, and when. Ebr now, at least 
the stars' dear focus on glasses will keep 
them up there in the limelight. 

Stockists: Kirk Originals (0171-2405055); 
Cutler & Gross (0171-552 2250); David Ciu- 
low (0171-486 1485); French Connection 
(0171 399 7200); Starch Eyes (01 71 431 7316) 

- French CormedfonccndStordt Epes only 
available front the end of March. 
London International Optics (0181 987 
7540) is at Olympia, London, 13 to 15 Feb- 
ruary, trade only. 


Good Thing 


Mad thing 


Shoptalk 



If you’re fed up with grey dismal days wear a 
pair of Hearts glasses and transform your 
world. Hie rose-tinted lenses soften the 
harshness of the British dimate as well as 
cutting out those harmful UV rays. They are 
sold by SkyBlue Pink (01280 840689) at a special 
Valentine's Day price of £20. 


The object of your affections hasn’t quite 
noticed the love light in your eyes, but take 
heart Help is at hand in the form of Heart 
Lights, a three-metre string of 10 heart- 
shaped lights which costs £14.99, from Urchin 
Mail Order (0800 328 1029). Guaranteed to 
cast a romantic glow over proceedings. 


Look no further if unadulterated 
decadence is the way to your lover's 
heart and convenience is the way to 
yours. The leading caviar importer, 
W G White, has joined forces with 
the Laurent-Ferrier champagne 
house to create a seductive offer for 
Valentine’s Day. 

A bottle of Laurent-Ferrier Brut 
NV champagne, *a i25g tin of fresh, 
dulled Iranian Sevruga caviar and 
a mother of pearl spoon wifl be 
delivered to your door for £55 (plus 
£4jjQ for delivery). A saving of £35 
on the usual price. All you need to 
do is call 07000 228 427, and allow 48 
hours for delivery. 

William George White set up his 
company in 1895 to bring the very 


best caviar to the UK. Little has 
changed over the years - caviar is 
still packed in tins at sea and then 
transported here in wooden crates, 
pH Hi ed but never frozen. 

Caviar is traditionally 
accompanied by ice-cold vodka or 
chilled cha m pagne, and Laurent- 
Perrier’s light, dry style goes with it 
particularly well Caviar should 
always be scooped from the tin 
vertically from top to bottom to 
avoid crushing the eggs, hence the 
spoon provided You can eat it off 
the back of your hand at the 
junction of the thumb and 
forefinger, but that’s just one 
suggestion. No doubt you’ll think of 
many more. 



six OF The 
best 


Glasses Cases 



Flip-top “Authentics" case. £7.95. 
Optimum. (01332 3G5 80S) 



Black case. £10. Cutler & Gross 
<0171-823 8445) 



Blue Aston case, £9.95, Hie Conran 
Shop (0171-589 7401) 



Flat green leather case. £20, Smyth- 
son (0171-629 8558 


i ' 





Red glasses bag, £15. Cutler & 
Gross (0171-823 8445 



Inflatable sunglasses case. £ 9 . 95 , 
me Conran Shop <0(71-589 7401) 
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I Want To own ... 


POCKETABLE GAJDGETS 


You can 
take it 
with you, 
after all 


N ot too long ago, 
blue denim jeans 
were the epito- 
me of masculin- 
ity. Hie art was 
squeezing into a 
pair two inches 
too small around the waist after 
which retrieving a wallet, let alone 
loose change was near impossible. 
But what did that matter? Wasn't the 
whole point of them that we were 
just about to dig a ditch, or lasso 
some caws or something? 

Now, of course, most of us .have 
wised 19 and are walking round 
town in designer Desert Stem wear 
- combat trousers with enough 
pockets to hold Iraq’s war machine. 
But what have we got in those huge, 
strtched-on, ripcord cotton handbag 
| (Substitutes that have a nasty habit 
of getting snagged on door handles? 
Absolutely nothing. 

So, for every self-respecting, pre- 
millennium, gadget-fixated psycho- 
tic, here's the checklist of all the 
things you should slip into your 
cargo pants before leaving the house 
each morning: 

RACKET OF TUNES 

Name- Rio MP3 Player 
Price £199 

Stockist: 01189 444 477 - 
Description: It fits in the palm of 
your hand, has simple buttons and 
promises jog-free portable music 
The MP3 player marks the end of 
software as you know it (hence the 
somewhat hazy legality of their 
use). This music system has no 
moving parts, just a 32MB memory 
which stores around 30 minutes 
worth of music files which you’ve hot 
wired from the web using a PC. Un- 
like its rival, the more sharply 
i^ressed MPMan (£300, 07060 607 
%78), it also has a slot for a flash 
memory card, meaning you needn’t 
be restricted to the music you’ve 
in stall ed on the machine - after all 
would you ever go on holiday with 
just one cassette? 

Style: *** 

Anything else worth considering? 
If music quality is your first priority 
rather than technological snob 
value, then several mini disc 
player/recorders outperform both. 
Kenwood's blue DMC-J7R(BL) 


(£250, 01705 476 000) and Sharp’s 
silver MD-MS722H (£250, 0800 262 
958) wneapsnfate sound and desig n 
vision and both come with impres- 
sive watch -style LCD remote con- 
trols as standard. 

THE COMMUTER 
COMMUNICATOR 

Name: Alinco DJ-C5 
Price: £189 

Stockist: 01705 662 145 
Description: They may be stop- 
ping you from frying your brain, but 
ear pieces are a sartorial disaster. 
Mobile phone users are increasingly 
looking like extras from One Flew 
Over the Cudcoo’s Nest as they 
stroll down the street apparently 
talking loudly to nobody. Could this 
herald the return of an out-of-date 
rammimirati nns medium, such as 
CB? Legality aside (you need an 
amateur radio licence to fire out your 
Big Bird/Rubber Duck: fantasies), 
th is pocket-sized, trucker walkie- 
talkie has it all - a sleek silver body, 
bright yellow buttons and a five-mile 
range. Now you can check in with all 
of your mates around the city at the 
same time. 

Style: *** 

Anything else worth considering? 
Okay so you really do want a mobile 
phone. In the midget microwave 
stakes. Sony’s CSM-Zl phis GSM 
(£80 with connection, 0990 111 999) 
deserves special mention, combin- 
ing minuscule size, short voice 
memo, calendar, dock and alarm. 

KEYS ARE GOOD 

Name: EFX Flashing Keyring 
Price: £8^0 

Stockist: 01789 450 005 
Description: This looks like a minia- 
ture version of a brake light tail fin 
on an old Cadillac. What it is, though, 
is the descendant of those key fobs 
you whistled at when you couldn't 
find them amid the rubble of your 
bachelor pad. Only this one flashes 
when your mobile is ringing. Just 
don’t dip it to your trousers. 

Style: *** 

Anything else worth considering? 
If you would rather amuse yourself 
playing retro games, then Vivid 
Imagination and Nintendo have 
come up with a range of micro 
Gameboy key rings, which indudes 








ApocketfhQ ofwiz- 
adry clockwise from 
above: Gameboy 
keyring, £8, Nintendo 
(01789 450 005); Rio 
MP3 Player; £199 
(01189 444 477); MD- 
MS722H. £250, Sharp 
(0800 262 958); 

D1000, £300, Olym- 
pus (0800 072 0070); 
DCR-PC1, £1,399, 
Sony (0990 111 999); 
Rnvi, £550, Sony 
(0990111999) 







A 




versions of old games such as 
Donkey Kong and Super Mario (£8, 
01702 200 660). 

MEMORY JOGGER 

Name: Olympus D1000 
Price: £300 

Stockist: 0800 072 0070 
Description: This simple to use, 
silver; slimline message recorder is 
the latterdqy equivalent of the micro 
cassette recorders that no self- 
respecting FBI agent would once 
have been seen without Instead of 
groovy Ettie cassette tapes, however; 
the D1000 records around 30 min- 
utes of material on to 2MB flash 
memory cards. 


Style: ★★★* 

Anything else worth considering? 
There are several other cheaper 
digital recorders, induding the 
cartoon-voice, bubble-styled Sony 
\foice Balloon (£60, 0990 111 999) -but 
the disadvantage is that it records 
only 10 minutes of material. 

POCKET BLOCKBUSTERS 

Name: Panasonic DVD-L10EB 
Price: £999 

Stockist: 01344 862 444 
Description: It would have to be a 
very big pocket, but it would be worth 
permanently stretching the fabric to 
squeeze in this silver dream ma- 
chine, a portable laptop-style disc 


player forvideo CDs, audio CDs and, 
most importantly digital versatile 
discs: CD-sized discs on which are 
crammed whole films plus lots of 
gimmicky extras such as bio- 
graphies, trailers and subtitles. The 
quality of the small screen is breath- 
taking, but if you want to see the 
bigger picture, you can plug it into 

a larger screen when you get home. 

You need never be at the mercy of 
the inflight movie programme again. 
Style: *** ** 

Anything else worth considering? 
When ft makes it to the marketplace, 
Sony’s DVD Discman (£700, 0990 111 
999) promises to be marginally more 
compact but has no built-in screen 


which means you either have to phig 
it into a separate monitor or high- 
tail it to Tokyo and buy Sony’s 
Glass tron PLM-A55E, bizarre 
shades that sit directly m front of 
your eyes. 

VISION ON 

Name: Sony Ruvi 
Price- £550 

Stockist: 0990 111 999 
Description: It rhymes with groovy 
and for a good reason. This light- 
weight (38Gg), miniature digital still 
camera also doubles up as a cam- 
corder and record up to 30 min- 

utes' worth of wedding receptions. 
It has a zoom and an audio facility 


and runs on two AA batteries. Other 
than that, it is thankfully devoid of 
toe gimmicky extras that often per- 
suade you to bqy a produd: that you’ll 
rarefy use. The downside is the 
high price of toe video cartridge. 
Style: ***** 

Anything else worth considering? 
Fbr those wanting to record digitally, 
Sony also does a more chunky com- 
plicated camcorder, the DCR-PC1 
(£1,399), which includes a handy 
pop-up, 5cm colour screen and & Carl 
Zeiss lens. Francis Fbrd Coppola, eat 
your heart out 

SHAUN PHILLIPS 

Deputy editor, zm Magazine 


Check it out 

THE BLUECOAT CENTRE,' LIVERPOOL 


T$jE HACKNEY Contemporaries 
Tfebup show opens at toe Bluecoat 
Display Centre' in Liverpool on 9 
February. There are probably more 
designer-makers per square mile in 
Hackney than anywhere else in 
Europe, and this is reflected in the 
diverse nature of toe decorative 
arts that are displayed by the 
selected makers: furniture, glass, 
ceramics, metalwork and textiles. 

Like the East End of London, 
Liverpool's docklands have been 
undergoing a mini-renaissance in 
recent years, losing in the process 
their seedy and derelict image. 
Artists and designers who were 
originally drawn into toe area by its 
low rents have made a significant 
contribution to this regeneration. 

They’ve been helped in this by the 
activities of the Bluecoat Display 
Centre, which was established to 
exhibit and sell contemporary work 
by designer-makers in a variety of 
mfpa. (You’ll find toe Centre in toe 
laShdry of the former Bluecoat 
School, which was built in 1717 to 
educate toe orphans of seafarers.) 
The exceptionally high quality of the 
work in this show is a reflection of 
what is happening in Hackney, but 
is also a fair indication of the Cen- 
tre’s reputation and ability to attract, 
and, more importantly sell the work 
of some of toe best designer-makers 
in Britain today. Sculptor Thomas 
Hill is happy to be showing at toe 
Bluecoat Centre again: “It has an 
excellent client base: people seem 
really enthusiastic" IBs views are 


mil 








echoed by textile designer Rachael 
Howard. She grew up in Merseyside 
before moving south in toe early . 
Nineties. “Liverpool has become 
quite lively over recent years. It was 
always Manchester that had the 
interesting work, but Liverpool is 
bubbling upwards.” 

So what’s on show here? Thomas 
Hill’s wire birds and animals are not 


chicken wire constructions remi- 
niscent of forms destined to be 
covered with papier machd, but 
simple, evocative outlines - yellow 
hens, pike, greyhounds - conjured 
into life from toe barest of skeletons. 
Occasionally he adds cut and 
pointed shart-cteri, althoug h this in 
no way detracts from toe lightness 
of toe pieces. 


Rachael Howard combines quir- 
ky screen-printed drawings with 
appliqued fabrics and machine 
embroidery to produce cushions, 
wall-hangings, scarves and ties. 
Her subjects are everyday scenes 
and activities which she captures 
with a comic vitality. 

Titus Davies hews her c h a i rs 
from green (unseasoned) timber - 


elm, ash, oak, holly or cherry - 
using traditional green woodwork- 
ing techniques. Much of the work is 
done by hand and, as a result, each 
piece is a one-off Batch production 
is impossMe. Initially inspired by the 
simplicity of Welsh stick chairs, she 
has now developed a way of work- 
ing with toe shapes revealed in toe 
split timber 


BettinaKQnkel also specialises in 
one-off pieces of furniture. She only 
uses British, European or North 
American woods for hw freestand- 
ing pieces, using rarer timbers sud: 
as yew and rippled lime when they 
are available. Her work is influ- 
enced by art deco designs and the 
simplicity of Japanese furniture. 

Emma ODare's decorative glass 


From left to right: Thomas 
Hill’s Whippet 1998, from 
£850; Titos Davies’s English 
greenwood chair made of ash 
with an elm seat, £822.50; 
detail from Rachael Howard’s 
‘ Animal Panhn al* Wall-hang- 
ing, 130 x 200 cm, £1,200 

vessels recycle old glass using the 
ancient technique of pdte de verre. 
Her glass looks volcanic, not dull but 
phosphorescent, and full of light 

All these makers are linked by the 
vitality of their work. This energy is 
also apparent in toe other exhibits, 
including Sian Tucker’s geometric 
and vibrantly coloured textile bang- 
ings; Nicholas Arroyave-Fo rteia ’s 
undulating clay vessels; and Karen 
Bunting's monochrome jugs, plates 
and bowls, delicately decorated with 
spots and stripes. 

Obviously as a selling exhibi- 
tion, you can buy what’s on display, 
but don't forget if someone else has 
beaten you to that perfectly poised 
wire chicken or you'd prefer a turkey 
buzsard, you can always commission 
exactly what you want 

Diona Gregory 

Hockney Contemporaries runs 9 
February to 6 March, Mon^Sat, 
10am- 530pm at the Bluecoat Dis- 
play Centre, Bluecoat Chambers, 
StkoolLaneLiverpobL Ll 3BX. Ifefc 
0251-709 4014. You can e-mail the 

gallery cm cn#s@bluecoat.tt-net 
com; or xnsit its website at http.// 
bhiecoatcro/ls.merseyworUtcom 
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The Rover’s return 

The new 75 could finally give Rover access to the premier league. By Gavin Green 

YTHE INDEPENDENT 

Road Test 


T his is the rebirth of 
Rovec the beginning of 
a new era for the com- 
pany.” If I bad £10 for 
every time a Rover 
executive had uttered 
those words at a press conference, 
Td have enough money to mount a 
takeover bid for the firm. 

“Crucial new model”, “devel- 
oped without compromise” “proof 
that Britain can build a world beat- 
er"... They were all there - the 
cliches, the rallying cries. Some 
things never change. 

But fortunately for Rover some 
things do change, and the quality of 
the engineering is one of them. The 
new 75 is an extremely competent 
car that deserves to sell welL It is 
classy; mature and genteel and 
should appeal to people who want 
a quality car but not the Flash 
Harry badge that can go with it If 
BMW is Versace and Audi is Hugo 
Boss, then the Rover 75 is Austin 
Reed or top-range M&S. 

In some ways, it genuinely does 
represent a new beginning for 
Rover It is the first car developed 
since the BMW takeover of 1994, 
and is the first Rover for 20 years 
that is not just a rebodied, re- 
engineered Honda. It does use 
some BMW lot, including much of 
toe dechronics, the manual gearbox 
and the turbo-diesel engine. In 
other ways, it is all new. 

The 75 follows the plan of BMW’s 
boss Berad Pischetsrieder for 
Rover to “make cheaper Jaguars’ 1 . 
On the whole, it feels like a small- 
er Jag saloon. It is a soothing car; 
not a sports car, a stately car, not 
a sensational car, an understated 
machine, not a head- turner 
It is aimed at the BMW 3-series 
and toe Audi A4 (small, prestige 
cars, in other words) and the top- 
end tinselled Mondeos, Passats 
and Vectras. Mid-size Volvos and 
Saabs are also a target It is a touch 
shorter than the BMW 5-series, and 
a tad bigger than a Mondeo. The 
styling has many traditional Rover 
cues - chrome strip down the side, 
chrome quarter-bumpers, chrome 
sills, chrome rear number-plate 



More dash than flash: the 75 could be the ‘crnciaJ new model’ Rover has been promising for years 


surround and chrome door-handles. 

The nose is a little Euro-generic 
and dull yet the rump is more fetch- 
ing, being rather Bentley Contin- 
ental R-like. A Rover PR man called 
it “tight-arsed", before accepting 


that that wasnt the best description. 

Nor are “tight-arsed” people 
Ebety to be queuing up to buy it The 
75 is priced above Passats and 
Mondeos, in keeping with Rover’s 
desire to be seen as a premium brand. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Make and model: Rover 75 
2.5 V6 Connoisseur £24,025 
(cheapest 75 model is the 1.8 
Classic, at £184275). 

Engine: 2497cc, V6, 24 valves, 
177 bhp at 6500 rpm. 
Transmission: Five-speed 
automatic or five-speed 
manual gearbox. 
Performance: (Automatic) 
maximum speed I34mph, 
0-60mph in 8.9 seconds. 

RIVALS 

Audi AA 2.4 5E £24,862. 
Smaller and more cramped 
than the 75. Modern looks and 


a bullet-proof build quality. 
BMW 3231 SE £24.770. 
Sportier faster and smaller 
than the 75. 

Ford Mondeo 2.5 V6 Ghia 

£18,680. Much cheaper than the 
75, but performance as good. 
Peels less luxurious. 
Volkswagen Passat 1.8T 
20V SE £18,855. Attractive 
alternative to the Rover 
Handsome, roomy and terrific 
value. Turbo engine very brisk. 
Volvo S70 2.ST £23,855. An 
ageing car soon to be replaced. 
Yet it's tough and safe, and 
recent styling upgrades give 
it a modem feel 


The cabin has a deep plank of 
curved walnut for a dash, large 
lounge-chair seats and quality car- 
pet. The cabin is not particularly 
roomy: rear legroom is tight, and the 
rear seat has been shaped fin- two 
occupants only. The email effect is 
very olde-worlde England. Fm not 
convinced about the oval, white- 
faced ‘Art Deco’ instruments, which 
are harder to read than c onv e ntion al 
ware. Yet on the whole, the cabin 
has an air of civilised gentility. 

The ride is soft and can be a bit 
floaty ova- undulating roads. Yet the 
handling is sharp, and the steering 
feels good. Four engines are on 
offer two V6s (2.0 litre and 25), a 
1.8-litre four-cylinder model (the 
cheapest 75), and the BMW-made 
turbo-diesel which boasts a “com- 
mon rail” feel injection to improve 
refinement The best two engines 
are the diesel and the top-range 25. 
The diesel is quiet and refined on 
long runs and amazingly fru g al - 
you should be able to average 
50mpg. It is probably the best diesel 
engine in the world. 


The 2J> V6 auto is the choice, 
though. A luxury car needs auto- 
matic transmission, and the Japan- 
ese five-speed antobox mates well 
with the British-built V6. The 75 2^ 
Ktre V6 auto is a car which Jaguar 
owners, wishing to downsize, could 
live happily with. It will also repre- 
sent a strong challenge to Jaguar's 
newS-type^ which hits the show- 
room just before the Rover. 

Deliveries of the 75 begin in 
June - a couple of months later than 
Rover had hoped. Cars won't leave 
the factory until BMW standards 
are achieved, they vow. 

I hope they're right, because 
tiie quality of the cars at the press 
launch wasn't good enough. Bits of 
trim fell off some, and many mod- 
els had high levels of wind noise. 

Quite why sob-standard cars 
woe being evaluated by the world’s 
press Is a question which Rover’s 
bosses might like to dwell on. If they 
blow the launch of the 75 - funda- 
mentally the best Rover in years - 
then thqy really do deserve the 
wrath of the market 


Leaded petrol is f inally bein g scrapped 
at the end of this year. By James Ruppert 

Heavy metal is , 
on its way out 


IF YOU can believe what you read, 
come 1 January 2000 you might just 
find a Boeing 747 crash-landing in 
your back garden, or your pop-up 
toaster refusing to pop. 

What you may not know is that 
there is al so a millennium fuel bug. 
which will see leaded petrol banned 
from forecourts by the end of this 
year Ffears about the phasing out 
have t rigg ered lots of ca l ls to the 
AA's Technical Advice deportment. 

Yfet in many cases, they need 
never have called in the first place. 
Fbr instance, owners of older model 
Nissan Mi eras driving an average 
of 12,000 miles a year over the last 
three years will have spent almost 
£900 extra by sticking to four-star 
leaded petrol when they could eas- 
ily have switched to unleaded. 

“It has come as a nasty shock to 
some drivers. Particularly those 
who asked a garage years ago and 
were advised wrongly” says Dave 
May, manager of AA Technical Ad- 
vice. “Virtually ah Japanese models 
have been able to run on unleaded 
petrol since 1978. As can older 
British cars with Japanese engines 
such as the Triumph Acclaim. Many 
popular models, such as some Ford 
Escorts, Orions and VW Polos, can 
switch to unleaded petrol.” 

So why is the British motoring 
public so badly informed? Leaded 
petrol has been banned thanks to 
the EU Environment Council in 
June 1997 and will only be available 
after January 2000 to “specialist in- 
terest groups” like classic car clubs. 

But why do we need lead at all? 
Here comes the science stuff: lead 
in petrol acts as a protective barri- 
er between the exhaust valve and 
the valve seat into which it fits. With- 
out lead, or an alternative seat pro- 
tector, “soft” valve seats can wear 
away causing stalling and loss of 
power and eventual breakdown. 

According to an RAC spokesman: 
“We have already come across a feu* 
rogue garages which are recom- 
mending .expensive engine work 
on cars that obviously don't need it 
Our members can phone a techni- 
cal helpline which will be able to an- 
swer most enquires. In the first 
instance though, motorists in doubt 
should contact their dealer.” 



Classic cars may be exempt 


Fbr the majority of modern ears 
there isn't much of a problem, hut 
if you do have an older “classic” 
there are several options. Firstly you 
must join the relevant classic car 
dub who will haw all the necessary 
information and specialist contacts. 
Then you have several choices. 

If you only use your classic for a 
few thousand miles each year, for 
fair weather fun. the chances are 
that because it has been running on 
leaded for so long, the engine has 
enough “leaded memory” to survive. 
Some specialists say this could be 
for up to 20.000 miles. 

At that point and if you ore a high 
mileage old car user you might 
consider installing higher specifi- 
cation valve scats. On a simple 
four-cylinder engine that will cost 
£ioo-£250. but on a complicated Va, 
budget for several thousand. 

There is a third alternative 
though - additives. In countries 
where lead has been banned, in- 
ducting Germany. Denmark, Swe- 
den and Austria, lend replacement 
fuel and additives arc used for lead- 
only cars. Lead replacement fuel is 
not yet sold in the UK and there is 
no British standard for the available 
additives which are currently un- 
dergoing engine durability tests. 

Over the counter you can buy 
STP Lead Substitute, which is phos- 
phorous based, whilst Wynn’s sodi- 
um-based Lubrivaive has been 
successfully used in the USA and 
New Zealand. 

So how long have we got until the 
lead runs out? According to the UK 
Petroleum Industry Association: 
“We anticipate that sales will cease 
by the third quarter of 1999. We have 
to allow for retailers to deplete 
stocks and flush out their systems." 
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BRITAIN MAY be a motor 
industry minnow, without a 
single large car maker to call our 
own, but we still play a crucial 
role in designing some of the 
world's finest cars. 

Just the other day I attended 
a presentation to launch the new 
Mercedes S-dass, probably the 
world’s most accomplished car. 
And during the speeches/video 
presentation/meal/handing over 
of press lots, it emerged that an 
English designer was 
responsible for the looks. 

Steve Mattin, from Bedford, is 
a graduate of Coventry 
University’s excellent car design 
course. Designs are team efforts, 
of course, and Mercedes has a 


vast design department with 
studios in Germany. Japan and 
America. Yet Mattin is given the 
credit fbr the S-class’s look - a 
great achievement, for it is one 
of the beautiful cars of the ,/in de 
stede, mixing grace, modernity 
and Mercedes tradition. 

Mattin is also responsible for 
the external styling of the baby 
A-class, probably the decade’s 
most radical can 

It’s not just in Stuttgart - 
Mercedes’ home town - where 
English auto artists prosper. 
Anthony Grade, nephew of toe 
late Sir Lew, is vice-president for 
car design at Renault in recent 
years perhaps Europe’s most 
progressive maker in terms of 


form and function and renowned 
for its lateral thinking. 

Its Scenic mini-MPV, which 
Grade helped conceive, created a 
whole new type of car The latest 
Clio was also designed under his 
leadership, and he has had a big 
hand in the latest E space and 
the Laguna. Grade, in turn, 
reports to Patrick Le Quement 
who is responsible for all 
Renault design, induriing trucks. 
Le Quement possibly Europe’s 
greatest active vehicle designer, 
is an Anglo-Frenchmaa 

Volvo was never renowned for 
design, its cars - all square 
edges and boxy shapes - almost 
anti-style objects. That was until 
Englishman Peter Horbury came 



Gavin 

Green 

Our designers are the 
best - what a pity there is 
no large indigenous car 
maker left to utork for 


on the scene as chief designer 
Horbury is responsible for the 
latest breed, including the S8Q 
saloon and handsome V40 estate. 
He has made Volvos sexy. 

Audi’s street style, on the 
other hand, has been noted for 
years. Ask designers to list the 
best-designed cars, and most will 
mention Audi Much of that good 
work is down to an Englishman, 
Chris Bird. He was responsible 
for the exteriors of the Audi A4 
and A8 and had a big say in the 
A6 and the new TT sports car. 
These Michelangelos-of-toe- 
motorway are four of the finest- 
looking production cars ever. 

Admirers of Bird include Ford. 
The US giant, which has been in 


a very acquisitive mood recently, 
has just hired him to be its 
director of design for small- and 
medium-sized cars - a huge coup 
for Ford. Bird, 42, is a Royal 
College of Art graduate who 
began woridng for Ford in 1981 
before moving to Audi in 1986. 

There are many more talented 
Brits, big on road vogue. Martin 
Smith was one of the key 
designers of the original Audi 
Quattro. Based in Germany, he’s 
now responsible for the look of 
upcoming small- and medium- 
sized Ope Is and Vfeuxhalls. Geoff 
Lawson, Jaguar's director of 
design, has the XK8 sports car 
on his CY and that is reckoned to 
be one of the best shapes of the 


Nineties. He also did the current 
XJ saloon. Ian Caltum designed 
the drop-dead gorgeous Aston 
Martin DB7 and the equally 
enticing Aston Project Vantage 
concept can whose styling is set 
to hit production in a few years. 

The list could go on and on. 
They are all making the streets a 
more cheerful and stimulating 
place and improving our visual 
environment, just as good 
architects and clothes designers 
do. It is just a pity that there is 
no large UK-owned car maker 
that they can work for. The 
biggest indigenous maker we’ve 
got now is tiny TVR. And what’s 
TVR’s main strength? You 
guessed it - great style. 


MOTORING 


Cars for Sale 


TAX FREE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED ,25^ 



Save np £0 30% 00 your T Reg. car 

Wc ore now taking orders for New right-band drive 
vehicles for March 1* (T* REG.) delivery 


Ml vehicle- currv ( 
l .K. and witnumv 


" Order lo your specification 
* Save even more with our 
Unique self import guide. Visit our web site 
for a full Tour of services including 
many vehicles available for 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


P.X. Iiciriuuv lea- 
Wniu-n i ti ;vc; 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LTD. 

Web site: www.sussex~imports.co.ute 
Tel: 01424 201881 
Fax: 01424 201835 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 22 DAISY KILL DRIVE. CHQRL5Y ?R5 3KE 


AA34 8,400 
ABA 017 L850 

SI3ABY 2.000 
755 ANN -WOO 
6 5 AW MOO 
BZ7BAR (500 
BM37I 4JS00 
594 BUH 2.400 
CA6657 £600 
C3LTS 2JHJ0 
iPiCLK , UOT 
COE 947V 325 
DA 9778 1.800 

DBA 349 LOT 
I238DTO LOT 
DJD I.S® 

J32W 850 

DRW a 1200 
OS 7223 L350 
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PVLA AUCTION OP ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
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dacawi; Mherwoe you may madvarteraiy Nd loo much y r» ftfe. 


PHONE: 01257 48230o FAX: 474745 


SAAB 


SAAB SAVINGS 



R REG SAAB 9-5 2.0 ECO 

£ 16 . 995.00 

LIMITED NUMBER OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE UNDER 10,000 MILES 

: CONTROL DTROW & SDE PJRBAGS. 

REMOTE ALARM- Jj^ALANCE OF SAAB 3YR 

WMttANN. 

EXCHANGE WH.COME DSAVE ££ THOUSANDS ON 
waMooas. sew cost. 

CARS AVAIAL8LE 

morqan pembridqe 

EXECUTIVE CAR SPECIALISTS 
CHUWORTH ROUNDABOUT. SOUTHAMPTON 
TR: 01703 292999 FAX; 01 703 769825 

30 SAABS ALWAYS IN STOCK - PLEASE RING US 
WITH YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 


Snowchains 


GET TO 
GRIPS 

with winter 
conditions 

mnOmlutMJBlinWkonBusbMPBi 
MMsOtU. KsaCTSSOT Therm Wgy Uni 10-12 
(0 1227) ?7G61 1 (U12Z7) 278586 

FmxtvneOSOQ 731 JT >SB 



Citroen 


2 Ye/\rs Free 
I rsisuRArvcE 





£ 9.550 


_ tAt with 
wheekand] 
3yeai s warranty 



To advertise 
|in this section! 
please call 
the 

Motoring 
Team 
on 

0171 293 


My Worst Car 

Eddie Shah’s Mini 


Taking a gamble on a Mini 


I HONESTLY don’t think that I have owned 
a worst can Forme, the motor car is a fab- 
ulous expression of freedom. It gets you 
precisely where you want to go, which isn’t 
as stupid a statement as it may sound. 
Purely as abusiness tool, I have found them 
invaluable as a mobile office. That is why 
my cars always look so untidy inside, 
whether they have been Minis or Bentleys. 

So every car I've had has, in someway, 
reflected my personality at that particular 
time. My first ear was a Standard 8, which 
was owned between seven of us. It cost £17- 
and I remember that it also cost £17 to in- 
sure. It leaked in water tike a sieve, but 
proved to be very useful 

If you really push me, I might admit that 
the car I won in a poker game was hardly 
ideal though it served me very wen I was 
playing poker with a few cast members of 
Coronation Street, among whom was a 
good friend of mine. Bill Roache. The debt 
was £25 and it was suggested that I take 
acarinpfiiyment,whidil£d.ltwasab(^- 
standard Mini, but it had a paint scheme, 
which made it look tike a Mini Cooper. 

The roof was black and the bodywork 
was red These cars had subframes, which 
held them together and the rear one had 
ro tied a way. The onty way that I could keep 
it in one piece was to tack some carpet 
down at the back. On my way into Man- 
chester on the M62 when it rained, which 
happened quite often, the carpet would 
gradually soak up the water I would hear 
a huge sucking noise and the floor would 
disappear. I would have to stop the car on 
the hard shoulder, then run back 100 
yards to collect the carpet roll it up, dry 
it out and tads it down again. 

This was my first car when I started in 
newspapers selling advertising. It was 



With a paint job, the Mini could rise above its humble status 


such an embarrassing sight thatl had to 
park it around the corner from my clients’ 
offices. Not only was it awful to look at, this 
Mini was always breaking down. Even so, 
I still loved it because it helped me do a 
job and, to be perfectly honest, however 
many times it broke down, that Mini was 


always better than the cash I would have 
won m that poker game. 

Eddie Shah choirs the Messenger 
leisure Group, which owns the Essex, 
Notfhflc cmd SuffbQc Golf and Country 
Chibs. He spoke to James Ruppert 
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Buyers go 
in for old 
not new 


Purchasers looking for a home with an 
old-fashioned period feel won’t settle 


for any imitations. By Penny Jackson 


I t is an irony that many 
people who live in old hous- 
es, and express horror at the 
thought of buying a new 
hom e, are often among the 
first to say that they would 

love to build from scratch; “Give us 
a site and well show how we would 
really like to live." But take them to 
the homes on offer now and they will 
run a mile, back to the Last century. 

Are they pi^ucKced beyond hope 
or simply not being given what they 
want? A recent survey by the 


' You have to create 
an illusion of old 
money - of something 
that’s been lived in’ 


Popular Housing Forum concludes 
that the new homes market in the 
UK is a niche operation appealing 
to a small sector of the population. 

Some 72 per cent have not 
bought, or would not consider buy- 
ing, new homes, and tend to think of 

e iem as boxy, cramped and homo- 
nous. While the vast majority of 
those who took part in the survey 
opted for a traditional facade, there 
was a strong demand for a re-think 
about the way we live. 

AD good developers will spend 


time and money on research, but it 
can be rather like preaching to the 
converted If they focus just on their 
pool of customers, they will be hear- 
ing from only 28 per cent of the 
home-owning population. 

“They need to study the occupiers 
who don't usually buy new homes,” 
says Yblande Barnes, of F P D Sav- 
□1s Research. “These buyers have 
to be seduced. It is no good just 
matching the second-hand market, 
it has to be exceeded." 

In leafy Wandsworth, in south- 
west London, a house that sells for 
Elm no longer gives cause for com- 
ment Buyers have moved south- 
wards in search of space they can 
afford, and for a choice of good 
schools. Generally, this means Vic- 
torian or Edwardian, four or five bed- 
rooms, two or three bathrooms, a 
garden and dose to the common. 

So a plot in a good street is a rare 
opportunity to woo buyers away 
from the old. Thirlstone Homes did 
their homework. Two red-brick, 
Edwardian- style, semi-detached 
houses mirror in almost every re- 
spect their neighbours in Lyfbnd 
Road, with the extra advantage of off- 
street parking. The high railings de- 
molish the usual criticism of feeling 
like being cramped. 

The drawing room is comfortably 
large and the kitchen runs into a 
light and sunny famil y room. At the 
top of the house, under the eaves, is 
a study and studio bedroom with 



Lyford Villas, an example of a new home that tries hard to overcome buyers’ prejudices 


bathroom. As a package, these are 
all features that local buyers would 
have on their 1st But just as it seems 
to be there, it stumbles and falls. 

The “executive home" touch is 
the spoiler. A top-to-toe tiled bath- 
room and mirrored bedroom cup- 
boards are more hotel than home. 
And these are buyers who are likely 
to want a coal fire, not look-alike gas. 
They have wet labradors and chil- 
dren with muddy boots but nowhere 
to put eifha: It is not that these hous- 
es won't seB well, but that they are 
unlikely to break through the old/ 
new barrier 

“Everything south of the river 


gets stamped with the Surrey 
mark," says Jonathan Seal, of 
Hamptons International “London 
buyers are specialised, and know 
from experience exactly what they 
like. They are prepared to pay for 
houses With good hallways, high cdl- 
. mg, French windows, wooden sash 
windows, larders, large south-feeing 
rooms. They don’t mind much about 
for mal dining rooms or garages. 

“There is no guarantee that the 
developer you are advising will in- 
struct you In the end That’s the 
name of the game. It is tempting for 
some to tell a developer what he 
wants to hear" 


Often tiie advice can be simple. 
Margaret McKenna, of John D 
Wood’s Battersea office, has sug- 
gested that housebuilders employ a 
local interior designer to avoid the 
inevitable dash of style that can put 
off buyers attracted to the area. 

A great deal of money can be 
wasted on putting things on floors 
and walls that typical purchasers 
don’t like. And if buyers find prop- 
erties overpriced ami overrated, it 
is often because they act on the val- 
uation, but not the specifications. 
“We might have to say that we can’t 
now sell their property for £500,000 
because they havezft dime anything 


we suggested,” says John Collard, 
of Robert Holmes in Wimbledon. 

It is not as though buyers in the 
second-hand market are difficult to 
read. Estate agents’ particulars, 
and glossy style magazines, give a 
blueprint at a glance. “You have to 
create an Huston of old money, of 
something that has been lived in," 
says YbLande Barnes. “The book- 
shelves either side of the fireplace, 
the fire surround, the sofas faring 
each other "You see it everywhere. 
They want period style without the 
period inconvenience, and not just 
a complete pastiche. 

“Staircases can be wider; and 


the plumbing and wiring should 
make for easy living. But new Lon- 
don houses are more difficult to get 
right than flats. The one thing that 
really doesn’t work is brand name 
marketing." 

At lyford Villas there Is a stone 
plaque between the two frontdoors. 
It reads: “Thiristone Homes 1998." 
Surely the last thing any buyers 
spenhng more than £800,000 want 
is to be seen advertising a product, 
however discreetly. 

Lyford Road VQZas, priced from 
£875,000 through agents Robert 
TYindle <0181-767 2222) 


2,000, a space odyssey: where 
to find it, how much to pay 

Forget the Dome - rent your own millennium party space, but be prepared to pay the price. By Mary Wilson 


Stepping Stones 


One couple's Property story 


NOW WE are well into 1999. people are 
funking seriously about what they are 
filing to do to celebrate the passing 

the mill e nnium - A good number of 
families are considering renting a 
property for the New Year week to en- 
tertain their friends and guests. 

In response, house owners are 
starting to put up their homes up for 
rental for just that week, encouraged 
by the lure of mega rents, possibfy up 
to five times the normal going rate. 

Suzanne Coker who lives with her 
husband, James, in Barton- on-the- 
Heath in the Cotswolds, has a large 
house with an adjoining cottage which 
she is just starting to let out “We had .. 
considered inviting a few friends up 
for the millennium weekend and 
putting them up in the cottage. But we 
have been told by local rental agents 
that we could get a very good return 
and that is just too tempting." 

The cottage, which sleeps five, 
with a large dining room, sitting room 
and wood-burning stove, is usually let 


‘Many owners prefer to 
let to families, as they 
are less likely to 
celebrate with a bang' 


for £350 to £400 a week, but with the 
possibility of earning at least £800 for 
that one week, they hope to take a 
short, but extravagant, holiday later 
in the yean “Wfe will just stay with 
friends!" says Suzanne. 

Although the Cokers are looking at 
doubling their rent, larger properties 
are being let for up to five times the 
norm. Warren de Lange of Blandings, 
the country-house holiday-rental 
agent, which is offering a number of 
properties for the millennium, says; 
“Most of the larger houses are going 
to J ~oups of individuals or couples 
wisSi*ng to celebrate the event, rather 
than families. 

“While these groups are often will- 
ing to spend greater sums of money, 
many of our owners prefer fiamiUes, as 
they are less likely to bring in the mil- 
lennium with a ‘bang’." 

The most expensive property the 
company is offering for the New Year 
week is Hatton Castle, near TUrri^ Ab- 
erdeenshire. This has eight bedroom 
suites, and will cost £55,000 per week, 
excluding staff. Fbra little bit less, you 
could take Blasted Park in Witham, 







Suzanne Coker hopcss her Cotswold cottage will subsidise a dream holiday 


Jctim Lawrence 


Essex, which is a nine-bedroom coun- 
try house, at £30,000 for the week. 

Then there is St Catherine's Court 
near Bath, Somerset & Avon, a 14th- 
century property which accommo- 
dates 16, for £40,000 on Widecombe 

Manor in IWin, a 19tti- »»nhiT y manor 

house sleeping 14, for £15,000- or just 
over £i,000 a week per person. 

Leon Betchley of Countrywide 


Residential Lettings covers the south 
coastof England. He says: “I am get- 
ting an awful lot of enquiries from the 
Home Counties and London, espe- 
cially from large families or parties. 
Within the last two weeks we have 
taken 50 enquiries.” 

He reckons that a four-bedroomed 
property usually let (Hit for £450 to £500 
a week could easity command £ 1^00 


to £2,000, and he is advertising far suit- 
able property. He alreacfy has a few 
houses on his books in the Isle of 
Wight and these include Cove Cottage, 

a three-bedroom cottage at Veaatnor; 
The Bam, a four-bedroom house at 
Whitwell; and Stoneplace Cottage 
with three bedrooms at Ven toon They 
will aD be available for around £800. 
Many of the properties already 


available for renting over the New rear 
are in Scotland. Robert Rattray ofRn- 
layson Hughes of Perth, which has 
publi shed a special millennium 
b ro chure, says: “Vie have been inun- 
dated with enquiries for targe and ex- 
clusive venues.” 

Several of the 16 properties are al- 
ready booked, and of those still avail- 
able you could take Bumknowe at 
Lochgnflhead, AigyU, sleeping eight for 
£5,(KK)aweek,Denfiddfhnnhousein 
Trinity Gask, Perthshire, for £5,500, or 
Lochiehead at Auchtermuchty, Fife, 
sleeping 14, phis four in a cottage, for 
£L2^00aweek. 

Knight Frank's Edinburgh office 
has also been asked by some of its 
clients to find tenants over the mD- 
lennium week. Properties up for grabs 
range from stately homes to castie and 
shooting lodges. “Some are folly 
staffed, others are self-catering farm- 
houses, and packages are being tai- 
lored to meet people’s individual 
requirements wherever possible,” 
says Colin Strang SteeL 

One property available is 
Strathtyrum at St Andrews, Fife. 
Twelve people staying here would 
have use of foe drawingroom , library! 

hiffiarri mn m and (fining mnm, and Hw 
£30,000 for seven nights includes all 
meals and drink. 

Also in Scotland, FDD Savills has 
several properties available for that 
week. On the Airlie Estate, for exam- 
ple, CortacfayCastie,whirii sieepsat 
least 20 people, is available for £24,000 
far four days; and WfeUbank Cottage, 
which sleeps six to eight people, £ 2^)00 
for the week. 

You should, of course, insure your 
home while it is rooted out over the 
mfflennium week A standard bufldBngs 
and contents insurance will not cover 
the property if it is letand anything un- 
toward occurs, and it is unBkety that 
a high street or telephone insurance 
company would countenance such 
an extra liability. 

Countrywide say it is encouragbg 
people to take a very much larger de- 
posit than usual - £300-£400, as op- 
posed to £50-£l00 - to cover any 

riamag p Andith n l fa mg an msn ranrg 

package covering afl liabilities, which 
will cost around £150-£200, depending 
on what has to be covered. 

Suzanne Coker, 01608 674603; Bland- 
tngs, 01223 293444; Ftnlayson Hugh- 
es, 01738 451111; Countrywide 
Residential Lettings, 01983 821111; 
Knight Frank, 0131-225 8171; FPD 
SaviUs, 01356 628600 



East (Dulwich) is Eden for Ann Ball Marie ChUvers 


SINCE 1980 Ann Ball and 
her partner Norm have 
bought four south London 
properties. They now live 
in a three-storey Victorian 
house in East Dulwich. 

It was in 1985 when, at 
the age of 30 and in a 
stable job as a housing 
association director, Ann 
decided “to get into the 
house-owning democracy" 

Her first fiat was an 
impulse buy, a one-bed 
conversion carved from 
the hall floor of a house in 
Broddey for £24^00: “It 
had the most amazing 
huge rooms looking on to 
an eno r mous garden." 

But the prospect of 
external renovations was 
worrying: “It was a big 
house and the other fiats 
were mostly rented so I 
knew that one day I could 
get saddled with a large 
bill." In 1987 Ann, a lover 
ofVictoriana, sold for 
£45,000 and bought a 
freehold property in 
Deptford's Friendly Street 

The two-bedroom, 
Victorian cottage had a 
walled garden which, 
although “a mess”, was 
lovingly restored by Ann, 
who treated raised beds 
and a patio. She ezyoyed 
the house and garden but 
not the noise from the 
busy road. 

In 1989, having met 
Norm, she decided to rent 
out her house and move 
Into a two-bedroom fiat in 
Clapham which Norm had 
bought for £25,000 in 1980. 
The rental was not a total 
success: “The first tenants 
were fine but the second 
lot junked it When they 
left I found dirty washing- 
up and pans everywhere 
with beims stuck to them.” 


Prices had bottomed 
out, but in 1991 Ann sold at 
the purchase price and, 
having had a daughter; 
Alice, decided to buy a 
family home, fthe and 
Norm paid off the 
Clapham fiat's mortgage 
and rented it out but could 
not find an affordable 
house nearby. 

East Dulwich, a few 
miles away offered more 
for money and prompted 
another of Ann’s impulses. 
She remembers saying: “I 
have to have this... It was 
fabulous, you could just 
see the potential" It cost 
£117,000 in 1992, and 
features such as a butler 
aintr and original brass 
taps in the bathroom help 
understand the instant 
appeal. The couple have 
carried out improvements 
such as resiting the 
kitchen and adding a 
conservatory- and while 
Norm will “never move to 
another house where he’ll 
have to do all this work", it 
is hard to see why they 
would ever want to. 

Ginetia vedrickas 

Those moves in brief... 
1980 - two-bedroom 
flat for £25,000, now 
worth £180,000. 

1985 - one bedroom flat 
for £24^00, sold for £45,000. 
1987 - £69,995 house, sdd 
for same in 1991. 

1992 - three-storey house 
for £117,000, now worth 
£ 200 , 000 . 

If you'd like to be featured 
write to: Nic Cicutti, 
Stepping Stones, ‘The 
Independent 1 , i Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. £i00jor 
thebest story 
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HOTSPOT 

KENNINGTON, SOUTH LONDON 


Nice and sleazy does it 



Musa/m 


C harming houses in quaint 
garden squares at relatively 
low prices, say the estate 
agents- Dodgy neighbour- 
hood, says a jockette of our acquain- 
tance who plays one-eyed hockey in 
the area. Her equipment bag attracts 
.the attention of passers-by so she 
keeps one eye on the ball and her other 
eye on her belongings. 

High sleaze and high prices gen- 
erally don't mi*, but a large Victorian 
or Georgian house in a pleasant 
square sells in the vicinity of £400,000. 
A council flat can cost a tenth as much. 

This is Bennington, an area with 
gorgeousness thanks to the Duchy of 
Cornwall Estate, and with grimness 
courtesy of Adolf Hitler Not coinci- 
dentally; Parliament is just across 
the Thames. 

Over the centuries, the City at- 
tracted London's commercial activity 
and Westminster attracted royalty. 
Until a few years ago, the Duchy of 
Cornwall (in effect, the Prince of 
Wales) owned hundreds of houses on 
45 acres in Kennington, including the 
nearby Oval cricket ground. Most of 
these, many of which are handsome 
Regency and neo-Regency garden- 
square terraces, have now been sold, 
primarily to housing associations. 

MPs have always had Kennington 
in their sites because of its proximity 
to Parliament Luftwaffe pilots had 
Parliament literaBy in their sights, but 
they missed their target far more often 
than they hit it, and many of their mis- 
cues found Kennington, thereby 



Kennington's handsome Georgian housing has always been a lure for politicians due to the area’s proximity to Parliament 


preparing the ground for post-war 
council construction. 

A price tag of £400,000 is good 
value, says Johnny Male of Daniel 
Cobb estate agents, in that “equivalent 
properties in Clapham and on the 
other side of the riversefl for twice the 
price, or even more.” Some three- 
bedroom houses in the area sell for 
less than £200,000, and a converted 


Victorian school on Kennington Road 
has yielded large bright flats which 
have vaulted ceilings. 

Pew shops and good schools are the 
area's weak points, although the for- 
mer is palpably improving. "The area 
has changed dramatically in the last 
10 to 15 years. Kennington used to be 
virtually all rented," says Mr Male. 
“Now, with some Duchy of Cornwall 


properties for sale, many more homes 
are owner-occupied. And with that 
shops are coming in.” 

K'pnningt nTi Park Rnari t Kenning ton 

Lane and Kennington Road intersect 
to form a gmaTl triangle. Prime Ken- 
nington is within the three sides and 
on its borders (such ^DenqySancroft 
and Courtenay Streets). 

The council estates dotted through- 


out the area vary in age and archi- 
tecture but stm tend to be predomi- 
nantly council tenanted. As one local 
agent notes: “Your next-door neigh- 
bour can move out and be replaced by 
the neighbours from helL" These 
properties appeal to investors and also 
to owner-occupiers on extremely 
limited budgets. 

Robert liebman 


THE LOW-DOWN 


Prices: Three-storey eariy-Victorian 
houses can sell for as little as 
£150,000-£160,000 but says Johnny 
Male of Cobb estate agents, in the 
squares and nice pockets, houses 
start at £250,000 and “the lowest 
prices are really creeping toward 
£300,000”. A decent two-bedroom flat 
costs about £135,000. 

Bottom Fishing: Alan Fisher estate 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


agents sells one-bedroom ex-council 
flats for less than £50,000, and two- 
and three-bedroom flats for not much 
more. They also sell inexpensive 
split-level maisonettes and shop-flat 
combos with interesting residential 
or live/work possibilities. 
Transport: if you are anywhere in 
Kennington, you are near good pub- 
lie transport Kennington station 


(Northern line, zone 2) is on Ken- 
nington Park Road, just down from 
Elephant and Castle (Bakerioo and 
Northern lines, zone l). Vauxhall 
Station is nearby, and several bus 
lines serve the West End. 

Ministry of Ftonny Walks: A plaque 
marks the house at 287 Kennington 
Road where Charlie Chaplin lived. It 
is one of several Chaplin family 


residences in Kennington. including 
39 Methley Street (through Daniel 
Cobb for £299,950, also apparently 
with a Chaplin plaque) and 3 RswnaH 
Horace, winch was destroyed during 
the Blitz. 

A Clarion Call for Clarity: Some 
Kennington property particulars 
boastafbeing within foe Division Befl 
Area, which (says a local estate 


agent) means 20 minutes by horse 
and cart or (says Out Woman in Par- 
fiament! eight minutes by foot 
Council Tax: Kennington falls be- 
tween two stools: Lambeth exacts 
£431 for Band A and £1,294 for H, and 
Southwark insists on £524 and £1,573 
respectively. 

Estate Agents: Alan Raser0171-587 
1004; Daniel Cobb 0171-735 9510 


THREE TO VIEW 

HOUSES WITH A past 



IN A previous life, this six-bedroom 
quarters of an acre would have housed a parson ami tfe 
large, quite possibly impecunious family. Now the Old 
Parsonage in Fleckney, near Market Harborough, in - 
Leicestershire, is a private home. It has a conservatory ( 
reached via French doors from the music room, lounge ‘ 
and rooms with period fireplaces and a Camay. 
sized kitchen with fitted oven and hob. A solid-feel Aga 
may be bought separately. The ground floor has «boot 
room, study workshop and studio with a gallery. The 
grounds boast a herb garden, greenhouse and paddock 
£ 235 , 000, details from Frank Jnnes 101858 410311). 



A TABLET on the front of The Old School 
commemorates its opening as the village school in 
South Warnborough, Hampshire. The house was 
originally built for the poor children of the parish, aged 
seven and above, and finally closed in 1952. With its 
Grade n listing, it is now a three-bedroom home (two of 
the bedrooms are on the ground floor) with a 19ft 
drawin g room, a study, a (fining room and a large 
kitchen. There is a mezzanine gallery and a master 
bedroom with en suite facilities on the first flooc Hie . ~ 
gar d ens are old and traditional and include a double 
garage. £275,000 through HiU & Morrison, telephone . 
01256 702892 for details. 



IT HAS been a long time since the forge rang to the 
sound of the hammer and anvil, as it is now used for ' 
storage and garaging, with a vehicle inspection pit The . 
outbuilding comes with the house, known as The Fbrge, 
which is a three-bedroom dwelling with more than an 
acre and a half of gardens. Built in the early 19th 
century and Grade n listed, it is the first time that the 
building has been sold on the open market apart from 
the Highclere Estate, which is five miles from Newbuiy, 
in Berkshire. It has a sitting room with open fireplace, 
dining room with a wood-burning stove in the hearth 
and a large, spacious kitchen with a beamed ceiling. 

The guide price is £290.000. Details are available from 
Strutt & Parker (01635 521707). 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 
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RAH: 0171 293 2505 
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West Country 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 
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Two iloobb: bedroom Out. knpr lounge. fuflv Gned Utata ta uanqxvt, aaiablc no*. 
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(xmaunEa, matan new ta'ctofnii9& Soane efffttapadanc wife etatnxric line*. AVAILABLE NOW MOST 
BE SEEN!!!! 

GLOUCESTER PLACE. WJ £*50pir 

Lowdy tlmx tudnxm Bai Id mac L toly Sued kAdien will washing matlanc. noropboo norm, Sr ho™- pener, can 
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No Fee To 
Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NWI 9EA 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Property Team on 0171 293 2302. 


Services 


self building? 

renovating? 
converting? extending? 
...you'll need an 

ASBA architect 

l 


A$BA, Britain’s largest nenract 
of architects who specialise m 
the design of indnridual homes 
are ready to help you saw 
money, time and st/ess. 

Dcshpi. Planning Advice, 
Building Regulations listed 
Building Work, Tendering, 
Project Management 
and Finance. 


London Property 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


MAINLY BY ORDER OF THE MORTGAGEES 
23rd February 1599 - The Swallow Hotel, Bexley 
Heath, Surrey at 1pm - 27 Lots 
Kent. Essex, Greater London, Surrey, 
Herefordshire, Devon, Powys, Berkshire, 
Hampshire, Swansea, Cardiff, East Sussex. 
Carmarthenshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Northamptonshire, Derbyshire, 

Cornwall and Oxfordshire 
FOR CATALOGUES PLEASE TELEPHONE 0839 772204 



yjy Act idem 

|>i-,nH-ric Service"’ 


London Property 




a£ba 

Midi dur help you can build 
an individual home 


members nationwide 
freephone 0800387310 


-r- 

Rush hour in 
Bartholomew Close , l ( l 



SHOW FLAT OPEN 7005 A WEQL 
JUST RJLLtXrrHKESOB, WPHEN&xr DOOR 


* 39, / & 2 Ikdroom Apartments 

* Htdij for Occupation 

prices from £145,000 to £299*000 
TEL: 0171 4073669 an tiBB 


■ 360* Terrace 
- 999 Ybar Lease 

0171 250 1012 

37-41 ST JOHN ST LONDON ECMM4AN 
FAX: 0171 250 1015 


MULBERRY COURT 

;s PLLiWSiSS SOW l O N 0 C N E ! 

...A PRIME 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! 


LUXURY APARTMENTS 

""“5*0/ \ PROM [jCm — ■ — 


smaous eowaroian i« now 

■tutaanatin wMi ct w w ta r. 3 
Bod*, hufis living room, GCH a 
dhl fltodng ttmuQtioijt. Ctoaa to 
sommiMm and Victoria Una. 
£77,000. Ring Mug on 01032 
806778 (woaAvknOa) or 01 71 6*3 

r«s 


Herefordshire 


HEREFORD 



Main front portion Grade 
II Listed Georgian home. 
Rural location 10 
minutes dty and 
excellent local schools. 
Half hour M5. 4 
bedrooms, 3 acres, 
cellars, outbuLtdixi^, 1 
garage, pond, woods. 





Shropshire 


STONE COTTAGE tor compMta 
ranmnon. Um«y vtowa. Cash 
buyers. daWta 01691 774382 



GALLIARD HOKES LTD 


0 0171 37S 0427 0 


‘MUMP CHM It * ptfcmd mm •SttiM N parcfciM tIMka S*mi Intn 

WM. f Ata a Mm 1 a*«W onutaa aid nUb a a XLLM 


Scotland 


TO REKT lum. aami datachad 
houM In South Wnt ScoOanc). 
Vacant mid April. TW 01536 
860454 


Colour Property 
appears every Sunday. 
50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 

The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 

Source MRS (Jan V7- Joe V7) 


CREWKERNE 

For details of our 
traditionally built detached 
bungalows and houses, all 
with GCH, priced from 
£112,950 to £164,950 

Please contact 
Charles Bishop Ltd on 

01460 73003 


It’s never too late to start 
a new life in the sun! 



VILLAS AND AFAKTNUiNTS 
ON MAINLAND SPAIN 
FROM UO.OOU - 
£300,000+ 



PHONE 01793 480033 
WilmingtonS International 



Modern house in 2,l00m ; 
of Egirdtfi bordering trow 
river AVRE in huinlct 
near DREUX. ‘ 
from DIEPPE and Ihr 
from Paris. 

3 bedrooms +■ l huge ' 
room. Mature garden, 
fruit trees, patio by Ihc 
river, with around 15fen 
of river hank. 

£65.000 , 

Tri: 01S95 2X2CSJ2 


COMPREHENSIVE IXMM iHMUrig 
jwvlco tor pronotty purehMO to 
“P'fcria. From np«mr»nti » tm 
nos. An nogoHatfcms In EnflBah. 
For dtungg Cm Cacda 

0039 07S 914 0449 


uS 



BUYING ABROAD? 


The SprinS ""»« pwptfrijr f.vlitbt!Nt n; 

Jv The Cumberland Hotel ^ 

if Marble Arch, London Wi 

7 Friday 12ih, Saturday I3th, Sunday i •>!> r i 

* 

Will be displaying «hrir properties. 

-- T H 1? 

v Internationa i 

V A 

FREE Admi*vi 0n 
Tel: 01420 5 20 777 



























